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NEW ZEALAND TABLET.

to hear mithing in defence of their creed outside the Church. Th
can read the calumnies or ineulting ineinuations sgaijnst the Churc
and her ministers, from the Pope downwards, with which the Protes-
tunt newspapers are so plentivlly garnished; but if the Catholic
newspsper stands manfully forward to defend—oh! dear, no: this
must uot be. You will only breed ill-will and offend the religious
feolings of Protestargs ! Buch is the mode of reasoning with some
#liberal * Catholicsa—with some who spesk aguinat the TaBLET.

All newspapers are £nrty papers, whatever they may Pretend to
the contrary.  All the Protestant papers are duily laboring to run
down the Catholioc Church, and that often by foul and insidious means.
They scldom boldly attack us in an open straightforward manly way.
1t would be weil xf, they did, and not pretend to be impartial, non.
sectarian, or ** kindly secular.” The TaBLET does not mske any such
Lypocritical pretensions. It boldly hoists the Catholio banuer, lat who
may take oflenes, but does not overlock the temporsl interests of civil
society generslly, Timid, tepid, or temporising and crosking Cathes
lice may say what they please against your paper. I have reason to
boheve from what I hear that ivis doing some good to the glorious cause
of the Church in this Colony, and if only generously aupEorted will
do more good yet. You are but in your infancy—a somewhat critical
period of life, it must admitted,

Some mey contend that the proper course for us when unjustly
sssailed is to remain eilent, and “ answer not s word " to your accusers
~—as our divine Lord himeslf did when falsely accused befora the
Boman gorernor, who condemed him to be yut to death in order to
gratify his enemies. It miay also be snid that slanderers of the Church
are permiited by God to vent their enmity against her, whather
through the Pres or otherwise, in order to exercize the patience of
Ler children ; and that the best policy for us is to allow these slanders
to pass unacticed, and to confute them by & virtuous course of life.
No cne can object to all this. Yet (I spenk as a layman) we are
taught by our Catechism that we sre not merely bound to speak the
truth, but to do all ia our power to defend it. Did not Christ himaelf
speak in strong langnage against the opponents of truth and justice 1
and his Apostles did the snme. Others, as well sa ourselves, may
euffer wrong whien statements either entirely fulao or grossly garbled
are circulated to the prejudice of cur Holy Mother and her children,
Hence the neceseity of a Catholic paper such ns the TABLET,

True, the Chiurch does not absolutely need the sid of a Lewapaper
or the printing prees at all. Bhe can live and trumph, and did live
and trinmph for centuries withuut these. Still the Press is being
daily used sgainst her by her enemies, as we see, and it is only right
and fair that her friende should avail themselres of it for her defonce
and assistance.

Colonial Catholies who possess a really Catholic spirit, should be
glod of an opportunity of supporting a Oatholic paper in the Colony.
A consistent Protestant would admire him the more for it. If there
be one thing more than another which a good Protestant despises, and
Justly, it is & Cathalic who, either from religious apathy or interested
sordid money motives, is careless about the eredit and the interests of
his Church. There are many such Catholicsto be seen. Our opponents
in the Church and elzewhere could do little of any barm te the Church
or any of its members, if only we were all true and loyal to her and
to each other.

R.C.

MR BRADLAUGH ON IRELAND.

¥eow Mr Charles Bradlaugh's admirable statement of the relntion
between England and Lreland, we take the following striking extract.
Tt is entitled to the greater weight being the copscientious cpin.
1oms of an Englishman :—“ When England was in a shameful war, to
which I need not further allude in this place; when Eunglind was
wesk ; when there was no one to overawe the Irish in Ireland, two
men sent a ery from Ireland in terms of fiery eloquence which Ire-
land’e advocates from time to time used. One was Henry Flood, the
other was Henry Grattan (applanse). Their voices, like the tough of
the magician’s wand, éprang from part to part of Ireland, and these
men organized in armed bands—at least A0,000 volunteers. Did they
embrace that moment when we were weak to strike ns, to repay vs
for all the wrong we had done to them ? Did they use that moment
to give us the mead of vengeance, wk.ich we coald hardly huove resisted ?
No! They only asked aome rights for themselves, some freadom,
some Liberty. Then they only spoke the worde of hope, the words of
power; and it was to these 60,000 volunteers that George IIL. eon-
ceded the repeal of these statutes, whick the Irish tonk as & boon
rather then a right. The words of eloquent Grattan speaking out for
Ireland’s eternal freedom were uttered in Steven's Greon, where I
hope that Irishmen may have the opportunity again of legislating for
their own wrongs and grievances (grcat applause).  With the words of
Henry Grattan they wefe contont. Thero was no gort of threat, no
sort of menace, no aort of violence. When we wers woak they were
loyal, and when we loft our side exposed, instead of taking advantage
of the weuk place to stiike & blow, the very Irishmen who had been
teatnpled upon, guarded and shielded us with their arms. When we
wors agZain strong mea we repaid them by breaking the bayonets
which we hed entrusted to them, and tried to take back from them
the liberties which we had given and had alwaya begrudged them
(hisees). Treland being an agrienltural country, naturally the land
qaestion is the question meeta one most eapecially ; nnd Mr Mill, in a
gech made by him in the House of Commons, on Mr Chichester
orte=que’s Land Bill, said :
“¢People often ask, and it has heen asked this evening, Why
should that which works well in England not work well jn Ireland’®
or why should anything bo needed in Ireland that is nob noedud in
England ? whether Ireland waes an exception to all the veat of man-
kind, that they cammot bear the instibutions which reason and experi-
ence have taught ure the best caleulated to promote national proe-
perity.  Bir, we were eloquently reminded the other night of that
double ignovance agaimst which a great philosopher warned his con-
tempornries ~ignorant of cur being ignorant—and when we iasist on

applying the same ruls ‘with respect to Troland and to England, we
show another kind of double ignorance, and at the same time disregard
the precept which was ismribed on the front of the temple at
Delphi ; not only we do not know what we undertake to govern, but
we do not know ourselves. Irish eireumstances and Irish ideas as to
social and agricultural economy are the genera] ideas and the general
circumstances of the human race. It is English circumstances and
English ideas that sre peculiar. Ireland is the main stream of human
existence, and hnman feoling, snd human opinion ; it is England that
is one_of the lateral chiannels, If any honorabla gentleman doubts
this, I ask, is there any other country on the face of the earth in
which, not merely as a national fact, but as a general pile, the land is
owned in great estates by one class, and farmed by another class of
capitalist farmers, and actually enltivated by labcrera only detached
from the soil, end receiving only day wages P Ireland is like the rest
of the world ; England is the exceptional country.'’,
e —————

ST. PATRICK'S DAY AT THE CAPE.

Taz following eloguent address, which we regret our space compels us
to abridge, was de?ivered by the Lord Bishop of Grahamatown, on the
oceasion of the laying of the fourdstion stons of 8t, Patrick"s Hall,
Port Elizabeth, on the last anniversary of Treland’s patron Baint,
After the eeremonﬁ had corcluded, and the stone Iaid with square,
level, and plumb, the Right Rev. Dr Ricards stepped up to the elova-
tion in the rear of the propossd bailding, where a canopy had been
constructed, and from this position he addressed t"a large ssembly in
a clear, audible voice ns follows :~-

It is with no ordinary feelings of gratification that I see sround
me o large a concourse of ladies and gentlemen on this auspicious oo-
casion. I take their presence hera, and especially the presence of the
kindred societies of lyorl: Elizabeth, as a proof of the lively interest
they feel in this beginoing of a suitable hall for St, Patrck's Society.

I believe that everyone hera presont, eapable of estimating the
importance of the work commenced, in really gratified—nay, F will eay,
heartily rejoices—that an offort ia being made at last to provide the
working classes of tlis important towe with the means of relaxation
worthy of the dignity and claims of hoaest lnbor.

I suppose you are all aware that it is intended by the society to
baild on this foundation large and lnfry rooms, well hghted and well
ventilated and comfortable, whers, amid hooke and papers and innocent
nrmusements of every kind, the members may meet in friewdly inter-
course. And I am sure you will ngree with me in thinking thas this
is eminently a great and good work, and likely to be productive of the
best resultn as well to the members individually as to the whole com-
munity. Habits of self-respect snd order, and that mutual forbear-
ance and quietness of demeanour which marks the gentleman wherever
his lot is cast, cannot fail to bo asequired in such an institution as the
one proposed.

It has been my privilege to have been invited years ago to lend a
helping hand in & work of this tendency; and it is certai-ly one of
my happiest recollections that, with the best of my ability, I labored
hard, in tho sphere allotted to we, to carry out the noble design of
the promoters, The view I took of the matter was this: I pictared
to myzelf a society of young men, by the use of reading rooms and o
well furnished library—stimulated and encouraged thersto by popular
leetures—soon acquirivg an amount of generel inlormation and tastes
which would not fail to raise them nbove the mists and darkness of
dobasing vice. T imagined the body thus beecoming in time a nucleus,
aftracting around it the hopes und aspirations of nntainted youth, and
gradualiy gaining & heslthy vigour and activity till it scatiered bless-
ings on every side in the formation of new socisties, animated and
glowing with the same apirit—itself the parent sun—the soul and
centro of a humanizing influence that misht be widely felt, and last
for generations.

The idoa was a grand one, and worth stragsling for; and so, I
said before, we worked hard towards its accomplishment. We found,
however, before many years had elapsed, that our resources were
inadequate to anything Iike solid development. We felt the absolute
want of material appliances to bind the mass together, and ere so long
saw the elements soa‘tered in all directious by the yery energy and
spirit to which the association had given birth. Fxpertence has con-
vineed me that, if we mean really and in earnest to save the sons of
labor from debasing tendencies, and knit them together in firm bonds
of ennobling friendship, we must approash the great work in the spirit
of large-heartad generosity ; wo must banish from our minds all notions
of parsimonious caiculation, and, with a courage equal fo the grandeur
of the undertuking, nerve onwselves to every sacrifice within tha bounds
of prudence. T rejoice that the lending men of St. Patrick's Saciety
prove by the magnirude of this work bhegun to-day that they share in
my conviction  They have falt as 1 have, that working men 2re not to
be trented s children. Men of this elass are not to be coaxed pnd
whendled into pursuits foreign to their ardinery habits by anv amount
of petting or putronage. They may be carried away by the excitement
of somethig new which strikes the imuginution, and hul with enthis-
i-am projects set on faot for their improvemont, but there will be no
lasting co-operation unless the proposed mrod is something really tan.
gible and enduring. You may d-seourse eloquently of the luxury of
intellectual pursuita, and draw in ch wrming eolonrs the beauty and
elevating tendencies of the fine arts, bat mea will find ji hard to
£l o to themselves these visiona of blissful enjoyment in cold, un.
furnished, dim, and dingy spartments, where 6fCry 80nse protests
ageinst the tenth of the pietare, Call the phace of meeting whag you
witl—hall, club-room, or institute—if it be not ¢ denlated, in its whola
canstruction and in all its fittings, to impart a foeling of sclf-respect +o
those who froquent it, it will, you may be well as«ired, never form a
centre of attraction powerful enough to resist the fape~ of temptations
from without, and to establish that sound moral influence which is
the real human power for good in societies like St. Patriok’s-

The building about to be erected will, with the blessing
give the needful stubility to the work of the society, and de
infuse into it real life and vizor, and to rajse its t
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