
Of this last triumph tobo accorded to the Ckurch on earth before
the days of the finalpersecution and of the appearance of AntichristSt. Hildegarde often spoke. For instance, after relating an awful
"vision which she had beheld of a horrible beast attackinga womanwho symbolises the Church, and having described his overthrow bythe vengeance of Heaven, in terms which remind us of the greatjudgment which Anna Maria announced, she adds, 'the people
witnesses of this prodigy, exclaimed,"Alas! who cansaveus ? alas!
what is this that we see ? Ah! who can save us? Who will be able
todeliver us? How is itpossibb that we 'haveallowedourselves tobe so deceived? O God most powerful, have pity ou us! Letusreturn,let us, then, return. Let us hasten to embrace ihe testamentof the Gospelof Christ For, alas! alas!we have beendeceived."Andbehold,'continues the saint, "

the feet of the image of this woman
appearedoil brilliant with light and resplendent as tha sun. AndIlieard a voice from Heaven which said to me, "Althoughall thin«s
onearthapproach to their doom, so that the world, deprivedof allits strength, is declining to its ruin under the weight of its sufferingsand its Bcourges,nevertheless the spouse ofMy Son,persecuted in herchildren by the precursors of the son of perdition,will not be shaken,although she will be violently assailed by them. On the contrary, atthe end of the ages she will come forth stronger andmorevigo'roua
thanever, and,appearingmore beautiful and moreglorious, she will
presentherself toher Spouse wtthgreater sweetnessand tenderness toreceiveHis caresses."'

Inthis mystical language are shadowed forth the evening gloriesof the Church militant, which F. Faber, in thepreface tohis translastion of the VenerableGri»non de Montfort's treatise on 'The TrueDevotion' to the Blessed Virgin,' calls 'that great acre of the Churchwhichis to be the AgeofMary.' This age,heralded by the definitionofher ImmaculateConception,shall give specialglory to her by whomGod the F̂ather gaveHis Only-Begotten Son to the world, that
'
richtreasury* of God,as Grignon deMontfort callsher, « in whichHehaslaidup all thatHohas ofbeauty, splendour,ofrarity andof precious-ness, even to His own Son,— Mary whom the Saintshave named theTreasure of the lord, out of whose plenitude all are made rich.'These days of triumph may be brief, but they will be exceedinglyglorious, for they willbe as it were the earthly coronation of God's

most holy Mother. '
Peace will return to the world,' said MariaXataste, speaking of the san?o glorious time, 'because Mary shallbreathe upon the tempest and calm it;may her namebe praised,blessed,andexalted for ever. The prisoners willknow that they owe

their liberty toher;the exiles, their country;the afflicted, theirpeace;and all, their welfare. Betwixt thee and thy protected ones therewill be a mutual exchange of graces and thanksgivings, one of loveand attachment,and from North to South, fromEast to West,all willproclaim Mary— Mary conceived without sin, Mary queenof earthand ofHeaven.'
Concerning this penultimate age of the Church we find someremarkable passages in the Commentary on the Apocalypseby theVenerable BarthelemiHolzhausei1, winch exhibits a strikingconform-ity to themoremodernutterances,andserve to show that tha expecta-tion of the

'
Great Pontiff' andthe

'
Great Monarch* wasequally stron*inhis day as at the present;and, in fact, as wo have said.'it datesfrom much farther back. Holzhauser, however, didnotprofess tobedelivering predictions himself, but simply interpreting those of theApocalypse. Nevertheless, it would seem thnt he was conscious ofreceiving special illumination to this end;for, on breakingoff hislabors at the commencement of the fifteenth chapter, and beingquestionedby his disciples as to his reason for doing so,he repliedthathe nolonger felt himself enlightened by the samespirit. Holz-hauser was, we might say, the Oliei- of Germany, having dedicatedhislife to a Bimiliar object, the reformation of the secular clergy,andadoptedmeans for that end which bear a strongresemblance to those«inployed by the great founder of St. Sulpice. He diedasparishpriest of Bingen, -with the reputation of eminent sanctity, in 1658.Amongst his high supernatural gifts must certainly be reckoned thatof prophecy, which gives a singular authority tohis Commentary. It

is peculiarly interesting to ourselves toknow thathe foretold that theEnglish would ultimately return to the bosom of theChurch, and-would contribute to the exaltation and progress of Catholicism evenfar more efficaciously thanhad theirforefathers. He also foretold theravagesof Josepliism in Germany, the sanguinary wars which were tobe its chastisementat the time of the first Empire, and the career ofthe illustrious Pope Pius VII. He wrote his Commentary on theApocalypse in tlie solitudes of the Tyrol, given up the while tomeditation,prayer,and fasting. Hedivided thehistory ofthe Catho-lic Church into seven ages, whieli ho considers to be symbolisedbythe Seven Churches of Asia. The first age, which may be styled theperiodof seed-sowing, extended from the time ofJesus Christ and theApostles to thatofNero;the second age, called that ofirrigation, com-prehendedthe time of the tenpersecutionsuntil the reignof Constan-tino;Ihe third age ia the illuminative, or that of the Doctors, andextends from the time of Pope Sylvester and Constantino to that ofLeoHI.and Charlemagne;the fourth age, called pacific, reaches tothe tune of Leo X. j the fifth age, which is that of aflliction, beginswith Leo X. and the reign of Charles V. Itincludes what wecallirodern times, and was inaugurated by theheresy of Luther. InitCatholics were oppressedbyheretics andbadChristians. Everywherethere were to be deplorable calamities and terrible wars. Kingdomswere to beconvulsed, thrones overturned,princespur to death. "Therewere tobe conspiracies formed for the foundation, of republics;theChurch and her ministers were to be despoiled. This a«»e is tobe

The owner of a popularmenagerie tells aNew Yorkeditor thesefacts about the cost of wildanimals, andhonv long theyJive;Lions
range in price from 1500dol. to 3000dol.;African lions, being the-
largest,sometimes cost above4000dol. They live fromBto 20 years.
The Bengal tiger lives from 15 to 18 years, andcosts nearly asmuch
as the lion. African elephants lange from 800dol. to 4000dol. and
live to three-score years. Camels and Llamas are worth about
1200dol.;the quagga,2000dol.;and monkeys, from 25d01. to lOOOJoI.

Two menhavedied in a Liverpoolhospital through mere fear ofhydrophobia.
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succeededby the sixth, that of consolation, which the childrenof theUhurch arenow expecting;itis the same of whichSt.Catherineand?at.Hildegarde havespokenin such glowing terms;itis tobe of short-duration, and terminate with the appearance of Antichriit, which willusher m the seventh andlast age, the age of desolutiou,embracing thewholeperiodof Antichristto the endof the world.The sixth age, that of consolation, was to be the witness ofachange, the effect of the omnipotent handof God,so marvellous, thatno one could hare conceived ifc. There will be a great and holyPontiffj and apowerful Monarch, sent by O-od, will arise andput aaend todisorder. He willsubject all tohis power, and will display anardent zeal for the true Church of Christ, and all heresies will be-do royed; theEmpire of the Turks will be broken;andallnationsshall comeand adore their Godin theunity of the true CatholicandRoman faith. Love,concord, peace, and happinessshallreign amongmen. The whole world willbe as itwere thepatrimonyof this power-ful raanarch j for,by thehelp of theLord, heshall liberatethe earth,from the wicked men and from the evils with which itis afflictedUnder his auspices a great Council, the greatest of all the Councils,will be brought toa happy conclusion, after it has been subjected to'much hostilityaudopposition. He will use his power toenforceits-decrees. Godshall bless him, andgive all things intohis hands.lhis great Council, foretold also by Anna Maria, had alreadybeen announced in the clearest terms bySoeur de laNativite,a hurable-lay-Bistor in tho Ursulino Convent of Fougeres, about the year 1792.Her Life andRevelations were firstgiven to the worldin 1818. After*describing the poisonous effects of the Revolution throughout t' Wworld, she said, "

but tho assembled Church shall one day condemnand destroy the vicious principleof this wickedconstitution. Isee in-.God anumerousassemblage of ministers of the Church, who, stron*as anarmy in. battle array and like to a firm and immovablepillar!shall sust&mthe rights of the Church and of itshead, andreestablishher ancient discipline. What a consolation and joy for all the true-and taithful! Isee1.1God a great Power, which shall restore all to-goodorder. False worships shall be abolished,allthe abuses of theRevolutionshallbe swept awoy,and religion shall return tobe moreflourishing than ever.'
We will sum up this subject of modern prophecy in the words ofthe "
Civitta Cattolica' of May 4, 1872. They express sentimentswhich we thoroughly adopt. "We protestoncemore that itisnot in,

ourmind toput forward as authentic any of thepropeecies recordedby us. Itbelongs to theChurch to judge of their supernaturalorigin.Nevertheless,itcannotbe denied that the agreement of so many andvarious presages in defining events the expectationof whichis in the-heart of the greater number of Catholics possesses apersuasiveforceandis a kindof seal of high probability, if not of certainty. Thisbecomes much clearerif, with the light ofright reason andpure faith,
"we study the present condition of civil society andof the Church.Generally speaking, all intelligent persons, including eventhe irreli-gious, withone voiceadmit that without some remedy the nature ofwhichthehuman mind cannot divine,the worldcannot go onlong as-itis atpresent. Either itmust be reformed or it will be precipitated
into anabyss of barbarism. In likemanner wise Christians aremorethanunanimous in admitting that the Church is a prey toa diabolical;
anduniversalpersecutionhitherto unexampled;whereforeGod mustcome toher aid with succors proprotioned to theneed, that it, extra-ordinary;nor is there any room to doubt that inan opportune timeHe will do so, invirtueof His infalliblepromise:"Portce inferi nonpravulebunt." Hence we find ourselves in this extremecase— thatthe salvationof society,no less than of the Church, requires an un-accustomed intervention of omnipotent power. If this be co, how-should wenot believethat comeit will?'

THE WATER OF LOURDES.
MiHACTTLotrs Cube of a Boston Lady."CouTJHßirs," one of the American Pilgrims, thus writes to the-'

Catholic Keview,' under date of June2, of themiraculous cure of anAmerican lady by immersion in the waters ofLoUdes :—:
—

YesterdayMrsE. L.Baker, ofNew Bedford, Mass,(formerly ofofBoston), wasitistantly cured of a malady that theBoston doctors-1hadgiven up as incurable. She was carriedby twomen from therail,
road cars to her carriage, and from her carriage to her room, at the-hotel, onlast Saturday;on Sundaymorning to themiraculous waters,
and whenthe twogentlemen who had watched outside tocarry her to
her carriagepresentedthemselves at the bath-roomdoors,she joyously
thanked them, saying she was able to walk with any of them, and offshe skippedmaking vigorous use of her new found feet. On being
introduced to her this evening, in reply to my question how ithappened,she smilingly replied thatshe did not know, but that she
she placedher feetin the water,andasked her siater-in-hiw, who wa»
present, whether she had them in it or not. One, two, three, or
lour minutes had passed, when she felt she had been cured. Herhusband told me thathe expected,before coming, that she wouldbecured, but then stated that the same would have happened to a,
believer inany other creed. Beis a Protestant, she a Catholic. Ionly mention this as Mrs Baker is from our own country,whichfact
makes itmoreinteresting toone and all of us.

A REMARKABLE CHAPTER.
As FOB the unbelievingnations, they will be attracted by the
pood odour ofJesus Christ;but they will return to the fold ofCatho-licity; they willbe converted to the truePastor andBishopof their"ouls. Beturn, then, thanksgiving to the Lord, because after thetempestHe will give His Church a peace and a joy whiohshall be«xtraordinary.'
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