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McMAHON'S LEAP FOR LIFE,
¥x 1831, President McMehon, then o young lieutensnt, serving with
the French Army in Algeria, under the command of Marshial Bugeaud,
was stationed with & smull company of men at an outlying settlement,
forty miles from licodquarters. ‘The Arubs, ihen bitterly hostile to the
nw eolonists, besieged the small fort, slangitered all the soldiers they
could entely, intercepted ull supplies, and brought the litéle garrison to
the very verge of starvation. Capitulation was nat fo be thought of,
for that meant immediate sloughter. Ilelp from the marshnl was not
to be expected, for hio was quite unaware of their dunger; in fuct, oll
hope seemed lost, when MeMahon volunteered to be the bearer of
-despatehies announcing their predicument. The commandant thought
lsh'e venturs perfectly useless, ns the iztervening country was absolutely
alive with infuriated Arahs; but, being aware that help must come in
that manner, if it eame at all, he reluctantly consented to what he
considered a tiie time wus the desperats snerifice of & valuable life,

. MecMahon, perfecily overjoyed at gaining consent to Mis enter-
Prise, spent the short time intervening before his start in looking care-
£.1ly to the equipment of his horse, anll to his own accoutrements, and
in the first hour of durkness he sst oub, brisk, blythe, and debonnaire
as ever yay young soldier on parade, with bright eyes gazing on his
splendor,  The wily Arabs, seldom eaught unnware, soon noted his
depurture, and foliowed hard and fust in his rear ; but seeing that his
eourse loy toward a broad and deep envine, some five miles from the
post, they spread out wildly, hoping to omflank him when he should
be compelled to turn at the . brink, and so0, securing him alive, lenrn
from him under torture all thiese particulars eoncerning thie French
‘forces whiel: they wanted to obtuin, MeMahon, who had in the first
mile or two easily distanced them, vnderstood their plan thovoughly,
and waos well prepared to meet it. Mo looked back und saw in the
moonlight the constantly inereasing crowd of white-clad warriors
sprending ouk in.a wide semi-cirele behind him.  ILe knew well how
they exulted in the thought that they would wring from hia tortared
frame ull the-secrets they wanted to know, and he guiclly slackenad
d little the headiong speed of his horse, in order to veserve its strength
for the effort he had determined upon, that should, hie hoped, sava
life and liberty. The Arabs, thinking that his horee was alveady fail-
ing, renewed their efforts to overtake and surronad lini, and by the
time he hod reached within a few hundred yords of the brink, their
ghouts ef triumph were clearly audible, But Avabs, ns well as other
men, sametimes couttt their chickens before they ave hatched, nnd 8o
it proved they had done in this cuse. Wbey had headed him almost to
to the brink of the dieadfil chusm, snd followed hard behind, certain
of nn essy capture, when, ell of a sudden, chedient to the muster’s
resolute hand upon the reign, the liorse broke into swilt gallop, and,
with a touch fronz the spur, a flick from the glove, and an encouraging
word from the well-known voice, gallant steed and gullant vider clearved
the yawning gap, and, landing on the opposite side, were out of sight
-of the enraged Avabs before they could get the slightest ehuuee of
taking even a deliberate nim. In two hours more McMahon stood
before his ustounded chief, and two hours after that, vefusing rest and
rvelief, he aceompanied the nid he had risked bis life to procure, on its
“way to his béleuguered companions.

HOME RULE.

TnE following letter was addressed by the able and patriotie member
for Meath County to the editor of the London ¢ Mail —
*Rir,—1In a leading article in your paper of yesterds
subje » of Home Rule for Irelund.}%u wrﬂté t— 7 7 upon the
** The domination of Romen Catholic sentiment in Treland would
be grievously felt by ilie Protestants in o hundred ways—in ecclesins-
tienl, educational, and flacal policy. A fend, dating ita origin seren
centuvies buck, world be re-opened, and the stern purpose of the
majority would be to retort upon the mineriiy, in a hundred disarree-
able ways, the evils and ignominies they had so long inflicted. Uaudep
u Federal Government the Imperisl Parliument would not only be com-
eiled to tolerate this provocation to civil war, but in certain conceiv.
w¥2 cireumstances sustain the oppressive policy of the local Legisla-
ture. If there is anything to uwrge against this line of ohjestion, it
cught to be adduced by some Home Ru.o member,’

“T am one of the muny Home Rule members who were prevented |

from addressing the Hause, owing to the shortness of the time ullowed
for the debate and the impatience of the mujority last night, Mnd I
spoken, it was my intention to offer sowme remarks upon the passage
which I have quoted from your article. =

“Iam awoere that the secterian prejudices and jealousies enter-
tained by the bulk of my Protesiaus Telilow-conntrymen agninst the
Catholics sre the eause why but few Irish Protestauts have joined in
the national movement. 1 should have endenvored to upss againat
your line of objection to ITome Rule such considerations as rhe follow«
ing :—Neither in the Repeal movemnens nor in the Fenian movement,
nor in the Honie Rule movement —and these tliree schemes embraced
all the parties of Irish nationalists, extreme and moderate—lins s sinele
-case occurred (to my knowledge) wherein expresrion hag boengivencl.sy
a Wationalist to hatred or evil intention towards Protestants. Neither
has any Irish Nationalist ever expressed evil intention towarde the
Scoteh or the English resident in Iveland. The universal spntiment
-of 1vish Nationalists at ull times since the Tuion ius been of porfect
religious liberty and equality, of perfect equality bafore the law for
all races ond classes, of equul freedom snd right for all Irish
«itizens,

“In parts of Ireland where the Cutholics form the wajority of
the papulation, no Protestent is ever injured or affronted on aveount of
his religion. In the few purts of Irelund wkere the Protestauts form
the majority—for example, at Belfast, where they are two to one s at
Turgan and Portadown, where they ure three to one—there is aslm}.e-

dul contrast, In constifmencies where the Catholics form the,

majority, Protestants are frequently elected to corporatious, to Boards
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of Guardinns, to Parlininent. In constituens.ed wlhiere Protestonts are
tho mujority Catholics are never clected. Lt is in Protestant Englund,
where the Catholirg, who nuruber probably over threo millions, hivd
not o gingle Paviinmentaryrepreseatative, though a tolorant spirit is
exhibited in electing nbout a score of Jews to represent their commu-
nity of perliaps 4 hundred thousand souls.

* Agningb any ‘grievons domination of Catholie sentiment’ the
Irigh Protestunts may fecl secure- if they use their common sense in
considering their numbers, theiv wenlth, the prestiye given them by
their past azcendency, their nearness to Frotestant Hngland, and the
lundamental article in the proposed Home Rule constitulion in their
favor. Perseculion in Irvland has always been of Catholics --naver.by
them. And now en the Confinent it is only Catholies who are being
persecated, und nowhers Protestants.

“T am, Eir, your obedient servant,
Joun MaRrTix.

 House of Commons, July 4,”

JOHN ROACH.

THE GREAT IRISH-AMERICAN SHID-BUILDER.

T have no reason to lnud the acts, writings oz say ings of Johin Roach,
in reforence to the rovival of Amcrican ship-building, but simply to
state some plain facts, which it scems proper to rocord on the puge of
history. Some four or five years ago an attempt was made to orgenize
those mterosted in tho vavious branches of the ship-building industry
into ea assceislion, which sbould, by systomatic and concorted aclion,
do something practieal towurds awakening an interest in this direction.
A fow meetings were beld, and the fact soon developed that nothing
} could bo doue, beeanse everybody was afraid that his neighbor might
| possibly guin some advantage which the other might not share in, and
: the whole affair fell lo the ground. Jealousy, envy and bickerings
| marked all conversation upon tho subject, and the prospeet looked
| gloomy. Nothing daunied, John Roach-struck ous boldly and alone,
| determined to ¥ do or die.” Mis every move was watehed, his every
act was commented upon, and even obstacles, which scemed unsur-
mountable, were put in lis way. IIe hecded them not, but faithfully
and earnestly pushed on. Heo enlarged his flold of operations, he
expanded his power and influence, ho was faithful to himpself and
to tho great aim he had in view—the restoration of our ship-building
interests.  Jealousy warned into hatred, and Jolhin Ronch stood slone,
unterrified and apparently ns stolenl as a Dutch genersl in the thme of
peace. Mo apparently did wob lear the clamor. He lived on the
railroad. Backwards ancd forwards, *twixt New York end Washing-
ton, Lie travelled, keeping his own cownsel, but pathering facts that
were unanswoerable to hurl ageinst his cnemies, and against, more
| particulmly, the ingidious foreign enemies of owr shipping interests.
I Af lnst his power wns felt, his influence acknowledged, his rensoning
{ appreciated. Ilis promises were made good in his sets, His palpable
| productions, his handiwork, gradually kissed the waters; his ships
| domoustrated that American ships could be built in Ameriean ships-
| yurds; he proved that his labors were not in vain ; he showod the
| encniy thaf the navigation laws of the counbry could not be repealed,
and thob honesty of purpose, strict attention to buginess, and fidelity,
would, in ¢ime, be rewarded.  This country to to-day, and especinlly
the ship-building interest, owe to Johu Roach n debt of gratitude they
eanl never repay. o has by mo means finished his labors, nor
achieved the fane yet in store for him.

His aim is nob the smoney his work will bring him; but the
proudest ambition of his life 1s to see our fleets culnumber those of
the world, and Great Britain especinlly. We venture to say that
there is 1o journalists in this country to-day who has had better
opportunities of watehing the movements of Mr Roach than the
writer, or who has been more intimate with him, or las hac better
opportunities of knowing the true molives which have actuated him,
step by step, as he has pressed onward in his struggle—-for it has been
a struggle, and a terrible ome. Never have we heard him chide his
competitors or his enemtes, but he has sorrowed beenuse they did not
. act In concert with him, to shuare the glory, and, if you please, the
profits, of this war ngainst tho foreign ship-building interests, and we
bave reason to know that to-day he stends ready, as be did years ago,
to join beart and hand with hLis rivals, to work in concert for o lavgor,
;o freer, and more rapid development of the production of ships than
has ever been known in this country.

At this time there should be no feelings belween the ship-builders
of this country—and the whole bady from Maine to Texns, should be
a8 united as the various parts of the completed ship, The man whe
has the best facilitics for the constvuetion of vesscﬁs certainly has a
vight to expect the best conlracts, and he who has the best machinery
for building quickly and cheaply, will, of conrse, make the most
money. These are plain,-stubborn facts, and just ones as well. But
to return to the subject of these notes: whatever prominence My
Roach has obtained, whatever success e has gained, it hns all beon
the results of his own cfforts, and none should be envious of his
honors ox his position, but strive to cmnlato his course, and, if possible,
to go up still higher on the ladder of fume. We write this from s
purely cisintercsted stawdpoint. It is a true record of fact.

Mr Roach lad but few ndvontages and but few friends, nngd
scarce any cncouragoment; but he has thriven amidst obstacles and
discourngements, and to day may be looked upon as a man of morked
success, wholly the vesult of his own cofforts. At home he is the
embodiment of all that makes o man worshipped by those who know
him best. He is the best of hushands, the kindest of {athers, and the
warmest of frieuds, In business he is sharp, quick, of wonderful
perseverance, of indemitable encrgy, honest and square denling, enrnest
and uwnwavering in his methods to gain his ends, and having =et him-
self to the task of reviving our ship-building interests, it is impossible
to see how he con fail.—American ‘ Nountical Gazette.
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A number of Edinburgh drapers have been fined in swall sums
for having used unstomped yardsticks,




