
Mr JusticeLawsonhas delivered judgment at Galway, unseating
Mr O'Donnell, convicting him of thepersonalexercise of undue iuflu-
ence and intimidation,andcondemning him in theheavy co3tß of the
petition trial. The decision of the learned judge wasreceivedthrough-
out the country withunmixedregret. Profound sympathy w»s felt
withMr O'Donnell, ayoung gentleman whohas, at an early age,when
other men arebut commencing life,established in the great arena of
of letters ahigh, a deserved, and anadvancing repuation. The pre-
senceof such v.maninParliament wasanhonor and an advantage to
Ireland;and the vast majority of his countrymen, includingmany who
differ from Mr O'Donnellinpolitical opinions, regret thatsohonorable
andso promising a careershouldexperienceeven a temporary check.
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MISCELLANEOUS.
A Patent Piano Playeb.— Learning toplay on thepianoforte is
tobecome a thing ofthe past! A patent pianoplayer has just beeninvented by a lieuchman, b y means of which, ie is said, the veriestnovice can perform themost difficult pieces. The instrumentis thus
desciibed :—lt:

—
Itoccupies a position in front of the keyboard of the

piano,and extends from above it to the floor. Over thekeys of thepianoare keys corresponding to those beneath them. These are thefingers of the machine, and they have this advantageover the humanhand, that they havea finger for every note. The top of the machine
is about one foot in width, and has in the centre two rollers, whichare moved by a crank. These carry the music through, and as itpasses thepiano plays it. .The music is on paper, and thenotes aremade by cutting holes insquares. As these holes pass acertain point,they allow a hammer topass through, and the stroke of thatHammer iscommunicated to its own key on the piano. Eachkey has itshammer.Itonly requires that these holes be cut at proper intervals, tostrikeany numberof keys in a givenseries. The machine can be adapted toany instrument withkeys.

VitalStatistics.— The rateofmorality is 33,333,333 every year "
91,954 every day; 3,730 every hour; 60 every minute; 1 everysecond. The averageduration of life is 33 years. One fourthpart ofthe population dies before the 7th. year;one-half before the 17thOnly1in 10,000 reaches the 100th; only 1 in 500 the 65th year'Marriedpeople live longer thanunmarried ones, tall persons longerthanshort ones. Only 65 persons in 100 contract marriage. Onlythe eighth part of the male population is fit to bear arms. Onehundred yearsagoFrance was the most populousempire inEuropeAt that time Eussia had 17 millions of inhabitants;Austria 18millions ;Germany, 15 millions;France, 24 millions. Now' thepopulation of Hussia is 74 millions; of Germany, 41 millions " ofAustria and Hungary, 36 millions ;of France, 36 millions" and ofGreatBritain and Ireland, 32 millions.

'
Noble Blood a Mtth.— ltis an amusing speculation to lookback and compute what number of men and women among theancients clubbedtheir endeavors to theproduction of a single modernThus a present nobleman, for instance, is 1;hia father and motherwere 2;his grandfathersandgrandmothers were4;his great grand-fathers and great grandmothers were 8; the next predecessors will-

count 16;and at thenext twenty-first remove, the figures reach theastoundingnumber of 1,048;576. Here areonly computed twenty-onegenerations, which, allowing three generations to be one hundredyears,carryus back no further than the Norman Conquest, at whiclitime, each present nobleman— to exclude all ignoble blood from hisveins— ought to have ha.l 1,048,576 noble ancestors! Carry thisreckoning hack three hundred yeura further, and the number amountsto about 500,000,000, which clearly indicates tli.it Ihe pretension tosuch purity of blood inancient familiesis amere joke.
Population of Large Cities.

—
According to the Re»istrar-General, the populationof the largest townsof England is as follows "

—London, 3,400,700; Liverpool, 510,640 ;Manchester, 355 339 .'Birmingham, 366,862. This return,however, gives no real'idea of tbecrowds that are concentrated in the great centres of population Salford, for instance, is as much a part of Manchester as Woolloo'moolooof Sydney, and Salford has nearly 150,000 inhabitants- and the"
Black Country

"
of Staffordshire, with its hundred of thousandsofinhabitants, is practically a continuation of the town of Bi-miaghamLiverpool alone has a population greater than that of New SouthWales, and London a greater population than all the Australasiancolonies." A Railboad J\oTioN.-The 'Chicago Tribune' gives an accountof a project devisedby a correspondent to carry grain to New Yorkby means of a wire cable, to which would be attached bins sft loneandcapable of holding twobushels each. Atdistances of ten mileswould be stationed engines of150 horse power, to be used in the end-less cable, the operation of which would be precisely like thatof anordinary elevator, except that it would carry its load horizontally

instead of lifting it. The inventor thinks that by thisprocess wheatcan be moved from Chicago toNew York at a cost; of about ten centsper bushel, after leaving amargin for repairs and interest on cost ofconstruction. 'Ihestrengthof cablerequired would make the schemea failure;but it is remarked that itbrings to mind the fact thatbeforethe successof locomotivesonrailroads was an accomplished fact andeven at the time when the first railroad where they "were ever 'usedwasbeing made, it wasexpected that thetrains would be drawn byendless cableß workedby stationary engines.
AnAir Machine.— A new air machinehas been constructed inthe House of Commons. By means of this apparatus a constant sup-ply of air,cooled to anyrequired degreeevenin the warmest weathercan be Bupphed at the rate of from 60,000 to 90,000 gallons perminute. The house contains about90,000 gallons of air so that whenthe apparatusis workingat its maximum it is possible torenew theair without sensible draught every six minutes. Previously when thewindows were opened the air used to rush in and escape in partthrough the roof, wittiout providing aproper supply for theoccupLts

of the chamber. The temperature then rose, and the result wasdirectly the reverse of what was expected. The improved mode ofventilation13 quite independent of open windowsandofthefans (for-merly muse), which wereobjectionable on account of draughts anddust. It is to be hopedthat, from experiments that have be'en madewith the useof cotton wool,it willbe possible tosupply comparatively
pureair during theprevalenceof the densest fog. The ingenious in-vention of Peaucillet has been applied to produce perfect rectilinearmovementof thepiston. The whole of the apparatus has beencbn-structed m the workshopsof the Houses of Parliament.

Bbeaking the News Gently.-" When the lamentedJudgeBagley trippedand fell down the court-house stairs and broke hisneck," saysMark Twainin the " Galaxy,' it wasa great question howtobreak thenewa topoor MrsBagley. But finally thebody wasputintoHigginga' waggon,andhe wasinstructed to takeitto Mrs B but

tobe veryguarded and discreet inhis language, and not to break thnews to her at once,but to doit gradually and ge,ntly. WhenHie-gins got there withhis sad freight, he shouted till MrsBagley cametothe door;thenhe said:—
'Does the widder Bagley livehere? * 'Thewidow Bagley? No, sir!' 'I'llbet she does. Buthaveityour ownway. Well, does Judge Bagley live here?

' 'Yes j Judge Bagleyliveshere.'
'I']lbet he don't. Butnevermind— itain't for me tocon-tradict. Is the Judgein?' 'No.' 'Ijest expectedasmucb. Because,youknow— take hodo' suthin,'mum, for I'ma going tomake a littlecommunication, andIreckon maybe it'll jar yousome. There'sbeen

an accident, mum;I've got the old judge curled up here in thewaggon— and whenyou seehim you'll acknowledge yourself that aninquest is about the only thing that could be a comfortto him." Afterthe abeve specimen of gentleness, we wouldnot care to see MrHieeins"cuttingup rough."
°°

During the hearing of a case inMelbourne, a novel feature pre-sented itself in the shape of anEnglish youth, who acted asChineseinterpreter. His name is fm. Henry Hutton, and he has beenbrought down by the police from Beechworth to interpret in theChinese lottery cases. He speaks Chinese most fluently (the'Age'
says),and does not hesitate in the least for words. On Monday heastonished aCkinaman in the boxby the mannerinwhichhe elicitedthe evidence. He dojs not take half the time to gather from theChinese witnesses what they have to state that Fook Shing does,andhe conveys theresult of-his interpretatationto the benchin themostlucid manner. Itappears thathe spent twoyears andahalf learningfrom books, andsince thenhe has spent eight or nine yearsconversingin the language, and now he canspeak in seventeen different dialectsof the Chinese language, inaddition toreading it. One peculiarityhe
has is that he canexpress himself in fewer words than the Chinesethemselves.

An annonncement has been made to the effect that theHolySeehasissued a rescript commandinghisEminenceCardinalCullentocallaSynod of the Church inIreland to deliberateuponseveral questionsof first-rate importance;andit is further stated that a Synod will,accordingly,be heldinDublin or Maynooth about the end ofJulyor
beginning of August,

The new English postmaster-general, it is stated, isstrongly infavorof reducing the newspaper postage toone farthing;but as thereduction,if carried out at once over the whole kingdom, would load
toa serious diminution of revenue,itis probable that itmay bo pre-ceded by the application of the farthingrate to the districts in which
particular newspapers are published. By this plan the present car-
riage of singlenewspapers by railways wouldbe superseded,verymuch
to the convenience of the public. It 13 also rumoured that' the
telegraphic charges to newspapers will shortly undergo favorable
revision.

The
'
Paris Journal

'
makes the following statement:"Lastnight

ftLBesombe, abroker,in the Rue Lebon,presentedhimself at police
station in a state ot extremealarm. He declared thathis wife hadno
sooner retired tobed than ehe aroseand attacked him veryviolently.
She was foaming at the mouth and tried to bite him. His criesbrought the neighboars tohis assistance, but they had all greafc diffi-
culty to avoid being bitten by the poor woman. Tlie police wentimmediately tofche house, and, after a severe struggle, succeeded iv
overpowering Mudame Besombe, whom they found foaming at the
mouth and grinding her teeth. She was removed to the Beaujon
Hospital. A few daysbefore she hadbeenbittenby amad cat. The
woundhad beencauterized,but it was too iate.

The work of internal Irish Catholic reorganisation proceeds
steadily in the University. The faculty oflaw has jusfc beenplacedon
anactive footingby the appointmentof two qf the most rising -mem-
bers of the junior IrishBar to chairs of EnglishLaw and of Jurispru-
dence;MrRichard Paul Carton, who was called in 1863, and Mr
HughMacDermott, whomade his studies in the Catholic University,
called in 1862. Amongst the legal objections urged by some of the
senators of the Dublin University against the incorporationof the
Catholic College into the former foundation, is (the'Tablet 'says) the
unrepealedportionof the Relief Act, 1793 (33 Geo.111., cap 21, sec.
7), andalso the penalclause in theEmancipationAct against Jesuits;
asitis alleged that the directionof the whole Catholic University has
recently beenplaced under Jesuit Fathers. For the latterstatement
there is not a shadowof ground. Two Jesuits, FF. Barron andKeat-
ing, have beenplaced overSt. Patrick's CollegiateHouse,incharge,as
deans,of the domestic life, discipline, and training of the students
resident therein

—
ahighly important duty— but theseFathers exercise

no further function, fillnochairs, nor in any wise, save that one of
themmay havea seat on the Rectorial Council, direct the general
administrationof theUniversity.

That theIrishLand Questionis yet far from, being settled must
now, we think,heplaineven to themost ardent admirer of the Glad-
stonenostrum. In various counties in each, of the four provinces,
rents are being raised and notices to quit served in quite the oldfashion, despite the famous sliding scale and the two-and-sixpenny
stamp. As a consequenceof this, the farmers are in many districts
forced,to combinein their own defence. InKilkenny anew Tenant
League is in full workingorder, whilein Queen's County the Indepen-
dent Club has resolved to promote the assembling of another Land
Conference inDublin, oneof the objects of which ahullbe the founding
of a Farmers' Defence Associationfor all Ireland.
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