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Terised the debate, would be thereby avoided. While the
battle is fought out by a consistent few, there are many,
who, if not by word, at least by action, profess an unfavor-
able view of the matter, but wgo quietly allow their feelings
to be outraged by the acceptanes of the honorarium Witﬁ-
out the slighest demur. Those members who rise in the
House, when the delieate question eomes hefore it, and
boldly declare that they are the hired servants of the
public, that they do a certain amount of worl for a con-
sideration, and expect an adequate and fair amount of re.
muneration in return, are entitled to a certain meed of
respeet; but there are others who are advocates for the
position being purely one of honor, but when the tempting
bait is held within their reach, do violence to their geruples,
and pocket their share of what they consider to be an un.
wise and improper expenditure of the public money. This
is a most anomalous position in which to be placed, conse-
quent, no doubt, on a too sensitive desire to aveid invidious
comparisons being drawn in their favor to their neighbor’s
detriment, and one which the State should seek to remedy.
The dificulty might be met by & law that only those
members whose voices and votes were recorded in favor
-of payment for services be recompensed, thereby deli-
cately relieving many from the dilemma, and doing
away with the objectionable ecustom of forcing men to
accept remuneration, to the recaipt of which they are averse,
not to speak of the—possible—reduction in the expenditure
of the country. An objection might be urged, however, to
this mode of payment Ly opirnion, inasmuch as it would
create, as it were, an honorary or stipendiary distinetion
between members of the House, but this objection might
be removed by the amount of the honorarium receivable
being bestowed on one of the various charitable institutions,
thus proving sincerity, and aiding a deserving object. Were
the plan which we have advocated adopted, and $hose whose
voices and votes ars in favor of their being recouped for
their services, competent to receive such, many would be
relieved from their present false positions; for we look
on the fact of either forcing movey upon mmen, or placing it
too temptingly within the reach of those who say they do
not want if, is adding insult to injury,

NEWS OF THE WEEK,

WE understand that the choir of 85, J oseplt’s have bace requested
fo repeat the programme of their Iate concert a6 an enrly date, in aid of
the erection of o church in Part Cheimevs. We uve not in position at
Dresent to particulurise the arrangements, but we believe it is intended
that the cencort shall be given at Crickmore's Concert Hall, at the
Port. In addition to this, it is contempisted to charter o steamer and
band of imusie, so that no doubt o large nuaber of town residents wil}
be induced to lend their patronage, und coutribute to its success, Ior
some time past subseriptious towards building » church at Tort
Chslmers have been made, but the amounts eollacted Eave been so
sall, thet secing the nnmistakenble success of the efforts of the ohoir
in aid cf Bt. Joseph'a School, their kind offices have beepn ngain enlisted,
wand we trast their efforts will meet with cqual suecess,

A cORONER'S inquest was held at the hospitnl on Wednesday on
the body of Charles Burgess, whose dealh was cnused by drowning in
Anderson’s Bay on Monday. After heaving the evidence of the brother
of deceased, and two other witiesses, the jury returned a verdiet of
¢ accidents! drowning.” Burgess wos a briokluyer, and leaves g wife
and family in England.

AY aceidons of a most serious character, resulting in the' death of
one mal, and the severely injuring of two others, accurred on Friday,
at the Deboral Bay Tunnel. It eppears that a man nemed John
Zenshew, employed as forman ot the works, and who has the reputas
tion of being u thoroughly reliable and eareful man, wag using for
blasting purposes the composition known as lithofructeur, not taking
the nsial precautions towards eafety, an explosion oceurred, blowing
away one side of the wafortunate man’s head, completely disembowsl-
ling him, and frightfully shattering the body. Two men, named Jokn
Sims and Alexander Simpson, who +wera assisting Renshaw, but,
fortunately, weve at some distance, were somewhat bruised ; on being
removed to to the Hospital, the wounds wers found to be but flesh
deep, received from the articles scattered by the force of the explosion.
The contractor for the works at which tha accident vecurred, My
MecKenzis, not long sines, mot with injuries involving the loss of an
eye, by the aecidentnl explosion of some of the blasting materinl

A MosT distressing calamity, and unfortunately terminasing in the
death ot one of the victims, oceurred nt the Taieri on Tuesday weel.
It appeurs thet o number of Germans, wlo are engaged oun the rail-
way works in the vieinity of the White Horse Hotel, have encamped
with their families in tents. On the night mentioned, one of ths men
liearing cries of distress, rushed to the door, and to-his horror dis.
covered that the tent of his neighhor, & man named Gutachilay, was on
fire, ent of which was rushing the owner, with Jis hair in fames,
With great courage he entered the burmng tent, and with difficalty
succeeded in rescuing o womsn and lier infaut, The poor creature
had received frightful injuries, the flask on her srms being almost 5
charred mass, whilst her weck, head, end bresst had boon liternlly
roasted. The unfortunate sufferers were removed to the Dunedin

Hospital, but, after lingering in great agony till the following Friday,
the unfortunste woman expired. Mra Gatschlay waas quite young,
not having reached her tweptieth yenr, and possessed of con-
siderablo personal nttraction. The canse of the fire is atiributed to
some charconl which had beeu cavelessly left burning, on the family
retiring to reat, for the purpose of warming the tant,

Tme writer who photographs the political portraits for the columns
of the * Daily Times’ is evidently not fmpressed with the abilities of
the late Minister of Juatics, and appears of the opinion that the
Council of Stata whs not materially effected by hie withdrawel. Hows
ever, Mr Bathgate may question the sceuracy of the estimate given, he
must in comi.on justive acquit him of ell inclination to flaitery. After
stating that Mr Bathgate had come befors the public like a St
Untherine wheel, all splutter and fizzing, and peopie had begun to
wonder how it was possibls, unless through some flaw in the telescope,
hie becams elevated from & vory amull twinkler to a high place iu the
zenith, he subsided into peace again, the writer snys : —* 8o ungrateful
is our age, that evon My Bathgate may be allowed to slide into oblivion,
and it is an unfortunute fact that alf his friends ineist upon believing
chat it is the very best place for him. Andsoitis. A man who ia
deficient in brain nud sense is better able to magnify those wants by s
Judicial seat and a wig, than to cope with those are more_ than his
equals in an open war ot words. Mr Bathguteis likely to be less
objectiouable where he is than whera he waa,”

It must indesd be gratifying to Mr Justice Gray to find sach
unanimous expressions of sympathy ond regret at his fuiling health,
and the promptitude with which members of both sides of the Housa
bore teatimony to his labors in the service of the country. QOn the
proposition of the Premier to increass the retiring nllowance, My
Mcandrew, amongst a host of others, paid a kigh enlogium to his
unremitting exertions during the last dozen of Years, and stated that
ho hed complotely ehattered his lealth in his zeal for the welfara of
the country, When Mr Wilson Gray quitted Vistoria, some fourteen
Fenis gince, 30 high was he held by the publie, for whose good he had-
labored in Parlinvment for many Yesrs—duaring which time he Lad
refused seats in variousa Cbinets—that a public subscription to present
him with a fitting testimorial was organised. In the courso of a fow
days, five thowsand pounds were raised for that purpose. But
although Mr Gray was far from being a rich man, he declined the
proffsred testimoninl, and landed on the shoves of New Zepland, when
far advanced in life, to commence the world anew. A worthy tribute
was paid to his ability and honesty of purpose when he was eievated
to the New Zealand Bench, and how he has neguitted himaelf of the
trust needs no comment. Bgme few yenrs since, an offer was made to
him by the Victorian Attorney-General of a seat amongeb the SBuprema
Court Judges of that colony, but it was declined, on the plea of
the gratitude he eonsidered he owed the New Zeuland paople,

Ox the 25th ult., a bill, sent up from the House of Representa-
tives, wns pussed by the Couneil without n division, granting advances
of £60,000 for railway works in this provines. This is a matter for
eongratulntion, providing, ns it will, funds for the employment of labor,
without the necessity of aisposing of the Waste Lands,

Hr3 Exornueney Sie Jasps Ferevssox, during his speech at
pravugation of Parliamens, delivered his valedictory uddress to roem-
bers of both houses, and testified to the courbesy and consideration
which le had experienced from all classes. He briefly alluded
£~ the various mensuves which hiad been before the House during the
Bession, congratulating the country o the passage of the Staie Forest
act, and regretting that the lenzth of the Session forbads the dloaling
with the question of commereial intercourse with Polynesia, A pro-
mise wes held out that the re-estublishment of the Californion mail
service, in conjunetion with New South Wales, would have the
zenlous attention of the Ministry duving the recess. In referring to
the question of Abolition, he pointed out that the decision arrived at
by the Legislature is indicative of the desire that the land fund of _the
Colony should be applied to suituble purposes, snd, as far as possible,
localised. He denied that any ground for apprehiension existed that
the change in the Provincial system would be followed by the absorp-
tion of the land fund. s Exceliency expressed n deep interest in
the welfare and prosperity of the commmunity, pledging himself,
shonld opportunity oceur in another sphere, to forward its interest to
the extent of his ability.

Tus arrival of the immigrant ships, Otago and Qoronn, have once
more crused a stir af the Caversham bareacks, Some few who had
possassion of the buiidings for some time were removed to the Princes
street depdt, with the view ¢f giving the married couples among the
lnte urrivals better accommodation  The anthorities intend despntch-
ing, ina few deys, batches to Riverton, Oummnia, aud other places
where their services are at a premium, so as to avoid a recurrence of
the troubie experienced a few duys ago, and to place them within
reach of employment.

WE regret fo learn from our Tome and American files that death
has been thinning the renks of the Cuthelic hierarchy, no less than
three Sees being at preseab vacunt. Bishop O’Gorman, the Vicar
Apostoliz of Nebrasks, an Irish missionary, whoss labovs in America
dete from 1830, died on the 4th of July; Bishop Wheelan, the
Bisliop of Wheeling, wfter ailing for sore time, succumbed three days
later; and advices from Rome announce the decease of Blgr. de
Morode, the Avchbishop ef Mitylene, and Private Chaplain to the
Pope. The deceased prelate belonged to.n noble Belgium family, his
father being Qount Felix de Merode. In early life Bishop da
Merode had followed the profession of arms, in which capacity ha
made w0 compaigns in Algeria under the great and good Lamoriciere,
In 1848 he resigned lus commission and repnived to Rome, and in
1839 became Secretary of War to his Holiness,

TrRoTeH all the trisls to which he has been subjected, as well in
the zonith of his tewpeoval puwer, the Holy Father has had no truex
Bong, or mors pyactical sympathisers thin the children ot Erin.
Seattered throughout the universe they contribute their humble mite



