.

12

NEW ZEALAND TABLET.

{Saturday, Oct. 3, 1874,

WAIFS AND STRAYS,

A CorstsnMan’s JovRNEY.—The despost mine in Cornwall is Dol
~contly, now about 360 fathoms, or 720 yards from the surfuce. Gne man
hias been working in the mine for forty yenra, During all that time
he has lived five miles from the mine.” So that he has walked ten
miles a duy, in nddition to his Inbor ; and a caleulation which has just
been mnde, shows that this man has during his forty years waiked
120,000 niles, which is equal to five times round the world, and half
the distanee to the moon,

A FeriNg FEAr 1. tap House or ComuoNg.—Whilst Mr
Gnthorne Hardy was speaking agamnst the Publio Worship Regulation
Bill, an amusing incident occurred, A grey cat entered the Houae,
-either by the Opposition gungway, or the Clerk’s table, When 1t was
seen it was leisurely proceeding across the floor; but at o shout
Grimalkin became frightened out of ite wits, and instend of rushing
buck the way it came, it dashed across the shoulders of hon. members
#itting upon the front Ministerial benches, and jumped over a eucces.
sion of heads, until it vanished by a side door. No one listened to
M Hardy sny more, and fucetious members, of course, endenvorad to
improve the occasion. The cat, it was said, knew that in the prrson
-of 8ir W. Harcourt and Mr Hardy himself there were © rats"” about,
and had thus been attracted th the Mouse, Others said that thers
were 80 many trimmers in the House, that they naturally wanted to
see which way * the cat jumped,” and Grimalkin had come in te
gratifly a0 reasonable a wish,

01D TarrsTiY.—Some of the finest tapestry hangings in the
world are now to be seen at the Kensington Musevmn. They fovimerly
belonged to the Duke of Lerma, Prime Minister of Philip ITI. of
Bpain, sud, though onterior in date to Gobelin tapestry, are in admir.
able preservation. The desigus were drawn by Luca Giordano, snd
the hangings have been lent to the directors of South Kensington
Museum by the Count de Galve, brother to the Duke of Berwick and
Albs, in whose family (hey lave been for the lust 200 yoors, Few
things in the museum are better worth visiting than these mugnificent
specimens of high nrt.

¢ Hra Makk."—In sucient timeg, the mark of the cross was not
invariably a proof of ignorance ; for smong the Saxons the mark of the
cross, as an attestation of the good fuith of the person signing, was re-
<uired to be attached to the signature of those who conld write, In
those times if & man could write, or even read, his knowledpe was con-
#idered proof presumptive that he was in holy orders. The clericus,
or clerk, was synonymous with penman; and the luty, or peaple who
wero not clerks, did not feel any urgent necessity for the nse of letters,
The ancient use of the cross wes thersfors universal, alike by those
who could and could not write ; it was, indeed the symbol of un oath,
from its sacved nssocintions, as well as the mark fenerully adopted.
Hence the origin of the exprersion, * Grod savs the mark,” as a form
of ejuculatton approaching the charncter of an oath,

SPEsE NG OvT.~During the debate on the Licensing Bill, Lord
Balisbury guve their Lordship’s u little bit of bis mind :—" He wanted
to know, for justunce, why tile masters, who drank champagne, inside,
‘were not restricted as well as the footman who drunk Feer outside ;
and why, if the lower clusses got power, they should not diotate Peers'
hubits of life, s Peers now dictate theirs ? For his part he did not
see why the Lords did not dictate how mueh the poor people should
eat. They lad just us mueh right.”” Phese are drendfully demoeratic
sentiments in a Marquis of Salishury.

TREORIGIN oF Ear-uiNgs.—Accordingta Mahomimedans, Abraham
began the pructice of wearing ear-rings. in one of Ssral’s Jealous fira
respecting Bagar, glie declured that ske would not rest until she had
dipped her hands in Iugar's blood, In order to quiet Buraly, and en-
able her to redeem her promise without further upsetting her house-
hold, Abraham pierced Hagn's ears, and draw rings throngh them.
TFrom that fime eur-rings became the fashion.

AN AMERICAN PICTURE-BUTER.—An Amerionn mitist tells this
story of a fellow-conntryman who intersivwed lim in one of the
Ttaliae gallerics :—American. “Oh, I am g0 glad. Let me ask you soms
questions 1 have been buying some pictures, Can you teill me whe.
ther or not I have been cheated ? They nre about so lurge,” holding
his hands in vurions positions to indicate the vavious sizes, “and cost
80 muel,” numing the price of each. “Do you think I puid oo
wueh 22 The artist, being unwilling to disturb his equanimity, replied
that it depended u good deal on ¢ircumstnnces, but he thought it most,
likely he hud not poid more than was right.  “One inore question,
Mister,” ho excluimed anxiously, 59 the artist was about to resume
work.  © Qertuinly, sie.” Do you think {leaning aver him, und
gpeaking in o lower tone), *do you really think, Mister, thas these
Lrye tallians put geod materials in their pictuyes "

A Mo¥srEr Gux.—7this monster piece of ordnance {says the
*Ewpira of July 25) will, when finisded, be greater than twice the
size of tue lnrgest gun in existence, and its destructive powers at fight.
ing range equally proportionnte,  With o 16in Pprejectile, weighiag
16301 und a maximum charge of 3001b of nowder, 16 will pierce the
best iron plates, 20in thick, at 500 yards, 16in plates at 5300 yards,
and will prich o 16in shell into a ship or fortresa at g distance of
10,300 yuras. The steel block forming e inver tube was the largest
ever cust, welghing 12 tons ; whilst the frunnjon piece; about 18 tons,
wus the Jurgeet piece ever produced us the arsenn).  The actual eost of
this feariul engine of war will, we learn, ot full far shovt of £8500.

A Livizg AuroMaroN.—* Galignani suys:—A eurious patient ia
Just now an inmate of Dr. Mesnet’s ward at the Hopitul 8t Antcine.
His profession was thut of o singer at the Cufds Chantants. During
the war of 1870-71, he was liit over the lelt ear by a musket bullet,
which corried off bare the biuin of the left side. “Fhis led toa teni-
porury parslesiy of (he members on the opposite side, us is always the
case; but hie was eventually cured of this, while the tramendous
waund on {he skull began to heal, 8o thut after a time he could resume
Lis professionel duties nt the calés to the sstisfuction of the publia,
Suddenly, however, he was seized with nervons symptos, lasting from
&4 to 28 hours, and of such an estraordinary nature that it was oop.

-lee-water every morning, then serub

sidered safa to taks him to the hospital. His maldy is easior to illus-.
trutm by examplos than to define. = When ho is in his it ke has no
aepsitiveness of his own, and will bear physical prin without beina-
sware of it; but it will may be influenced by vontart with extarior-
ohjocts. Set him on his foet, and R8s moon as they touch the ground,
they awaken in Lim tha denire of walking ; he then morchas straight
on guite steadily, with fized eyes, without #3¥ing » word, or knowing
what is going on about him. If he meets with an_obstacle in his way
he will touch it, and try to make ous by feeling what it is, and then
attempt fo get ont of its way. If sevpral persons join hands and form
# ring around him, be will fry to find an onening by repentedly cross- -
ing over from one side to the other, and fhis without betraying the-
slightest consciousness or impationce. Pt g pen into his hand ; this
will instantly awaken in him a desire of writing ; he will fumble nbout
for ink snd paper, and if these be placed befora him, he wili write a
very seneible letter ; but when the fit ig over, e will recollect nothirg-

at all about it.  Give him some eigarctte paper, he will instantly take-

out his tobaceo bag, roll a cigarette very cloverly, and light it with o
mabzls from his ewn box.

_Put them out one after snother, he will 41y
from first to last to get u light, and pu% up in the end with his ilt auc~

cess. But ignite a maich yoursslf, and give it to him, he will not use-
it, and let it burn between his

fingora. Wil his tobucco-bag with any-.
thing, no matter what—shavings, cotton. lint, hag, &o., he will roll his
cigarette just the swmse, light and smoke it without perceiving the hoax,
Bug, betier still, put a pair of gloves into his hand and he will put-
them on at once ; ths, reminding kim of his profestion, will make
him look for his music, A roll of Paper is then given to him, upon,
which he sssumes the attitude of o ginger betars the public, and
warbles some picea of hia repertory. If you place yourslf before him
ha will feel shout on your person, and meeting with Four watch, l 8-
will tranafer it from your pocket to his own ; but, on the other hand,

will allow you, without any resiatance op impatience whatever, to take
it back again,

BoME San Fravcisco Srarrsrics.
llustrate come of the peciiarities of the American people, their love of
travel, nind fondness for hotel life, San Franeisco contains 63 hotels,,
520 lodging houses, and 380 board and lodging houses, There are 43
miles of stveet car lines (double track). These lines are owned by
8 companies, running 175 enrs. During 1873 they earried 124,284,357
passengers, earning 1,100,000 dols., and employing 700 men and
1500 horses. The plant of these lines is eatimnted nt 20,000,400 dols.
Han Franciteo hns ten savings” bunks, with 51,807 deposito-s, owning
47,500,000 dols. For rity lonns these institutions charga from 8 1o &
per ceat. ; on vountry loans 10 to 11 per cent. Dupositors receive an,
average of teu per cent., although. some of the savings’ banka pay ns:
high es I per cent. per month. = There ars 19 commercial banks, with
an aggvegute total of 20,000,000 do's, The totn] banking capital of
the State is shout 110,000,000 dols., or £22,000,000. The railways
connected with San Francisco eniploy about 1500 men, whose wages-
aggregate one million and a guarter dollars per annum,
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SOCIAL FALLACIES,

Brs1prs others, we commit the still greates errors of plunging into-
all the skin off with o horse-hair
brush or a soarse board towel ; sit down to breakfast of ontmenl saw-

dust ; dine off a tablespoonful of wheat and two berries, and make a
supper on cafnip fea, then be put through a Russian bath of five

hundred degrees; sleep under an open window when the ther-
mometer is at zero ; wear long hair ; dress the women in pantaloons ;
make nil our property over to them ; then ait down inthe kitehen

corner and nurse the baby, and when it is aslecp, help to wash up the-
tea-things, and go to bed at nine o’clock to ba out of ‘the way.”

What will becomio of us men ? Surely wo have fullen on evil times.

A better and truer mode of life is to have pilenty of everything that is

good to ent and drink, which imparts nourishment and strength, and

s mueh of it as you want., The idea of getting up from the table

bungry is unnatural, and absurd, and hurtful-—quite as much so as
getting up fi the morning before your sleep is out, on the mischievous
%rineiple that “early to rise, makes  man healthy, wealthy and wise.””

larly vising, in civilized society, always tends to shorten life. Early
rising of itsslf never id anybody any good. Mauy a farmer's boy %
been made an invalid for life by being mnde to get up at daylig
Lefore his sleep was out.  Many o young girl has been stuntod in body
and mind and constitution by being made to get up befors the system
Lias had ite full rest, AN who are growing, all who work hard, and
all weakly pevsons should not get up until they feel as if they would
Le more comfortable to get up than to remain in bed ; that is the

only trne messure of sufficiency of rest and sleep.  Any one who

gets up in the morning feeling ns if he “ would give anything in the

world ™ to remain in bed a while longer, does violence to his own
nature, and will alweys suffer from it-—not immedintely, it mny be,

but certainly in Jutter years, by the cumulative ill effects of the most:
unwise practies. In any given case, Lhe person who gets up in the

morning belore he is fully rested, will Inck just that much of the

energy requisite for the duy’s pursuit.

As a people, we do not geb enough sleep,
rost, we will not take time for these things,
our instability, our hasty temper, and the prematuve giving ous of the
staming of life. Half of us mre old ot three score, the very time a
sunn ought to be in his mental, moral, and physical prime. Half of
our wives, especinlly in the farming districts, die long before their time
boeause they do not get rest and sicep proportioned to their lobor,
Nino tivaes out of ten, it would be better for all parties if the farmer
should get up and light the fives and prepare breakinst for his wife,
she coming divectly from hor toilet to tho breakfast table, because it
almost alwnys happens that she has to remain up to set things right
long attet the hwsband has goue to bod. This is monstrously crucl
impasition on wives aud mothors,—* Hall’s Jowrml of Health,

—The following figures will

we donot get enough
lience our mervousness,

Arongat the seamen and

petty officors of the Ohaanel Flebt there
are 250 total abatainers,



