
this to be carried out? Are schools of all denominationsto receive aid inproportion to their efficiency ? or are
Q-overnment Schools alone to be considered? Unfortu-nately Sir James has left us in the dark on this vitalquestion. Itis plainly unjust that all should "be taxed forthe exclusivebenefit of a part. But this is the system thatprevailsgenerally at present, and which the Premier, theHon. Julius Yogel twice proposed to establish univer-sally. Under such asystem the education of the people,is an impossibility. How can a people be educated whenthe instruction offered is an insult to the most cherishedfeelings andprinciples of a large section of the commu-nity, is deprived of that which is of the very essence ofEducation—

moral training founded on Faith
—

and is astanding monumentof the tyrannyof amajority,alienatingnearly one-half of the people,and calculated to fill themwithhatred and thoughts ofrevenge. AnInstitution thatimpresses on largemasses of a nation a rankling sense ofinjustice andhelplessnessinflicted onthem by their fellowcitizens, is surely not a means likely to promote theirintellectual andmoral development.
It isnot improbable, wetakeleave tosay, thatSir JamesFebgussonishimself anadvocate of Denominational Edu-cation. He belongs to that great Conservative party, oneof whose undamental principles is Education founded on

andunited withreligion. His cautious treatment of theEducation question, and his recommendation of paymentby results, confirm us in this opinion. Under thesecircumstances,weregret verymuch that he permittedanydelicacy arising from the presence at the banquet of somanyadvocates of Secular Education towithholdhimfromexpressingfullyhis views on the subject. Hadhe spoken
more freely and fully he might,indeed we are of opinionhe would, have done good service to the cause of realeducation,and have largely contributed to the peace andprosperityof New Zealand.

Pebhaps this article should beheaded Sir James Fergus-
son's speech. It isnot toHisExcellency's official speech,
delivered at the closingof our Parliament, that we draw
attention;but to the address he delivered at the farewell
banquetgiven to him by themembers of the twoLegisla-
tive Chambers. His Excellency spoke on this occasion
fluently and pleasingly, and gave evidence that he can
wield the English language well. Inaddition to this it
must have beenhighly gratifying to his audience to hear
oneinhis position speak in such eulogistic terms of the
greatresources of thecolony, and of themeasures adopted
to develope these resources. Sir James Eeegusson's
"words will do New Zealand much good, and for this we
mustall feeldeeply indebted to His Excellency.

But there was onesubject on whichSir James dwelt at
considerable length,andyet succeededinsayingverylittle,
if indeedanything, that wasnew and suggestive. He said
almost nothing,indeed,calculated to helpcolonists to over-
come the difficulties of the question. Our readers will at
onceunderstand us as alluding to the views expressedby
him on the very important and very vexed question of
Education. At this timeitis quite unnecessary toincul-
cate the importance of Education,or to proveits utility or
necessity for thepromotion of thepublic welfare. These
are points which are conceded onall sides— infact they
have come to be regardedas mere truisms.

Nevertheless,all the realdifficulties of the question, so
far at least as the general public is concerned, remain
without (solution. True, wehave that sort ofEducation
■which under the circumstances commends itself to the
majority, but at the same time it is a sort of education of
which nobody entirely approves. Itis the result of a
compromise on the pai't of the various sections of the
majority—

a compromise concerning the wisdom of which
these sections are themselves illatease. Education is a
great necessityand a great blessing— everybody says so.
All ought to beeducated

—
thereisnosecondopinionon the

subject. It is the dutyof the Government to adopt means
for placing, asfar as possible, good schools withinthe reach
of every child between the ages of five and fourteen
throughout the colony. "We do not suppose there is an
individual in the community outside the Lunatic Asylum,
who would controvertttisproposition.

And yet the realisation of these truths, so far as this
colony is concerned, appears to be along wayoff. IfSir
JamesEebgussojt,insteadofimpressing onus truths about
which nobodyentertains any doubt,hadpointed out to us
the genuine meaningof the word education,and indicated
the wayby whichall our children could be educated,he
would naveplaced us under great additional obligations.
Sir James canhardly have failed to see thateven thebest
system prevailing here is inefficient,and works a grievous
injustice to minorities. In Otago, Canterburyand Auck-
land, the three largestprovinces, the entire community is
taxed toprovide anunsatisfactory systemof Education for
the majority. The minority is obliged to pay the piper,
whilst the majority dance a discordant jig. The system
adopted intheseprovinces isgodless,and expensiveto the
country. Inprinciple itis theworst thatcanbeimagined,
and inpractice, judgingfrom the experienceof othercoun-
tries, it cannotbut lead to the most deplorable results—
infidelity, disloyalty, and immorality. Itis indeed greatly
tobe regretted that a statesmanof suchhigh abilities and
extensive experience did not on the occasion of a great
opportunity, throw aside all timidity and polite reticence,
andtell the colony whatitought to do inorder to raise up
anintelligent, cultured,andmoralpopulation.

Itis true, indeed, that His Excellency Buggested the
paymentbyresults system, but this might mean agreat
dealor itmight meannothing. Hadhe been alittle more
explicit,he wouldhave been more satisfactory. Payment
of school-teachingby results isrecommended ;buthow is

PAYMENT OF MEMBERS.
"While freely admitting the justice and strengthcf the
argumentswhich have been adduced in favor of our legis-
lators receiving something more tangible thanbare honor,
weimagine there are few outside of the senators them-
selves

—
to whom the system adoptedby our law-makers, ofannually sitting in judgment on the assessment of theirownclaims on the country,does not appear objectionable.

Human nature is humannature, and unfortunately mem-bersof Parliament,privileged thoughthey be in many re-spects, are not exempt from the weaknesses of ordinarymortals. There a^few persons, indeed, who value theirown worth and ability at themodest figureat which por-bably their fellows estimate the commodities; and it isscarcely fail tomembers themselves
—

as it decidedlyis not
to the country— to ask them to appraise their own value,
and set aprice upon their services. We do not imagine
that by the annual outlay of the public money apurelrad
unadulterated class of legislators can be found,any morethan we imagine it to be impossible that amanmay faith-
fully serve his country without any pecuniaryrecompense
whatever;but we do assert that ina young and growingcountry such as this,the non-payment of members has atendency toexclude from Parliamentary life many honestand able men, whose worldly position will not admit of pe-cuniary sacrifice. There are,of course, many men uponwhom fortune has so smiled that pecuniary recompensewouldbe a matter of utter indifference, whose serviceseverat the commandof the public—

would be far fromagain, evenon those most desirable terms ; and others still,
inwhose cases the amount of the honorarium would bemore advantageously expended in securing the abseucethan inretaining the services of the recipients. To menwho are at all burdened with a sense of delicacy, the de-bate whichcrops up eachSessionwhen the loaves and fishesarebeing divided, must be a most tryingone. Modesty
is nota virtue which a politicalcareer is calculated to fos-ter,and the chances arethat hon.members in estimatingtheir calibre,and ticketing their services to the country,areapt toovervaluetheir timeandabilities,andrecoupthem-selves accordingly. The inadvisability of a continuance ofthe very unsatisfactorysytem ofremuneration at present inoperation, must have made itself apparent to everyone.
Were a specific amount allowed those members whosemeans are suchas to requirea reimbursement for their ser-vices,much of the unseemlyexhibitions which.have charac-
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DniON.— On thp14th August,atHolconui Busli, Southland, -while
falling a tree,PatrickDillon— late of Queen's County, Ireland—
aged 39 venrs.
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