
langhtcr;but humorists often laugh at themselves. Nothing willilllustrate better the absurdityofthe wholesalestatement that laughterimplies contempt thanCharles Lamb's relation to Coleridge. He con-stantly laughed and joked at the preaching ofthe philosopher, but hereverenced his friend of fifty years, and looked up to him withclDldisu lore. A " WestminsterKeviewei-' defines the cause oflaughterns the representationof objects with qualities oppositeto their Swn "
bnt allincongruities do notcause laughter. Ludicrous incongruity isopposed todignity,and this is why those who have littlewisdom tolall back uponhate a laugh. Lord Bolincbroke said that gravity isthe very essenceof imposture;andJoeMiller is the authority for theassertion that as the gravest beast is the ass, the gravest bird isan owland the gravest fish is anoyster, so that the gravest manis a fool Ifany one is inclined to doubtJoe Miller's dictum, we can corroborate itby the authority ofPlato, who,whenindulging in- the gaiety of hisheart,used some times to say, "Silence, my friends! let us be wisenow;here isa fool coming." Lord Chesterfield wasno fool, and hedisapprovedof laughter;butheallowedhis son tosmile, for he didnot advocate gravity. He considered laughter as ill-bred,notonly onaccount of the disagreeablenoise, butbecauseof the '♥shockin" distor-tion ofthe face that it occasioed!" °

AMisused Titub.— The title of esquire (withus frequently ab-breviated squire) originatedin chivalric times, whensonsofgentlemenfrom the age of seven years,werebrought upin the castles of superiorlords— which was aninestimableadvantage to thepoorer nobility, whocouldnot otherwise havegiven their children the accomplishmentsoftheir station. From seven to fourteen theseboys werecalled pages,or valets;at fourteen, they bore the name of esquire. They wereinstructedin the management of arms, inthe art of horsemanship,inexercises ofstrength andactivity,so as to fit them for tournament andbattle, and themilder glories of chivalrous gallantry. Long after the
declineof chivalry the word was only used ina limitedsensefor thesous ofpeers andknights, or suchas obtained the title by creation orsomeother legalmeans. Blackstone definesesquire tobe all whobearoffice of trust under the crown,and who are styledesquires by thekingin their commissions and appointment;and being ouee honored bythe king with the title of esquire, they, and only they,have a right tothat distinction for life.

TJsis ok Waste Paper.
—

Few housekeepers are aware of tiiomany uses to whichwastepaper may be put. After a stoveha* been,blacked, itcanbe keptlooking well for a long time by rubbing it with,
paper every morning. Rubbing it with paper is a muchnicer wayofkeeping the outside of a teakettleclean than the old way of washingitin suds. Eubbing them with paper is also thebest wayof polish-
ing knives and tinware after scouring them. If alittle soapbeheld
on the paper in rubbing tinware and spoons, they shine like new-silver. For polishing mirrors, windows, lamp chiranies, etc., paper isbetter thau dry cloth. Preserves and pickles keep better if brown,
paper instead of cloth is tied over the jar. Canned fruit is not apt
tomould inapieceof writingpaper, cut to fiteach can, ifhid directly-uponthe fruit. Paperismuch better to put under carpets thanstraw.Itis thinner, warmer tmd makes less noise when one walks over it.Two thicknesses of paper placedbetween the other coverings onabed
are as warm as a quilt. If it isnecessary tostep upona chair,always
lay apaper upon it, aud thus sa7e the paint and wood-work from,
damage.

Skin-Gratting.— Dr.Bell'smethodofskin-grafting,asperformed
in numerous cases at the Eoyal Infirmary, EdinbLrgh, has proved
verysuccessful. In procuring portions of skin for this purpose lie
takes tlimn from somesound portion of thepatient'sbody, preferablyfrom the arm. Apiece of skin is pinched up by apair of common
catch-forceps, andcut off to the requiredsize with a pair ofscissors.This pieceis divided into smaller pieces about the size of a grain ofrice,andis planted among the granulations ofthe ulcer by means ofa
probe, one small piece being sufficient for about a square inch of
surface._ Over each of the grafts ia laid a gutta-perelia tissue, half asquare inch in size, previously dipped in some antiseptic solution.
Theulcer is then covered by two layers of similar pieces of gutta-perchatissue, placed on each other inan imbricated manner, and over
thesea dressing of antiseptic gauze and a bandage;this dressing ia
not removed for two or three days, whenit is replacedas at first. Toinsure success, before grafting the ulcers should be freefrom fetor,
and the dressing changed underspray.

Exertion.
—

Exertionis the priceofa noble life. The pursuitofa noble object adorns and elevates and ennobles and revives life.Without a definite aim, life is like a rudderless ship driftingaboutbetween lifeanddeath, buffeted by the winds of circumstances, andentirely at the mercy of the waves. While one with folded armswaits for future opportunities,another makes themeanest occurrence*subservient toa golden result. One labors tofind something to do;the other labors to do something. When the Alps inte-cepted hisline of march, Napoleonsaid, 'There shall be no Alps!" Whendifficulties from poverty and difficulties from oppositionof friend*besethim,Franklinresolutely determinedthereshall beno difficulties.Greatness has inits vocabularyno such words as fall. Happy is howho,atthe sunset of life, can recall the years thathave gone swift-footed by without bringing before hima fearfularray ofsquandered
opportunities.

PreventingFxies from Annoying Hobses.
—

According to>Kochard, aFrench veterinary surgeon,a simple methodofpreventingflies from annoying horsesconsits ia painting the insideofthe ears,otany other part especially troubled,witha few dropsof empyreumatiooil of juniper. Itis said that the odourof this substance is unendur-able to flies, and that they will keepat a distance from the parts coanointed. If this treatment should accomplish the alleged result, itmay perhaps be equally applicable in repelling mosquitoes from thefaces andhandsof touristsandsportsmen, whenpassingthroughwoodsandmeadows.
Only sevenPopeshave livedbeyond the age of his present Holm-ess

— eighty-three.
Eighteen thousand English women attached their signatures tothememorial for woman's suffragespresentedtoMrDisraeli.
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FATHER PROUT.
In deep dejection,hut withnffection,
Ioften think of thosepleasant times,Inthe days ofPraser, ereItouched a razor,
HowIread and revelledin thy racy rhymes jWhen in wine and wassail we to thee were vassal,Of Water-grass hill, O renowned"F.P."

May thebells ofShandon
Toll blythe and blandonThe pleasantwatersof thy metnorv.

Full many a ditty both wise and witty,
In this social city haveIheard since then

—
tHe1the glaßß beforeme>now tlie dreams come o'er meOf those attic suppers and these vanishedmen)!

'
Butno songhath woken, whether sung or spoken,Orhath left a tokenof such joy in me,

As thebells of ShandonThatBoundso grand onThe pleasantwaters of theEiverLee.
The songs melodious, which anew Harmodious—

4 YoungIreland" wreathedaround its rebel sword,With their deep vibrationsandaspirations,Flung a glorious madness o'er the festive board.But to me seems sweeter, themelodiousmetreOf the simplest lyric that we owed to thee—
Of the bells of ShandonThat sound so grand onThe pleasant watersof theEiver Lee.

There'8 a grave that rises on thy sward,Devizes,
Where Moore lies sleeping from this landafar,And a white atone flashes o'er Goldsmith's ashesIn the quiet cloister by TempleBar;

So where'er thou sleepest,with a love-that's deepest
bhall thy landremember thy sweetsong aud thee,

"While thebells ofShandonShallsound so grand onThe pleasantwaters of theItiver Lee.

WAIFS AND STRAYS.
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THE» SOM Ê?ITy

oOP SociAL *«>Biants.-In his « Sfudy of
rebukes the folly of the political quacks who believe that the evilsof.eocietr are tobe remedied by some cheap specific they haveinvented:r«Mi 1 ** w,rollgl^-lr°n Plato is not quiteflat jit sticks upfli lM:7e A°KW?rd8i the left

-
<co^^' as we\ay. How shall wenanfJI wV?,°Ui 7> ?°Ureply'by luttin« down on the Parfc that isprominent. Well,here» a hammer,and Igive the platea blow as.you advise. Harder, you say? Still no effect. Another etroke?Well, there is one, and another, andanother. The prominence re-mains, yousee;theenl is as great asever-greater, indeed But thatU? m "?

'th° arp -WW
h
ich thePlate ha3Botnear the oppositeedge. Where it to flat it is now curved. A pretty bungle wehavemade ofit. Lisfceadot curing the original defect, we havepro-<lueed a.second. Had we asked anartisan practisedia * planishing»

"as it.is ca led, he wouldhave told us thatno"good was to le done, butonlymischief by hittingdownon theprojectingpart. He wouldhavetaught ushow togive variously-directedand specially adjusted blowswithahammer elsewhere;so attacking the evilnot by direct but byindirect actions. _ The requiredprocess i8i8 less simple than you thoughtEvena sheet ofiron is not to be successfully dealt with, after thosecommon-sense methods in whichyou haresomuch confidence. Whatthen,shall we suy about society? 'Do yon think lam eaßier tobe played on thanapipe ? asks Hamlet. Is humanity more readily*traigntened thananironplate?" reauuy
Beiatxvb Sizes of Countbibs and SEAS.-The 'Countrygentleman lately gave the comparativelatitudesof someprominentplaceson the globe. Itmaybe wellnow to furnish some compara-"tivesizes, in roundnumbers :-The RedSea would reach from Wash-"ington to Colorado, and it is three times as wide asLakeOntarioMadagascar is as large as New Hampshire, Massachusetts,Vermont]"Connecticut,New York, Pennsylvania,New Jersey, Maryland Vir-ginia, and North Carolina, all put together. Palestine i3i3 one-fourththe aize of New York. Uindostan is more thanahundred times as

rrg£ w?aIC-8 me;J^T*Brifcain is two-^irds the size of Japan,one-2^JerofHindostan, one-twentiethof China, andone-twenty-fifthoftheUnited States. Greeceia nbout the size ofVermont. TheEnglish Channel isnearly as largeasLakeSuperior, and Lake Huronas largeas the Sea of Azof. The great Desert of Africa has nearlythepresent dimensionsof the UnitedStates. The Caspian Sea wouldstretch from New York to St. Augustine,anditis as wide as fromNewYork to Hochester. The following bodiea of water are nearlyequalra size:German Ocean,Black Sea,YellowSea j Huiison'gBayw rather larger; the Baltic, Adriatic, PersianGulf, andJE*ean Seaabouthalf a» large, and somewhat larger than Lake Superior. TheMediterranean, if placed across Worth America, would make seanavigation fromSanDiegoto Baltimore. The GulfofMexico isaboutten times the «ze of L«ke Superior,and»bout as large as the Sea ofKamschatka, Bay of Bengal, China Sea, Okhotsk Sea,or Japan SeaLake Ontario would go into either of them more than fifty times!GreatBritainandIreland are aboutas largeas New Mexico,butnotas lareeas lowa andNebraska. Theyareless thanNew Tork,Penn-sylvania andOhio.
'

Laughter Analysed.— Most of thephilosopherswho have set tovrookto definemental sensations insists thatlaughter supposes a feel-ing of superiority in thelaugher over the laughed at;but they seemto overlook the great distinctionbetween laughing at and lauehinswithany one. Doubtlessa feelingof contempt often raises a lauehand the absurdities of men and women are a constant food for
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