Saturday, Aug. 22, 1874}

NEW ZEALAND TABLET.

MISCELLANEOUS.

A PaTEN® Pravo PLAYER.—Lcarning
to become a thing of the pnst! A patent piano player has just been
invented by a Freuchman, b y menns of which, it is said, the veriest
noviea cam perform the most diffienlt pieces, The instrament is thus
desc:ibed '—Tt occupies a position in front of the keyboard of the
biano, and extends from above it to the floor, Ower the keys of the
piuna are keys corresponding to those beneath thém. 'These are the
fingers of the machine, and they have this advantage over the human
haud, that they bave a finger for every note, The top of the machine
is about one foot in width, and has in the centre two rollers, which
are moved by a crank., These carry the music through, and as it
passes the piano plays it. ."The music is on paper, and the notes are
made by cutting holes in squares. As thess holes pass o certain point,
they allow a hammer to pass through, and the stroks of that bammer is
communicated o its own key on the pisne, Rach key has its hammer,
It only requires that these holes be cut at proper intervals, to atrike
any number of keys in a given series. The machine can be adapted to
any inatrument with keys,

VITAL 8TATISTIOS. —The rate of morality is 83,333,333 every year ;
91,95¢ every day; 8730 every hour; 60 every miuute; 1 avery
second. The average duration of lifs is 33 years. One fourth part of
the population dies before the Tth Fear; one-half before the 17th,
Only 1 in 10,000 reaches the 100th; ouly 1 in 500 the 65th ¥OAr.
Married people live Jonzer than numarried ones, tall persons longer
than short ones. Only 65 porsons i 100 contract marriage. Only
the eighth part of the male population is At to bear arms. One
huadred years ago France was the moast populous ewpire in Europe.
At that time Russia had 17 millions of inhahifants i Austria, 18
millions ; Germuny, 15 millions; France, 24 millions, Now the
population of Hussia is 74 millions; of Germany, 41 millions ; of
Austria and Hungary, 36 mlilions ; of Frauece, 36 millionsa; and of
Grent Britainand Ireland, 32 millions.

Ropiz Broop 4 M¥rE—Itis an amusing specnlation to look
.back and compute what number of men and women among the
ancients clubbed their endeavors to the production of a single modern.
Thus a present nobleman, for instance, is 1 3 his father and mother
were 2 ; his grandfathers and grandmothers were 4.; his great grand-
fathers and great grandwmothers were 8; the pext predecessors will
count 16 ; and st the next twenty-first remove, the figures reach the
astounding number of 1,048,576. Here are only computed twenty-one
generations, which, allowing three generativns to be one hundred
yeurs, carry us back no further than the Norman Conguest, at which
time, each present noblemun—to exclude all ignoble blood from his
veing—ought to lave bad 1,048,576 noble uncestors! Carry this
reckoning hack three hundred yenrs further, and the number umonnts
to about 500,000,000, which clearly indicates that the pretension to
such purity of bleod in ancient families is a wmere joke.

Porpunimrox oF LaRGE Orries.—According to the Reaistrar-
Greneral, the population of the largest towns of England is as follows:
—London, 3,400,700 ; Liverpool, 510,640; Manchester, 358,339 ,;
Birminghem, 366,862. This return, however, gives no real idea of tb;
crowds that are concentrated in the great centres of population.  §al.
ford, for instance, is as wuch a part of Manchester ag W. oolloomooloo
of 8ydney, wnd Bslford has nearly 150,000 inhabitants; and bhe
« Black Country ™ of Staffordshire, with its hundred of thousands of
inhabitants, iz practically a continuation of the town of Birmiagham.
Liverpool alone has a population greater than that of New South
‘Wales, and London a grester population than all the Australagian
colonies.

A Rarrkoad NorroN.—The ¢ Chicago Tribune* gives an account
of a project devised by a correspondent to carry pgrain to New York
by means of a wire eable, to which would be aitached bins 5t leng,
and capable of holding two bushels each. At distances of ten mile;
would be stationed engines of 150 horse power, to be used in the end.
less cable, the operation of which would be pracisely like that of an
ordizary elevator, except that it would carry ite load horizontally,
instead of lifting it. The inventor thinke that by this process whent
can be moved from Chicago to New York at a cost of about ten cents
per bushel, alter leaving & margin for repaivs and intevest on cost of
construction. The strength of cable required would make the scheme
a failnre ; but it is remarked that it brings to mind the fact that before
the success of Jocomotives on railroads wes an accomplished fact, and
even at the time when the first railroad where they were ever “used
was being made, it was expectod that the trains would be drawn by
endleas cables worked by stationary engines, .

AN At MACHINE.—A. new air machine has been constructed in
the House of Commons. By means of this Apparatus a constent sup-
ply of air, cooled to any required degree even in the warmest weather,
can be supplied at the rate of from 60,000 to 90,000 gallons per
minute. The house contains about 80,000 gallons of air, 80 that when
the apparatus is working at its maximum it is possible to renew the
air without sensible draught every six minutes, Previously when the
windows were opened the air used to rush in and escape in part
through the roof, withont providing a proper supply for the ocoupants
of the chawber, The temperature then rose, and the result was
directly the reverse of what was expected. The improved mode of
ventilation is quite independent of open windows and of the fane (for-
merly in use), which were objectionable on account of draughts and
dust. It is to be hoped that, from experiments that have been made
with the use of otton wool, it will be possible to supply comparatively
pure air during the prevalence of the densest fog.  The ingenious in-
vention of Feaucillet haa been applied to produce perfect roctilinear
movement of the piston. The whole of the apparatus has besn coa-
structed in the werkshops of the Houses of Parliament.

BresxiNg THE NEWS GEFITL.—" When the lamented J ndge
Bagley tripped and fell down the eourt-house stairs and broke his
neck,” says Mark Twain in the ¢ Galaxy,’
to break the uews to poor Mrs Bagley. But finully the body was put
iuto Higgings’ waggon, and he was insirncted to take it to Mrs B., but

to play on the pisnoforte is

it wos o great guestion how

to ba very gunrded and disarest in his language, and not to break th
news to her at once, but to do it gradually and gently. When Hig-
gins got there with bis sad freight, he shouted till Mrs Bagley came to
the door; then he said :—* Does the widder Bagley live here?’ ¢ The
widow Bagley ? No, sir]l’ ‘Tl bet she does. But have it your own
way. Well, does Judge Bagley live here?’ ¢Yeas; Judge Baglay
lives here.” T'll bet he don's. Butnever mind—it ain’t for me to cone
tradict. Tsthe Judgein?® ®No.’ ‘I jest expected as much. Because,
you know—take ho’d o’ suthin,’ mum, for I'm o going to make a litule
communication, and I reckon maybe it'll jar you some. “Thero’s been
sn accident, mum; I've got the old judge curled up here in the
waggon—and when you aee him you'll acknowledge yourseif that an
inquest is about the only thing that could be 4 comfort to him.” After
the abeve apecimen of gentleness, we would not care to see Mr Higgina
*¢ cutting up rough.”

During the hearing of & case in Melbourne,
sented itscif in the shape of an Iuglish youth, who acted as Ohinese
interpreter. His name is Wm. Henry Hutton, and he has been
brought down by the police from Beechworth to interpret in the
Chinese lottery cases. I{e speaks Chinese most fluently (the * Age’
saya}, and does not hesitate in the least for words. On Monday he
astonished a Chipaman in the box by the manner in which he elicited
the evidence. He do:s not take half the time $o gather from the
Chinese witnesses what they have to state that Fook Shing does, and
he convers the result of-his interpretatation to the bench in the most
lucid manner, Tt appears that he spent two years and a half learning
from books, and since then he has spent eight or nine Yonts converaing
in the language, and now he can speak in seventeen different dislocts
of the Chineso language, in addition to resding it. One peculiarity he
has i that he can express himself in fewer words than the Chiness
themaelves.

An annonncement has beon made to the effect that the Holy Sae
has issned & reseript commanding his Eminence Cardinal Cullen t0 call
a Synod of the Church in Ireland to deliberate wpon several queations
of first-rate importance; and it is further stated that a Bynod will,
accordingly, be held in Dublin or Maynoath about the end of July or
beginning of Augnat,

The new English postmoster-general, it is stated, is strongly in
favor of reducing the newspaper postage to one farthing ; but as the
reduction, if carried out at once over the whole kingdom, would lead
to & serious diminntion of revenue, it is probable that it may be pre-
ceded by the application of the farthing rate to the districts in which
particular newspapers are published. By this plan the present ear-
riage of single newspapers by railways would be superseded, very much
to the convenience of the publie. It is also rumoured that the
telegraphic charges to newspopers wul shortly undergo favorable
revision,

The * Paris Journal* makes the {ollowing statement : * Last night
M. Besombe, o broker, in the Rue Liebon, presented himself at police
station in a state ot extreme alarm. He declarad that his wife had no
sooner retired to bed than ehe arose and atiacked him very violently.
She was fonminz at the mouth and tried to bite him, His ories
brought the neighbours o his assistance, but they had all great diff-
culty to avoid being bitten by the poor woman. The police went
immediately to the house, and, after n severe straggle, sncceeded in
overpowering Mnrdame Besombe, whom they found foaming at the
mouth and grinding her testh. Bhe waa removed to the Beaujon
Hospital. A few da¥s before ehe had been hitten by o mad cat. The
wouud had been cauterized, but it was too lfate.

The work of internal Irish Catholic reorganisation proceeds
steadily in the Univeraity. The faculty of law has just besn placed on
an active footing by the appointment of two of the mest rising mem-
bers of the junior Irish Bar to chairs of English Law and of Jurispru-
dence ; Mr Richard Paul Carton, who was cailed in 1863, and Mp
Hugh MacDermott, who made his studies in the Catholic Uaiversity,
eallad in 1862, Amongst the legal objections urged by some of the
senators of the Dublin University against the incorporation of the
Catholic College into the former foundation, is (the f Tablet’ says) the
unropoaled portion of the Relief Act, 1783 (33 Greo. IIL,, cap 21, scc.
7}, and also the penal clause in the Emancipation Act against Jesnits ;
as it is alleged that ihe direction of the whole Catholic TUniversity has
rocently been pluced nnder Jesait Futhers, For the latter statement
there i3 not a shadow of ground. Two Jesuits, FF. Barron and Xeats
ing, have been placed over St. Patrick's Colleginte ﬂousa. in charge, as
deans, of the domestic life, discipline, and training of the atudet}ts
resident therein—a highly important duty—but these Futhers exarcise
no further function, fill no chuirs, nor in any wise, save that one of
them may have a seat on the Rectorial Council, direot the general
admiuistration of the University. )

That the Trish Land Question is yet far_from being settled must
now, we think, be plain even to the most ardent admirer of the Glad~
stone nostrum. Iu various counties in each of the four provinees,
vents are being raised and motices to quit served in guite the old
fashion, despite the famous sliding scale and the _two-and-axx.pellmy
stamp. A8 a consequenca of this, the favmers are in many districts
forced to combine in their own defence, In Kilkenny a new Tenant
League is in full working order, while in Queen’s County the Indeppn-
dent Club has resolved to promote the assembling of another Land
Conference in Dublin, one of the objects of which shall be the founding
of a Farmers' Defence Associatior for all Ireland. .

Mr Justice Lnwson hss delivered judgment nl‘..Galwny, uuseptmg
Mr O'Donnell, convicting him of the personal exercise of undue iuflue
ence and intimidation, and vondemning him in the hoavy costa of the
petition trial. The decision of the learned judge was received throngh-
out the country with unmixed regret. Profonnd sympathy was felt
with Mr O’Donnell, o young gentleman who has, at an eerly age, when
other men are but commencing life, established in the grest arena of
of letters a high, a deserved, and an advancing repuation. The pre-
sence of such » man in Parlisment was on hocor and an advantage to
Treland ; and the vast majority of his countrymen, including many who
differ from Mr O’Donnell in political opinions, regret thut ao honovable
and so promising a career should experience even a temporary check,
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