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WAIFS AND STRAYS,

——

H1xrs oF Szxer.—To literary men, preschers, teachers, lawyers,
doctors, journalists, and brain workers in generul, the following hinta
are exceedingly worthy of sttention : The fact is, that ss hife becomes
concentrated, und its pursuits more eager, short sleep and eorly rising
become impassible. We take more slesp than our ancesters, and we
take more becuuse wo need more. Six hours’sleep will do very woll
for » ploughman or bricklayer, oc any other man who kas no exhaus.
tioh but that produced by manual labor, and the sooner he takes it
after the Inbour the better. But for the man whose labor is mentnl,
the stresa is on the bruin and the nervous system, and for him who is
tired in the evening with a day of mental spplication, neither early to
bad nor -early ta rise is wholssowne, He needs letting down to the
Ievel of repose. The longer interval between the nctive use of the
brain and the retirement to bed, the better his chance of gleep and
retirement. To him an hour afier midnight is probably as good as
two hours before it, and even then his steep will not so completely re-
storg him as it will his neighBour who is physieally tied. Iis best
sleep is in the early merning hours, when all the nervous exciternent
has passed away, and he is in abeclute rest.

A DeTERMINED Fasory—~—Ungder the head of  Praiseworthy ”
the * Yazoe (Miss ) Banner,” of the 19th, tells this story :—“ A man
with » wife and eeveral children, who some time ngo left Indiann
for Texas, finding, sfter renching New Orleans ot somo other point in
Louigiana, that he could not proceed om account of the overficw,
turned buck and is retracing bis steps to Indinna. He ond his family
are all walking, carrying a wheolbarraw which containa all his earthly
goods. He has stopped a few days in the suburba of the city, where
lie is making aze-handles to get teans to pursue lis journey. He is o
man in full vigor of health, intelligent, nnd buoysunt in spirit. 1fe is
determined sl to go to Texns.  He ssems 1o be satisfied with Lis lot,
and hopeful that ho will yet rooke at Jeast an independence. We pre-
dict that he will succeed, for his industry and eneryy are indomitable.”

Tne Rigar ok LEET ARM.—The question wiether a gentleman
walking with o lady should give his right or left srm is frequently
discussed. Customs and written etiguette are rather in favor of the
right, although there ore escellont reasons in bebalf of the left arm.
Hither one or the other, permanently retaived is vastly better than
the awkward aud absurd habit of chunging arms; so as to change the
Iady on the insive of the promenade. One advantage of giving the
Jeft arm is that the persou on the right nsturally 1akes ihe lead, so
that, in the country or city, in the stcest or park, he tbus readily
directs the way, instead of waiting to cousult liis companion, or causing
8 jostling by eacl of them trying to move to oy posite pointa. Another
advontage s, that in n crowded thoroughfare, where tho sidewalk is
invariably enocumbered with merchaudise and throngeld. with people,
gentleman needs lis right srm to remove obstroct.ous and kuep rude
or careless folks out of the way.

Marpiace AxsoUxeLasNTs~—Br Gront tells a very zood story
of the origin of the custom of charging for the insertion ot marringe
announcenents, At first these were published freely, as they atill ave
by many provincisl pupers. But in the early duys of the * Times?” it
was the custom in snnouncing a marrige to state the awmount of the
bride's dowry—£20,000 or £30,000, whatever it might happen to be :
and m Jooling through the ludies’ columu one morning Mr Walier
threw out the suggestion that if a man married all tnab money he
tmght certaivly puy a trifling percentage upon 1t ta the printer for
acquninting the world with the fuct. “These marringe fees would
torm o niee little pocket money for me, my deur,” ndded Mra Walter,
and as a joke her husband ugieed to try the experbment. The charge
g fiest waos but a tritle, sod the annuul amouut probably noy mush ;
bul Blis Walter at hier death, passed this prescriptive right of hers to
her daughter, and when a fow years ago the right wus purchased by
the present proprietor, it was ussessed at £4,000 or £5,000 a yenr.

Brayry.—Withous expressiod, the moss perfect leatures ure not
beautiful. 1t may be said that the eyes eway ke desting of the face ;
for if their expression be not benutitul, the most exquisilely modelled
features, the most classical mould of the Lead, and the purest Grecian
oval of general facinl outline vre but as doves clustering in the fascina-
tion of hideons =nskes.  On the other huou, 2 benutiful eyo raises the
plaiuest face to o higher rank of beauty thuam mere SyIMMEIry cLN eTer
attain,  T'he greatest and most loved womwen of history were often
inacbied solely to the beautilul expression of their ey es dur their power
of farcinuhing all who belieid them. And 1o muwie the cyes thus
besutiful, it 38 only necessary 1o throw into them thut lighit of the soul
which emanates from the pgentler emotioas nod purest thouglte. Al
violeut passions abu-o the eye, all unworthy thouglits mar its clearnesa.

lurrovID Bulcks.—lhe * London Architect’ thuuks that before
long, there will be w wondeiful alteration in the method of using
bricks, und clnims that modern evience hus lony ago pomted out much
cheaper ard mote eflictus] wethods of using lime und ctay than thoss
A prosent emplojed.  Lunps of burnt c.ay, called bricke, are stili
mule, chivlly beenuse it has been the o rtum to fashion such lumps
in u p eevfain, repulur forw ever sluce w 1 began 1o build. A brick
wall. seys the  Architect, 25 itis put tog ther now-u-unys, with 1ts
wmubdpaeny of sl Jeinrg, nud e MHaviiry to coustst ef porous,
undoron nf bilcks,” or £ tble, jouwing miortar, cun hurdly escape
becomil g satursled witn mowsture evay wet day, and retaning, tur
the lonpust poesible period, the waier usid 2, its cunsteuction.  Ln-
stoud «f making brichs ut ull, the * Avelatees’ ays that the way can
be burned 10 heaps wily #tnall eoal, and bYurned thorougliy, 10
inecijpient vertification, fer 01e 1ird the eozt that 7¢ o n be burued into
the form of hricks, a1 d the vhalk mixed with clay cun be wade into a
water-re isting element tor a litile yoore than the cnost of converting

into lime.

Mozes,—A Frencl nuturalist hes experimented with moles to
ascertuin their true hubng, I has been found that they will starve to
deatl ia presence of abunduns vegeble food, 1elusing 1o touch it,
but they will greed'ly devour enriliwormr, mive, sud even smult birds,
when 1 ealy starmving in_un encluecd jur. OF the blrds 1bey devour
uly ke inside;  they devour indiserininately their own weight euch

day of souils, inaects, lurviee, chrysalides, cuterpillars, addors, worma
and lizards. An instance is known where a French landed propristor
destroyed every mole on his property. The next senson his fields weore-
ravished with cutworms, and his crops destroyed. He then purchased
moles from his neighbors, and stocked his fiolds, and afterwards carae-
fully preserved them ea his best friend.

Muosrins,—~An Indian native women, with her fngers and spindle-
alone, and a native man, with his toes and bamboo loom alone, can
spin a thread snd finish & pisee of muslin which cannot by the applica.
tion of the most delicote machinery, be produced outside of India.
There is one quality of Dacca mualin, for example, which is termed:
“ woven wir,” it is made only for king's daughters. So short is the-
staple of the raw material,.and so brittle are ita fibres that it must be-
spun by a woman under twenty-five years, and before all the daw has
left the grass in the morning, Aa o substitute for netural moisture the
evaporation of water from a shallow pan is sometimes used, but the
quality of the work in that case is inferior. A piece of muslin four-
yurds in length and one yard in width often weighs leas than one-
ounce svoirdupois., The wuslin is very durable, and will wash.

Trs LeveTn oF Days.—At Homburg, in Germany, the longest-
day has sevonteen hours, and the shortest seven ; at Htockholm, the-
lougest eighteen and a half, and the shortest fve and a half; at Si.
Petersburgh, the longest nineteen, nnd the shortest five. At Wonder..
bus, in Norway, the day lasts from the 21ss May to the 2nd of July,
the sun not getting below the horizon the whole time, but skirting:
ulong very close to it in the north; while in Spitzbergen the longest
duy losts three months and a half,

THE PasstoN FLower.—When the Spaniards discoversd South
America they saw, amongst other plants new to them, a chmbing shrub,.
baving frow two to three fruit-bearing flowers, unlike any they had
ever seen. One day a priest was preaching to the Peruvians, or
aborig ipal inhabitants, amidst the wild scenery of their native forests.
His suoject was the Pussion of Our Lord. His eye suddenly glanced
st this curions flower, which hung in festoons from thae trees overhead ;.
and like 5t, Patrick with the Shamrock, he saw with the eye of a Saint:
a vivid picturs of the sad story of Calvary. The ringa of threads
which surround the eup of the flower, and which are mottled with
blug, erinon, and white, suggested the erown of shorns, stsined with.
blood, to his mind, tutored by meditation; the five anthers, on the
slamens, represeuted the five woundz; the three styles, the nails.
which fixed Qur Blessed Lord to the Cross; and the singular column
which rises in the centre of the flower, were tmade to bring before the
Ininds of thess wild suvages the harrowing scene of the Second Sorrow--
tul Mystery of the Most Holy Rosary. 8o, without Bibles or books,
did this holy ran instruct iy converts on the Passion; and to this-
duy our beautiful creeping garden flower is called “The Passion
Flower.” Inall languuges 1t benrs the samo name,

EpvcarioN —Lhe educution of the girl, as n housekeeper, should
be begun by the moether early, continued until the marrisge of the
deughter, and no other duty of the mother, and no other study of the-
duuglicer should interfere with jt. This and the school education
should go on simultaneously. If anything is to ba postponed, let it be
music und drawing and philosophy, which, ns experience shows, are-
usually unattended to after * the huppy eveut.” The more and higher
the education the better. But let us lave a renl and practicsl eduens
tion justend of a sham education.

Lesgars v. Qib Prors.—That there is a sensitiveness to atmo-
epheriy changes in the leech is generally adwitted ; and the idea of
utilising this Little creature as o sort of weather-gluss aross long ago,
weo have evidence in one of the early volumes of the ¢ Gentloman’s
Mugasine” A correspondent of that vewerable journal stuted that if .
leecn be kept in o plusl or bottle partly filled with water, it will indi-
vate approuching chonges in the weather. He placed on the window-
ledge un eight-ounce phial, containmg o leech and nbouv six ounces of”
water, and watched it daily. Accoraing to his deseription, when the
wearher beesine serene und benutiful, the leech becawe motionless ab
the boitom of the phial, rolled in a spiral torm. Wheu it began to
radn ot noon, or & litie before or aiter, tho leech was found at the top
of its lodging, where it rewained uniil the weather bevnme settled.
When wind was approaching, the leech gnllopped about its Hmpid
habiuation with greas (iveliuess, seldom resting until the wind beecnue
violent* WV¥hen u thunderstorm was about to appear, the animal
sought & lodgment ubove the the level of the water, displayed groat €
uneasiness, and moved about in couvulsive-like threads. Iu clear irost,
oc in five supnner weather, it luy eonstantly at the boltom ; whereus,
in suowy wenther, like ps in rady, it diwvelt at the very mouth of tke:
phiut. The observer covered the mouth of the phial with a piece of
1men cloth, und chunged the water every week or two, )

W ORIHY 0F ATTENTION.—An Knglishman with rheumatic gout
fornd 1uis singolur remedy o cure for hus wilment : “ He jusulated Lis.
bed from the floor by plucing under euch post a broken off buitom of 4
gloss botthe.””  He says the elfect was magical ; thut he hud nob been
frea from: vheumnatie gout for fifteen years, and that he begun to
improve imuediately aiter the application of the insulators, “’Wa are
wiormed by this statement,” ways the *Secientific American’ " of a
patent obtwmned through this office for a physician, some cwelv::‘or
more years'ngo, wiich created considexable interest as the .tu.ua‘_ The-
patent consicted in plaving gluss cups under the bed-posts in a sieulur
manner {0 the above, and the patentes c!n:mcc_i to huve :‘;ﬂemed sotnp
remnvkable cures by the use of his remnrku!:le 1nsulattur§. A gentie-
mon in this aty who hus beon uffiicted with rhewwatic gout, goury
rheumatism, or one or the other bowhs combined, sccidentuLy sl:umb{ed
upon the ubove stetement of facts, aud tried the esperiment. Thy,
result is, thut although nearly fifty yenrs old, be is ready to rana
foot-rave with any man of his uge in the State for one hundred yard:,
—San Francisco paper.

The lnst new thing in linen-drapers’ shopsin Paris is a billjard.
room tor husbunds and brothers to beguile away the time while their
faie companions wre making thewr purchases. A good lunch and &
alase of wine are alse provided gratia,



