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A REMARKABLE CHAPTER,

As roR the unbelieving nations, they will be attracted by the
good odour of Jesus Christ ; but they will return to the fold of Catho-
licity 3 they will be converted to the true Pastor nnd Bishop of their
souls. Return, then, thanksgiving to the Lord, because after the
tempest He will give His Church a peace and a joy which shall ba
extraordinary,’ . .

Of this [ast trinmph 6o be aceorded to the Chureh on enrth before
the days of the final persecution and of the appearsuce of Antichrist
8t. Hildegarde oftan spoke. For inslance, after relating an awful
wvision which she had beheld of a horrible benst attacking o woman
who symbolises the Oharch, and having described his overthrow by
the vengeance of Heaven, in terms which remind us of the great
Judgment which Anna Maria announced, she adds, *the people,
witnesses of thisprodigy, exelaimed, ™ Alas! who can save us? alas !
what is this that wo see? Ah! who can save us? Who will be abie
1o deliver us? How is it possibls thabt we have allowed ourselves to
be so deceived? O God most powerful, huve pity on us! Let us
return, let us, then, return. TLet us lasten to embrace the testament
of the Gospel of Christ  For, alas! nlas! we have been deceived.”
And behold,” continues the eaint, ¢ the fect of the image of this woman
appenred oll brilliant with light and resplendent as the sun. And I
Teard a voice from Heaven which said to me, *Although ail things
on earth approach to their doom, so that the world, deprived of all
its strength, is decliviog to ifs ruin under the weight of its sufferinga
and its scourges, nevertheless the apouse of My Son, persecuted in her
children by the precursora of the son of perdition, will not be shaken,
slthough she will be violently assailed by them. On the contrary, at
the end of the ages she will come forth stronger and more vigorous
than ever, and, appearing more besntiful and meore glorious, she will
present horself to Ler Spouse with greater sweetness and tenderness to
receive His caresses.” ’

In this mystical langunge aro shadewed forth the eveuing glories
of the Church militant, which F. Faber, in the preface to his translas
tion of the Venerable Grignon de Montfort’s treatise on ¢ The Troe
Devotion to the Blessed Virgin,’ calls ¢ that great age of the Church
which is to be the Age of Mary.! This age, heralded by the definition
of her Immaculate Conception, shall givs special glory o her by whom
Grod the Father gnve His Only-Begotten Son to the world, that * rich
trensury’ of God, oy Grignon de Montfort calls her, ¢ in which He has
laid up all that He has of beauty, splendour, of rarity and of precious-
negs, oven to His own Son,—Mary whom the Buints have named the
Treasure of the Lord, out of whosa plenitude all are made rich.’
Thesg days of triumpl muay be brief, but they will be exceedingly
glorious, for they will be as it were the earthly coronation of God's
most holy Mother, ¢ Pence will yoturn to the world,’ said Maria
Lztaste, specking of the same gloricus time, *becanse Mary shall
breathe wpon the tempest and colm it; may her rame be praised,
blessed, and exalted for ever. The prisoners will know that they owe
their liberty to her ; the exiles, their country ; the aflticted, their peaco;
and all, their welfare.  Betwixt thee and thy protected ones thers
will be a mutual exchange of graces and thanksgivings, one of love
and attachment, and from North to South, from East to West, all will
proclsim Mary—Mary conceived without sin, Mary queen of earth
and of Heaven.'

Concerning this penultimate age of the Church we find some
remarkable passages in the Commentary on the Apoealypse by the
Venerable Barthelomi Holzhauser, winch exhibits a strilang eonform-
ity to the more modern ntterances, and serve to show that the expecta.-
tion of the ¢ Great Pontiff” and the ¢ Great Monarel’ was equally strong
in his duy as at the present; and, in fact, as we have anid, it dates
from much favther back., Holzhauser, however, did not profess to be
delivering predictions himeelf, but simply interpreting those of tha
Apocalypse. Navertheless, it would seem tiwet he was conscious of
recciving epecinl illumination to this end; for, on bresking off hLis
labors at the commencement of the filteenth chepter, and Yeing
queationed by his disciples as to his reason for doing s0, he replied
that lie no longer felt limself enlightened by the same spirit. Holz.
hauser wag, we might say, the Qlier of Germany, having dedicated his
life to = similiar object, the reformation of the seculur clergy, and
adopted menns for that end which bear u strong resemblance to {hose
employed by the great founder of St. Sulpice. He diod ag perish
priest of Bingon, with the reputation of eminent sanctity, in 1658,
Amongst his high supernatural pifts must certuinly be reckoned thu
of prophecy, which gives a singular authority to his Commentary. It
is peenlivrly interesting to curselves to know that he forsteld that the
Buglish wonld ultimately return so the bosom of the Chureh, and
would contribute to the exaltation and ‘progress of Catholiciam oven
far more efficacionsly thun had their forefuthers. He also foretold the
¥avages of Josephism in Germany, the snnguinary wars which were to
be ita chastisement at the time of the first Empire, and the carser of
the illustrious Pope Pius VII, He wrote his Commentary on the
Apacalypse in the solitudes of the Tyrol, given up the while to
meditation, prayer, and fasting. o divided the history of the Catho-
lig Churel into seven nges, whieh he considers to be symbolised by
the Beven Churches of Asin, The first nge, whicl muy be stylad the
period of seed-sowing, extended from the time of Jesus Ohrist and the
Apostles to that of Nero ; the second age, called that of irrigation, com-
prehended the time of the ten persecutions until the reign of Constan-
tine ; the third age is the illuminative, or that of the Doctors, and
extends from the time of Pope Sylveater and Constantine to that of
Leo 11T, and Charlemagne ; the fiurth age, ecalled pacifie, reacles to
the time of Leo X. ; the fifth age, which is that of afflietion, begins
with Leo X. and the reign of Churles V. It includes what we call
wodern times, ond was inaugurated by the heresy of Luther. TIn it
Cutholies swere oppressed by heretics and bad Christinns. Everywhere
there were to be deplorable calamities and terrible wars. Kingdoms
wera 16 be convolsed, thrones overturned, princes put to death. Tlere
were to be conspiracies formed for the foundation of republica; the
Church and her ministers were to be despoiled, This age is 10 be

succeeded by the sixth, that of consolation, which the children of the
Ohureh are now expocting ; it is the same of which St. Catherine undy
8t. Hildegarde have spoken in such glowing terms; it is to ha of shart-
duration, and terminate with the sppearaunce of Antiphrist, which will
usher in the seventh and last age, the age of desolation, embracing the
whole period of Antichrist to the end of the wortd.

The sixth nge, that of consolation, was to be the witnesy of
changs, the effact of the ompipotent hand of God, so marvellous, that
no one could heve conceived it. There will be n great and holy
Pontiff; and a powerful Monarch, sent by Grod, will arise and put an
end to disorder. He will sukject all to his power, and will display an
ardent zeal for the true Church of Christ, and all heresies will be-
desivoyed ; the Empire of the Turks will he broken ; and all nations
shnll come and adore their God in the unity of the true Catholic and
Roman fuith. Love, concord, pesce, and happiness shall reign among
men. The whols world will be as it wore the patrimony of this posrer-
ful munarch ; for, by the help of the Lord, he shxll liberato the earth-
from the wicked men and from the evils with which it is afflicted.
Under his auspices a great Conncil, the greatest of all the Councils, .
will be brought te a happy conc'msion, after it has been subjected to
much hostility and opposition, He will use his power to enforce ita.-
decrees. God shall bless him, and give all things into hia hands.

This great Council, foretold aleo by Aana Marin, had already
been anncunced in the elerrest terms by Scenr de 1a Nativité, a humble-
lay-sister in the Ursuline Convent of Fougdres, about the year 1792,
Her Life and Revolations wero first given to the world in 1518, Afte
deseribing the poisonous effects of the Revolution throughout t!
world, she said, ‘but the assembled Church shall one day condemn
and destroy the vicious principla of this wicked constitution. I ses in.
God a numerous assewblage of ministers of the Church, who, strong
as an army in battle array and like to a firm and inmmovable pillar,
shall sustein the rights of the Church and of its Liead, and re-catublish
her ancient diseiplioe. What a consolation and joy for all the true-
and faithful! Y seeis God o great Power, whish shall restore all to.
good order. False worships shull be abolished, all the abusea of the
Revolution shalt be swept away, and religion shall return to be more
flourishing than ever.

Wae will sum up this subject of modern prophecy in the words of
the *Oivitta Cattolica’ of Muy 4, 1872. They exoress sontiments
which we thoronghly adopt. ¢ We protast once more that it is not in
our mind to put forward as authentic any of the propeecies recorded,
by us. It belonga to the Church to judge of theic supernatural origin.
Nevertholess, it cannoc be denied that the agreement of 50 mnny and
various presages in defining events the expectation of which is in the-
heart of the greater number of Catholics possesses o persuasive forcs
and is & bind of seal of high probability, if not of certainty. This
becomes much clearer if, with the lizht of right reason and pure iaith,
we study the present condition of civil society and of the Church,
Generally spesking, all intelligent persons, including even the irreli-
gious, with one voice admit that without sowme remedy the nature of
which the human mind cannot divine, the world cannot go on long as.
it is at present. Hither it must be reformed or it will ba precipitated
into an abyss of barbarism. In like manner wise Christians ave more
than unanimous in sdmitting that the Church is & prey to a dizbolical
ond uriversal persecution hitherto unexampled ; wherefore God must
come to her aid with succors proprotioned to the need, that is, extra-
ordinary ; nor is there any room fo doubt that in an opportune tine
He will do o, in virtue of His infallible promise : * Port infers non.
pravulebupt,” Hence we find ourselves in this extreme casc—that
the salvation of society, no less than of the Church, requives at uns
acenstomed intervention of omnipotent power. If this be so, how
should we not believe that come it will P’

THE WATER OF LOURDES.

Miacvrovs CUrg oF A Bosroxy Lap®.

“CouUMEUS,” one of the American Pilgrims, thus writes to the
* Catholic Review,’ under date of June 2, of the miracnlons cure of an
American lady by immersion jn the waters of Loudes :—

Yesterdey Mrs H. L. Baker, of New Bedford, Mass. (formerly of
of Boston), was jnstantly cured of 2 malady that the Boston doctors. ¥
bad given up as incurable. She was carvied by two men from the rail.
road cars to her carringe, and from her carriage to her room ab the
botel, on last Saturday ; on Bunday morning to the miraculous waters,
and when the two gentlemen who bad watehed outside to onrry her to
her carringe presented thomselves at the bath-room doors, she joyously
thanked them, suying she was able to walk with nny of them, and off
she skipped making vigorous uee of her new found feet. On being
introduced to her this evening, in reply to my question how it
hoppened, she smilingly replied that she did not Imow, buf that she
she placed her feet in the water, and asked her sister-in-law, who was

resent, whether she had them in it or not, Oune, two, three, or
our minutes had passed, when she felt she had been cured. Hew
husband told me that he expected, before coming, that she would be
cured, but thea stated that the same would have bappened to n
believer in any other ereed. [Heis a Protestant, she a Cn,thqlm. I
only mention this a3 Mra Buker is from our own country, which fact
makes it more interesting to one and all of us,

The owner of a popular menageric tells o New York editor these
facts about the cost of wild animals, and how long they live 3 Lions
range in price from 1500dol. to 3000dol. ; African lions, being the
largest, sometimes eost above 4000dol. They live from § vo 20 yeays.
The Bougal tiger lives from 15 to 18 years, and costs nearly as much
as the lion, African elephants range from 300dol. to 4000dol, and
live to three-score years. Camels and Llamas are worth abous
1200del. ; the quagga, 2000dol. ; and monkeys, from 25dol, to 1000401,

Two men have died in a Liverpoo! hospital through more fear of
hydrophobia.



