
But whatever may bo the precise nature of the judgmentimpend-
ing over a guilty world which Anna Mariaandmany other holy souls,
not only inmodern times but in ages past have combined topredict,
one thing seems to be unquestionable,that it willbe most suddenand
terrible, and such as shall force men to confess the power andhandof
the Almighty. Cur Holy Father himself lately used some veryre-
markable expressions with reference to the future triumph of the
Church and thenature of theDivineinterventioninher behalf whioh
wehave reason to expect. It is contained in a letter whichhead-
dressed on the 6th of February, 1863, to theDirector of the c Unita
Cattolica,' then engaged in collecting an offering for liis Holiness on
occasion of the late centenary of St. GregoryVII. After speaking of
the successful vindicationof the Church's usurped rightsby thatholyPontiff, althoughhe himself breathedforthhis soul inexile,andallud-
ing to the stillfiercerbattlenow beingwaged, not againstcertain of the
rights of the Church alone, butagainst her veryexistence andconstitu-
tion, nay, against the Catholic religion itself, and that, not by one
princealone,butby well-nigh all the powerfulof the earth, the Holy
Father proceeds to say, 'Seeing that we know for certain that the
gates of Hell shall not prevail against the Church, these many and
greatdifficulties oughtnot to depress the mind of him who considers
them, but ought toanimate him togreater hope. For, relying on the
incontrovertibleoracle of God, the veryatrocityof a war so vast andmanifold, wagedby Divine-permissionagainst theChurch, is sufficient
to convince the believer that such a triumph is prepared for her as for
fulness and splendour shall surpass all that have preceded. And
whereas Godin lighter and less perilous struggles preparedfor her an
efficient aidin the arms of princes, or in the marvellous energy and
authority ofholy persons, and whereas in the presentfar greater trial
He withholds all succor, this again proves that He hasreserved toHimself the victory over His enemies. And this willbe moremani-fest ifwe consider that the root of present evilsis to be foundin this,—

that men, having turned themselves with their whole mind andstrength to earthly things, not only have forsaken God, but havealtogetherrejected Him, in such wise that it would seemthat they
couldin nootherway be recalled toHim saveby somefact which cm-not easily be attributed to a second cause,butis of such anature^is toconstrain everyone to look up and exclaim,"This is the w&rk ofGod,
»nd itis marvellousinour eyes."

'
The Popeexpressedhimself insimilarterms to anEasternprelate■who, writing to theBishopof Angouleme, thus describes whatpassed:— 'TheHoly Father said to me, "The world is immersedinsin;itcannot thus continue;ahuman hand is powerless tosaveit, thehandof God must manifest itself visibly, and,Itell you,weshallsee thisdivinehand with our bodily eyes." These words he pronounced withan air of inspiration, raising his two fore-fingers significantly tohiseyesashe spoke.'
Asapeculiar interestattaches to all the utterancesof PiusIX.especially withreference to thepresent crisis, we record the followingwords,pronouncedby himin public on the 16th July,1871, andad-

dressed to the Collectors of the Archconfraternity of St. Peter:—"There wasa good oldpriest,' said theHolyFather, 'Mgr. D. RaffaeleNatah,a zealous promoter of the cause of Anna Maria Taigi, whorelated tous marvellous things ofthis servant oftheLord and,amongothers, variouspredictionsregarding these present times. We do notplace toomuch reliance uponreportedprophecies;these,however, arerecorded in the Processes, and the Holy See will judge of them. Wehavenot read them, but this good priest repeatedseveral times thatthe Venerable, fortelling the trials we now behold, said that a timewouldcomeduring which the HolySee would be obliged to liveuponthe alms of the entire world;but that the money would neverbe
wanting. Truly,' added theHolyFather, 'it wouldbe difficultnot to
recognise the accuracyof such a prediction.' *

Anna Marianeverdeclaredtheprecise time at which the impend-
ingjudgment was to take place,although wemay be ledto infer thattheperiod is not far distant, on account of its connectionwith other'events which she foretold, and of which weseem to be now beholdin*the progressive fulfilment;viz. the violentpersecutionof the Churchand the despoilment of the Vicar of Christ, a despoilment which, shesaid, wouldbe ho complete that 'The Pope, shut up in the Vatican,would findhimself hemmed inasby an iron circle.' Allhumanhope,she added, wouldhave failed, and it would be then thatGod wouldcause His mercy toshine forth. The same conclusion may be drawnas wehave said, from the prophecies of other holy persons whohaveeDjoyed the possession of supernaturallights in our times j and (heyhave been more nnmerous than is commonly imagined. Amongstthese was P.BernardoClausi, aReligious of theOrder of theMinims,who otten foretold the coming of a terrible judgment on the wickedand the subsequent glorious triumph of the Church, and who alwaysepoke of it asnear at hand. He told Sister Maria MargheritaLaudi,a religious of San Filippoandhis penitent, who has now attainedhereighty-third year and who will appear, or, more probably, has ap-peared, tomake her deposition as a witness in the process for theintroduction of his cause, that she would behold the coming chastise-ment whichhe himself would not live to see, and also the generalreorganisation and triumph of the Church which were to follow..BtoMwl. he added, « are they who will live in thosehappy days, forit willbe a reignof fraternalcharity. The joy you willfeel will be sogrea* that it will cause you to forget all past sufferings. But beforethese things come to pass, evil will have made such progress in theworld that it will seem as if all the devils had issued from hell sogreatwill be thepersecutionraised by the wicked against;the just whowill have to endure a very martyrdom.' He also toldher that thewrourge which God would bring upon the earth wouldbe something
yew ana unparalleled, and cluected solely agaiuet the wicked« Henven andearth,' lie said, c will be united, andgreat sinners willbeconverted,because they will then know God. This scourge willbeJelt throughout the world, aud will be bo terrible that survivors will
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how did he die? This
question is putby a contemporary, and answered thu3:

—
The lifeof

Charles Dickens teems with interest;his death gives amost salutary
lesson. An eminent medical writer gives a short summary of the
various shocks to the system of Dickens, which naturally weakened
him and predisposed his frame to affliction, and gives the most con-
clusive evidence that paralysis, which ended the great litterateur''a
earthly career,was due almost exclusively to that very act ofhis life
which drew admiring thousands to listen to the delineationsinperson
of the leading characters of his published works. On leaving theplat-
form after reading "Copperfield," so laborious, earnest, and pathetic
were the exertions made by Dickens,his whole soul being throwninto
the work that the pulsations of bis heart numbered 96, being 24in
excessof the ordinary pulse, 72;after"Marigold," 99 j

"
Sikes and

Nancy," 118; "Oliver Twist," 124. Thus, whilehis audiences were
rejoicing over his talonted histrionic display, the efforts of thereader
himself were driving nails iuto his cofSu,breaking down the delicate
walls of the nervous system of the brain, ftoodiug that great organ
with aninundationof fluid, whichdoomed thebirth-placeofPickwick, andva hostof other iuteresting charaoteraof English fictitioushistory.
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magine they are the only persons spared. All will be good andpenitent.' He spoke in a similar manner to others, who have alsoattested the sameon oath,saying that when things were come to theworst,and when all will seem lost, then G-od will set His handandrecetifyall, asit were,in the twinkling of an eye, so that'the impious
themselves willbe constrained to confess that it is the work of God.Ifpersons of so advanced an age as this nun are indeed tobeholdthese things, itmust be concluded that the time is not far removed.Ifthe verygeneralhope entertainedby the faithful, and amount-,
ing almost toan expectation, that Pius IX. will witness thebeginningoftheChurch's triumph be well grounded, this again wouldgive us
reason to expect this terrible event very shortly;for a well-attestedprophecy ofAnnaMaria's, which has perhapsbecome more generally
known than that of the days of darkness, assigned toPiusIX.a reignof twenty-seven years,andsomethingmore. Itisalso veryconfidentlyasserted, and the assertion certainly seems to rest on good authority,
that she declared that Pius IX.would witness the beginning of theCuurch's triumph. If, then, this 'something more' signify but a
portion ofanother year, then, indeed,brief would be the time remain-
ing which separates us from this awful judgment and the subsequent
triumph. Prophecies,however, are not designed for thepurpose of
satisfying curiosity, even though it may be a holy curiosity, but forhigherends, andpurposes more profitable to our souls. At present,however, the predictions of this favored soul concerning eventsyetfuture

—
predictions to which naturally much importance is attachedowing to the fulfilment of so many that she utteredconcerning events

now past
—

have reached us but in fragments, those fragments alsohaving been only orally transmitted. But, supposing it tobe proved
beyond a doubt that she promised that Pius IX.should witness thebeginning ofthe Church's triumph, it would still be impossible for ua
todecidein what sense thepromise is to be understood. Itis well,
therefore, while sharing the general hope and, aboveall, while joining
in the ferventprayers which the whole Church is unceasingly offering
toQ-od for his deliverance,not tobe led away toentertain a conviction
whichmight only prepare for us a sharpdisappointment,a disappoint-
ment which wouldresult, not from the failure of theprophecy itself,
but from our ownprematnre audrash interpretations.

Leaving, then, this deeply interesting question for the future todecide, we areperhaps not wrong in concluding that the close of the
reignof Pius IX.is at least closely connected with thepredictedde-
liverance. P.Galixte, writingevidently sometime in the latter half of
the year1870, andconsidering as he does that AnnaMaria's prophe-
cies imply that he will witness the commencement of the triumph,
observes, 'We may thereforeconclude that thepresent uneasy state of
things will yet last nearly three years; and it is precisely during a
periodof threeyears that the secret of La Salette,now partially dis-
closed, averred that G-od would seem to have forgotton France the
born

'protectreesof the Holy See.' These three yearsare now ap-
proaching their completion. 'MarieLataste onher part,' continues
P. Calixte,'speaking of Rome, declaredthat the SaviourHimself said
to her, "Oppression will reign in the city thatIlove,and whereI
haveleftmy heart. Itwill seem to succumb during threeyearsand
a little longer." "It would appear, then,' adds P. Calixte, 'that we
must date thebeginning of this trial from the entrance of thePied-
montese into Rome.' MarieLataste also declaredthat ourLord,after
announcing these three years of captivity to tha city of Home, during
whioh time she was to be 'in sadness and desolation, surroundedon
all sides like a birdtakenin anet,'said, 'butmy Mothershall desoend
into the city j she will take the hands of the old man seated on a
throne, and will say to him, '* Behold the hour, arise,look at thy
enemies :Icause them todisappear one after another, and they dis-
appear for ever. Thouhast rendered glory to me inheavenandupon
earth,and Iwillrender glory to theeon earthandin heaven. Look
atmen— how they venerate thyname, thy courage, thy power. Thou
shalt live,andIwill abide with thee."

'
Thesearedoubtless encourag-

ing words,but they cannot be said to specify with unmistakeable
clearness thenature of the glory which PiusIX.is toreceive in this
world. Heaven has a differentmeasure from that of earth. Yetone
thing weknow. If God has His absolute decrees, which not even
saints can move Him to reverse, all that he has revealed to us in
Scripture, andall that the testimony of such chosen souls as that of
Anna Maria makes known to us, ofHis adorable goodness andHis
readiness tohearken untoprayer,servetoprove that Hecanbe turned
from his conditional purposes, and that He will prolong seasons of
graceor of life at the cry of His children. To Pius IX. has been
promised a reign of twenty-sevenyears,and something more. Hehas
now completed the twenty-seven years. Themore remains. What
thatmore imports AnnaMaria didnotsay. Perhapsits length, which
is thus left indefinite,may depend upon our own ferventand united
prayers.
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