
NEWS OF THE WEEK.

<U Tn T< n? Me£ lJriYntwmmt in another column, thechoir ofSt.JosephsChurch havekindly acceded to the request made to reLafetheprogramme submittedat their late concert in the Masonb SafThe object toward* which they havenow comeforwardis toaidintlmerection of a church inPort Chalmers. The steamerGolden Age £lbeen charteredfor the conveyance ofpatrons fromDunedin and WS-that attrachon, and the additional oneof the services ofabWhSfwhich Wlllaccompany the steamer on her double trip, weirnvHo fear

andconfirmed, Mr Wm. Brown was duly initiateda fullbenefit mem-ber. The followinggentlemen wereproposed for members .— MessrsDesmond Kean,Bellet andPatrickHayes. Bro.J. M. flallinanmZposed, and Bro.B. Carrollseconded the following resolution
— "

Thata bye-lawbepassedinaccordance with Law 81, Clause 3
'

wherebythe.remaining portionof amember's entrance fee be paidin twoeaualinstalmentswithin two months after initiation:carried. Bro R Car-roll asked leave to withdraw the motion standing in his name in raconcertmaid of funds, in order not to clash with a concert to beervenon the 9th ofNovemberby themembers ofSt. JosephsChurchChoir; leave granted. Bro. J. J. Connor moved the resolution ofwhichhe hadgiven notice at last quarterly meeting, viz.
—

That theSecretary s salary be at the rateof £20 per annum. Bro.R. Carrollseconded the resolution. Bro James Toal moved as anamendment—" That the Secretary'ssalary be at the rate of £15 per annum""» butafter some discussion^themotion was carried. Bros.M Connellan
a "£' T.?r£ nna,n Were elected■** visitors, vice Bros. J. J. Connorand-b.Mc«rrath, resigned. The presidenthaving informedthemeet-ing that up to the present time noone hadbeenappointedtopreparethe room for the society'smeetings,BroJames Toalkindly volunteeredto attend to the room for two months, in order to keep down theexpenses of the branch. The followingmembers of the JudicialCom-mittee were appointed to investigate the charge made by Bro MO Donnell against the medical attendant:— Bros. J. Moroney J*Meennn, Brennan,E. Carroll, M. Connellan, T. O'Donnell, and-S*Carroll, together with the preaidentand secretary. Durin<* the eveu-ing the sum of £25 was received. The meeting, asusual,closed with,prayer.

Thehandsome premisesincourse of erection for theUnionBankofAustralia, at the cornerof Princes and Liverpool streets, have sofar progressed as to admit of thebusiness of thebank being removedfrom High street. Though some time may yet elapse before thebuilding is thoroughly completed, and the outside decorationsout ot hand, the transactions of the bank were commenced there onThursday, at whichplace allbusiness will in futurebe carried on, an.intimation to that effecthaving been forwardedto allits customers!
Anawfully sudden death from apoplexy occurred at PortChal-mers on Monday. A waterman,namedHarland,who had-been at hisusual avocationduring the morning, on going"home at dinner timecomplainedof a severe "headache, and immediately afterwards wasseized with an apoplectic fit. Medicalassistance was called in,but the-unfortunate naan never recovered consciousness,and died in a few-hours. We regret to state deceased leaves a widow and helplessfamily totallyunprovidedfor.
A coerespondent from Nelson has kindly forwarded us thereport ofameeting of Catholics convened by theRev. FatherG-ariawith the view of establishing a branchof the Hibernian Benefit As-sociation in thatcity. Mr CharlesE. Bunny, late Vice-President oftheDunedin Branch waspresent,and explained to themeeting theobjects andprovisionsof the Society,and the approvalit hadreceivedfrom the clergy ofNew Zealand andAustralia. MrBunny spokeatsome length of the good which the Association was calculated toeffect inuniting Catholics for their mutualbeneiit and thepromotionofmoralityand religion." As but very little noticehad beengiven ofthemeeting,it wasadjourned for a fortnight for thepurpose ofcom-municating with the head Branch in Dunedin, but before separatingseveralnames were received from persons willing tojoin. From the

same source we learn with pleasure that Father G-aria hasstarted &Total AbstinenceSociety, and that the efforts of the reverendgentle-man for the -welfare ofhis flock in this direction aremeeting withmostencouragingsuccess.
We are glad to learn that the subscriptionset on foot toprovidea fund for the benefit of the widow and childre/i of the late CaptainHarthas reached the sumof over £1200, with the prospect of beingstill further supplemented whemall the lists have been handed in.'xhatsuch a large amount shouldharebeen collectedia such aehorfc

THE IMMIGRATIONPOLICY.

Once again the immigration authorities are at their wits'end,and thearrival of a couple of passenger-ladenvesselshasplaced them inthe same dilemma fromwhich theyhaveso recently escaped. Notwithstanding the experience soforciblybrought home to them as to thenecessity of therebeing always adequate provision for the reception andaccommodation of immigrants, no steps seem to havebeentaken witha view to avert a recurrence of the inconveni-ences so loudly denounced a short time since. Aconsider-able interval has now elapsed, since the arrival of theCarolineandother vessels proved the totally inadequatearrangementsmade tomeet the influx of passengers whoarmedabout that time, but beyond making an effort tomeet theemergencies of that occasion,and providing forthe necessities which then arose, nothing has been done,andno care taken to meet the exigencies of the future,
llie most ardent admirer of immigration must be com-pelledto admit that the system in operation for carryingout its provisions, if not radically wrong, is capable ofmuch reform. Thebad feelingexistingbetween the headot theGovernment and the Agent-Generalhasmadeitselfapparent ma variety of ways,and hashad anything but abeneficialinfluence on the Colony. Dr. Feathebsxonehad been instructedby the Commissioner of Immigrationto forward a certainnumber of immigrants, and althoughthe letterof the instructionmay have been followed,andthe exactnumber authorised despatched,the inharmoniousworkingof the department, and the injudicious and ill-judged manaer of doing somust of necessity have adetri-mental effect. Instead ofa regular andhealthy streamofimmigrationflowing at such intervals as would allow ofthe absorptionof one batchbefore thearrival of asecond,theprevailing custom has hitherto been to so time thedepartures ot vessels as almost to secure a simultaneousarrival. As a necessary eousequence, a vast amount ofinconvenienceand trouble has beeu the result, which hasunhappilybeen greatly aggravated through want of fore-thought or energyiv facing the difficulty. Knowing,then,
thelittle care exercised by the agents at home in thisrespect,itis butnatural to suppose some measures wouldhave been taken to counteract— or, at least, to mitigate—its illeffects. Theprevailingpolicy,however,seemstohavebeen to trust to chance, butunfortunately on this,as on atormer occasion, the chances havenotbeen fortunate. Thismethodof meeting the difficulty maybe very comfortableandphilosophical on the partof those who arenot calledon to share any of the ills orinconveniences arisingout ofsuch a treatment of thematter, but it is scarcely fair tothose most interested, and not at all creditable to thei
boastedresources of the Colony. That we should takesuch pains to turn the tide of emigration to our shores,and yet make so little preparation for the reception ofthose whom wehaveinduced to cast their lot with ours,and make this Colony their home, must be rather inex-plicable,andappear somewhat of ananomaly. The neces-sity whichexists for the compulsory detention of passen-gers onboard avesselafter her arrival inport, isone of ttestrongest proofs of the inadequacy of the arrangements,and one which calls for immediate reform; for indepen-dently altogether of the inconvenience thereby entailed,the statusof the colony suffers materially by so ill-condi-tioneda state of affairs. Although itmust be confessedmuchi of the mismanagement whichhas arisen may be at-tributed to a wantof unanimity between theheads of thedepartment, yet the local authorities are ina greatmea-sureculpable,inasmuch as being duly advised of the de-Pi?r ilei° each VQSse1'sufficicnt precaution and foresightshould have been exercised to counteract the mistake ofthe home office.

Another matter in connection"with the subject of immi-grationmay bebriefly touched on here. In former issuesot this journal we advocated the advisability of the Pro-vincialGovernment employing a portion of the funds attheir disposal inthe erection of suitable dwellings for thedailyincreasingpopulation. This,weare glad to say,hasto someextent been carried out. Houses have been soerected, which no doubt have proved a great boonin thepresent dearth of house accommodation, but we regret tosay they have been jumbled together in a manner totallyregardlessof healthor comfort. The houses erected onthe Anderson's Bay roadaresuchas,hadthey belongedtoaprivate individual, would have been certain to have called
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down reprobation inhis devoted head,ifhe escaped prose-cution under the Health Statute. Exposed on all sideswithout the slightest fencing, and without ground foryards and dust-bins, the modest sum of sixteenshillingsper weekhas beenaskedbyour paternal Government foreach tenement. The argument may be adduced that theGovernment are justifiedin taking advantage of the i>resent prosperous state of the Colony in recouping theni*selves for their outlay,but we think differently, and be"lieve that to thus trade upon thenecessities of the unfor*tunates who are compelled to accede to their terms b«they ever so exorbitant, is neither politic, generous'nor
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