
On Monday last, the Hon. Mr. "Vogel gave notice, in the
House of Representatives,thathe would move the three fal-
lowingresolutions :—l.:

— 1. That,considering the alteredcircum-
stantes of theColony, it is desirable that the Provinces of
the Noith Island should be abolished ; 2. That Wellington
should be made the seat of Government ; 3. That the land
revenueshould be made a localrevenue, according to what is
known as the Compactof 1856; and that Governmentshall,
during the recess, considerhow best to give effect to these
resolutions.

As to the first and third of these resolutions, there is, we
believe, verylittlediversity of opinion throughout the colony.
Provincial officials will, of course, raise objections, and give
strenuous opposition;but apart from these,therewillbe very
few indeedopposedto the abolition of the Provinces of the
North Island:and in the middleIsland,none to the disposal
of the land revenueaccording to the Compact of 1856.

Withregard to the second resolution, the case, however, is
very different. As far as we have been able to ascertain, the
Colony as a whole does not wish that Wellingtonshould re-
main the seat "of Government. The present arrangement is
looked upon as merely provisional. With one exception,
Wellington,it is said,has nothing to recommend it as the
seat of Government. Itis central,and that is all. At this
stageof the question we donot care to giveour own opinion.
But wemay testify to the existence of a public opinion un-
favorable to theclaims of Wellington.

Many think Wellington a mostunsuitable site for a city
at all,and that, wereitnot for its excellent harbor, it would
never attainto more than the dimensions of a small port.
Thereis verylittlelevelground in the neighborhood, and the
placeis very liable to earthquakes. The present Parliament
Houses, the Governor's residence, allthepublic offices, all the
warehouses,<fee, arebuilt of wood. In fact, the place is a
heapof sticks;no otherkind of building materials can be
used, and a fire ona windy day might lay the entire city in
ruin and destroyalltherecordsof theColony.

But then itmay be said,and withsome show of proba-
bility, that earthquakeshave notbeen lately as frequentor as

EMPLOYMENT IN OTAGO.

The meeting held in the Athenaeum last week by the un-
employed to proclaim their grievancesandprotest against the
conduct of the Government with regard to immigration,by
calling on the authorities to take some action on their behalf,
has alreadyborne its fruit, and lias beeu productiveof good
results. In the early part of this week anotification ap-
pearedin the daily papers announcing- that employment for
the newly arrived and unemployed immigrants would be
found temporarily by the Provincial Government. The
notice concluded by saying that application was to be made
personally, when the names of those willing to accept em-
ploymenton the Government term wouldbe taken. This is
of course,so far satisfactory,inasmuch as it providesthe means
of assisting those whose necessities are absolute, and whose
conditions are such as to make work of any nature, or at any
rate, mostacceptable;but is it calculated to bear out the
flatteringpictures drawn of N"ew Zealand in the old country ?Desirable, as the work may be, and acceptable,as nodoubt it
will be to many

—
no matter whatmay be the terms on which

it is offered— it willbe given only as a matter o'" necessity "
and the very fact of the Government being compelledto take
sucha step is the very strongest condemnationof the system
of immigrationwhich has been carried ou. Indeed, those
persons who hold the opiniou— and theyare far from few
that the immigrationpolicy which has been inoperation was
adopted with the view of flooding the labormarket, so as to
make the acceptance of the lowest wagea matter of absolute
necessity,-and to leave it in the power of employersof labor
to dictate their own terms, have good grounds for the argu-
ments they urge. The plea under which the Government
has sought to shelter itself in stating that it has nothitherto
provided employment through a delicacy in entering into
competitionwithprivate employers of labor isuntenable and
unsound,and we hold that the Government hail a perfect
right to make use of th« labor at its command for the
carrying out of the pubiic works of the Colony, indepen-
dently altogetherof the iffect it might have onprivate n^hts
or interests. We ha/cbefore nowalludeItoasun of m> uty
votedsome timesince for reclamat onpurposes, ani which wj

suppose isat presentavailable. We ask, therefore, now that
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terribleas formerly; that it is not unlikely they may cease
altogether, and thatafteralittle,permanentstructures of stone
and brickmaybe erected. At all events, it is to be hopedit
may be so.

"We look forwardto the debate on theseresolutions with
verygreatinterest;butour opinionis that, for thepresent,the
House ought torest contented with merely discussing them,
and shouldnot come to any definite decisionon them. The
proposals of the Premier are veryimportant;and thepresentParliament, which was elected without any view as to the
decision of them,oughtnot,wethink, toundertake topasseven
resolutions in reference to them. No doubt Parliament is
competent to settlethe questions now,but it wouldbe hardly
constitutional for it to do so.

Again, it appeirs to us that before coming to any decisionon these resolutions, the Parliament ought to settle another
questionas anecessary preliminary. Colonists are not at
present fairly representedin the House of Assembly, and a
readjustment of Electoral Districts is required. Nothing is
of greater importance when dealing with organic changes,
suchas these resolutions propose, than to bring real public

iopinion tobearupon them. Inths House of Representatives,
heads only are counted, and consequently the member who
representsa hundredand fifty electors is worth as much in a
division as one who represents two thousand. For examph,
Marlborough or Taranaki, with about six thousand people
each, has twice as muchvoting power as Dunedin,with her20,000 active, intelligent and energetic citizens, or as the
importantCity of Ohristchurch.

It seems, therefore,only reasonable that until the repre-
sentation of the entireColonyis readjusted,Parliament ought
not to decide, evenby way of resolutions such as the Premier
has givennotice of, such very important questions as those
involved in tliem. Let thequestions befairlyput before the
people,andlet the people be reallyrepresented. Undersuch,
circumstances the voice of the Colony couldbe reallyknown;
and the decision thus arrived at would be satisfactory and
lasting,becauseit wouldbe indeed the decision of the coun-
try,

—
not of cliques or cabals, or of people merely locally

interested.
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MASONIC HALL.

FRIDAY, AUGUST 21st, 1874.
T7OCAL AND INSTRUMENTAL CONCERT, IN AID OF ST> JOSEPH'S SOEOOL.

PBOGUIAMME '.'
PartI.

Overture ... ... * ... ... Orchestra
Glee ... "Hail to the Chief" ... Company
Song ... "I'llMeet Thee at theLane

" ... Mr Griffin
Recitation ... "

Bernadode Carpio" ... Mr Dssmond
Song ... "

Alas!Those Chimes
" ... Mrs Connor

Piano Solo ... ... ... ... Mr Sykes
Song ... ... ... ... Mr C.Cornish
Duett ... "Lißt to the Convent Bells

"
...MrsConnorand

Miss Hesford
Song ... "Half Mast High" ... Mr R,.Carroll
Reading :.,

"The Street of Bye-and-Bye
" ... MrJ. Perrin|

Song ... ... ... ... Mr Loughnan

Intebvai.op Ten Minotes.

Overture ... ... ... ..- Orchestra
Glee ... "See Our Oars

" ... Company
Recitation . "Misadventures at Margate

" .. Master Scanlan
Ballad «. ... ... ... Mr O. Cornish
Song ... "Let usbe Happy

" ... MissHesford
Song ... "

Bay of Biscay
" ... Mr Fraser

Reading ... "BeautifulSnow
" ... MrBunny

Violin Solo ... Fantasia on Favorite Airs Mr J.O'Conneil
Duet ... "

Wind and the Harp" Mr and Mrs Connor
Song ... "Happy Moments" ... Mr Griffen
FluteDuett ... "IKnow aBank" ... Messrs. G.

Wright andii. Hogg
Reading ... "Virginia"{Macaulay).,. MrDonnelly
Song "Rocked in theCradleof theDeep"... MrR. Carroll

Finals
—

God SaveThe Queen!
Doors openat 7.30. Concert commences at 8. Tickets:Reserved

Seats 3s;Body ofHall 2s.
J.PERRIN, Hon.Sec.


