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GENIUS AND CHARACTER OF THEIRISHPEOPLE.
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that inspiredPatrick to preacti the Gospel to thepeople of Irelandand inspired the Irish people toreceive themessageof Christianpeaceandlove fromhis mouth. The uexfc great point in the genius and.character of the Irish people is the bravery, and valor, andcouragethathavebeen tried upon a thousand fields;and, gloryto you, Ire-laud; Irish courage has never been found wanting! No, never!They fought for a thousand years on our ownsoil. The cause wasagood one;the fortune of the cause was bad. They were defeatedand overpoweredupon a hundred,yea a thousand fields;butneverfrom the day that Ireland's sword sprang from its scabbardto meet the first Dane, down to the day that; the last Irishsoldier" perished on Vinegar Hill,— never has Ireland beendishonored or defeated by the cowardice of her childrenWhy, whence comes this light ofour people? Ianswer, thatit comesfrom tins, that Irelandas anation,andIrishmen as apeople hareneverdrawnthenation's swdrd in abad, a treacherous, or a dishonorablecause. We have fought on a thousand fields, at home andabroad"
wehavebeen from time to time,obliged toshed ourbloodina causewith which we had no sympathy; but Irishmen have never freelydrawn the sword except in the Sacred cause of God, of the altarofGod, and of sacred liberty— the best inheritance of man Searchthe annals of the militaryhistory ofIreland. Did we fallback beforetheDane, whenfor three centuries— threehundredjyears—he pouredin army nponarmyon Irishsoil. Heendeavoured tosweep away thename of Christ from the Irish land. Did we ever giveup the contest, or sheath the sword, or say the cause Miaa lost?Never! England yielded, and admitted the Dane as a conquerorFrance yielded, and admittedthe Dane as a ruler and king amongstherpeople. But Ireland never— never for an ingtant yielded " andupon that magnificent Good Friday morning, at Clontarf Bne'drewXhe sword with united hand, swept the Dane into his ownsea andnd her soil of him for ever. Ah, my friends, Irishmen forthree, hundred years were fighting in the cause of theirGod, of their religion, and of their national libertyThen came the invasion of the English. For four hundredyears our people fought an unsuccessful fight and divided as theywere,brokeninto a thousand factions, how could they succeed whensuccess is only promised to union as a preliminaryandanecessarycondition. They ffailed in defending andasserting thenationality ofIreland. At the endoffour hundredyears,England declaredthat thewar wasno longer against Ireland's nationality,but against Ireland'sCatholic religion. And England declaredthat theIrishpeople mustconsent notonly to be slaves,but tobeProtestantslaves. Oncemorethe sword of Ireland was unsheathed andcame forthfrom its scab-bard;and this time in the hands of the nation. We havefought forthree hundredyears:and five years ago the Governmentandpeopleof England were obliged to acknowledge that the peopleof Irelandwere too strong for them. They were conquerers on the question ofreligion;and Gladstone declared that the ProtestantChurch was nolonger theChurch of Ireland. Whence came this light— this magnifi-cent glory that sheds itself over the character and genius of mypeople? Isee an Irishmanto-day in the streetsofanAmericancity "
I

k
see him anhonest labourer;Isee him, perhaps, clothedinrags " Isee him, perhaps, with a little too much drink in,and forgetfulofhimself; but whereverIsee a true Irishman,1greet him as the repre-sentative of a race that never yet knewhow to fly from a foe or toshow their backs to the enemy. Why ? Becauseof their Catholicfaith, taught them by St. Patrick, which tells them thatit is neverlawful to draw the sword inan unjust cause;but that wheuthe causeis just— for religion, for God, or for freedom— he is the besfc Chriitianwhoknows how todraw the sword, waveit triumphant over the fieldorietit fallin thehandofmanwhoknows how to die withoutdishonor'The tmrd light that shines upon the bright side of thehistory the"character, and the genius ofmy people, is the light of diviuepurity "

the purity that makes the Irishmaiden as chaste as the nun in hercloister;thepurity which makes the Irishmanas faithful tohis wifeas thepriest is to the altar that he serves;the purity that makeßMorinonismand defilementof every kind utter strangers to our raceand to our people. Isay,the Irish woman is the glory ofIreland "
she is the glory of her country. How beautifulis she in the integrity
vi virginalpurity.. She has been taught itby St.Patrick who heldup the Mother of God— the Virgin Mother— as the very type of Ireland's womanhood, andIreland's consecrated virgins, as illustrated inthehres andin the characters of our Irish virgin saints. The Irish-man knows that, whatever else he may be false to, whatever otherobligationsho may violate and break, there is one bond, tied by thehands of God Himself before the altar;sealed with the sacramentalseal of matrimony;signed by the sign of the Cross— thatnopoweruponearth, or in hell, or inHeaven, can ever break; and that w thesacred bond thatbinds him to the wife of hia bosom. What followsfrom this ? Iknow that there are menhere who donot believein theCatholic religion ; that do not believe in the integrity of our Irishrace:yetIask thesemen toexplain to me this simple fact— How isit,how comesit topass that whilst the Mormons are recruiting fromeverynation inEurope,and from everypeople in America, they haveonly had five Irishpeople amongst them ? And amongst these fivefour arrivedin New York last week. A reporter of the 'Heraldnewspapar went to them, andhe said to them, "In the nameof Godare you hecome Mormons ?

"
They said,"Yes,yes, weare." «« Whydon't youcome from Ireland ?" The auswer he got was this-" Awcul, «c cam' Ira1tho J>Torth of Ireland, ye ken;but we're a' Scotchbodies." Hen and womenof Ireland, to the honor and glory of ourrace, there was only one Irishman among all the Mormons. Whatbrought him across there? Idon't know. Iwouldlike tomeethimundnave half-an-hour'sconversation with him.
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