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that Russiz is arming. Everything, therefore; portends
a coming storm, and one, too, that, in all human probability,
eannot be long delayed. This is a melancholy picture ;
and it is sad to think that statesmen and politicians, whose
special business it is to guard against war and revolution,
s{;ou]d be themsclves chiefly to biame for almost all the
calamities of nations. Theee men have been for a long
time jealous of the Church, and zealous in corrupting the
nations by means of secular and godless edueation. They
have sown the wind, and now by a just retribution they
are reaping the whirlwind, :

THE HOMY. RULE DEBATE.

SixcE the Australian colonies bhave been linked with the
mother-country by cable communiention, much of the excite.
ment and futerest hitherto attached to the arrival of the
European mails has been lessened. In these days of progress
when scierce Las annihilated distance, and the stirrlng events
which are agitating the world's capitals are flashed to the
utterinost ands of the exrth within but a few hours of their
oceurrence, the news borue by the steamers having been invari-
ably anticipated by wire, causes their arrival to be looked for-
ward to in a menuer very different to that of a fesy years since.
In addition to thds, the changes in the politics] kaleidoseope
tollow each ather in such rapid Buccession, that unless aff;

airs
of mare than usual weight arrest our attention, they become
mutters of the past, anly

to be reealled to our memory by
each incoming mail.  Ou the other hand, however, the news
received by tulegram is generally so meagre in defail, and
subject to so many inaceuracies, thst on questions of moment
we are compelled to awsit the arrival of the Home files for
clucidation. Although the result of the debate in the Com-
mons un the Home Rule, which took Place ou the 30th June,
became known to colonial readers in less time than it would
kave Licen kuown in the Irish capital at the commencement
of the present century, yet it was not until two months luter
that the particalars of thas great struggle for the national
cause were placed before them. On that, as on every cther
question of a national character, the Frish members have been
averwlhieln.ed by apreponderanceof the English voting power fn
the House. During the Jast Session of the Imperial Partiament,
vu five different questions affecting the internal welfare of the
country, has the Irish vote; aud the voice of the nation, been
swamped by the intrusion of a hostile British majority. At the
opening of the Session, the motion by the hon. member for
Limerick with regard to the disuffection so prevalent in Ireland
and uvrging the Government to remove the admitted grievances
under which she groaned, slthough carried by a majority of
two to one of Irish members, was rejected by a majority of
English und Scoteh, When the Irish Municipal Fravchise
Bill cate up for its second reading, although the Irish votes
pumbered 43 to 12, or almost 4 to 1, 1t met with the
same fate us its predecessor. The majority on the question
of Irish Ruilways was even more disproportionate, the division-
list showing the result ns 46 to 6, or 8 to 1 ; yet still in the
face of this decided expression of npproval, the mensure was
defeated by the English aud Scoteh vote ; and a similar suceess
attended the introduction of the Sunduy Closing and Conven-
tion Acts, buth of which seeured considerable majorities of
the nativnal vote. With sneh recent cxperience of liberal
legislation before them, there were unot many who could
have auticipated for a moment that on a question of such
magnitude as Home Rule, the result would have been other-
wise than it has heew. Some idea may be formed of the
importance attached to the debate, when it is stated that over

500 members of the House~—a number very rarely gathered

within the wali of St. Stephen’s at one time—were in their

seuts, «nd all the present and most of the members of the
late Ministry were amongst the earliest arcivals, The Jeader
of the party, Mr Isssc BuTT, undertook the task of moving
the resolution of the evening, and in a speech of almost two
heurs’ duration, in whick the most telling and unauswerable
arguments were brovght forward, he kept the House in such
& state of -respectful silence as rarely occurs. The * Timey’
of the following duy spoke of it s the best speech ever do-
livered at Westminister, a Judgment that was universally
endorsed by every critic who liad the good fortune to be
present cn the occasion, The leadler was followed by a host
of others, whose elequence was listened to with wondering
admiration, calling foith the remark that * it showed that
true oratory wus not dead in Ireland’s sons, or in Parliawent,”
But although the speakers were listened to with respectful
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deference—the principal antagouists being the Attorney-
General fur Ireland and the renegade Chief of the Glens —the
measure mes with thie fate which advocate ani opponent ulike
expected. (ut of a House of 521, 63 members voted for Mr
Burr’s motion, and 458 agnainst it; out of the 163 members
by which Jreland is supposed to he represented, 95
recorded their votes, and of these 59 were in favor, and 36
against Home Rule. It will be thus seen that by a clear
majority of one-foucth of Ireland’s representatives the claim
Las beern unmistakably made for self-government ; and
much experience to imagine that this
fuet alone will move the Imperial Parliament to do Jjustice to
Ireland, yet it proclaims aloud that the voice of the nation
demands bome legislation, It also plainly proves that Irish
representution, when tue national wants run counter i the
slightest degree to the’ wishes of English members, is o
mockery and a favee ; wnd that on all questions affecting its
welfare, unless wheun it becomes politie to temporise, the Irish
members wight as beneficially ¢t in session at St. Peter§;
burgh. The tactics employed in a neighboring colony fo
compel justice being done o it, might be Leneficially followed
ab home. In the earlier days of tue colonies, and before
Victoria had reaped the benefit of governing her own loeal
nffairs, the representatives of Pors Phillip in the Sydney
Legislature found that so persistently were their efforcs for
the benefit of their constitnency frustrated by the overwhel:n-
ing preponderence of the New South Woles vute, that they
resigned their trust, and the district elected Eary BE GREY o8

its representative.  The expedient was a eclever and a happy
one, and the proud eminence which she has since attainéd
dates 1ts commencement from the era of self-government.

Tuz Wellington * Tribune’ in-eontradieting the statement that My
Kennaway, of Christchurch, had boen appointed to the post of Secre-
tary to the Agent-General, falls into a grave error i giving the
untecedents of the gentleman who has been temporarily sppointed to
that ofice. Tt snys:—“"there is no truth in the stetement that M
Kennaway, of Cheistchurch, has been aphointed Secretary to the
dgent-General.  The successor to Dr Waller Buller in this offico is
Mr Cashel Hoey, who is known in colonial eireles, and went Home
from Melbourne with the Agent-General of Victoria. He is perhaps
better knowy, however (it we may use an Inishism in conneetion witly
an Ivislunan), as the husband of lis wile, the celebratod novelist, Mrs
Cashol Hoey,” Perhaps tho ‘ Tribune’ will be somewhat mrprised to
learn that Mz Joln Cnshel Mooy has mever been in Vietorin or any
other Colony, and consequently its statement with regard to his going
Home with tho Agent-gencral of Vietoria is sltogether & mistake,
Mr 1ioey was associated with Sir Charles Dauffy on the * Nation,’ hold.
ing a smull interest in the paper, but on Siv Charles emigrating to
Victorda, he becamo chief editor and part proprietor, in eonjunetion
with Mre &, M. Sullivan, its present owner, and one of the members
for Louth. Many yenrs since Mr Hocy, having been admitted to the
Bur, resigned his aditorinl position, nnd hoving marvied o widow lody,
naszed Stewart, a constant contributor to the © Nution,” and now the
celebrated nuthoress, he migrated to London, of whicl city he has been
a. resident ever since.

For the sccond time, through the inclemeney of the weather, the
entertainment in aid of the Poxt Chalmers Clurch, hed to be post-
paued. As 5 most attractive item in the progeamme is the Moonlight
Exeursion, and as having the trip without being illumined by ¢ the
“mooen'’s pale lamp” would be somewhat like playing “ Hamlet” witle
the purt of the melameholy Dane exeised, it has been o matter of
necsssity that'the further pastponement shiall b to such o date as to
socure that mest nceessary nceessary, and with o hope that the
clements will bo then more propitious. It may also be stated tht the
Yolders of tickets will not suffer any loss by the delay, as it has been,
deeided that, toking advantnge of the cxtension of time ab command,
the committee will furnish an improved programme. As it hns been
arranged thet the entortainment should” be postpoued for o montl,
bolders of tickets and othors will xeecive through advertisereens ample
intimation of the date on which it will be carried out.

Tiw project of connceting Dunedin with the Peninsuln and
Ocenn Beach by railway is not to be allowed to slumbar. The Pro-
gpectus of the con;.ipu.ny uppears in our advertising coltuns, und from,
the long list of inHluential names on the Provisionzl Comunittee smpl]
doubt should exist of the matler being brought to a successtul issue.
It is proposed to commence near the crossing of the Clutha line pt
the Andorson’s Bay road making use of the Dunedin partion of that
line uatil the Company deem thomselves in » position to construct a
scparate one for their own use. The Governmont requguising the
beaelits arising from the - nderluking havo yaade most liberal conces-
sions i its favor, giving all public lands required for the construction
of the ling, including the land for a terminus a4t Drnedin, and also
offering to work the line with its rolling stock on fair and ressonable
teums.  The Forbury Branch will pass the Racecourse and terminate
near the Forbury read, and there can be little doubt that the receipta
to be derived from the pues:nger traffic will puy a good percentoge on.
the outlay. . .

T tempestuous weather which has been experienced during the
‘a3t week appanrs not to have been eonfined to Dunedin alone. ¥rom
ull parfs of the colony reports have been recsived of destruction of
property and the imminent danger ofl ife. Every town throughout the



