
In February 1870, whilst the Vatican Council was sitting," The Augsbourg Gazette ' published the Latin text, surrep-
titiously obtained,of one and twenty Canons decreed by this
Council de Ecclesia, iv which modern errors on the constitu-
tion of the Church,and her relations withcivilsociety, were
anathematized. This publication was asignal to the Press,
hostile to the Council, to raise a howl of indignation and
alarm. These Canons wereregarded us an attempt to uproot
modern constitutions and bring back society to the state of
the MiddleAges. It wasa fine opportunity,too, foroffendedGovernments to protest. Austria, to her disgace, led the
way; but the Imperial Government in France was not farbehind. A despatch dated the 20th February, was sent by
M. Daru to theFrench Ambassador inHome,andforwardedby HisExcellency,in March, to Cardinal Antonelli. On
the 19thof this month, His Eminence made known to the
FrenchGovernment the reply of the Holy bee.

On thereceipt of this,.Napoleon'sGovernmentaddressedarespectful remonstrance to the Pope and Council,in the
form of amemorandum, which was officially communicated,
towards the end of April, to the Holy vSee. To this memo-
randum the.other Powers more or less explicitly adhered;and
wefind in it, therefore, the modern politicaldoctrine on the
relationsbetween Church and State. The contents of thieimportant document may be summed up in three poiuts.
Ist. The absolute independence of the State as against the
Church. 2nd. Liberty of conscience and worship. 3rd.Liberty of the Press. We shall confine ourselves to-day to
the considerationof the first point.

The memorandum says :— " Always and everywhere the
absolute independence of the Temporal Power and of the
Sovereign Authority has been energetically claimed by peo-ples,by kings, often by the national clergy." Further on,"The independenceof civilsociety ... is,inour day,
a fact as wellas aright beyond the possibility of'attack," and
lastly, "Modern principleshave taken their place definitely
in modernEuropeanLaw, and shall hold that place for ever,
because they are indispensable to the dignity as well as the
liberty of men andof governments." Such is the doctrineof
modernliberals, who become infuriated at the bare mention
of the word

—
subordination— as applied to the State. With

these the State is supreme, to be obeyed always,even whenin conflict with conscience and the Church, subordinateneither to reasonnorrevelation.
But,on the other hand, what is theteachingof theChurch

as explainedbyCardinal AKTuKELLi inhis able reply to this
raving of modern liberalism. In his despatch of the 20th
February, 1870, His Eminence says, "The Church never
claimed and aoe* not claim to exercise adirect and absolute.
power over the political rights of the State." And a little
lurcher on, " Political affairs, according to the orderestab-
lished by God, and according to the teaching of the Church

herself arewithin the provinceof the TemporalPower, with-out dependenceon any other authority."
Such being the case, it will be said, What ground is therefor further dispute? Yet the great difficulty still remains.Incases of conflict,such for exampleas wefind at presentinGermany, one or other

—
Church or State— must ultimately

dominate. To which appertains the right? Here is theanswer. Although the statements of the Cardinal given
above areundoubtedly true, although we most frankly admitthat the State is,inpolitical affairs, without dependence on
any other authority,still the Churchhas anindirect authorityover the Civil Power.

The celebrated St. John Chrysostom, commenting onthese wordsof theApostle Paul, "Allpower is fromGod,"says it willbe objected" therefore every Prince is constitutedby God." "Ido not say that," repliedthegreatdoctor. "Ido not speakof any prince in particular, hut of the thing
itselt

—
thepower— abstracting altogether from the subject inwhichit resides. Thisis the reasonwhy the Apostlehas notsaid that everyprince is from God,but that allpower is fromGod." According to this, which is the true teaching, theconstituted authorities in civil society, whilst theyhold apower from God, owe their own positions to appointment

proceeding directly from their fellow citizens. Civilauthori-ties then do not hold their positionsby the Divine Law, and
cannot exercise even the "power which is from God," ofwhich they are for the time being the depositories beyond
certain circumscribed limits. In this is to be found agreatdifference between the power of the State and the power ofthe Church. In reference to the Church, Godhas not onlygivenitpower,buthas himself designated the depository of
that power, anddirected that it should be exerciseduuiver-sally,without limitsas to timeand place. Peter, whilst on
thisearth,and Peter inhis successors

—
theRoman Pontiffsis,by the Divine Law,the depository of thispower;and heis to exerciseit throughout the world,and to the end of ages.

Here then is a great difference between the two societiesChurch and State— showing the excellence and superiority ofthe former over the latter, and the impossibility of confound-ing them, or reducing the Church to a mere department of
the State, as Grermany and Switzerland arenowendeavouring
to do. Sovereigns and governments, the mere creatures ofthe popular breath, things of a day, cannot by any right
prescribe limits to a divinely constituted ruler iv his own
sphere,or reducehim to subordination to themselves

On the contrary the Church
—

the guardian and inter-
preter onearthof the Natural andDivineLaw, possesses theright to controlall theacts of the State, without exception,
whichnecessarilybelong to her under the point of view of
theirmorality. Itis precisely,however,here, that the liberalsand the Church are at issue. To use the words of an
eminent reviewer," theyprotest, in the name of theState,
against this glorious \assalage." Before proceedingfurther!perhaps we had better clearly define what we mean bymorality,or the Moral Order. The Moral Order is thesum
totalof the immutable laws which govern anintelligent andfree being,pointing out to him what he ought to do,andwhat he ought to avoid, in order that all his acts may beconformable to the nature of things, and the manifest inten-
tions of the Creator. This order has itsprecise and irrevo-cable lawsin reference to the reciprocalduties and rights of
governmentsand their subjects. Is it notevident that every
free act of thedepositories of power as wellas of thesimple
citizen, isclothed with a moral character which renders it
amenable to the Natural Law; and is it not a duty for
!society as well as for individuals to bear this in mind,underpenalty of decay and degradation1

No one will be found to deny this;but many forget, or
ignore the fact that since the establishment of Christianity,
the Moral Law in its entirety, andinall its parts belongsexclusively to the domain of the Church, which, in reference
to its principles and their application, is the supreme andfinal tribunal. It is to the Church and to her alone, that
God has confided the deposit of Faith andMorals. In theactual order of Divine Providence, there are not two desti
nies for the human race: there is but one

—
the supernatural

destiny. Those who deny this,to use the wordsof PiusIX.
destroy the necessary cohesion which, by the will of God'
unites the Natural to the SupernaturalOrder. It was to theChurchalone,in thepersonof the Apostles,Christ saidthe'
word

— "Going, teachallnations whatsoever Ihaveconfided
toyou." Consequently, theChurch is the depository of theAuthority of God, to lead men to their destiny. But themoralityof human acts essentially depends on their relation
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thereis such misery and privation through lack of employ"
ment, whyshould not that money be made use of, and the
work set on foot »t once, withoutany " conditional terms,"
and the fair rate of wage which has been ruling in thelabor
market still maintained ? It cannot bedenied that one willing
immigrant, who payshis own passaue, and conies prepared to
fight the battle of colonial life, i? far preferable to a dozen
such as wehave been receiving, people who come with the
idea that NewZealandi.° aperfect Elysium, wheretheir wants
will be administered to, and their comforts studied. The
falserepresentationsand glowing pictures which have been
thebait whichallured fromtheir homes many of those who
now seek assistance, are bearing their bitter fruits; and
there are hundreds in our midst who would feel heartily
thankful were theylandedon their native shore3in no better
condition than they are at present.

Itwas statedby more than one speaker at the meeting,
that direct promises had been held out to them as an induce-
ment toemigrate that the New Zealand Government would
guarantee employmentat from Bs. to 10s. per day; and in
the face of such representations,it would be a gross breach
of faithwere their necessities taken advantage of during the
presentoverstocked state of the labor market. We trust,
then, that the Provincial Government, inproviding the much-
neededemployment, will exercise due care that a fair day's
work shall securea fxir day's wage,so that those who are so
employedmay earn the reward of honest industry, and not
eat the bread of charity.
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