
, Auckland.A wbitbbin the Auckland 'Church Gazette
'

calls the attention of
his co-religionists to theunaccountable and,ashe thinks, reprehensible
line ofconduct followedby BishopCowie and the Synod inregard tothe question ofeducationasitnow stands. He reminds the Anglican
public that the Bishop,inhis opening address to the Synod, referred
to the subject ofreligious education as "the most important subject
for considerationof the Synod at the present time." Yetnothing,he
says, has beendone by the Synod to bring to any practical issue this""

most important subject. If, observes febe writer, this is the way that
such a subjectis tobe dealt with by our Synod, can we expect that
He who took thelittle onosinhis arms and.blessed them, will honor
the AnglicanChurch withhis presence andhis blessing;and if these
be wanting woe to usand our children. This statement comes from
anAnglican "Layman," andis surely a very becoming and proper
one. This official trifling and trimming with the important subject of
religious educationinpublic schools,seems anythingbut creditableto
theAnglicanBishop ofAuckland and his community. Well may the
more zealous andconsistent members of thatcommunity be scandalized
atit. Would itbe uncharitable U hint that possibly the Anglicans
and other Protestant communities in the Province of Auckland are
afraid to make any definite and practicel movement inthe direction
indicatedby "Layman," lest by by doing so the Catholicbody might
indirectly profit by it. Ithas latelybeen asserted at a public meeting
by a dissenting ministerhere, that it was to please the BoraauCatho-
lics that Government prohibited the reading of theBibl* inschool
hours. He might as well have said that it was topleaseProtestants
that Government forbid Mass to -be said in Government schools—
neither theBiblenor the Mass-book is admissable there. InEngland
the singing of

"
GodSave the Queen," has been prohibited insome

Government schools, as that is a prayer or hymn to God. This is
extreme,but logical. If religion is to be banished the school-room,
somust thenameofthe Deity. Theremaybeanother wayof explain-
ing the Bishop'sdisinclination topress the Synod to anydefinite action
or even expression of opinionon the important subject relerred to;

.mditie an -explanationIvery much incline to. Hemay view with a
JeeJiug of despair anyattempt to obtain Government aid todenomi-
jaatianol schools^ under present circumstances-rwhen the current of
public opinion in this Colony runs so strong in favor of a purely
secular education inGovernment schools. He may,therefore, think
H thebest policy quietly toencourage ChurchofEngland schools,and
ieave the Government alone. The Church of England body arerich
mough to provide schoolmastersand school-rooms of their own, inde-
pendent of Government aid;and they have sufficient zealfor their
fsith, as a general rule, to induce them tosend their childrento their
»i?n schools. Thisis our ownpositions and wemay sympathise with
the Anglican body, instead of blaming them. Still, Anglicans and
Catholicsought tounite for thepurposeof preventing so much public
Stoney being diverted for the purpose of founding and supporting
"shools from which the religion and the verynameof God are to be
-vanished. Moreover,Anglicans and Catholics see public schools,as in
Otago,enjoying largepublic revenueson pretence that they arepurely
lecular, while inpointof fact they are,in a certain sense,rank Presby-
ftrian, opposed in their teaching alike to Catholics and Anglicans.
Ihis speciesof impudeDt public hypocrisy shouldbeput down. Itis
contra bonos mores, and a public scandal— saving Mr McAndrew's
presence

—
and withall due.respecct to the delicate feelings andnice

lenee ofdecorumof the DunedinProtestantPress.
—

Laic.

Lady Barker, the authoress of "Station Life in New Zealand,"
Andother charming works, has been appointedsuperintendent to the
newNationalSchool of Cookery,South Kensington. _She is the wife
of Mr Frederick Napier Broome, one of the principal descriptive
-writers onthe staffofthe

'
Times.' Oneof MrBroome1alatest achieve-

ments was the graphicaccount ofthe wedding festivitiesat St.Peters-
urg, telegraphedat length to the

'Times,'

Twoclasps willbe given with the Ashantee War medal, onebearing
the woad "Amoaful," the other "Coomassie." The medal ribandwillbe black and yellow,striped.

The totalnumber of idiots or imbecilesinEngland andWales is29,452, the equality of the sexes being remarkable
—

namely,14,728
males and 14,724 females. Compared with the emire population, the
ratio is 1idiot or imbecile in 761persons, or 13 per 10,000 persons
living. The numberof the insane in England and Wales is 39,56718,146 males and21,521female6

—
beingintheproportionof 1inevery

574 of the generalpopulation.

SaturdayJuly. 4, 1874.] KEW ZEALAND TABLET.
Ifthis goodleaven work for a few years,it will leaven the whole

Orderof GoodTemplars, and prepare many of the members for a
reconciliation withthe CatholicChurch. Ike Order of Good Tem-
plars will break up soon, or itwill become a CatholicOrder,under
Catholicdirectionandinfluence. In that view it stands verymuch
in the position of the Anglican Church itself. Ikseems impossible
thatCatholics can, consistently, enter any association which is not
under Catholicecclesiasticalauthority, if such society beestablished
forreligious ends. According to Catholic views morality -cannot be
separatedfromTeligion, or,mother words, from the Catholic religion.
Rilgious Orders, Good Templar Orders, Father Matthew Societies,
and the like, may be good, but the Church can do without them.
They cannot do withoutthe Church;

—
withouther they cwa have no

permanent life or power in them. Whether the G,odTemplars be
doing any great amount of good may be doubted. There canbe no
"question,however,but the publicans have a wholesome fearof their
influence. They wouldnever-otherwise kave gone to the expense of
publishing in advertisement form, as they lately have done,a long
phamplet, intended toshow that theOrderof GoodTemplars wasan
Order,as theCatholics would say,ndangerous to faith and morals."
Itis somethingnew and refreshing to see the Publican Order come
fotore the public as guardians «f faith and good morals. But so it
has beenrecently seenin Auckland. Until the revenuereturns show
anoticeabledecreasein the quantity of liquor consumed, the Good
Templarswill not be able toprove their power. Under present cir-
cumstancesitis vain tohope that the legislature will pass any law
tending toreduce the consumptionof liquor. The temperance cause,therefore,has nothing tohope from Parliament. Ifpopularsocieties,
such as the Good Templars, and the influence of; the ministers of
religion, do not check intemperance, the case is hopeless. The
uationalvicemust goon to the bitter end.

POOR PADDY.
Sib William Petty, writing to Secretary Thurloe for permissiontotransport two thousand young bora of about twelve yeanofage,putton the canting snivel,

— "
Who knows but it might be themeant ofmaking them Englishmen
—
Imean rather, Christians." Thurloeanswered :— "TheCommitteeof the Council have votedone thousandgirls,and as manyyouthe tobe takenupfor that purpose." Noneoftheseunhappy children everagain saw their native land— they were

never againheard of. Some years ago, the late Duke of Malakoff,
thenColonel Pellisier,earned unenviable notoriety by smokingsomefugitive Arabs out ofeaveswherein they had takenrefuge. It wasabrutalactian, and cannot be palliated;but the idea was not original
—it wasaplagiarism fromLudlow. There will be foundin thatholy
general'smemoirs a case of smoking out,executed byhis orders in thewinterof1652, whilst he was on the march fromDundalk toCastle-Mayney. Irecommend its perusal. There is no need to relate herethe circumstance attending the judicial murder of Oliver Plunkett,
Primateof Armagh,on the testimony of Oates Bedloe, andCarstaire,
notwithstanding the solemn declarationof theProtestant ArchbishopofLondon! that theprelate was innocent. TheEarlof Essex earnestly
implored theKing tosave the unfortunatePrimate's life, but inrain." Te could Bave him;Icannot;you know well Idare not," was
Charles the Second's reply. Iwill not dwell on the disasterswhich
befel Irelandoaher fidelity to the worthless Stuarts. The siege andglorious defence of Limerick, the capitulation; how nobly SarsfieldEarlofLucan, keptthe treaty, andhow theLord'sjustices brokeit»soonas the '" wildgeese

"
had sailed away with their valiantgenera

to win unfadinglaurels for the golden lilies ofFrance. The secondsgreatmigrationof Irishvalor,faish,andpatriotism,are too well-knownlto require repetition. And here Imay observe that you have de-«cribed theIrishsolders whofoughtunder foreignbannersasessentially"mercenary." Whatismercenaryf English treaties,andamistakenbut laudable devotionto the good-for-nothingStuarts, forced them toseek service abroad. Their lands confiscated, their houses occupied
by Scotch oolonista, Cromwellian troopers,orWilliamitespoilers, their
nameunlawful and their religion a crime. Irishmenhadno choioebetweenhonorable service,andignominyandbeggary underpenallaws
athome.

They bribed the flock, thebribed the son,
To sell thepriest androb the sire;

Their very dogs were taught torun
Upon the scent of wolforfriar.

Among thepoor,
Oron themoor,

Werehid the piousand the true,
While traitor knave,
Andrecreant slave

Hadriches,rank, andretinue.
Yet exiledin thosepenaldays
Our banners overEuropeblue.

Now, as to the troubles that commenced with fche InsurrectionAct of1795,and culminatedin the rising of 1798. "The fact is in-controvertable," saysLordHolland," that thepeopleof Irelandwere
driven toresistance by>the free quarters and gross excesses of the
soldiery, which were such as are not permitted in civilised warfare,
even in an enemy's country. Dr. Dickinson, the Lord Bishop ofDown,assuredme thathe had teen families returning peacefully fromMass, assailed without provocationby drunken troopaand yeomanry,
and their wivesanddaughters exposed tooutrage,from whichneither
his (thebishop's) remonstrances,nor those ofotherProtestantgentle-
men, could save them." Sir John Moore, the gallant and heroic
soldier whodied sogloriously at Corunna, "appalledat the infamies
of the lustful andbrutalsoldiery,andunable to suppresshis sympathy
with thehelpless peasantry, exclaimed:

— "
IfIwereanIrishman,I

wouldbe a rebel." Idonot find inany of the accounts of therebel-
lionof'98 any transgressions of the patriots in Wexford that canbe
called amassacre;nor canIdiscoveranything like the atrocity which
you sopartially describe, such as burying men and thenbowling attheir heads. Iwill conclude the chapterof horrors whichIhave been '
relating, withanother extractfromLordHolland

—
"More than twenty

yearshavepassedaway:manyofmypoliticalopinionsaresoftened;my
predilectionsfor somemea weakened,my prejudices against others re-moved;but my approbationof LordEdwardFitzgerald's conductand
actions remain unaltered andnnshaken. Hiscountry wasbleeding under
oneofthemost execrable tyranniesthat our times haveever witnessed.
He who thinks that amancanbe even excusedin such circumstancesby any other consideration than that ofdespair fromopposing by forces
a pretendedGovernment,seems to me to sanctiona principle which
would ensureimpunity to the greatest of allhuman delinquents;or
at least to those who produce the greatest misery amongstmankind."
Ihave done, but in conclusion, let me ask you if you are still of
opinion that the " Irishare a distinctive people, separate from other
people of the earth, distinct in religion, &c, in thevenormity oftheir
vices ?

"
Iundertook to disprovethe falsecharge, andlam not with-

out somehopes thatIhave succeeded in doing so. At all events,I
think that Ihavebeen able to show thatEnglish and Scotch arenot
altogetherwithout the ghoul-like cruelty which you were of opinion
couldbelong to nocharacterbut that of

"Poor Paddy."________ J.D.
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