
The idea wasa grand one, and worth struggling for;and so,Isaid before, we workedhard towards its accomplishment. We found,however, before many years had elapsed, that our resources wereinadequate to anything like solid development. We felt the absolutewant of material appliances to bind themass together,andere so lonesaw the elements sca'tered in all direction by the very energy andspirit to which the associationhadgiven birth. Experiencehas con-vincedme that, ifwe mean really andin earnest tosave the sons oflabor from debasing tendencies, and knit them together in firm bondsot ennoblingfriendship, we must approach the great work in the sniritof large-heartedgenerosity ;wemust banish fromourmindsallnotionsofparsimonious calculation, and, wit.h a courage equal to the grandeurof theundertaking,nerveourselves toeverysacrifice within theboundaofprudence. Irejoice tbnt the leading men of St. Patrick'sSocietyprove by themagnitude cfthis work began to-day that they share nmy conviction They have felt asIhave,that working men are not obe treated a*children. Men of this class arenot to be coaxed andwheedledinto pursmts foreign to their ordinary habits by anya-nounrof petting or putrona^ They may be carried awayby the excitementofBomethmf,new wh-eh strikes the imagination,anJlia.l withentlm,
l-sm projectsset on fjot for tlieir improvement,but (litre will bonolaving co-operationunless theproposedg>od i-> s.mrthir,* really tan-gible and enduring. You may d-seourse eloquently of the luxuryofintellectual pursuits, and dr.iw in chinning colours the beauty Lielevating tendencies of the fine arts, but men will find it hid)!r»al.;eto themselves these visions of blissful enjoyment in cold »n°furnished, dim and dingy apartments, where erery sonso protectsagainst he ruthof the picture. Call the place of nieetin* whatTouwill-hall,club-room, or institute-if it bo noL c;!cuhted, in its whoUconstruction and in all its fittings, to impart a foel.n? ofsolf-resJofc tothose who froquent it,it will, you may be well assured, never formacentre of attraction powerful enough to resist the fore of tomptSn?from without, and to establish that sound moral influenceTlS",
the realhuman power for good in societies like St.Patrick's-

> The buildingabout to be erected will, with the blessing of Godgive theneedful stability to the work of the society, and do more toinfuse into it »al life and vigor, ani toraise its tone and clnraato"
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applying the same ruleTrith respect to Ireland and toEngland, we"how anotherkindof doubleignorance, andat thesametimedisregard
the precept which was inscribed on the front of the temple atDelphi;not only wedonot know what weundertaketo govern,butwe do not know ourselves. Irish circumstances and Irishideas as to"ocial and agricultural economy are the general ideas and the generalcircumstances of the human race. It is English circumstances andEnglish ideasthatarepeculiar. Ireland is themainstreamof humanexistence, andhnmanfeeling,and humanopinion; it is England that""one of the lateral channels. If anyhonorable gentleman doubtsthis, Iask, is there any other country on the face of the earthinwhich, not merely as a nationalfact,but as a general rule, the landisowned in great estates by one class, and farmedby anotherclass efcapitalist farmers, and actually cultivated by laborers only detachedfrom the soil, and receivingonly day wagesP Ireland is like the restofthe world;Englandis the exceptionalcountry.'',

tohear anything indefenceof their creedoutside theChurch. Theycanread the calumniesor insulting insinuations against the Churchandher ministers, from the Popedownwards, with which theProtes-tant newspapers are so plentifully garnished; but if the Catholicnewspaper stands manfully forward to defend—oh !dear, no: thismust not be. Youwill only breed ill-will and offend the religiousfeelings of Protestants! Such is the mode of reasoning with some""liberal"Catholics—with some who speakagainst the Tablet.Allnewspapersareparty papers, whatever they may pretend tothe contrary. All the Protestant papers are daily laboring to rundownthe CatholicChurch,andthat oftenby foulandinsidiousmeans.They seldomboldly attack us in an open straightforwardmanly way.It wouldbe wellif they did,and not pretend to be impartial, non-sectarian, or
"kindlysecular." The Tabletdoesnot make anysuchhypocriticalpretensions. ItboldlyhoiststheCatholicbanner, let whomay take oflence, but doesnot overlook tbe temporalinterestsof civilsociety generally. Timid, tepid, or temporising andcroaking Catho-licsmay say what they pleaseagainst your paper. Ihave reason to

DJiieve from whatIhearthat itis doing somegood to thegloriouscauseof the Church in this Colony, and if only generously supportedwilldomoregood yet. Youarebut inyour infancy— a somewhatcriticalperiod of life, it must admitted.
Somemsy contend that theproper course for ut when unjustly

assailedis to remain silent, and"answernot a word
"

to your accusers—
as our dinne Lord himselfdid when falsely accused before the

loniangovernor, who condemed him tobe put to death in order togratify his enemies. Itmay also be said«hat slanderersoftheChurchare permitted by God to vent their enmity against her, whether
through thePre.*s orotherwise,in order to exercise the patience of
lerchildren;and that the best policy for us is toallow these slanders
top»?s unnoticed, and toconfute them by a virtuous course of life.
No cne canobject to all this. Yet (I speak as a layman) we are
taughtby our Catechism that we are not merely bound to speak thetruth,but todoall in our power todefendit. Did not Christ himself
speakin ttroug languageagainst the opponentsof truth and justice t
and his Apostlesdid the some. Others, as well as ourselves, may
euffer wrong Mhenstatements eitherentirely false or grossly garbledare circulated to theprejudice of cur HolyMother and her children.Hence thenecessity of a Catholic paper such as the Tablet.True, theChurch does notabsolutely need the aid ofanewspaper
or theprinting press atall. She can live and triumph, and did live
and triumph for centuries without these. Still the Press is beingdaily used against her by her enemies, as we see, and it is only right
and fair thather friends should avail themselvesof it for her defenceandassistance.

Colonial Catholics who possess a really Cathol'c spirit,should be
gladof an opportunity of supporting a Catholic paper in the Colony.
A consistent Protestant wouldadmire him the more for it. If there
be one thingmore thananother which a good Protestant despises, andjustly, itis a Catholic who, either from religious apathy or interested
"ordidmoney motives, is careless about the credit and the interests ofhis Church. There oremany such Catholics tobe seen. Ouropponentsin theChurch andelsewhere could do littleofanyharm to theChurch
or any of its member§, if only we were all true and loyal toher and
to each other.

R. C.

MR BRADLAUGH ON IRELAND.
Fbom Mr Charles Bradlaugh's admirable statement of therelationbetween England and Ireland, we take the following striking extractIt is entitled to the greater weight being the conscientious opin-
ions of anEnglishman :—

"When England was ina shameful war,towinchIneed not further allude in this place; when England wasweak;whenthere was noone to overawe the Irish in Ireland,twomensent acry from Ireland in terms of fiery eloquence which Ire-land s advocates from time to time used. One wasHenry Flood theother was Henry Grattan (applause). Their voices, like the touch ofthe magicians wand, sprang from part to part of Ireland, and thesemen organized in armed bands— at least fiO.OOO volunteers. Did ihevembrace that moment when we were weak to strike m, to repay- usfor all the wrong wehad done to them ? Did they use that momenttogive us thenieedofvengeance,which wecouldha"rdly haveresisted ?No! They only asked some rights for themselves, some freedom,some liberty Then they only spoke the words of hope, the words ofpower;and it was to these 60,000 volunteer* that George 111 con-ceded the repeal of these statutes, which the Irish took as a boonrather than a right The words of eloquentGrattanspeaking out forIrelanda eternal freedom were uttered in Steven's Greon, where Ihope that Irishmen may have the opportunity againof legislating forthen- own wrongs and grievances (gr< at applause). With thewords ofHenry Grattuu they werecontent. Thoro was no sort of threat nosort ct menace, no sort of violence. When we were weak they wereloyal,and when we left our side exposed, insteadof taking advantageof the weak place to stnke ablow, the very Irishmen who had beentr.wnpled upon, guarded andshielded us with their arms When wewere again strong men we repaid them by breaking the bayonetswhich wehad entrusted to them, and tried to take back from themthe liberties which we had given and had always begrudged them(his^ea). Ireland being an agricultural country,naturally the landquestion is the question meets onemost especially;nnd Mr Mill, in apeech made by him in the House of Commons, on Mr ChichesterjTortesque'sLaudBill, said:
"'People often ask, and it has been asked this evening, Whyshould that whicU works well in England not work well in Ir»'and ♥

or why should anything be needed in Ireland that is not needed inEngland? whether Ireland was an exception to all the re9t of man-kind, that they cannot,bear the institutions whichreason andexperi-ence have taught are the best calculated to promote nationalnroe-pemy. bir, we were eloquently reminded the other night ofthatdouole ignorance against which a great philosopherwarnedhis con-temporaries-ignorant of our being ignorant-and whenwe iasist on

ST. PATRICK'S DAY AT THE CAPE.
The followingeloquent,address, which we regret our space compelsutto abridge, wasdeliveredby theLordBishopof Grahamstown,on theoccasion of the laying of the foundation stone of St.Patrick'sHalLPort Elizabeth, on the lost anniversary of Ireland's patron SaintAfter the ceremony had concluded, and the stone laid withsquare,level, andplumb, the Right Rev. Dr Ricards steppedup to the eleva-tion inthe rear of the proposed building, where a canopy hadbeenconstructed, and from this positionhe addressedf c large asembly faa clear, audible voiceas follows:—

Itw withno ordinary feelings of gratification thatIsee aroundme so largea concourse of ladies and gentlemen on this auspiciousoc-
casion. Itake theirpresence hero, andespecially thepresence of thekindred societies of Port Elizabeth, as a proof of the lively interestthey feel in this beginning ofa suitablehall for St,Patrick'sSociety.Ibelieve that everyone here present, capable of estimating tbeimportance of the workcommenced, is really gratified— nay,J will cayheartily rejoices— that an effort is being made at last toprovidetheworking classes of this important town with the meansof relaxationworthyof the dignityandclaims of honest labor.Isuppose youareall aware that it is intendedby the society t9build on this foundationlarge and loffy room*, well lighted and wellventilatedandcomfortable, where,amid booksandpapers andinnocent
amusementsof every kind, the members may meet in friendly inter-course. Andlamsure you will agr*e with me in thinking that this
iseminently a great and good work, and likely tobe productive of thebest resultsns well to the members individually as to the whole com-munity. Habitsof self-respect and order, and that mutual forbear-ance andquietnessof demeanour whichmarks the gentleman whereverhis lot is cast,cannot fail tobe acquired in such an institutionas theoneproposed.

Ithas been my privilege tohavebeen invitedyearsago to lendahelping hand in a work of this tendency ;andit is certai-ly one ofmy happiestrecollections that, with the beat of my ability,Ilaboredhard, in the sphere allotted to me, to carry out the noble design ofthepromoters. The viewItook of the matter was this :Ipictured
tomyself a society of young men, by the use of reading rooms andawell furnished library— stimulated and encouraged thereto by popularlectures— soonncquiring anamount of genentl informationand tasteswhich wouldnot fail to raise them nbove the mists and darkness ofdebasing vice. Iimagined the body thus becoming, in time a nucleus,attractingaroundit the hopesand aspirationsofuntainted youth,andgradually gaining ahealthy vigour and activity till itscattered bless-
ings on every side in the formation of new societies, animated andglowing with the same spirit— itself the parent sun— the soul andcentre ofa humanizing influence that might be widely felt, andlastfor generations.
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