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A REMARKABLE CHAPTER.

TEE following is taken from = recently published life, in English, of
the Venerable servant of the Lord, Anna Maria Taigi. The process,
with a view to the canonization of this holy woman, was commenced
some years ago, bub it has net yet got beyond the first stage. She has,
however, been officially—that is juridically—deolared ‘Venerable,
But this implies no more than that the fame of her anuctity had been
duly proved before the Congregation of Rites, the proper tribunal in
such cages. The official documents containing an account of the pro-
ecess o far, and the sworn testimony of tha several witneeses examined
on the occasion, have mot been yet published ; nor will they till her
Bentification, should such ever take placa. For the statements, thera-
fore, given below, thera is no authority beyond ordinary historical
evidence. The Church is in no way commiiled te these statements.
People, consequently, ore free to refeck or aecept thom aceording to the
value they place upon the evidence in support of them. Anna Muria
Taigi was born in Sjenna, but brought up in Home, whare abe received
such education as usually fulls to the lot of very poor people, and
where she married when about twenty years of age. Her husband
was like horself—poor; a servant of the House of Chigi. 8he could
read and write, but was illiterate, Her life, however, was heroic in
the practice of all Christian virtues, as hos been amply proved by the
clearest testimony. She died in 1837, vine years before the election
of Pius IX,
PROPHECIES CONCERNING PIVS IX. AXD HIS REIGN.

Amna Maria survived the elsction of Gregory XVI, only six

. gyears; dying in 1837, nine years before Pius I1X. was chesen to £ill
the See of Peter. She had seen, however, all the events of his Pontifi~
cate in the mysterious sun, but for the present theee details, though
recorded in the Processes, ave not given to the public; it becomes
nezessary, therefore, to test the evidences of those which are eurrently
reported. Subjected to this test, many of them will be found to rest
upen eatisfactory authority. We shall devote this ch apter to recording
what has travspired of most intereat coucerning this, te us, the most
iateresting portion of her prophecies, limiting ourselves to those which
chd be referred with mont certainty to the Venerable Servaut of

od.

i

. Mgr. Luquet gives the following particulars as communicated o
him, during the early daye of Pins IX, by an estimable priest in whom
Anns Maris had the greatest confidence, and who also attested the
sume in writing, ‘She spoke,’ says Mg, Luquet, ‘ one day to this
same priest of the persecution which the Church was to undergo.
8he foratold what impious men would do at Rome, as we have ua.
happily seen verified ; and she particalarised what Lo who conducted
the bark of Poter would have to suffer. Wisghing to know who thia Pon-
#ff would be, the priest asked her if he was then among the Cardinals ;
she replied that he was not, but that ha was a humble priest not at
that time in the Pountifical Statea, but in & very distant country. And,
in fact, the Abate Mastni was 8 simple priest attached at thag period
to the Nunciatura in Chili. Anns Mariz deacribed the future Pontiff:
she said that he would be elocted in an extraordinary manner; that
he would introduce reforms ; that, if mon were grateful for them, the
Lord would losd them with blessings ; but that, if they abused them,
is all-poweriul arm would inflies heavy chastisements upon them
the eaid that this Poni3f, chosen according to Lhe Heart of Grod, would
Le nesisted by him with very spocial lights ; that his name would be
4 mous throughout the world, and applanded by the people ; that the
Turk himself would venerste him, and send to compliment him. She
5 id that he was the hely Pontiff destined to bear the rage of the
t mpest which waas io be let looss against the bark of Potor; that the
= 1 of God should sustain him, and defend him against the impious, who
should be humbled and coufounded ; and that in the end he would
have the gift of miracled, and that the Church, after painful vicissi-
{udes, would obtain so glorious s triumph, that the world would be

a-ounded.’ 8o far Mpgr. Luguet, writing sbove twenty years sgo.

‘We have slready refeered, on the anthority of extracts from the
Processes, to the signal trinmph which she predicted would follow the
persecutions of the Church.  Cardinal Fedioini records a divine com-
munication on this subject which the servant of God recerved, but, as

p Quoted in the ¢ Analecta,’ many gaps have been left unfilled. She was
at the time praying fervently and sheddiug abundant tears, offering
her paine and sufferings for the conversion of sinners, that sin might
be benished from the world, and God become known oud loved. The
Lord,’ he writes, *was pleased to manifest to her the drendfal sins of
peisons of all classes, and how highly He was offended by them. At
this sight she felt a poignant sorrow, and enid, sighing, “ O'my Beloved,
how can 80 grent disaster be remedied Then it was snid to her in
rply, “ My daughter, My spouse, My Father and I will remed ¥ all,
Aiter the chastisement . . , the survivors will act thus,” J
This omission iz naturally supplied by what is elsowhere asserted, that
8i & saw crowds of heretios returning to the bosom of the Church, and
beheld their edifying behaviour ss well as that of all the faithful. T¢
will be seen that the natare of the choatisement which is to preceds
th.a happy time is not specified, at least in so much of the revelation
84 3§ hos been considered fitting for the present to lay befare the pub.
fie. All will be fully known when the cause has proceedsd to jts com-
wlt Yion, and the honors of bestifeation have been awarded to her whom
oy holy Pontiff hus already declared Veneruble. But, although the
nature of the judgment and punishment which she foretold was to
avertake the persecutors and oppressors of tha Church ie not precisely
i fined in any authoritative document, Fet privute individuals have
eps ken of it, and, in particular, ocne whose testimony js unguestionable,
wogcely, her confidant D. Raffusle Natali, to whom, under obedience,
ehe made known sll hey revelations, and who God willed should
suivive her 80 many years. This scourgze, he told wany persons, was
to be a supernutural darkress, whish was to prevail for three days,
dwing which blessed condles would alone give light,

It will alveady have been observed, in the passages which we have
quoted from the * Avalecta,” that during several consecutive days Anna
Marin. saw the woxld eaveloped in o dense and awiul darkuess, accow-

panied by the falling of walls and timber, as if & great edifics were
erurbling into fragments, As, howaever, the servant of Grod saw many
allegorical figures and Topresentativns in hier sun, the question would
8till remain whether moral or physical darkness were signified. Bub
if this vision be identical with tho one mentioned by D. Raffaele, there
is every reason for concluding that the latter is the correct reading of.
the prophecy, Her confidant must have bad the beat opportunities
of knowing her mind and hearing her explanations, and, indead, the
mention of blessed eandles alone giving light scems to show that the
darkness foretold is to be real and seosible, uot figurative, We may
consider it therefore as certain that Auna Maris foretcld a Judgment
of three days' darkness, and that, not only because we have the
testimeny of persons to whom D). Raffuele confided the fact, but alsg
because P. Calixte’s Life of the servant of God, in which this predice
tion is confidently attributed to her, has {as he himself declares in
connection with this subject} besn carefally examined at Rome and pro-
nounced to be the most exact and eonformable to the Apostolic processas
of any hitherto published. This favorable judgment, one may naturally
couclude, would certainly not have besn expressed bad he ventured on
an assortion not borne out by her reeorded and attestod prophecies,
which are reserved under the seals of the sacred congregution of Rites.
We may add that P. Calixte’s work was approved of by his own
Superior, the Gleneral of the Trinitarians amd Postulator of her own
cause.

If, however, it might be deemed rash positively to decide that the
predicted darkness will be physical, it would be something more than
rash to ridicule the idea of such an ocontrence being preposterons and
absurd. The very atate of men's miads, 80 prone to regard any inter-
vention of God in his waterial orention as a thing out of date, if not a
speeies of impossibility, renders it perhaps the more likely that God
has reserved such s judgment as & leason to the present soeptical
generation. Bome remarks to this effect made by M. Amédés Nizolas,
8 Froncl avocet, in o late publication, appenrs to be much to the
point. *True it is,’ he says, * that men everywhers laugh at the idea
of such an event occurring, and regard 3t as a dream : so they laughed
at the deluge during the hundred years that Noe was employed in
comstructing the ark. As for me, I do not afivm thot the darkness
foretold will be physical darkness; but 7 does seem to me that the
sabjeet is puficiently serions for wzen to abstain from scoffing at itz
and both listory and Scripture prophecy as well as the atate of minds
8t the present epoch, may well justify apprehensions on this subject.
Seeing that three days of physical darkness oceurred in Egypt, it fol-
lows that we may have the same again in eur time ; for if'a thing has
once been, we must conclude that it can be. The Apoculypse, at the
opening of the sixth seal, seems to me to predict darkness, when it
aays that suddenly there shall ba a great earthquake, and thas * the
sun shall become binck as sackeloth of hair ;" and if we have mrrived
at this period in the duration of the world, how shall we be able to see
wheu the sun gives no light # (We shull bein darkness.) *The errors
and corruption of men are at the present time deeper than those of
Egyps in Pharaok's days; atheism and materialism reig supreme
dmong the masses, An event pactinlly divine is needed, in order that
poople should return to a beliof in the existence of God snd the
spiritual world. Now this darkness would be an trrefragable proof;
to which there could be no reply; and thorefors it is more opportune
and more necessary than that of Egypt. The eame 6th chapter of fhe
Apocnlypae, renewing a prediction already uttered by the prophet Isaias,
ennounces that *'the kinge of the earth, and the princes, and the
tribunes, and the rich, snd the stromg, and every bondman,
and every freeman™ shall be seized with such dread on witnessing
this cataclysm of nature, that they shall hide themselves in the dens
ond in the rocks and mountaine,” snd say to the mountaing and the
rocke, * fall upon us, and hide us from the face of him that sitteth
upon the throne, snd from the wrath of the Lamb ; for the great day
o? their wrath is come, and whe shall be able to atard »” This hor-
tille soene does not belong to the convulsions at the end of the world,
for it is followed by o great religions renewal; it does not refer to
the judgment of the dead, but to & sort of £ju.tilgn_:a:.ﬂ‘. of thfa hymg.
which may be signified by those words of David: © Judicabit in
nalionibue, implebit ruinas”  And what fact could oceur which wonld
sbrike suoh great terror P And if its results should be the _conversion
of the world to Jesus Christ, would it not be a great blessing for our
Buman race, a0 widely gone astray, and ought it not o be desired and
earnestly begged of God by those who desire that His name should be
hallowed, His kingdom come, snd His will be doue earth as it is in
heaven P’

Three centuries ago the Ottoman Empire was in full viger.
Frow its cepital of Constantinople it] ssemed desirous of ruling the
world. Christendom and civilization were about to be sabjected to
the rule of the OUriental. .Asia, Egypt, and Africa were under its
sway, and many provinces of Europe bad already bowed down befors
the armies whicl marched to victory under the bauner of the Orescent,
The fleets of the Turk hovered around the cousts of Italy, and threat-
onod Malta, while they had free course on the confines ef the Yonia,
Adviatic, and Mediterranvan Seas. In this serious wmoment, whep
danger filled the air, aud when the grestest effort was demauded, the
Sov:reign Poutiff, Pins ¥., was found el_;,u.:s.l to the occasion. The
8paniards and the Itslizes united their forces. Venice suppliad 121
ships ov galleys in a total of 24.“5, a.l_rd a force of 41,000 betwean
soldiers, marines and rowera. Spain 51 shups and 15900 men; 1the-
remainder, 27,020 mnen, were sapplied by the Pope and the otlier
States of [taly. On tha 7th of Ootober, 1571, the Battle of Lapaato
decidod the fute of Wosteru civilization. By this great Christina
victory the Ottoman Power wus shaken to its busis, nod Christendany
saved from the evil rule of Mahowetanism. No wonder, thenufpra,
that the memory of this Pops, who preserved for Burope the glorious
heritage of the faith, should be a wemory flo.u‘ to Piua IX, and the
Catholic world. Evory individual rejvicizig in the nime of Ouristinm |
has eause to bless the momory and be gritoful for the graat act of de.
Pias ¥, Thevefore, tha Gth of Muy, is n spacia! Eestival in Rowe.,



