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GENERAL NEWS.

Tas “Wellinzton ¢ Tribune® describes the mode of lighting the
lamps in taat city thus :— The lamp ligater riounts his horse and
gallops to a lamyi, stopa and stands upon his snddle, like a varitable
Ducvow, lights tav lamp, slides down his sest wnd galleps fo unother
post, where the same process is repeated, and so on from Te Aro te
Thorndon. No walking aud no ladder. Tuo town is lit up in an
incredibly short space of time. Much depend. upon the expertness of
the man and mors upon the troining of the Lio:ae, but both manage to
da their work excellently well.” '

* Phil,” weiting under the heading of “ On the Flags,” in ¢ Town
and Country,’ says :—* Lichhorne Gossip will never end. The Latost
discovery is thut Archur Orton was hung in Melbourne Graol, under
the name of Alfeed H. Jackaon, shoomaker, for highway robbery ab
Bacchus Marsh, in 1855, in conjunction with oue James Condon, the
victim being a person named Rutherford, whom they eased of £1500.
The individual who has made this statement is o prisoner named
Olark, who is now rusticating in the Ballarat Gaol. It appears the
A. H. Jackson mentioned wus Langed ns stated, and that the letters
A. H. were tattooed on his arm, I don't think there is anything in
the cenard.”

The population of Great Britain and Ireland at this time is stated
in the Register Gleneral's returns to be 82,412,000, or 600,000 more
than double the populaiion enumernted at the first census in 1801,
The population of Ireland in 1874, is only 84 000 wmora than in 1801,
The population of Scotlund in 1874 is 212,000 more than double the
population of 1B01. The population of England and Wales in 1874,
1s above 5,500,000 mare than double the population in 1801,

In England the National Church has 1,452,600 children in its
scheols ; the Noneonformists, 435,426 in theirs 3 the Catholics, 125,697,
and the Board-schools, 111,286. The ‘London Tablet’ is glad to
find that the percentage of the average attendanes is larger in the
Catholic than in any of the other echoola; and further, that in regard
to the results of the examination the highest percentage of passes in
the different slandards has been made by the Catholie schools, This
spenks very highly for the zeal of the clorgy in working up the average
attendance, and for the efficiency of the toachers.

The vew Bishop of Ballarat, Auatralia, the Right Rev, Michael
O’Connor, was consecrated on Sunday, May 17, by Cardinal Franchi,
The ceremony took place in the Chapal of the Propaganda, Rome, At
the same time and place were copsecrated Mgr Camillo Sorgente,
lately a Prior of the S3. Annuziata of Salerno, and now Avchbishop of
Qosenza ; and Father Antonio Maria Grasselli, now Bishop of Traps-
zopolis in partibus infidelium, and Viesr Apostolic of Moldavia,

The will and codicil, dated January 80, 1871, and Febroary 15,
1873, of Anne, Duchess Downger of Argyll, who died at No. 40, Rui-
land-gate, on Webruary 25 last, were proved on the 29th uls, by the
Very Rev. Jumes Spencer Northcote, IND., and David Lewis, the
oxecutors, the personnl estate beiug sworn under £25900. Tho
testatrix gives pecuniary legacies to he executors, sister, niece, and
servants ; to the Rev. Jonn Dobree Dalgairng, of the Oratory, Bromp-
ton, the income of £7,000 for lifs; at hiz death £8,000 is given to
certain members of the Convent of St. Dominie, Stone, Staffordshire,
Lord Walter Campbell is -appointed residuary legatoe. There sre
numerous specific legacies to the Duke of Argyll, the Marguis of
Lorne, and others; and she leaves all the contents of her chapel af
Rutland-gate, with the vestments, ornsments, candles-sticks, pictures,
chalice, relics, including her relic of the true Oross, set in o tortoise-
shell case inlaid with gold, and all the furniture thereof, to tho said
Rev. J. D. Dalgairns.

The * old folks” appear to be falling fast of lute,
lnat, Mr James Giodeo, an old veteran in his 92nd year,
the * Argue’) at his son’s residence, Clifton hill' In the exciting wap
times of Gleorge IIX. he was kidnapped by the “ presa-gangs” of thoss
days to serve in his Majesty’s navy. He servéd priacipally in the
Lion, 64 guns ; visited China, the Cape, Bombay, the Persian Gulf,
Javn, 8t, Heleon, &c., and recoived the silver medal and clasp for
services ut Java. Ho finally lof: the navy in 1815, and arrived in the
colony in 1858. A narrative of his eventfol life was publiched in
several of the colonial journals about twelve months ago. He resided
withZhis son, My Isaac Grodso, of Shirley House, aud was intorred in
the Melbourne Cemetery on Wednesday last, the Rev Calab Booth,
incumbent of All Saiuts, officiating. The old man was blind for the
left six years, but had good health, and all his other facultics were
unimpaired.

The leading Catholic and anti-Bismarckiau paper of Germany,
the * Germania,” in one of its last issues, reviews the results of the
elections to the British Parliament at some lengih, and
uaqualifiod satisfaction nt the accession of the Conser
power. After alluding to the observations inade by
his Aylesbury speech, on the anomaly of the maintenance of coercign,
in the sistet island and on the retnrn of Home Rulers en masse, the
¢ Germania’ goss on to gay :—“In all that Mr Disracli has to say with
respect to martisl law in Ireland we fuily concur ; but when Lo pro-
ceeds to designute the Home Rulers mes revolutionists and rabels he
lays himself open to flat contradiction. The Irish ave very little given
to revolationism ; less so, in fact, than any other natiqn—-decidcdly
iges than the English. Lot us but cite one fact in support of this pro-

osition. Although unheppy Ireland has hoen oppressed by the Xng-
ish conquerovs these seven hundred years, her very life blood been
sucked out and her so0il made into sn abode of misery ; although, owing
to the tyrannical Inws and administrative mensures of an alen govern-
ment which has no understanding for the faith and nationality of the
people, ax well as the merciless egotism of the ruling rage, unserupu-
lously seeking its own advantage in the impoverishment of the con-
quered, miilions and millions have been driven away from their beloved
green island, whilst those who remained behini dragged on an egig-
tence searcely worthy of human beiongs, under the supervision of
gaolers and tox-galhevers ; although, by reason of the wanfonncss and
injustice of the rulers, of the hard-heartedness and contempt of the
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men in posssssion, the distress and starvation of the disinherited, Ire-
"land might 1ave appesred as a soil specially fitted for the plantation of
the poisonois flower of Tnternationalism ; it is yeb certain that, whilst
in all the principal towns of the Brisish empire the Intornatiomal
Assooiution hns its byanolies—it has not one in Ireland. Surely the
Irish can never be ealled a nution of © rebels™ sad “ rovolutionists! ”

A candidate for the Baglish Parlinment said:— Taking the
ostimates of Mr Dudley Baxier, which is the most favorable to the
existing state of things, the poor pay £30,000,000 of taxation, loeal
and imperial on a very small margin of surplus income sbove that
needed fur supplying the bear necessities of life ; wheraas the rich pay
£60,000,000 of taxation, locsl and imperisl on & surplag income of
£400,000,000,

Father Lawlor, of 8t. Patrick’s Ohureh, Louisville,
visiting the saloons of that city
prietora to remove pictures of
not uncommen in such places,
suceesaful.

At the banquet given by the city of London to the chiefs of the
Ashantes expedition, Siv Garnet Wolseley, in replying to the tonst of
his health is reported to have said :—*Tha nilitary world of late years
hns been employed in disoussing many plans for campaigas on a large
ecale, and that without reference to England ; but it is a great bles-
eing to us that these little wars, such as those of Abyesinia and
Ashantee, teach us a lesson—that when we have seleoted goneral to
take command of an expedition, ib is necessary to trust him, to give
him whot he asks, to rely on him, snd, above all things, not to trammel
him. There was the mistake of the New Zealand war, and I trust no
ganeral will ever again be sent who is not intrusted with the charge of
the whole of the affairs connected with thé country into which he is
to advance. If I had had a civil .governor at my elbow or an smbas-
gador to control me in such things, I Brmly believe I should never
have reached Coomassie,”

The death is recorded of Dr Oharles James Fox, wha will long be
remombered for his unbounded kindness to the Catholie clergy of
London, and, we may even say of England. The late Dr. Fox not
only gavo his professional services gratuitously to every prieat, bat, in
former yoars, was in the habit of receiving into his house those cleries
who did not reside in the metropolis, and move esparialiy the students of
8t Edmund’s College. His generous kindness and able services were
deeply approciated, both by Bishop Ghriffiths sud Cardinal Wiseman,
the latter of whom expressed his sense of this fa o letter whiok is
gratefally treasured by the afilicted family. Dr. Fox was a most exem-
plary Oatholic, and closed & holy and suffering life by his death on
Tuesday last. We must not omit to add that Dr. Fox’s sorvices to the
clorgy wore acknowledged by Mis Holiness Pops Pius IX., who scab
him, at Curdinal Wisoman's request, a spacial Benediction.~—R. I. P.

Coneidarable interest has been excited in scientific circles in Auck-
land by the discovery, during the excavation of the Barrack Hill, of
the stump of a Ti tree, evidently many hundred years uader ground,
from the strata under which it was buried. The interest lies in the
evidence of the tree having been' cut by some instrumsnt, proved by
the surface, and by & spike of wood left standing ia the centre where
tke trunk had broken as it fell. The stump was upright when fouad,
and has been the subject ofs paper and discussion in the Auckiand
Lastitute, wheu the balance of opinion was in favor of its having been
cut down, and consequently of its throwing some little lizht on the
existence of the race of peopla in the North Island, whom the Maoris
by tradition say wers found when their ancestors first came from
Hawaii to New Zealand.

At the Middlesex Sessions, John Hdward Irving, whose name
appeared in the calendar as Boboert Roberts, & private m the Royal
Horse Avtillery, was charged with a series of singular fr_auds. The
prisoner went to the house of Dr Bherrin, who keeps a private school
in Leighton-crescent, Kentishtown, and told one of the assistants that
he was ono of the officers on the staff of Sir Glarnet Wolselay, and had
been sent by him to make arrangements with 10r Sherria as to receiv-
ing the two sons of Garnet on the following day. Hoe also represented
that he was a brother of Henry Ivving, the well-known actor, of the
Liyceaum Threatre. On Dr Sberrin’s retucn ho repeated the story, and
was not recognised, though he had praviously been A teacher in the
school. The prisoner left suddenly, taking with him a coat, and
naothing more was heard of him, The other frands were of an eganlly
ingenious chavacter, The prisoner pleaded guilty, and De'tecl.wa
Butcher gave the court a few pacticulars regarding the prisoner 8 past
career. He hind been n n student at Gluy's Hospital up to the time of
the death of his father, who had been the clergyman of 8t. Philip's
Church, Regent strest. Whilss stadying there ke and his broulier com-
mitted 5 robbery on tho Matropolitun Railway, wore tried at the
seasions of this court, and sentenced to six months’ imprisonmens. Ee
was afterwards & tulor in Dr Sherrin’s school, and ‘bhen a constable in
the Metropolitan Police Foree, but ten days after his admission he was
recognised at Marlborough FPolice-station by Detective Butcher, who
gave information of his conviction for felony, and he was imomediately
dismissed, ¥e then enlisted in fihe S_sohs' @Greys, was convictad again
of felony, sentonced to 168 duys’ imprisonment, and ordered to be dis-
missed from her Majesty’s service with ignominy. He aftewards en-
listed into the Royal Horse-Artillery, bub deserted shortly nfter ho had
joined, and then comumenced the carser of fraud of wl'uch thosa givea
are merely aamples.ﬁ Tho assistant judge ordered him to bs keptin

rvitude for five years.
Pem%?iee consumptbion gf alcoholie liguors in the Yaapeka Hospital
hos lately been the subject of some dissussion, A corrBSpondunlg of
the local paper, who sigos himseif * G-}‘mﬂer,” sayg ;—" Qom.mentmg
on the amount of money expended in grog for the patients of thae
Tuapeka Hospital, it appears as a glance that sixtesn sick men drank
four bundred poands worth of fermented figuors in the year; and to
speak pluinly there must be some good denkiag men 11 the instita-
tion. I noticed a bad Templac last aight atagsering along tne soreat,
and I at once settled in my mind that he was sick and had boen in the
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