
Wenotice from the'Hokitika 'Leader
'

thatFather Ecuyer, who
wasrecently transferred from ChristchurcU to the charge of Grey-
mouth, preachedhis first sermonin that town on Sunday, the 23rd
ultimo.

The Prussian Governmenthas appointedofficialadministratorsof
theCatholicdioceses of Posenand Grenseuf.

The Ship Hotel »nd other premisesin Spring Gardens, were sub-
mitted to auction, recently, by Meisrs. Chinnock, Galsworthy, and
Chinnock,comprising altogether3250 superficial feet, and exoitedcon-
siderable competition, realising £30,000, or nearly £10 per foot.

—
The

above paragraph is given as a sample of the value of landat home.
InMelbourne, some years since, land in Bourko street brought £210
per foot, or twenty-one times theEnglish price.

Tho wife of Captain Travers (of Deerhound celebrity) was
received into the CatholicChurch at tho church of theSacred Heart,
Kilburn.

From Calcutta we learn that 1,700,000persons arenow employed
on the relief works,and 300,000 are receiving charitable relief. Agri-
culturalprospects are materially improving inconsequence of ample
rains.

Dr.Johnston used to say that the habit of looking at the best
side of things was worthmore thana thousand a year.

Probably the oldest timberin theworld subjected to theuseofman
is that whichis met with in the templesof Egypt. Itis foundincon-
nection with stone works, which are known to be at least 4000
years old.

When QueenElizabethdied,three thousand gowns were found
iaher wardrobe.

The Persians believe thnt diamondsare entitled to especialvene-
ration,not so much from their intrinsic or saleablevalue, as from their,
so-called divine origin, as they hold the theory that those stones fell
from heavenat anearlyperiodof the world'screation.

A femalesextoninChicago is accused of reserving all the best
graves for the young men.

The applicationby New Mexico and Colorado foradmission into
theUnionhas beenrefused by Congress, whbh has just closed ita
session.

The Czar's private income is said to amount to two millions
sterling a year.

An exchange says:Archbishop Purcellof Cincinnati is the only
survivingBishopof the CatholicChurch appointedby PopeGregory."

The Seneca tribe ofIndiansnowconsists of one oldhorse, a chief,
and three gallons ofwhiskey. A few more setting suns

—
a few more

moons
—

abrief senson, aud that three-gallon jug will join its com«
rades in thehappy hunting ground.

The symmetrical curves of the liver Jlielum are stated to have
suggested the graceful pattern ofCashmere shawls.

At the Jarden d' Acclimation atParis has just been received &
very extraordinaryanimal, in the shape of aminiature elephant, per-
fectly white,and of the race which the Indians formerly worshipped
as gods.

Mr Childs, proprietorof 'The PhiladelphiaLedger,' began lifeas
apoor boy, but is now reported to be worth £300,000. In the same
American city there is a Mr Simpson, who never had but one arm.
He began to sell papers,making a profit of 6d on every hundred.
Alreadyhe is worth £3000.

Itis a curious fact, long since observed by Aristotle, that the
color of the eyes of new-born infants are invariably blue.

Itis apopularerror to suppose that the inventor of the guillotine-
—Dr Guillotine

—
perishedby his own invention. He survived the

FrenchRevolutionmany years,and diedin1814.

"pace of timcf and in the face of so many other calls for assistance,"
■peaks well for the esteem in which the deceased gentleman was
held by thepublic,andia a convincing proof of thepromptitude and
generosity with whichour colonists comeforward toalleviate and assist
theunfortunate. Atameeting which was held at the Harbor Cham-
bers onMonday, three gentlemen wereappointed trustees,andautho-
rised to deal with the money for the benefit of the widow and
children.

We learn with pleasure that the Hibernian Catholic Benefit
Society has so far progressedon the West Coast as to have erected a
spacioushall at Goldsborough, in which to hold their meetings. The
building is situated at the entrance of the township,and, according to
the local papers, was tohave been opened on the 23th ult., with a
■upperandball. Greatpreparations werebeing made for the celebra-
tion, anda greatmany visitors were expected on the occasion from
Hokitikaand other surrounding townships. This speaks well for the
energy and perseverance of the Goldsborough brethren, and their
examplemight followedwith benefit by older branches of the asso-
ciation.

Thb DunedinChoral Societygave their first concert of.the season
onSaturday night in the University Hall, the selection being Sir
MichaelCosta's oratorio of

"
Naaman." Itproveda genuine success,

and the attendancemost numerousand fashionable. Every available
inch of the spacioushall wasutilised,and long after the oratorio had
commenced persons continued toarrive. Mr A.J.Towsev wielded
the conductor's baton, Mr S.H.Little acted as leader, andMiss Muir
presidedat thepiano. The labors of the evening fellonMessrs Lewis
andTowsey, andMisses Jago and Dick, by whom the principalchar-
acters were delineated

—
insome cases in adualcapacity. The amount

of applauseelicited, whilenodoubt being flattering to those to whom
itwas accorded, was well deserved,anda just tribute to the excellence
of those engaged.

Judging from the annexed paragraph taken from the
'

Weekly
Times,'the immigrants despatchedto Invercargill— and for whomthe
inhabitants wereso clamorous

—
do not seem to be such a boon after

all. Speaking of those still remaining in theEsk streetbarrack, that
paper says:

— "
They are, it is true,but few in number,and nearly all

women,with tawdry clothes andoutworn faces;but for pawning their
goods and chattels for strong spirits, and for drinking, fighting,
screaming,blaspheming, and in making night hideous in a general
■way,they are,weshould say,simply unsurpassable. They seem tobe
fitfor nothinguseful, and the life they lead is truly a pitiable one.
Still they arehumanbeings, andmustexist somewhere or other j but
itis galling to think that the colonists' money should be wasted

—
literally thrownaway

—
in bringing out peoplewho,instead of being a

benefit, areaburden to theColony." »

The Auckland papers contain a long and minute account of the
burning ineffigy of the Premier andhis supporters on the questionof
Abolition. A procession was organised, and on a horse draped in
"black was seated a figurebearinga remarkable likeness to Mr Vogel,
bareheaded,andhis hair characteristically parted in the centre md
"tuning with tar. Infront stood a tall figure, a fair representativeof
MrReader Wood, accompanied by Messrs Creighton, Buckland and
liuckie. After parading the streets for a considerable time, thepopu-
lar fury was ventedon thePremier, who -was thrownonhis back and
subjected tosome

"
striking

"
proofsofthe estimation in whichho was

held. The other gentlemen, to honor whom thepopulacehad met,
■wereparadedfor some time longer and thenmet a similar fate. The
4Star,' indescribing theimposing ceremony,says:—"Mr Luckie burned
slowly and diedhard. The last dyingspeech of each, as well as the
gallowsandropes were in resvdino'ss,but o"wing to the earnestness of
the amateur assistants the after part was curtailed. Crowds gathered
round eachblazing form, which from time to time was flung aloft, to
theno inconsiderablerisk of the spectators."

Itappears that when Mr Vogelhas concluded his negotiations in
Sydney withregard to the electric telegraphcable, itis his intention to
proceed to England, but the length of his visit has not transpired.
The retirement of Sir 6-eorge Arney from the Chief Justiceship will
leave a vacancy, which will be filled up by the present Attorney-
General, MrPrendergast, and the prevailing opinionseems tobe that
Mr Travers will be offered the positionvacated by Mr Preadergast.
MrCreighton, M.H.R.,andeditor of the Q-uardian,it is reported,has
accepted the appointmentof Emigration Agent,and proceedsto.Eng-
landina short time, as alsodoes MrsYogeland family.

We are far from advocating the adoption of Pagan customs, but
webelievebut few members of theFourth Estate would object to the
following summary mode of canvassing:

—
The Tycoon of Japnn

knowshow to start apaper. He does not offer premiums for sub-
ecribers, buthaving takenaninterest in the publicationofa journalat
theJapanese capital,he has issued anorder that allmenofcertain so-
cial andpoliticalstanding shall take it, or be beheaded.

The Hokitika 'Leader,' states
"Greenstone canboast of a real*' Claimant." A miner, now workingin tb»t locality,not only main-

tains that his name is Sir Roger Tichborne,Bart.,but likewise attempts
tosubstantiate the same by exhibiting tbe tattoomarks on his arm,
and speaking very indifferentFrench. He appears thoroughly ac-
quaintedwith the namesof the Tichborne family, andis at present so
demonstrativein detailinghis own history andin denouncing the im-
positionof any other claimant than^himself to the title, that it is not
unlikely an examination will shortly 'be made, with the view of
despatchinghim toEngland, orelsewhere nearerhand." Weimagine
if the" speaking veryiudifferentFrench

"
be admitted as a proof of

identity, there are not a few but couldadvance a claim, and supple-
ment it with " very indifferent English." Begarding the second
test, the man must have been singularly fortunate who is not now-
acquaintedwith the Tiehborne genealogical treefromits veryroot.

Major Atkinson was sworn in on Monday a member of the
Executive. Itis understoodthat thenewMinister,inaddition to the
Secretaryship of Crown Lands -will also be gazetted as Minister of
Immigration, auoffice hithertoheld by Mr Yogel.

AN ITALIAN SENATOR ON THE PROSPECTS
OF ITALY.

Two letters have recently been published in in the Italian papers,
writtenby the Marchese Carlo Alfieri de Sontegno, a member of the
Senate, on theoccasion of the prorogation of Parliament. The former
of these was intendedtobe a perfectlypriT»te letter,in which, writing
tohis friend,Profossor Sharbaro, of Ancona, he very freely expressed
his opinionson tho practical working oftheParliamentary institutions
of United Italy. "So one,"he says,"can be leas surprised thanI
amat the ridiculous and unbecoming wayin which theParliament of
1874 has terminated its foolish existence Ihave verylittle hope for
that whichwill be elected in the autumn." Government and legisla-
tion,he goes on to say,is toa great extent in the hands of the lower
middle class, the

"small bourgeois," a class, "abody of men who are
avaricious, suspicious, and selfish. Some of them come up to the
Parliament to attend to the interests of the rest, wholive on thepublic
revenue under any pretext

—
stipends, pensions, public works, State

subsidies, and protection to industry and speculation
—

while owners
of property and the common people have to pay and work for
them The class which governsItaly has no thought but
for its own interests, a:id would have no ambition for power if it were
not ameans of promoting them. One single passion agitates its mind
—hatred of the clergy andill will towards the nobles. And with this
disposition,it can produce nothing useful to the country at large,
nothing truly great, nothing calculated to promote the moral and
politicalprogress of thenation." Of the future of Italyhe naturally
takes a verygloomy view. The presentstate of affairs he describes as
oneof"half-hearted democracy andSocialism," and he has nodoubt
that as the Utopian ideasof social reorganisation, now so popularin
Italy,pervade all classes, and financial difficulties increase, the result
will be a revolution like tkat of 1848 in France. He concludes by
expressing his regret at not being able to hope for abetter future fop
Italy;"but,"he says,

"Ihave for some timeseen things weretending
in this direction, aud events only give too much confirmation to-the
viewsIentertain."
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