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SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 19, 1874.
THE SYSTEM OF EDUCATION IN OTAGO.

Tt is not long since 2 pretty generally received opinion in
thig Province, prevailed also throughout the entire Colony, to
the effect that the Government system of Education here was
almost perfect. A geuntleman who is now a Cabinet Minister
asserted, in his place in the House of Representatives, that
the Otago system of Education was almast perfect; that, in
fact, the only thing wanting to its perfection was a little
more inspection. This statement was received with approba-
tion,—at all events, no one questioned it, and under the cir-
cumstances it may be concluded that the Hopse endorsed the
hon. member’s opinion.

It is no easy matter to take conceit out of an individual
or a conmunity, and it has consequently so happened that
notwithstanding repeated proofs to tha contrary, the people
of Otago have clung to the flattering and fatal delusion of
the perfection of their educational system, The * Otago Daily
Times, which very fairly represents pumblic opinion in this
Province, speaking a short time ngo about the Jast examina-
tions for Scholarships in the New Zealand Univezsity, still
claimed superiority for the Otago systemn of Eduestion, and’
would only adinit that Cunterbury and Nelson were pressing
in our rear, .

This wae]a challenge to these Provinces, and as we had
lioped snd anticipated, the gauntlet Lus been taken up on
behalf of these, and with effect, too. With such effect, in
deed, that the conceit has been taken out of even the Otago
Daily l'imes,’ which is compelled to adwmit that “ It does not
need pointing out that, notwithstanding our lavish expendi-
ture—notwithstanding our comparatively large population~—
we are ut present comparatively overwhelmed ; and that we
have no right to claim either the first or second position in
the educational arena.”  Tlhis important, candid, and very
humiliating admission has been wrung fram the *Times’ hy
a letter published in its issue of Iast Tuesday, from the Rev.
T. C. Bovoxns, Principal of the Nelson College.

The facts stated in the rev. gentleman’s letter are no new
discovery. The ¢ Times’ must have peen aware of them long
ago,—in fact, the statistics given by Mr Stmsoxs appearcd
from time to time in its own columns ; and yet this jourual

continued o claim superiority for education in Otago, till Mr
Srusong’ Jetter appeared. But having consented to publish
this letter, our contemporary could no Ionger maintain its owni!
delusion, or that of its readers, Mr Srumong’ letter is short and:
simple. ~ Nevertheless, it utterly demolishes the claims set up
for our educational system. Speaking of the statement of the
‘Times ’ to which we have alluded above, the Fresident of
the Nelson College says :—* Surely this is u strange inver-
sion. The University examination is the sole Interprovincial
geit yet in existence. ~ The Scholarships awarded are given
elow :—

1872, 1873. 1874, Torat,
Nelson . 6 -1 7 14
Cunterbury 6 2 4 12

Otago e 1 0 2

When you reflect that we have searcely a fourth of your local
population to draw from, and less thun half the number of
pupils to choose from, and no University or Collegiate Tosti-
tntion to aid ws, you will, I am sure, admit that you have
inadvertently done us an injustice, which is still more
apparent when you look at the list of unsuccessful eandidates
in euch of the three contests, and the position which they
took, The results hitherto given by the only testing machioe
yet in existence afford surely no more reason for relegating
us as yet to the third place than for claiming the first for
your Province, unless, indeed, you would have these intel-
lectual contests reguluted by the rules which govern the con-
tests of arimals, not nsually looked on as intellectual in the
old country.” All this is severe, but very true and just.

Nelson College certainly holds the first place. ‘This is
proved by the success of her alumni.  Bub her superiority
will appenr more striking, if the relative populations of the
respective Provinces and chief towns are burne in mind.
‘Nelson Province has only 26,000 inhabitants, and the City
of Nelson, in which the College is situated, about 6,000 ;
Canterbury has 60,000, and Christchurch—the seat of the
College—~15,000 ; Otago hais 90,000 people, and Dunedin—
the site of both a High Schcol and a collegiate institution,
the Otago University—boasts of a population of 20,000 ba-
hubitants, with several populouns suburbun distriets. And
notwithstanding these very great advantages, behold the
result as trenchingly and sarcastically put forward by Mr
Simona, If he ascends his trizmphal chariot, who can find
fault with him, no matter how acutely the sting of envy may
be felt? His vietory is so eomplete and manifestly well
deserved, that even the ¢ Otago Daily Limes’ is compelied to
retract its bonsting, and ery peccuvi.

We shall unt now attempt to account for this state of
things. But we may be permitted to draw attention to a fack
bearing on the point.  Nelson, with the smallest population
and least resources, stands firat ; Canterbury, with twice as
many people and ahoundinrg means, holds ouly a sscond place ;
and Otago, with four times the population of I elson, and
very rich endowments and appropriations from the public
purse, is a bad third, Bubin Nelson an effort is made 10 do
justice to the educational requirements of all denominations,
treedom is yespected and emulation promoted. This was the
case in Canterbury, too, till lately. In Otago, however, the
Eduecation system is a close borough ; no encowrarement is
given to private apd demominational schools, s0 far as the
Government is concerned ; all are taxed for the exclusive
benefit of a section-~the majority ; freedom is looked down
upon, diseonraged ; competition and emulation to any appre-
ciable extent are impossible, And what is the result ¢ The
Province of Otago has the consequence and reward, and finds
bersslf in a position of humiliating inferiority.

THE ‘ OTAGO GUARDIAN , TIIE POPE, AND THE
FRELAASONS,

TuE ‘ Otago Guardian’ is logieally stolid. All our efforts
to improve our contemporary m Dialectics have been in
vain.  Qu previous occasions—se Ijfaluting I—we endea-
vored, for the honor of our common profession, and as other
means had failed, to shame our csteemod contcuporary
into something like logical writing. But to no purpose,
we fear. The following paragraph from the ¢ Guardian’ of
Thursday last will prove how fruitless has been our zeal
for the “ Qtago Guardian’s’ improvement :—

“The Jast mail brought intelligence of the action taken by
the Ttalian Freemasons in reference to the expulsion of the
Pore from the Order. Our contemporary, the TaBLET,
very angrily denied the accuracy of the statement, and

asserted that Hrs Horrxss had never belonged to “the



