
♥l v, i V" "TeSfc WBS Yd at tho 110sPital on Wednesday onthebody ofCharles Burgess, whose death was caused by drowning inAnderson s Bay on Monday. After hearing the evidence of the brotherot deceased, and two other witnesses, the jury returneda verdictofaecidontaldrowmng.' Burgess was a bricklayer, and leaves a wifeand family in England.
An accident ofamost seriouscharacter, resulting in the'deathofoneman,and the severely injuringof two others,occurred onFridayat the Deborah Bay Tunnel. It appears that a man named John.enshaw, employed as forman at the works, and whohas the reputa-tion of being a thoroughly reliableand careful man, was using forblasting purposes the composition knownas lithofracteur, not taltin*theusualprecautions towards safety, an cxplo-ion occurred, blowingawayone side of the unfortunate man's head, completely disembowelline him and fruitfully shattering thebody. Two men, named JohnSims and Alexander Simpson, who were assisting Kenshaw, butfortunately, were at somedistance,weresomewhat bruised " on beineremoved to to theHospital,the wounds were found to be but fleshdeep, received from the articles scattered by the force of the explosion.Tho contractor for the works at which the accident occurred MrMcKenzifc, notlong sine.-,met with injuries involving tho loss of aneye,by the accidental explosionof someofthe blasting materialA most distressing calamity, andunfortunatelyterminatingin thedeath ot oneof the victims, occurred at the Taieri on Tuesday weekItappears hat a number of Germans, who are engagedon the raitway works m the vicinity of the White Horse Hotelf have encampedwith their familiesm tents. On thenight mentioned,one of tha menheanng cries of distress rushed to the door, and to -his horror dis*covered that the tent ofhis neighbor, amannamedGutschlay, wasonfire, out of which was rushing the owner, with his hair in flamesWith great courage he entered the buramg tent, and with difficultsucceededmrescuing a womanand her infant. The poor creaturehadreceived frightful injuries, the flesh on her arms being almost acharredmass, whilst her »eck, head, and breast had been literallyroasted, lhe unfortunate sufferers were-removed to the Dunedin

Hospital,but, after lingeringingreat agony till the following Fridaythe unfortunate woman expired. Mrs Gutschlay was quite voun»not having reached her twentieth year, and possesled of con!siderable personal attraction. The cause of the firo is attributed tosomecharcoal whichhad been carelessly left burning, on the familyretiring torest, for thepurpose ofwarming the tent.
The writer whophotographs thepoliticalportraits for the columnsot the
'
Daily Times 'is evidently not impressed with the abilities ofthe Jate Minister of Justice, and appears of the opinion that theCouncil ofState was not materially effectedby his withdrawal. How-ever, MrBathgatemay question the accuracyof the estimate given hemust incommon justice acquithim ofallinclinationto flattery. Afterstating that Mr Bathgate had come before the public like a StCatherine wheel, all splutter and fizzing, and people had be<mn to*wonder ho\y it waspossible,unless through some flavr in the tele°3cooehe became elevated from a very small twinkler toahigh placein thezenith, he subsided into peace again, the writer says :— "Soungrateful

isour age, that even MrBathgatemaybeallowed'to slide into oblivionanait isan unfortunate fact that allhis Mends insistupon believine.hat it la the very best place for him. And so itis. A man who isdeficient inbrain and sense is better able to magnify those wants by ajudicial seat and a -wig, than to cope with those aremore than hisequals in on open war ot words. Mr Bathgate is likely tobe lessobjectionable whereheis than wherehe was."
Itmust indeed be gratifying to Mr Justice Gray to find such,

unanimous expressions of sympathy ondregret at his failin*heath,and thepromptitude with which members of both sides of theHousebore testimony to his labors in the service of the country. On theproposition of the Premier to increase the retiring allowance, MrMcAndrew, amongst a host of others, paida high eulogium tohiaunremitting exertions during the lastdozen ofyears, andstatedJ,hat
ho had completely shatteredhis healthin his zeal for the welfare ofthe country. When Mr Wilson Gray quittedVictoria,some fourteenyeais since, sohigh was heheldby the public, for whose goodbehadlabored m Parliament for many years— during which tir&e he hadrefused seats invariousa Cbinets— that a public subscription topresenthim witha fitting testimonial wasorganised. In the course of a few-days, five thousand pounds were raised for that purpose. Butalthough Mr Gray was far from being a rich man, he declined theproffered testimonial, andlanded on the shores of New Zealand, whenfar advanced inlife, to commence the worldanew. A worthy tributewas paid tohis ability and honesty of purpose whenhe was elevatedto the.New Zealand Bench, and how he has acquitted himselfof thetrust needs nocomment. Some few years since, anoffer was made tohimby the VictorianAttorney.Generalofa seat amongst the SupremeCourt Judges of that colony, but it was declined, on the plea ofthe gratitudehe considered he owed the New Zealand people.

On the2Sthult., abill, sent up from the House ofKepresenta-tives, was passedby the Council without a division, granting advancesof £60,000 for railway works in this province. This is a'matter forcongratulation,providing, asitwill, funds for the employment oflabor,without thenecessity ofdisposing of the Waste Lands.
Hia ExcellencySir Jam^s Fbr&tjssok, during his speech afcprorogationof Parliament, deliveredhis valedictory address to mem-bersof bothhouses, and testified to the courtesy and considerationwhich lie had experienced from all classes. He briefly alludedto the various measures whichhadbeenbefore theHouse durinc theSession,congratulating the country ou thepassage of the StaleForestAct, andregretting that the lengthof the Session forbade the dealing

with the question of commercial intercourse-with Polynesia. A pro-
mise wes heldout that the re-eattiblishment of the Califprnion mailservice, in conjunction with New South Wales, would have" thezealous attention of the Ministry during the recess. In referring tothe questionof Abolition,hepointed out that the decision arrived atby the Legislature is indicative of the desire that the landfund of theColony shouldbe applied to suitable purposes, and, as far as possible,
localised. He denied that any ground for apprehensionexisted thatthe change in theProvincial 3ystem wouldbe followedby the absorp-tion of the land fund. His Excellency expressed a deep interest in.the welfare and prosperity of the community, pledging himself,
should opportunity occur inanother sphere, to forwardits interest tothe extentofhis ability.

Tub arrivalof the immigrant ships, Otagoand Corona, haveoncemore causednstir at the Caversham barracks. Some few who hadpossessionof thebuildings for some time were removedto thePrinces
street dep6t, with the view cf giving the married couples among thelate arrivals better accommodation The authoritiesintend despatch-
ing, ina few days, batches to Riverton, Oamaru, and other places
where their services are at apremium, so as to avoid a recurrence ofthe trouble experienced a few days ago, and toplace them withinreach ofemployment.

We regret to learn from our Ilome and imericanfiles that deatlihas been thinning the ranks of the Catholic hierarchy,no less thanthreeSees being at present vacant. Bishop O'G-orman, the VicarApostolbof Nebraska,an Irish missionary, whose labcs inAmericadate from 1830, died on the 4th of July; Bishop Wheelan, theBishopof Wheeling,after ailing for some time, succumbed three dayslater; and advices from Rome announce the decease of Jlgr. deMei-ode, the Archbishop ef Mitylene, and Private Chaplain to the
Pope. The deceased prelate belonged to,anolle Belgium family, hisfather being Count Felix de Merode. In early life Bishop de
Merode had followed the profession of arms,in which capacity ho
made two campaigns in Algeriaunder the great andgood Lamoriciere.In1848 he resigned his commission and repaired to Borne, andin
1859 becameSecretary ofWar tohis Holiness.

Throughall the trials to whichhe has been subjected, as wellinthe zenith ofhis temporal puwer, the HolyFather has had no truersons, or more practical sympathisers than the children ot Erin.Scattered throughout the universe they contributetheirhumblamite
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terised the debate, would be thereby avoided. While thebattle is fought outby a consistent few, there are many,who,ifnot by word, at leastby action,profess anunfavor-ableviewof thematter,but who quietlyallow their feelingstobeoutragedby theacceptance of the honorarium with-out the" slighest demur. Those members who rise in theHouse, when the delicate question comes before it, andboldly declare that they are the hired servants of thepublic, that they do a certain amount of work for a con-sideration, and expectanadequate andfair amountof re-muneration in return, are entitled to a certain meed ofrespect;but there are others who are advocates for thepositionbeingpurely oneof honor,but when the temptingbaitis held within their reach, do violence to their scruplesand pocket their share of what they consider tobe anun-
wise and improper expenditureof the public money. Thisis a most anomalous position in which to be placed,conse-quent,no doubt,ona too sensitive desire to avoid invidiouscomparisons being drawnin their favor to their neighbor'sdetriment,and one which the State should seek to remedyThe difficulty might be met by a law that only thosemembers whose voices and votes were recorded in favor,of payment for services be recompensed, thereby deli-cately relieving many from the dilemma, and" doingaway with the objectionable custom of forcing men toaccept remuneration, to thereceiptof which theyareaverse,
not to speak of the— possible— reductioninthe expenditureof the country. An objection might beurged,however, tothis mode of payment by opinion, inasmuch as it wouldcreate, as it were, an honorary or stipendiary distinctionbetween members of the House, but this objection mi^htbe removed by the amountof the honorarium receivablebeingbestowed on oneofthe variouscharitable institutions,thusprovingsincerity, andaiding a deserving object. Weretheplan which wehave advocated adopted,and those whose
voices and votes are in favor of their beingrecouped fortheir services, competent to receive such,many would berelieved from their present false positions; for we lookon the fact of either forcing moueyuponmen, or placingittoo temptingly within the reach of those who say they donot want it,is adding insult toinjury.

NEWS OF THE WEEK.
We understand that thechoir ofSt.Joseph'shavebeenrequestedto repeat the programme of their late concert at anea-ly date, in aid ofthe erection of a church in PortChalmers. We m<o not inposition atpresent to particularise the arrangements, but we believe itis intendedthat the concert shall be given at Criekmore's Concert Hall, at thePort. In additionto this, itis contemplated to charter a steamer andband ot music so thatno doubta large number of townresidents willbe induced to lend their patronage,and contribute to its success. Forsome time past subscriptions towards building a church at TortChalmers have been made, but the amounts collected Lave been sosmall thatseeing the unmistakable success ofthe efforts of the choirinaidcf St.Josephs School, theirkindofficeshave beena<*ain enlistedand we trust their efforts willmeet'with equalsuccess
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