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wiIhiIn X P\lllg behavioura8well as that of all the faithful Itwill be seen that the nature of the chastisement whichisVo Secede«'it PI? 6"-Tfc Tcified« at least inco much of t"e7evSation*> A?! wThTn°led1ed fittiD? {°\ the Present to lav before the pub!iic. All willbe fully known when the causehas proceeded to it8 comJ.U*ioQ,and thehonorsof beatificationhavebeenawarded tohe\ whomwvu-kol,Pontiff has already declared Venerable. Bur!SthTJu Znature of the judgment and punishment which she foretold wastoevcrtake the persecutors andoppressors of the Church is not prJdselvdefined in any authoritative document, yet private indivMsEsp.ken of it,and, inparticular,one whose testimony is unquesHonable»»adyh er confidant D.Raffaeie Natali, to whom,undS7bedienceshe mace known all her revelations, and who God willed ehouH,v.uveher somany years. This scourge, he toldmany persons wasto be a supernatural darkness, whi*h was to orevail for threeda^duung whichbleteedcandles wouldalone give li»hr. 7

Itwill ali-eody liavebeen observed^in thepassages whichwe havequotedfrom the "
Analecta/ that during severaloonseoutii i»« £,«MariaBaw tlw worldeavelopediva dense andawful darkuesJfJ£m-
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fir7 "**? me of walls and timber« as if a Bpea*Bpea* edifice werecrumbling into fragments. As,however,theservant ofGodsaw manyallegorical figures and representationsin her sun, the questionwould?;li{Fem.aPwhethermoral or physical darkness were signified. Butif this vieion be identical with the onementionedby D.Raffaeie, thereiseveryreason for concluding that the latter is the correct reading of.theprophecy. Her confidant must have bad the beatopportunitiesmJSfc^fS" T*d ?nd heariDg her "Potions,and,indeed,themention ofblessed candles alone giving light seems toshow that thedarkness foretoldis to be real and sensible,not figurative. Wemayconsider it thereforeascertain that Anna Maria foretolda judgmentof three days darkness, and that, not only Because we have thetestimony of persons to whom D. Raffaeie confided the fact, butalsobecause P. Cahxte'sLife of the servant of God,in which this predic-toon is confidently attributed to her, hag (as he himself declaresinconnection with thissubject)be«n carefullyexaminedatRomeand pro-nounced tobe themost exactand conformableto theApostolicprocess**ofayhitherto<published. This favorable judgment, onemaynaturallyconclude, wouldcertainly not havebeen expressedhad he venturedonan assertion not borne out by her recorded and attestedprophecies,whicharereservedunder the seals of thesacred congregßtion ofRites,
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of by hi8 ownSuperior, the Generalof the Trinitarians and Postulatorof her owncause.
If,however,itmight be deemedrashpositively todecide that thepredicted darkness will be physical, it would be somethingmore thanrash toridicule the idea of suchan occurrencebeing preposterous andabsurd. Ihevery state of men's minds, soprone to regardany inter-vention of Godinhis material creation as a tilingout of date, ifnot aspecies ofimpossibility, renders it perhaps the more likely thatGodnas reserved such a judgment as a lesson ta the present soepticat

generation. Some remarks to this effect made by M.Amed6jNisolas,a Ifrench avocai, in a late publication, appears to be much to thepoint. "
True itis,' he says, " thatmeneverywherelaugh at the ideaot such an eventoccurring, andregard itas a dream:so they laughed

at the deluge during the hundred years that Noe was employed inconstructing the ark. As for me, Ido not affirm that the darknessforetold will be physical darkness; but ft does seem tome that the
u
8
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8U J-7 Berious for men to abstain from scoffing at it jandbothhistory andScriptureprophecy as well as the state of mind'sat thepresent epoch, may well justify apprehensionson this subject.Seeing that three dayg of physical darkness occurred inEgypt, itfol-

lows that wemayhave ihe sameagainin our time;lor ifa thing hasonce been, wemust conclude that itcanbe. The Apocalypse, at the
openingof the sixth seal, seems to me to predict darkness, when itsays that suddenly there shall be a great earthquake,and that

"
thesunshall becomeblack as .ackcloth of hair;" andif wehavearrivedat this periodin the durationof the world,how shall webe able toseewhenthe sungivesno light P» (We shallbeindarkness.)

'
The erronandcorruption of menare at the present time deeper than those ofJSgypt mPharaoh's days; atheism and materialism reign supremeamongthemasses. Anevent partially divine is needed, inorder thatpeople should return to a belief in the existence of God and thespiritual world. Now this darkness would be anirrefragableproof,to which there couldbenoreply;and thoreforeitis moreopportuneand more.necessary than that of Egypt. The same 6thchapter of theApocalypse,renewingapredictionalready utteredby theprophetIsaias,announces that

"
the kings of the earth, and the princes, and thetribunes, and the rich, and the strong, and every bondman,

and every freeman" Bhall be seized with roch dread on witnessingthis cataclysmof nature, that they shall hide themselves" in the densandin the rocks andmountains," and say to themountains aiid therocks," fall uponus, and hide us from the face of him that sittethuponthethrone,and from the wrath of theLamb;for the greatdayof their wrathiscome, and who shall be able tostandP' This hor-rible scenedoes notbelong to the convulsions atthe endof the world,for it is followed by a great religious renewal;it does not refer tothe judgment of the- dead,but to a sort of judgment of the living,which may be signified by those words of David:
"

Judicabit innationibut, implebit ruinasS' And what fact could occur which wouldstrikesuch great terror ? And if its results should be the conversionof the worldto Jesus Christ, wouldit not be a great blessing for ourhumanrace, so widely gone astray, and ought itnot tobe desired and
earnestly begged of God by those who desire that His name should behallowed,His kingdom come, and His will be done earth- asitis ivheaven?'

Three centuries ago the Ottoman Empire was in Ml vigor.
From its capital of Constantinople ifcj seemed desirous- of ruling the-world. Christendom and civilization were about to be subjected to
the rub of the Oriental. Asia, Egypt, and Africa were under it*
sway,andmany provinces of Europehad already bowed downbefore
the armies whichmarched to>victory uuder thebanner of the Crescent.The fleets of the Turk hoveredaround the coasts of Italy,and threat!enedMalta, while they hadfiree course on the confines «f the lonic,
Adriatic, and MediterraneanSeas.. In this serious moment, whejj
dauger filled the air, and when the greatest effort was demanded, tha*Sovereign Pontiff Pius V., was found eqjua.l to the occasion. TheSpaniards and the Italians united their forces. Venicesupplied121
ship3or galleys in a total of 243, and a force of 41.0J0 betweensoldiers, marines androvers. Spain 51 ships- and 15\900 men j the-remainder, 27,020 men, were supplied by the Pope and tke other
Statusof Italy. On the7thof October, 1571, the Battle of Lepanto
Jecided the fate of Western civilization. By this- great Christian
victory the OttomanPower was shaken to its basis, andChristendom
saved from the evil rule of Mahotaetauisin. No wonder, therefore,
that thememory of this Popo, who preserved for Europe the glorious
heritageof the Faith,should be a memory dear to Pius IX.and the-
Catholic world. Every individual rejoioiiig iv themmc of Christian;
ha* cause tobless the memory an>l be gnteful for the groat act oflit.
Pius V, Therefore,the atliof Mi*y>i*a- specul festivalin.Rome*.
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