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EMMET’S SPEECH FROM THE DOCK.

No doubt there are but few of our resders who have not read the tragic
story of Robert Emmett's fate. From a volume edited by the proprie-
tor of the * Nntion,’ we publish his eloquent and soul-stirring address to
the notorious Lord Norbury, by whom he was condemned to death.
To many of our renders we focl certain it will not be mew, but the
noble, patriotic, and independent spirib which breathes through

every sentence, will be our apology for introducing it inte our
colnmne:—

“M¥ Lomns—I am asked what have I to say why sentence of
death should not be pronounced oun me, according to law.
T have nothing to say that cun ulter your predetermination, nor that it
will become me to say, with any view to the mitigation of that sentence
which you are to pronounce, and I must abide by. But I have that
to eay which interests me more than life, snd which you hare labored
to destroy. I have much to say why my reputation should be rescued
from the Toad of false accusation and calumny which has been cast
upen it. I do nob imagine thnt, seated where you are, your mind can
be so free from prejudice as to receive the least imoression from what
I um going to utter. I have no hope that I can anchor my character
iu the breast of a court constituted and trammelled as this is. I only
wish, and that is the utmost I oan expeot, thav your lordships may
suffer it to float down your memorice untainted by the fonl breath of
prejudice, until it finds some more hospitable harbor to shelter it from
the storms by which it is buffetted. Was I only to suffer deatn, after
being adjudged guilty by your tribunal, I should bow in silence, and
meet the fate that awails nig without a murmur ; bat the sentence of
the law which delivers my body to the cxeontioner will, through the
ministry of the law, labor in its own vindication, to consign my charae-
ter to obloguy; for there muet be guilt ssmewlers, whether in the
sentence of the Court, or in the catastrophe, time must determine. A
man in my situation has not only to oucounter the dificulties of
fortune, and the force of powoer over minds which it has corrupted and
subjugated, but the difficulties of established prejudice. Tle man dies,
but his memory lives. That mine may not perish, that it iay live in
tha respect of my countrvmen, I seize upon this opportunity to vindi-
cate myself from some of the chavges allaged sgainst me. When my
spirit shall be wafted to a more friendly port—when my shade shail
have joined the bands of those martyrd heroes who have shed bheir
blood on the scaffold, and in the fieid, and in the defence of their coun-
try and of virtue, this is my hope—I wish that my wmemory and my
name may animate those who survive me, while I look down with e e
placency ou the destruction of thut perfidious government whish up-
holds its domination by blasphemy of the most high—which displays
its power over munn, ns over the bensts of the forest—swhish sets man
upon his brother, and lifts bis hand, in the vame of God, againat the
throat of his fellow who believes or doubts « [iltle wore oz a little less
than the government standard. - a government which is steeled to bur-
barity by the ories of the orphans, and the rears of the widows it has
made.”

[Here Lord Norbury interrupted Mr Emmet, saying—* that the
mean apd wicked enthusinsts who felt as he did, were not equal to
the acoomplishment of their wild designs,]

“1 appeal to the immaculate God—T swear by the Throns of
Heaven, before which I must shortly sppear—Dby the blood of the
murdered patriots who have gone befora me-—that my conduct has
been, through all this peril, and through all my purposes, governed
only by the conviction which I lave uttered, aud by no other view
than that of the emancipation of my country from the superhuman
oppression under which she has so long and’ too paticntly travailed ;
and I confldently hiope that, wild and chimerical us it may appear,
there is stili union and strength in Ireland to accomplish this noblest
of enterprises. Of this I speak with confidence, of intimate know-
ledge, ond with the consolation that appertains to that confidence.
Think not, my lords, that I eay this for the petty gratification of giv-
ing you a transitory uneasiness. A man who never Fet raised hia
voice to assert 4 lie, will not hazard his character with posterity, by
asserting a falsehood on a subject so important to his country, and on
an cccasion like this, Yes, my lords, & man who does not wish to
have his epilaph written until his country is liberated, will not leays
a Weapon in the power of envy, or a pretence to impeach the probity
which he moans to preserve, even in the grave, to which tyranny con-
aigns him.” .

[Here he was again interrupted by the court,]

¥ Again 1 say, that what I have spoken was not intended for your
Jordship, whose situation I commiserate rather than envVy-—Iny expres-
sions were for my countrymen. If there is a true Irishman present,
let my last worde cheer him in the hour of his afffiction.”

[Here be was again interrupted. Tord Norbury anid ke did not
Bit there to henr treason.’]

“ I have always undorstood it to be the duty of a judge, when n
prisoner has been convicted, to pronounce the sentenea of the law; I
have algo understood that judges sometimes think it their duty to
hepr with patience, and to spesk with humanity ; to exhort the vietim
of the laws, and to offer, with tender benignity, their opinions of the
motives by which he was actuated 1 the crime of which he was ad-
judged guilty. That a judge has thought it his duty so to have done,
I hmve no doubt ; but where is the bossted freedom of your inatitu-
tiong—where is the vaunted impartinlity, viemeney, ond mildness of
your courts of fuslice if an unfortunate prisoner, whowm your policy,
aud not justice, 1> about to deliver into the hands of the executioner,
is not suffered to explain his motives ginoerely and truly, and to vindi.
cate the principles by which he was actuated ? My lords, it may be
a part of a system of angry justice to bow a man’s ming by humiliation
to the purposed ignominy of the scaffold; but worse than the pur-
posed shame, or the scaffold's terrors, would be the shame of such
fou] and unfounded imputations as have been laid against ma in this
court. You, my lord, are a judge ; I am the supposed cuolprit. ¥ am
0 mso; you are » man also. By a revolution of power we might
chauge places, though we never could chunge characters, If 1 stand

“country ; and for what end. Was this the object of

at the bav of this court, and dare not vindients my character, what a
faree is your justice! If I stand at this bar and dars not vindicate my
character, how daro you celumniate it. Doey the senteneo of death,
which your unhallowed policy inflicts upen my body, condemn my
tongue to silence, or my reputation to reproach ? Your executionsr
may abridge the period, of my existence ; but while T exist I shall nob
forbear to vindicate my character and motives from YOur aspersions ;
and, as 3 man, to whom fame is dearer than life, I will meke the last
use of that life in doing justice to that reputation which is to live nfter
me, and which is the only legacy I can Ieave to those I honor and love,
and for whom I am proud to perish. As men, my lords, we must ap-
pear oun the great day ot one common tribunal; and it will thon
remain for the Searcher of all henrta to show & collective universs, who
was engaged in the most virtuons actions, or swayed by thoe purest
motives—my country’s oppressor, or'’ —

{Here he was interrupted, and told to listen to tha sentence of
the law.] ,

* My lords, will a dying man bo denied the lagal privelege of ex.
culpating himself in the eyes of the community from an undeserved
reproach, thrown upoa him daring hie trial, by charging him with
ambition, and attempting to cast away for a paltry consideration the
liberties of his country ? Why did your lordships insult me? Or
rather, why insult justice, in demanding of me why sentance of death
shonld not be proneunced againet me? Iknow, my lovds, thot form
preseribes that you thould ask the guestion. The form also presents
the right of answering. This, ne doubt, may be dispensed with, and
20 might the whols ceremony of the trial, since sentence was alraady
pronounced at the Castle before the jury were empanelled. Your
lordships are but the priests of the oracle, and I iusist on.the whole of
the forms.” -

[Here Mr Emmet paused, and the court desired him to proceed.]

I am charged with being an emissary of France! and for what
end? Tt is alleged that I wished to sell the indspendence of my
my ambition ?
Aud is this the mode by which a tribunal of justice reconciles con-
tradietion ? No; I am no emissary; and my ambition was to hold a
place among the deliverers of tmy country, not in power nor in profit,
but in the glory of the nchievement. Sell my country’s independence
to France! and for what? Was it a changa of masters? No, but for
my ambition. Oh, my country, was it personal ambition that conld
influence me P Had it been the soul of my actions, could I not, by
my education and fortune, by tho rank and consideration of my family,
liave placed myself amongst the proudest of your oppressors, My
Country was my Idol. To it I sacrificed every selfish, every endearing
sentiment ; and for it T now offer up myself, O Grod ! No, my lords ;
I ucted as an Irishmen, determined on delivering my country fror the
yoko of a foreign -and an unvelenting tyrsuny, and the more galling
yohe of a domestiz laction, which is its joint partner and perpetrator in .
the parrieide, from the ignominy existing with an exterior of splender
nnd covecious depravity, It wos the wish of my heart to extricats my
country from thisdoubly rivetted despotism-—I wished to place her
independence boyond the reach of any powar on earth, T wished to
exalt her to that proud station in the world, Connsction with France
was, indeed, intended, but only as far as mutusl interest would sang-
tion or require. Were the French to assume any suthority inconsis-
tent with the purest independence, it would be eignal for their destrucs
tion. ‘We sgught their sid—and we sought as we had assuranes we
should obtain 1t—as auxiliaries in war, and allies in peaca. Woere the
French to come ns invaders or enemies, uninvited by the wishes of the
people, T should oppose them to the utmost of my strength. Yos |
my countrymen, I should advise you to meet them upon the bench
with & sword in one hand and o torch in the other, I would meet
them with all the destructive fury of war. I would animate my coun-
try to jmmolate them in their boats before they had contamninated
the soil of my country. If they succeeded in landing, amd if.
forced to retire before superior discipline, I' would dispute every
inch of ground, bura every blade of grass, and the last entrenche
ment of liberty should be my grave. What I could not do myself, if
I should fall, I should leave as = last charge to my countrymen to ac-
complish ; becanse I ehould feel conscions that life, any tnore than
death is unprofitable, when a foreign nation hLolds my country in sub-
Jjeotion. -Bukb it was not us an enemy that the succors of Prance were
to land. I looked, indeed, for the assistance of France, but I wished
to prove to Franee and to the world that Ivishmen deserved to be
assistod—tlat they were indignant at slavery, and ready to assert the
independence and liberty of their country : I wished to p.ooure for
my country the gusrantee which Washington procured for America-—
to procure an aid which, by its example, would be imporsant ns its vo-
lor; discipliced, gallant, pregnant with scicuce and experience ; that
of & people who would pereeive the guod, asd polish the rough points
of our character. They would to us as strangers, nnd leave us as
friends, after shoring in our perils and elevating our destiny. Thesa
wore my objects ; not to receive mow tuskmnsters, but to expel oid
tyeants. Tt was for these ends Isought mid fromm France, because
France, even as an enemy, could not bu mors implacable than the
enemy alraady in ti:e bosom of my couutry, .

1 have been charged with that importance in the emancipation of
my country as to be considered the keystone of the combination of
Irishmen, or, as your Lordship expressed it, * the jile and blouvd of the
conspiracy.” Tou do honor ms over much; you have given to the
subaltern all the credit of a superior. There are men engaged in this
conspiracy wlho are not only superior to me, but even to your own
couceptions of yourzelf, my lord,—men before the splendor of whose
genius and virtues I shonld byw with respectful deference, and who
would think themselves disgraced by shukiug your bloodestained
honds. [Here ho was interrupted.]

‘What, my Lord, shall you fell me on my passage to the seaffuld
(which that tyranny of which you ave only the intermediary exceu-
tioner hos erected for my murder) that I am sccountable for all the
blood that has and will be shed in this struggla of the oppressed
apainet the oppreasor,—shall you tell me this, and must I be 80 Very a
slave o3 not to ropel it? T do nob feur w spproach the Omuipoteng,



