
Fobthe second time, through the inclemencyof the weather the.entertainment in aidof thePort Chalmers Church, had to bo post-poned. As amost attractive item in the programme is theMoonlightExcursion, and as having the trip without being illumined by "the"moons pale lamp" wouldbe somowhat like playing "Hamlet" with:the part of the melancholy Dane excised, it has been a matter ofnecessity that the further postponement shall be to such a date as to-secure that most necessary accessary, and with a hope that tlieelements willbe then morepropitious. Itmayalso be stated that tlieholders of tickets willnot suffer any loss by the delay, as ithas beendecided tlitit, taking advantageof the extension of time at command,the committee will furnish an improvedprogramme. As it has been,
arranged that the entertainment should be postponed for a month,holders of ticketsand others will receive throughadvertisementample
intimation of the date on whichitwill bo carried out.

lub project of connecting Dunedin with the Peninsula andOcean Beai;h by railway is not to be allowedto slumber. The j>r

-
o-spectus of the company appears in our advertising columns, and from,

tlie long list of influentialnameson the ProvisionalCommitteesmalldoubt should existof the matter being brought to a successful issue.Itis proposed to commence near the crossing of the Clutha lineatthe Anderson's Bay roadmaking- use of theDunedinportionof tlmfcline until the Company deem tkoiaselves in a positiontoconstruct a.separate one for their own use. The Government recognising thebenefits arising from the .ndorlaking have made most liberalconces-sions mits favor, giving allpublic lands requiredfor the construction,
of the lino,including the land for a terminus at Dunedin,andalsooffering to workthe linowith its rolling stock on fairandreasonable
teams. The Forbury Branch will pass the Racecourse and terminatenear theForbury road,and there can be little doubt thatthe receipts
tobe derivedfrom the patsinger traffic will pay a goodpercentage on.the outlay.

Tub tempestuous -weather whichhasbeen experiencedduring the.'a?t week appears not to havebeen confinedto Dunedinalone. Fromallparts ot the colony reports Ixare been received of destruction of
propertyand theimminentdanger oflife. Every townthroughout the

THE HOME RULE DEBATE.
Since the Australian colonies have been linked with themother-country by cablecommunication, much of the excite-ment and interest hitherto attached to the arrival of theEuropean mailshas beenlessened. Ln these days of progresswhen science has annihilated distance,and the stirring eventswhich are agitating the world's capitals are flashed to theuttermost ends of th«* earth within but a few hours of theiroccurrence, thenews borneby the steamers havingbeen invari-ablyanticipatedby wire,causes their arrival to be looked forward to iv amanner verydifferent to thatof afew years sinceIn addition to this, the changes in the politickkaleidoscopefollow eachotherin such rapid succession, that unless affairsor more thanusual weight arrest our attention, they becomematters of the past, only to be recalled to our memory byeachincoming mail. On the other hand, however, the newsreceivedby telegram is generally so meagre in detail, andsubject to so many inaccuracies,tout on questions of momentwe arecompelledto await the arrival of the Home files forelucidation. Although the result of the debate in the Com-mons on the Home Kule, which took place ou the 30tli Junebecameknown to colonial readers in less time than it wouldhave beenknown in the Irish capital at the commencementof the present century, yet it was not until two months laterthat the particulars of that great struggle for the nationalcause were planed before them. On that,as on every otherquestionof a nationalcharacter, the Irish members have beenoverwhelmedbyapreponderauceoftheEnglish votingpower inthe House During thelastSession of the ImperialParliamentou five different questionsaffecting the internal welfare of thecountry has the Irish vote,- and the voice of the nation beenswamped hytheintrusionof ahostileBritishmajority. At theopening of the Session, the motion by the hon. member forLimencK withregardtothedisaffection soprevalentinIreland i
andurging theGovernment toremove the admitted grievancesunder « Inchshe groaned,although carried by a majority oftwo to one of Irish members, was rejectedby a majority ofEnglish and Scotch. When the Irish Municipal FranchiseBillcame up for its second reading, although the Irish votesnumbered 43 to 12, or almost 4 to 1,It met with thesamelate as its predecessor. The majority on the questionot IrishRailwayswasevenmore disproportionate, the division-listshowing the result as 46 to G, or 8 to 1;yet still in thefaceof thw decided expression of approval, themeasure wasdefeatedby theEnglishandScotch vote;and asimilar successattendedthe introduction of the Sunday Closing and Conven-tion Acts,both of which secured considerable majoritiesofthe national vote. With such recent experienceof liberallegislation before them, there were not many who couldhave anticipated for a moment that on a questionof suchmagnitude as Home Kule, the result wouldhave been other-wise than it has been. Some idea may be formed of theimportance attached to the debate, when it is stated that over500 membersof the House-a number very rarely gatheredwithin the wall of St.Stephen's at one time-were in theirseats ,-nd all the present and most of the members of thelateMinistry w«e amongst the earliest arrivals. The leaderof the party, Mr Isaac Hutt,undertook the taskof movingtheresolution of the evening,and ina speech of almost twohours duration, in which the most tellingand unanswerablearguments were brought forward, he kept the House in sucha state of-respectful silence as rarely occurs. The "

Times'ol the following day spoke of it as the best speech ever de-livered at Westminister, a judgment that was universallyendorsed by every critic v-ho had the good fortune to bepresent on the occasion. The leader was followed by ahostof others, whose eloquence was 'listened to with wonderin*adnnrauon, calling foith the remark that "it showed thattrue oratory wasnot dead in Ireland's sons,or inParliament "±$ut although the speakers were listened to with respectful

NEW ZEALAND TABLET. [Saturday, Oct. 3, 1874.
that Eussia is arming. Everything, therefore; portends
a coming storm,andone,too,that, inallhumanprobability,
cannot be long delayed. This is amelancholy picture;and it is sad to think that statesmen andpoliticians, whosespecialbusiness it is to guard against war and revolution,
should be themselves chiefly to blame for almost all the
calamities of nations. Those men have been for a long
time jealous of the Church,and zealous incorrupting thenationsby means of secular and godless education. Theyhave sown the wind,andnow by a just retribution they
are reaping the whirlwind.

deference— tlie principal antagonists being the Attorney-
General for Ireland and therenegadeChief of the Glena -themeasuremet with the fate whichadvocate anr<i opponentalikeexpected. Out of aHouse of 521, C3members voted for MrButt's motion, and 458 against it;out of the 103 membersby which Ireland is supposed to be represented, 95recorded their vot^s, and of these 59 wnre in favor,and 36against Home Rule. It will be thus seen that by aclearmajority of one-fourth of Ireland's representatives the claimhas beer, unmistakably made for self-government;andalthough \vt> have, too much experienceto imagine that thisfact alonewillmove the Imperial Parliament to do justice toIreland,yet it proclaims aloud that the voice of. thenationdemands home legislation. It also plainly proves that Irishrepresentation,when tlie national wants run counter in theslightest degree to the' wishes of English members, is amockery and a farce;and that on all questions affecting itswelfare,unless when it becomes politic to temporise, the frishmembers^ might as beneficially fit in session atSt. Peters-burgh. The tactics employed in a neighboring colony ffocompel justice being done to it,might bebeneficially followedat home. In the earlier days of the colonies, and beforeVictoriahad reaped the benefit of governingher own localntfairs, the representatives of Port Phillip in the SydneyLegislature found that so persistently were their efforts forthe benefit of their constituency frustrated by the overwhelm-ingpruponderence of the New South Wales vute, that theyresignedtheir trust, and thedistrictelectedEablbe Grey asits representative. The expedient was a clever and a happyone, and the proud eminence which she has since attaineddates its commencement from, the era of self-government. -

NEWS OF THE WEEK.
Ihe Wellington 'Tribune' in-contradicting the statement that Mr-Kennaway, of Christcliurch,hadbeen appointedto the post of Secre-tary to the Agent-General, falls into a grave error in giving theantecedents of the gentleman who has been temporarily appointedtotimtoihee. Itsays:— "There is no truth in the statement that Mi-Jvennawuy, of Chmtchurch, lias been appointed Secretary to theAgent-General. The successor to Dr Walter Buller in this office isMr Cashel lioey,who is known in colonial circles,and went Homeirom Melbournewith the Agent-Genera! of Victoria. Heis perhapsbetterknown, however (if wemay use anIrishism in connection withanIrishman), as the husband of his wife, the celebratednovelist MrsOashel Hoey." Perhaps the

'
Tribune' will be somewhat surprised tolearn that Mr JohnCashel Hoey has never been in Victoria or anyother Colony, and consequently its statement withregard tohis goingJdLome witli the Agent-general of Victoria is altogether a mistakeMr lloey wasassociatedwithSir CharlesDuffy on the 'Nation,' hold,

nig a small interest in the paper, but on Sir Charles emigrating to>ictoria, ho became chief editor and part proprietor, inconjunctionwith Mr A. M. Sullivan, its present owner, andone of thememberstor liouth. Many yearssince MrHoey,having been admittedto the.Bar, resigned his editorial position,andhaving married a widow ladynamed Stewart, a constant contributor to the 'Nation,'and now thecelebrated authoress,he migrated toLondon,ofwhichcityhe hasbeena resident ever since.
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