
The Speeadop theEnglish Language.—lnoti c one strikingchange inEgypt. This is the astonishing spread of the English lan-
guage within the last twenty years,resulting both from thenumbers of
English and American travellers who visit the liast, and the use of
the language by travellers of others nationalties. French, which until
"within the last few years wns indispensable,hasbeen slowly fading into
the back ground, andis already less available than English for Italy
and all the Orient. Iwas a little surprised inRome at beingaccosted
by anative boot-black with " Shine up your boots ?

"
In Naples,

every peddlarofcanes,coral, photographs,andshell-fish knows at least
enough to make agood bargain;but this isnothingto whatonemeets inEgypt.Thebright-wittedboyslearn the languagewithamazing rapidity,
and are so apt at guessing what they do not literally understand, that
the traveller no longer requiresan interpreter. At the base of Pom-
pey'spillar, to-day, a ragged and dirty little girl cume out of a fellah
hut and followedus,crying,

"
Give me ha'penny!" All the coach-

men and most ofthe shop-keepersare familiar with the words neces-
sary for their business, and prefer to use them, even after they see that
you are acquainted with Italian or Arabio. The simple, natural
structure of theEnglish language undoubtedly contributes also to its
extension. Itis already the leading language in the world, spuken byninety millions of people (double the number of theFreuch-speaking
races), and so extending its conquests year by year that its practical
value is in advance of thab of any other tongue.— '

Bayard Taylor's
Letters.'

"EnlightenedEnglishman"— Described by Themsbxtes
Those who read English papers are continually told about the
wretchedness anddepravity of the "low Irish." Letus souhow the
low English compare with them. In an article entitled "The VilestSpecimens of Humanity,"a correspondent of the

'
Manchester Guar-dian,' describing the roughs of Lancashire, says:

— "To my mind thoLancashire rough of theBoltonand Blackburn districts is the vilest
specimenof humanity on the face of the earth; indeed, he would
disgrace the lowest order of animals, and Ithink a cannibal or an
Ashantee is a perfect gentleman compared to one of them. The
villains never seem to think thatkicking with the sort of clogs on they
wear, is not one whit better than fighting with iron gloves,orarmed
withspikes; andIdare aay even they would admit that this was
rather toomuch of a good thing. There is nothing in ihe shape of
bodily suffering so repulsiveto my mind as the blows givenby these
vile brutes by their clogs, and Ishould infinitely prefer a bullet
through my head to undergoing the treatment to which they often
subject each other, and even their poor wives."

Cpbiosities op Language.— The Hindoos are said to have no
wordfor

"
friend.'' TheItalians have no equivalent for our

" hu-
mility." The Russian dictionary gives a word, the definition of whichis,"not tohaveenough buttons on your footman's waistcoat j" the
secondis, "tokilloveragain;" a third, "to earn by danciug." The
Germans call a thimble a " finger-hat," which it certainly is, and a
grasshopper a

"
hay horse." A glove with them is a

"
hand shoe,"

■howingthat they wore shoes before gloves. The French, strange to
lay,havenoverb "

to stand,"norcanaFrenchmanspeakot
"

kicking"
any one. The nearest approachhe, inhis politeuess,makes to it is ta
threaten to

"
give ablow with his foot," the same thing, probably, to

the recipientin either case, but it seems to want the energy, the
directness of our

""
kick." The terms," upstairs,"and "downstairs,"

areunknowninFrench.
Tub Deposition op the Abchbiehop op Posen.— The 'Kurger

Paznanski
'publishesan article upon the impriionment anddeposition

from office of Mgr. Count Ledochowski, Archbishop cf Gnesen and
Posen, from which the following extractsare taken:

"
What willnow

become of all our ecclesiastical affairs ? Perhaps the Government,
confident of its superior power and the forbearance of theLegislature,
will take some precautionary measures without waiting for theresult
of the decision of theLundtag on the bills to supplement the ecclesi-
astical laws of last May now before it, and introduce certain restric-
tions, which it will subsequently try to justify by pointing out their
urgentnecessity. But, no matter what happens,our course is clear
andstraight,and there is nodoubt about what is duty. We will con-
tinue to give to Cfflsar what is Caesar's, but we will also faithfullyand
firmlygivetoGod whatis God's. At this momentour first thought turns
again to our imprisoned Archbishop, who, in spite of his confinement
behind thebars of tne gaol, is greater than his adversaries, who are
surroundedby the glitter of worldly power. They wish to tear from
him the character of the Divine mission which Holy Writ has im-
pressedupon him. Vain efforts! They may crush him, but tohis
last breath he will remain whathe is;and the faithful willne^er cease
torecognise and venerate in him the successor of the Apostles— the
pastor to whom the Vicar of Christ has entrustedhis flock."

Mb Gladstone,it is said, rarely writes anything with his ownhand, the gift of spontaneous composition, like MrLowe's, amounting
to improvisation. His treatise upon the Greek drama is dictated
from a few notes to a staff of shorthand writers, who visit the right
hon. gentleman every morning, taking

" turns," as they do in the"" Gallery," andpassing them on to theprinter in thecourse ofthe day.
Thb Conscbipiion in Feance.— Last year from about 300,000

youngmenpassing the examination for recruiting the army, 16,1)00
were discharged onaccount of having lost their brothers, or having
been wounded in the war; 11,400 as being sons or grandsons of
widows, or of people aboveseventy yearsof age;1600 as elder bro-
thers or orphans;16,000 »6 not being strong enough;10,000 through
lameness;8,000 from not being tall enough;3,000 for defects in the
eyes;2,000from having bad teeth;1,000 for being mutes, 1200 as
epileptics, 600 as deaf, 80 on account of blindness, 1,000 through
phthisis;inall 89,000 were rejected.

These are three kinds of cheques. A cheque to bearer, the
banker is bound to pay over the counter by whomsoavor presented.
A cheque toorder he is bound topay in like manner, \£ endorsedby
the person to whose order itis payable. A crossed cheque he must
pay,not overthe counter, butonlj toa banker. To cross a cheque
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however, it is not enough to draw two lines, the word's" "andCo."must be written between the lines— a fact of which many people arenot aware.

The Six Largest Steambhs.— The six largest steamers in theworld are:the GroatEastern,owned by the InternationalTelegraphConstruction find Maintenance Company, 674 feet lonsr,77 feet broad "
the City of Pekin,lately launched in theDela waveriver,Pacific Steam*NavigationCompany. 6000 ton.", 423 feet long, 48 feet broad; theLigurin, thePacific Steam Navigation Company, 4,820 tons, 460 feetlong, 45 feet broad;theBritannia, White Star Company, 4,700 toni,455 feet lon/;, 45 feet broad; the City of Richmond, Inman, 4,600*
tons, 453* feet long, 45 feet broad;aud the Bothnia, Cunard, 4,500tons, 425 feet long, 42£ feet broad.

Railwaysand Population.— In the population of the world,China stands first with425,213,152 ;theBritish Empire, second, with199,817,000 ;and Russia, third, with 82,172,000. The U/iiteJ States
are fifth. Indensity of population, Belgium comes first, with 451
persons to the square mile ;England is next with 389. Belgium,1mile of railway to six square miles of territory j Great Hritain has 1
to 8 square milas;and theUnited States are eleventh, witli Ito 56.Of electric telegraphs, Great Britain lus 1mile to every4 miles ofterritory;Belgium Ito5, and theUnited States, Ito36.

GENERAL NEWS.
According- toa return just issued, there are at thepresent time185peers of Ireland: viz., 2 dukes, 11 marquises,66 earls, 38 viscountsand 68 barons, and that at thepassing of.the Acb ofUnion there were211peers of Ireland— viz.,1duke, 5 marquises,77 earls, 58 viscountsand 70 barons. Since the Union 75 Irish peeragei have becomeextinctand61peers of Irelandhavebeen created oeersof theUnitedKingdon. Of the existiug 185 Irish peers, 80 are also peers of Eng-land, Great Britain or the UnitedKingdom, and28 are representativelords, thus leaving 77 as the number ofIrish peers without seata.The 'Tuam News' has the following:—

"
A little fellow inDurrythe other day having caught amouse ina trap, laughinglyheld up thetrap and shook itin his companion's face. The mouse, makinga sud-den spring, freeditself, and seeing the open mouth of the companionboy leuped into if,and p.issedon down his throat. The lad seems tosuffer inno way from the accident, though he avers he felt themousebiting him as it passeddown his throat.

Brooklynhas a Catholic Newsboys' ITome, where over onehun-dred little fellows are protected and cared for. Itis under thepro-
tection of the St. Vincent de Paul's Society. The board isexcellent,the dormitories are specimens of neatness, the gymnasiumaperfectboys' paradise, the school (from 8 to 9 p.m.) cannot be beat, and theboys never swear nor use vulgar language. Each boy has a littlepigeon-hole wardrobe for himaelf, withthe key in his own custody.MrFish, the Secretary of State, hasmade a suggestion that a lawshouldbe passed to return immigrant paupers, vagabonds, and con-victs landing in the United States by the same vessels whichbrin»them, andheavily fining the companies to which these vessels belong"

Itis telegraphed fromNew York that the Government of Guato-nvila has granted theBritishVice-Consul, MrMagee, £10,000 as com-pensationfor the outrage inflicted upon him by ColonelGonzalezatSt. Jose
The vexedquestionofpreoeedenceamong thePrincesses atCourtwhich has given rise to so much gossip and contradictory r«porta, has

now been satisfactorily settled. Inasmuch as theDuke ofEdinburgh,
heir apparentto the Principality of Coburg Gotba, the Duchess will
take precedence immediately after the Princess of Wales. The Lon-
don correspondent of the 'Western Morning News

'
gives anew ex-planationof the causeof the absence of the Duchess of Edinburgh

from Beveraldrawing-rooms lately. There is not roomo-i the dais for
all themembers of the Koyal Family who hare been present;and
twice theDuke of Teck had to stand in the rear out of sight,behindthe rest of the royalpersonages. TheDuchess of Edinburgh not being
fond of State ceremonials, and having noticed this state of things,
begged Her Majesty's permission to be excused from, such frequent;
attendance at drawing-rooms as is generally considered necessary,and
her request was granted.

Aninstrument for obtaining the altitude of the sua has recently
been discovered under a stone near the harbor of Valencia, County
Kerry. When discovered it wns enclosed in a case, which, onbeingtouched, fell to pieces. The graduations were very carefully and
accurately made,but there was no makers nameor date. The instru-
ment wasof a most primitive kind, being intended to be suspended
from the observer's thumb while he made the observation;andno
such instrument has been used for the last two hundred and fifty
yearsor more. Two ships of the Spauish Armada areknown to have
been wreckednear Valencia,andit may have belonged to oneof them.

The Key.Henry Ward Beecher, in one of his recentsermons in
Plymouth Church, said, according to the report in the'Tribune':—"Average the churches of New York and Brooklyn,andIthink itcan
be shown that the aristocratic or prosperous element takes possession
of the churches, and that thegreat needy classes, or thepoor, if they
go to them at all, do not go to them as a home, because tne churches
do not satisfy their wants and cravings. The churches are not as
demooratio as they aro in Europe. They are, largely, institutions for
the mutual insurance of prosperous families (laughter)." MrBeecher
does say smart things now and then;aud it id refreshing to see that
no severe rule of respeot for the place or the worshipkeeps the con-
gregation of Plymouth froia "

laughter." Of course, MrBeeeher,in
speaking of

"
the churches of New York,"didnot include theCatho-

lio Churches.
A revolving cannonwas fired atPrince Edward of Saxe-Weimar

whenhe wasstepping into his carriage to attend the levee. No injury
-was inflicted. The assassin escaped at the time, but was afterwads
captured. Heprovedto be a crazed Pole,who adoptedthis coarse to
compel the attentionof the "War Office tohis invention,
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