
BRIEF OF HIS HOLINESS TO THE CONGRESS
AT VENICE.

To Our Well-Beloved Sons, thePresidentandMembers of theCatholic Italian Congress, at Venice.
Pius IX., Popk.

DtrsiNQ- the month of February last, We addressed a letter to the-Centriil Council of the Catholio ItalianUnioninorder to advise andwarmly recommend it to establish a veryclose bondof union betweenall theCatholicSocieties ofItaly. Althougheach ofthem wasmakin*themost praiseworthy efforts to render aid insomespecial manner tothenecessities of the Church, We are desirous that they should brin»
into unitedactionall their resources,bothmaterial and intellectual,t>subserve the same endj aud we haveseen withgreat joy thatyou havefaithfullycarried Our adviceintopractical operation, as isprovedbythe Congress which youarepreparing toassembleat Venice.In effect, whilst Our most holy religion is being assailed andharassed on all sides, and encompassed by all kinds of insidious-attacks,the various Societies haveunited tocounteract those attacks j
some toprovidefor the celebrationof Divine worship;some toobtainfor thepeoplethe blessings of aChristianeducation;some tosuccoarthis Holy See in its poverty;some to take care of the sick,or
foreigners, or of persons in danger, or to protect public morals or
remedy public evils;others toprovidegood booksas an antidote to-perverted and impious doctrines;others to defend the Church, by
legal means, from the attacks of laws that arehostile, unjust, andiniquitous; others to drawout of themire andrestore to theirpristine-
nobility of aim the fine arts when given over to the lowestdegradation
of licentiousness;others, lastly, to obviate other evils whiclfit wouldbe toolong toenumerate. There was reason to anticipate with cer-tainty that all men would have at heart the duty of meeting anclt taking counsel together, and that all would feel gratified to makeknown to eachother the situation and the wants of their respectivecountries, toexamine the difficultiesmost generally felt, to discuss the
meansmost advisable to beemployed, and tounite forcespossessedincommon;so that the action of all, however rarious the objects to
whichit was applied,might be strictly one action. Thusmight such'
action take inhandand follow up ti.e pxtirpation.of orror,the'refortna-tion ofvice, the restoration of goodu-orals, the defence ofreligion, the
augmentation of piety, and thereliefof suffering.

Thereforedo We rejoice to boholdyoumootinginCongress for tbe-glory of God, to the end that youmay labor in so neoessary a work;and the more difficult your undertakings may appear to us, the more
earnestly do We implore that heavenly light andsuccour from onhMi
ma/ be vouchsafed to your Congress, so that you may rightly know"
both what work 7011 have to do, and that with effectualperseverance
youmay accomplish thosejthings whichyoushallhave resolvedinOure.Lord anduuder the guidance of ecclesiastical authority to do.

GivenatRome, at SaintPeter's, the28th.day ofMay,1874, in th.
twentj-eghth yearof ourPontificate.

Pius IX., Pope.

ARCHBISHOP MANNING AND THE ATTEMPT ONBISMARCK.
-UH.ATIKG- on tho words of the Jews to Our BlessedLord:"Do wenot say well that thouart a Samaritanand hasta devil? "His Graceremarked that every Christian,and much moreevery Catholic,mustlrorn theheartdeplore anddetest everyattempt at the crime of assas-eination. Itwas an act of mad fanaticism anda great moral crime..No Jess amoral crime andcruel wrong,however, wasit to chargesucha crime on the Catholic Church. The "leading journal" hao" usedsuch wordsas these:"The Romish .Church will find that it has lostby this act of fanaticism;" and yesterday,after gathering together allthe lies, insinuations, imputations, and suspicions that could becollected from thenewspapers of Germany, thewriter wenton tosaythat ifanything could justify thepersecution of Catholics by the Ger-man Government,it wouldbe such an event as this. The ArchbishopappealedtoEnglishmen— to honestmen— whether this were languagethat ought to come from men of honor;whether it didnot containin itself the malice of falsehood;whether those who wrote »nd pub-Jished itcould not andoughtnot tohavebeenmorecorrectly informed.IllsGrace then went on to mention the statementalluded to in thelast numberof the -Tablet'-thatthe intendingmurderer of theChan-cellor had amother whois ahelpless lunatic, and under restraintassuch;and that he himself had attempted to slab his employer, forwhich offencehe had been imprisonedsix months. What would mensay, continued the Archbishop, if Iwere to imitate the language ofthe limes, and publicly warn theBritishEmpire that it would finditselfaWby the last act of murder committed by some criminallunatic? bhouldInot be told:

"
How dare youblacken the BritishEmpue for the crime ofoneof its subjects 5 a crime for whichit is notresponsible;the crane tooof amadman." But there exists a settledpurpose- on Ihe pun of some men to impute crimes to thoCatholicChurch, just:astheJewsreproachedtheSaviour ofthe world withbein»■tinder dmbolicul possessjon. This crime ot public calumny is surely a"crime of nolew black dye than thecrimeof assassination, for itpoi-sons thepublicmmd, and its direct tendency is to produce murderandhooushed. TheArchbishop concluded by stigmatising the perse-outing spirit of the GermanGovernment. Itshollow pretexts were,that the Church %vas plc.'tmg agoinst the peace and greatness of theUmpire; nay, against society itself; but these charges deceivednoone, although a section of theEnglish peoplehadexnressedits sympa-thy Wlth ti-em. Itis the lawlessrevolutionaryspirit ofmodern timesthat is to blame forjhepresent disturbed state ofEurope— not theCatholic Church. She is accused like the lamb-innocently. Itis herdivmc laws and tenching alone that canproducepeace andhappiness

amongst the nations of the world." uaj^ueas

NEW ZEALAND TABLET. [Saturday, Oct. 3, 1874
GERMANY.

(From theBerlinCorrespondentof theTabmtt.)
t» � . Berlin,June20th,1874.Pbttssian politicsmaybe summedupunder twoheads-oppressionoftheChurch and plotting against the peace of Europe. As regards thefirst head,welwye witnessed deeds worthyofJulianthe Apostate,but!! nw7°? fu"y comprehend the idea of Bismarck in forcing hisCultur-Kampf on the Church, wemust regard itason attemptataaoryile mutation of Kussia inher treatmentof unhappy Poland. Hissystem is the counterpartof hers, in all Bare one particular. He ha»not as yetdiscovereda Prussian Siberia. Bismarck'a tal— :instate-cratt has been successful hithertoin makingit believedtl. -cDollinfferand the men of science were the originators of the ""

Old-Catholic "movement. It was not bo, however;the conception was PrinceBismarck s own. Hisidea wasaNationalChurch, with theProtestantoXZtn BTn8TnHead;V?*Well atfirßt 'but ifc""lv!out with tow much haste and toolittlecaution. A venal press, anti-Church lawsenacted,Bishops, priests,and laymen harassed, fined andiimprisoned, the thing wenton too fast for popular feelings;a reaction
Ihas beenproduced, and the general resulthas been far fromfavorable|to the designs ofBismarck or to Prussianpopularity throu"hout Ger-!many, now that itis so closely discerned that Prussian statesmenarelittle else than the subservient tools of the ambitiousChancellor.On the otherhand, his outragesagainst the Church have castadark shadowover the foreignpolicy ofPrussia. ItseemsiniDOssible to-expect that;policy toprove eitherhonest or honorable. Prussia is thesecret favorerofrevolution everywhere. She is a conspirator againstthe peace ofEurope for the sake of herown aggrandisement. Itis *
remarkable fact that wefindmeu who f»ere amongsttherebelsof184S-—men certainly of intellectual attainments— now holdiu» posts ofpower and emolument under Prusswn Government. Prussia's firstrise was by revolution; she is still the determined opponent of theprinciples of legitimacy,and thereforeof theCatholioChurch. A newstep whichshe has taken in thepromotion ofthe "

CJuUur-Kampf" is"!er 'Foment ofthe Cathedral Chapters ofPosenand Gnesen, whoseArchbishop Ledochowski,is afc present her prisoner. Those Chapters-havebeen served with a ukase fromBismarck, commanding them to-elect immediately a successor to their lawfulsuperior. The twoChap-ters havemanfully made answer that Count Ledochowskiis and mustremain their Archbishop by the law of the Church and by divineordinance,and that neither the clergy nor laity of the two Diocesescan recognize his depositionby themandate oftheState. They mustthey added,obey Godrather thanman. Uponthis,in rightPrussian.'fashion, theGovernmenthas appointedtwo administrators,bothPro-tesiants, one for Posen, the other for Gnesen. The principlesofthese
twofunctionaries are,itneed hardlybe said,a firm beliefinBismarckand in the eternal durationof theGermanEmpire, andinlittleelse.What wouldEnglishmen say if they saw a ProtestantBishopdeposedfor denyingPapalInfallibility andhis See given over to be adminis-teredby an" Ultramontane?

"

prompted byMr Sulli-in,added, « andIam authorisedto state thattheproofsof this speech were corrected for that paper by thehon.member'sown hand» The O'Donoghue remained silent henceforlZ\X ■
n\h° *,lU??'Seak aßainaß ainin theHouse of Commons.But there is moreto icii. MrMcCarthy afterwards chargedhim withhaving traduced thememory ofO'Connell,his greatrelative, in sayingthat the Liberator,whodied struggling for Xepeal, would not hare

U^rTfdn^flOn]e:B?easUatioll- WhenMrDowningresumedhw seat,The ODonoghueleftover towards him, and said in per-fectly aud.ble tones,
"

Downing, youarea liar !
"

MrDowningV firstimpulse was to strike him, but he checked himself, and replied,"Pshaw,yourenegade; it wnot worth while noticing anytnine com-ing from yourpollutedlips." Heresome persons interfered,andT-esteda continuance of the strife. Next day, through Mr Justice?nded' *" Omp °
P g7**' tendored toMp downing, and the affair

Andnow for the result of thedebate. The divisionwas63 (tel-lers included) forMrBut£ motion, and458 againstit. This decisionwas fully expected of course. No one expected any other result.But the two great, objects the Home Rulershad in view have,never-theless, been achieved. They aimed toput on the records of Parlia-me/)t the fact thata decisivemajority of JnV* representatives were infavor of the concession of self-government to Ireland,and that it w*3by foice alone thatEngland's rule was maintainedinthe country andthis object has been triumphantly achieved; for, counting threeIrishmembers who paired for the motion, md the two tellers, 59 Irishmembers votedfor HomeEule,and36 against it. Of the 50 HomoBulers elected,only three failed to vote or pair; but these—LordRobertMontagu, MajorO'Reilly,andMr Murphy, of Cork-are allthoroughHomeRulers,and were simply laidupby illness. Secondlyat wasexpected that theEnglish people be educated in thematter ofthe IrishNationaldemandDy the debate;and this, too, is already
coming topass. There isamnrked change in the comments of theinghsh presson theHomeRule question since the debateInonerespect the Homo Rulers were greatly deceived. At thegeneralelection,29 members wereelected in GrentBritain,distinctlypledged to support HomeRule. They would not have been electedttir11 7*7* Fu"> A10!A10

!
pied?e- Wdlj only lo of them i»~ kepttheir word. About10 had the audacity to vote against Mr Butt'sand about 9or 10 didnot votoat all,norpair. TheIrish inErXdare wildat this, and just now, the Home Rule societiesin theEnglish♥ownsrepresentedby thoseperfidious members are organisingindiWtionmeetings. It isa cheering sign, that of the twoEnglish working-men representatives, oae,MrBurt (Morpeth) voted for mT Butt'ss-°wDDWan??ie ° ther'Ml MacdoualWW pairedfor itfandrtatfeir WilfredLawson member for Carlisle, and the author ot the$£

u;rtifqt:«on. for * witbout lmving gi" *&"
The questionnowis— What willbe thenextmove ? InanswerIamable to say that the HomeRule agitation is to be renewed Sth♥enfoldearnestness and vigor. A commencement is to be madeonSaturday evening next when a great meeting will be held in theRotunda, at whichMr Butt willmove, that the result of the debateand divisionv theHouseof Commonscalls upon all Irishmentomakeincreased exertions to obtain self-government, without which theircountry can neverbe contented,prosperous, orfree.-JJC

14


