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A REMARKABLE CHAPTER.

(Continued )

CARDINAL BAREERINT ond Maria Luiss, the Queen of Etruria, were
both indebted to Anaa Maria for an unexpected restoration to health,
The former, to whose illuess we have already alluded, was in o very
dangerous atate, and the doctors with good reeson feared a fatal tor.
mination. Anna Maria knew the peril he was in witha higher kind
of certninty, for she read it in her sun, and moreover saw that this pro-
late’s death had been deoreed in the connsels of God, The decrae,
however, as the result proved, was conditionnl, not shsolute, Ha
would have died had not Anna Maria prayed for him,and prayed
perseveringly, Far from being discouraged, sha besieged the throne
of grace pight and day, althongh the only angwer she receired for sonse
was that all must submit themselves to the will of God. But her faith
was to triumph, as heretofore that of the Syrophenician, when
similarly tried and apparently repulsed by our Blessed Lord. Anna
Maria insisted, and obtained lLar request.  But, before granting it,
God told her that this cure would not be attributed to her, but to the
physicians and to the prayers of other persons.  She replied that she
wag well content to remain unknown to creatures, only she implored
the Divine Goodness to hiea! the sick man, AN hope of the Usrdinsl’s
life had been abandoned, when an uulooked-for erisis took place ; he
rallied and recovered. Whatever others may have thought, there was
one, 23 we have seen, who recognised Anna Daria’s share in obtaining
this favor, and that was the Cardinol’s sigter-in-law, tho Princess of
Palestritia, whose name appears among the witnesses in the process.
The Queen’s cure took place ot the time when Genera] Miollis, then
wecupying Rome with the French Imperial troops, had confined that
princess in the Convent of Dominico e Sisto aloog with her young
family, Maria Luiss wae subject to oceasional epiloptic seizures,
which used to throw her into trightful eonvulsions. Accordingly, it
was necessary to have her rooms doubly earpeted, for she would falt
svddenly to the ground, where she would struggle and knock herself
violently about, howling fesrfully and fosming at the mouth, until at
longth aite lay exhausted and as one desd, like the possessed youth in
the Gospel,  As it may be supposed, no medical advice had been
gpured in the case of o person of her rank. She had consulted Italian
coctors, she had consulted foreign doctors, and thoy had eonsulted
each other. Every remedy which art could devise had been adopted
without success. ‘The princess was at this time going through one of
these paroxysms, Anna Maria was sent for. She touched her with
hor little Madonoe, and assured her that she would never more suffer
from this frightful complaint, The eonvulsions, in fact, entirely dinap-
peared, and never returned. Tt may readily be imngined how much
this miraculoua cure, experienced in her own person, contributed to
enhauce the love and confidence with which Maria Luisa regarded her
holy benefactress,

Anna Maris worked several cuves in her own fowily, One of
these was performed in the case of lttle Peppins, her grand-daughter,
and is thus related by Dominico, who was certainly neither enthusias-
tic nor over-credulous. Indeed, whils competent fo observe and
sceurately to report a fact, he seemed to have a strange incompetence
1o distern its supernatural eharacter, however patent this might be,
until it was pointed out by others. ¢ I remember,’ says this good man,
* that Peppine, Safia’s danghter, hurt her eye; the surgeons said that
the pupil was lacerated, and despaired of her euve, ou aceount of the
inflamation which must necessarily ensue, which besides endangered
the eight of the other eye. The servant of CGlod made the sign of the
cross with the oil of St. Philomens, 1aid her hand upon the child’s
bead, and sent her to bed. Peppina slept very well, without fealiny
sny pain, and the next roorning the eye was so thoroughly cured thas
she was able to go to school ab the Muaesire Pie of the Gesu. The
surgeon could not believe it, and wished to make several experimenta
to ascertain if she could see. This miraculous cure, which was a

radical one, took place in winter, when the rigor of the season wonld
have rendered it more diffienis.’

Another miracle of henling performed by Anna Mariy in lier own
family was in the case of her Jiusband. Domenieo is again the nar-
Tator. ‘I aleo recollect being taken very ill, ho seys, ¢ in the Church
of 8en DMareello. I Lad scarcely rewzhed home when I lost all con-
gclousness, and they told me aftsrwards that it was {Grod preserve ue
from the same) an apuplectic seizure, not to suy stroke, which I had.
‘When I came to myself, with no recollection of what had cecurred, I
8w at my bedside the pricst and my wife, who had laid her hand on
1y forebead, and was praymg to the Blessed Virgin for me. 1t was
4 true miracle to get the better of such an attack without its leaving
any bad result, especially in the head 3 and I have no doubt but thut
the servant of God obtoined for me this marvellous and instantaneous
curc. I was told that the priest who perceived my pulse cease boat-
ing, had given me absolution,’

Tt must mot be concluded, bocause Domenico, when giving- his
evidence, uses the word * miruele’ in both these eases, and slthough at
the time he no doubt was persuaded that a great * grazie, as the
Italiana say, bad been obtained in answer to his wife’s fervent prayers,
that therefore ho then realised the fact that his wifs had a supernatural
gift of lLealing, which she exercised on these occasions, oy that she
literally performed a miracle. On the contrary, bis simple statement
3 to his clightenment after her deatl, through the instrumentality of
cthers, bespeuks entire failure to diseera while she lived the wonders
which he was abnost daily ealled to witness. ‘le aays, it is trae, I
Believe that the servant of Clod was favored with many supernatural
£ifts, but le was expressing his acquired convietion upon a retrospect
of the pnet, not. that which Lo entertained at the time. Had he
believed that she was the recipient of such exalted divine favors, how
could he poseibly, for instance, he remained so blind in the cnse of
her raptures and ecstacies? Vith respect to these latter he makes
this singular and eandid avowal: ' A3 for the ecstacies, I never could
much perceive them ;° after which Le broceeds nevertheless to describe
the outward sppearance they presented. No soomer, however, had

Anna Maria expired, than he began to open his eyes. Muny persons
who had known her sropped

particulars of hor death. *Some,’ he says,
ehe had recieved from God; others told of the graces they had.
obtained through her means every one had some good to say of her,
every one lauded lLier, regarding her as ons who was replenished with
merits and virtues ; many went to visit har
8an Lorenzo notwithstanding the
“As for mp, I nlwnys esteomed her,
me this good servant of His because T was ot worthy to possess her,
I repeat that T had alwaye estoemed her as o soul of very high virtue,
but I neither kuew nor suspected a host of things which I have learner
from one person of anothor sinee her donth. T believe that the Lord
Placed her immediatoly in Paradise for her great goodness and eminent
virtues, and I hope that she prays for mo and for all her family.’

Thua it was that it plensed God that thia plain and siwple man
should have his eyes kept from discerning the brightness of his wife’s
supernatural endowmenta, that he mizht bs all the more impartial and
unbisssed & witness to her perfect possession of those hnmble Chrise
tian virtues which, after all, nud not her sublimer gifts, wout to form
the titlo of her heavenly crown and her cinim to the veneration of the-
faithful on earth, No one can have the sightest ground for suspest.
ing that his mental eye was dazzled or his judgment influenced in
the estimate lie formed of Ler character, Foch word, each nct of hers,.
he had viewd with the
behaviour of our friends and relatives : he had not seen her conduct
in the light of ler supposed stactity, but had to learn her ssnctity
ufterwards from the sum of her sety when she had run her course, and,
from the train of glory which she left behiad.

ANNA MABIA'S CLOSING DATS AND DEATH.

Anoa Maris walked all her days in what the nuthor of the
* Imitation of Christ’ calls tise royal road of the Cross, ‘O my dear
daughtor,” Jesus said to her in 8 vision with whioch he one day favored
her, *Lam the flower of the fields; I am all thine, a8 also in like-
manner I give Myself to all
walk in My stepe. The children of the Croms are My beloved ones,.
and their suffarings constrain Me to lave them more and more. He who
would gain Heaven must lead & lifo of penance ; he who would fol-
low Me must suffer, and whosoever suffers is not subject to illzaion,
but advances securely in the way of salvation.' In this way Anna
Maria never halted, and was advancing st an ever-nceelerated pace
during those declining years when a dispensation from rigor and a
reluxation in the matter of mortification pnd penance aeems 8o allow-
able. For ehe was now entered Bpen bhat evoning of life of which we
8:y and think such sad thing, Loaoking only at what is external, we-
fea nothing in this unwelcoms season but gradual decay, the fuilure
of strength, the fading away of ali that adormed and embellished life,
the deperture of fleasures and, what is generally still more bewailed,.
the loss of all power to relish the little that remaivcs. Such are'the
outward accompaniments of advanced age: joy and sunshine Ieft
behind, ever-despening shades guthering in front; while in Anna
Maria's cane there was an sccumulation of tho most painful maladies.
Incident to our mortal nature. But if such be the aspect presented to
the eyes of flesh by suffering hamanity, the eye of faith has other
Prospects, on which its gaze is ever fixed., For thers is an inner man
Wwhiol is being renewsd in everlasting youth duy by duy as the oute
ward man decays. He is walking in another region, which has other
skies and is lighted by other suns. *The path of thoe just, ssys.
Solomon, ¢ as  shining light, poes forwards and ineresseth to perfect
day.’ Such was the path of the holy woman whose life we are now
accompanying o its blessed close.

Besides the sun of grace, which illuminates the path of every true
Christion, the brightness of whick is proportioned to his own fidelity
to its light, Anna Maria had her supornatural sun, the splendour of
which, 83 we have said, inoreased with lLer awn inerensing perfaction,
till it atteined a seven-fold lustre. Evory day she beheld its brilliance
becoma more dazzling, as does that of the orb of day when nearing its
sumnmer solstice—the same, but O, how different from the veiled lumi-
nary of the winter senson ! How could this gifted soul pause or think
of rest with such an horizon arcund her, illuminated by so divice &
light? 'Walking iu the still deaver
in close union wish the snul of her Beioved, Anna Maria pressed on,
not knowing what it was to seek a dispensation from any pain or
penance which her mortal frame could bear or which holy obedience
would permit her to lay upon it. She hastened towards the goal,
Dever pausing or reposing, as if she had attsined to perfoction ; tor,
like the great Apostle, site also counred not herself to have appre-
hended, but was ever following after ta apprehend that wherein she
hud been apprehended by Christ J esus, pressing forward to the prize
of her supernatural vocation. No Worthisr object of ambition oan

there bo for any soul, nons so worthy as this apprehending and per-
foet fulfilling of its vocation ; and, blessed be God, it is attainable by
all with the nelp of His grace, which He gives liberally in proportion
to the work ullotted by Him to each, Anns Maris’s vocation was
indeed a lofty and exceptional one, and for its accomplishment she
received imuense graces, but she nobly and faithfully corresponded
therewith, Hers were the ten pounds, but she lsd 6o traded with
those ten pounds as not only to deserve more than those who have
received a leaser depesit, but proportionately more than do by far the
greater number, on account of her rare correspondence to grace ; for
such perfect correspondence to grace as she exhibited is quite as rare,
we miy say, na wore her exceponal graces. ¢Tule the pound sway
from him," saith the Lord in the pareble, ¢ and give it {0 him that has.
pounds.’ And they ssid to him, * Lord, he hath ten pounds.’ Then
the Lord replied, * But L say to you, that to every one that hath shall
be gived, and bo shall abound ; and from that hath nof, even that
which he hath shall be taken from him.’ Memorablo words these.
Anna Maris, thea, nbounded ; poor, despoiled, and suffering externaily,
within she was overflowiag with riches and with the Jjoy which no.
man can take sway. She wbounded iz groce, she was full of merits,
and she was now going home with juyfulness, like the laborer das

prevailing epidemic’ (the cholera),
and T say that the Lord took from

eribed by the royal Psalmist, ¢ catrying hor sheaves,”

Lim in the atrests to inquire sll the.
* apoke of the apecial gifts.

tomd in the cemetory of

cooloess with which we regard the ordinary

presence of the jnvisible God and ”

#who courageonsly take up their cross and
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