
Ameeting of the shareholders in the TabletNewspaper Com-pany, as convened by advertisement, was held in the schoolroomattachedto St.Joseph's, on Thursday evening, tbe 4th inst. In theabsenceof his LordshiptheBishop,Mr Connor was voted to the chair.The minutes of tho previous meeting having been confirmed, the
secretary read the balance-sheet for the past year, as passed by theauditors, which was received and adopted. Mr Columb,one of theauditors, expressed his great satisfaction at the flourishing state ofaffairs which the yearly statement disclosed, and paida just tribute tothe energy,ability and zeal of the secretary. The balance sheet willbe foundin our advertising columns.

Okcemore the yellow flag floats in our harbor. The steamshipAtrato, with 762 immigrants, 159 of whom are for Otago, arrived
during Monday, with themeasles on board. She has been singularlyunfortunate,having at the commencement of the voyage to put intoPlymouth for repairs, and during the passage has »iad thirty-threedeaths,although none of the cases are of an infertuousMature, but
were as follows:six from convulsionsfrom teething;nine from bowelcomplaint;one from erysipelas, andseventeen from croup. At firstwhen the lveaslea broke out, the patients were keptseparate from the
rest of thepassengers, but after a time they become sonumerous thatseparationbecame wholly impossible,and the sick were treatedin the»»me compartment as the healthy. On arrival she was placed in the(Quarantine Ground, andall the clothesandbedding fumigated in theusual manner.

AFbmtchmahnamedBuisson was on Tuesday, at theResidentMagistrate's Court, committedfor trial on a charge of attempting tomurder his wife by suffocation. It appearsthat prisonerand hie wifehad been living on bad terms and been separated for 6ome time past.A reconciliation,however,had lately takenplace, and onhis promising
to treat her more kindly, she returned to live withhim. On thenightof the 26th ult.,on retiring to rest he gave hera glass ofporter, andshortly alter shefelt as if under the influence of chloroform. Laterin thenight she was awakened by feelingapricking sensation at the
root of her tongue,aud found that herhusband hadhold ofher, withhis fingers thrust rudely down her throat. After struggling with himfor some time, she fell back exhausted,anddid net recoverconscious-
ness untilnextmorniug. Bines the occurrence she has been sufferingthe most acute agony,and DrBurrows deposed that the injuries wereof a most peculiarnature, and such as he had nevermet with duringbin entirepitictico. The prisoner is v shoeblack, having somepreten-sions toheibal knowledge, and his evideut design was either topoisonthe root of the tongue or cause suflbeation. Contrary to practice theaccused was admitted to bail.

'
A man named John Burke, had a narrow escape on Tuesday

morning from a terrible death. It appears that lie v,as goinghomeshortly after midnight on Monday, and i" passing along C'ustle streetwalked on to pome reclaimed land, which is being filled up with mudand slush. His struggle to extricate himselfbeingunavalitig, his criesfor assistance were fortunaiely heard by some gentlemen connectedwith the 'J)aily Times 'Office, just ashe hadsunk to his chin in theslush. Some sleepers used at tiie temporary tramway being tornupwere improviseda9a stage, while others wereplacedunder his armsto preventhis sinking further. The assistance of thepolice was theninvoked, and with somedifficulty theman was rescued irom hisperilousposition, and corvejed to theHospital;but had not timely aid be< nrenderedhim, there is nodoubt that he would have met a horribledeath, for hud lie uot disappeared altogether, the tide wouldhavedrowned him by inches.
An tonteitatnment in aid of the Catholic Schools'Fund was givenin tbe Barbadoes street schoolroom, Chriatchurch, on the 2nd in»t.

A ieeling of anxiety is expressedby the'GreyRiver Argus 'as to
the capacity of the colony to absorb the new populationat the rate at
whichitis arriving.

Tendershavebeen called for by the Government for the construc-tion of ~ne hundredhigh-sided waggonsfor the railway-.
The Key. Father MeGuinness met with an accident a few days

since atHokitika, fortunately without serious results A horse upon
which the reverend gentleman was riding, slipped upon one of the
culvertsand fell onits side, Father McGuiunessbeing underneath,but
with tho exception ofa slight abrasion of tbe cheek, the reverend
gentleman otherwiseescapedunhurt.

A child fell down a deep well at Lyttelton last woek, and the
mother besought a v.an looking on to rescue if,but he not responding
quickly she seized the well-rope,and descending,brought the child up
in safety.

Itis probablethat Australiawill send a rifle team to England to
compete at Wimbledon.

[Saturday, June 13, 1874*NEW ZEALAND TABLET.
The attendancewas numerous,and an excellentprogramme was tub*nutted, the first pert being devoted to legerdemain,in whicha well*known amateur exhibited great proficiency. ' The remainderof theentertainment was intended to have been a farce by the St. PatrickAmateurDramaticClub,butadifficulty having arisen toprevent thecarrying out of theprogrammein its integrity,

"
The AreaBelle,"by

the Spreydon Club, was substituted, all the character*in whichwerewell eustained,thepiececreating much amusement,as evincedby the
applausebestowed. TheRev,Father Ecuyer,at the conclusionof theentertainmentproposeda vote of thanks to the ladies andgentlemen
whohadgiven theirassistance, to whicha hearty response beinggiven*
amost enjoyable.evening wasbrought to a close.

A PIEB of a most disastrous character, and whichat onetimethreatened toassume most extensive proportions, occurred about11o'clock on Wednesday night in Stafford street. Itappears tohaveoriginated in the premises of MrG. P.Reid,forwardingagent, andhaditnot been for the exertions and promptitude of the Brigadewewoulddoubtlesshave to chronicle the total destructionof theblock.The upper portion of the building was in the occupation of theMosgielWoollenFactory, as a warerooro,and wehavebeeninformedthat the stock of woollengoods was very considerable. MrReid wasinsured in theNorwichUnion, £500 on thebuilding;New Zealand,
£600 on thestock;SouthBritish, £1000 on the stock j Standard, £500on thestock. Messrs Houghton &Co.'s stock and premisessustainedmaterialinjury, and at one time it seemed almost impossible thatthey could be saved. The greatest praise is due to tbe Brigade,a
stream of waterbeingpoured into the flames three minutesafter thealarmhadbeen rung out.

It appears that after all tbeirateoratory and virtuous indigna-
tion written and expressed against Sir James Fergusson for- hit
autocratic pretensions,His Excellency is notquiteso culpableas wasimagined, inasmuch ashe has, through his secretary,denied the truthof the accusation. Inwriting toone ofthepapers, his private secre-tary says:

— "Auckland, June 5, 10 a.m.— lam directed by theGovernor to inform you thnt a paragraph in your paper, May 27,
copied from the « Argus' of May 11, stating that His Excellency * Hasstarted the idea thatall correspondence between the Governments ofthe colonies should ccme direct from and to tlte Governor,' is oneunfounded in fact.

—
Feancis A. Hake,PrivateSecretary."

The death is reportedby telegram from NewPlymouthofCaptainHenry King, R.M., which took placeonSaturday last, at theripe old
age of92. He was the only surviving representativeof the Victory off
Cape St Vincent in 1797. Captain King was second lieutenant onboard the Sea Horse at the capture of Alexandria,and he also servedin the operationson the Potomac in 1814. He became commander in1844, then Besident Magistrate at New Plymouth, and was gazetted a
letired captain in 1852.

A rttmob lias been current duriug the past few days that a
claimant had come forward for the ground on which the LondonHotel,Jetty street, is built, as also of the sections adjoining. The
report is that a sailor, who is now mate of thebrig Craigellaehie, many
years Bince purchasedsome landin the then newly formed township.He thought no more of his purchase,but ona recent visithearing ofthe value of property,h» betliought of the almost forgottendeeds,
which upon investigation proved to be those of the ground above
mentioned. Itis further asserted thatthe City Corporation who,it issaid,holdpossessionof th« ground, have l-ecoguized the genuineness
ofhis claim, and thathe has been offered a considerable sum for hisbargain. We insert the above rumor, but do not vouch for its
reliability.

During the fire inStafford street, amost plucky act was (accord'
ing to the * Guardian')performed by aby-stander, said tobethe driver
ofan express,butwhose name we didnot ascertain. Itwould appear
that late in the day he brought akeg ofpowder to the store, andbeing
awareot theposition in which it was placed, at some risk to himself
lie entered the premises,then a mass of flames, andrescued tbe keg
from the fire by whichit was surrounded. But for thito an explosion
might have occurred, which wouldhave, in all probability,greatly in-
creased thedisaster.

Wk wish to remind such of our readers as aremembersof the
theHibernian Society that a meeting of the association will be held in
St.Joseph's schoolroom, on Monday evening next,at eight o'clock.
As thebusiness is of importanceit ishopedas many members will at-tendas can witlfconvenience do so.

Itwillbe seen by advertisementelsewhere, that the share listof
the ColowialBank ofNew Zealand will be closed on Monday the29thinsl., and as the shares are rapidly being takenup, intending appli-
cants hadbetter lose no time. We hear that65,000 shares have been
already issued in Otagoaud Southland.

NEWS IN BRIEF.

NEWS OF THE WEEK.

Theunwelcome intelligencehas reachedus from Lytteltonof the
arrival of the ship Northampton,with370 immigrants, amongst whom
srrall-pox had broken out. The vessel was immediately placed in
quarantine,anditis to be hopedthatevery furtherprecaution willbe
taken to prevent the spreadof this dread scourge, auda repetitionof
the calamitiesof two years ago.

Inview of the opening of the Balclutha line on theIst proximo,
a weeklyjournal, to be called the

'
Clutha Leader'is tomake its first

appearance on tint day, andat that township. The mechanical de-
partmentwillbe under the superintendenceof the lateoverseer of the
1Jiruce Heraldj* and the editorialchair be filledby a gentleman who
formeilyhelda similarpositionon the samejournal.

It will be rememberedthat the coroner's jury, in Melbourne,
whichbrought ina verdict ofwilful murder against Green, charged
withcausing thedeath ofMr Reynolds, by explosives, gaveas their
reason for ao doing, that they were thoroughly convinced ofhi*in-
nocence,but that they wished to give him ampleopportunity ofre*
moving the stigma whichhas been cast uponhim,and clearing him-
selfin thepublicmiud, ashe had in theirs. This was lookedupon asratheranovelreason for confining

—
as they alleged

—
an innocentman

togaol for some months,and a consideration and thoughtfulness for
which the object ofit wouldscarcely be thankful. "We now learn that
the jury which triedthe case atthe SupremeCourthavingbeenunable
to agree,have been discharged, and this unfortunate victim ofmis-
takenkindnessconducted back tohis dungeon,bail for his releasebeing
refused,notwithstanding that ten of the jury believedhim innocentof
the crime. Ifhe be more fortunate whenne"xt putupon his trial, and
his innocence fairly established,he mayin futureexclaim withsome
show ofreason,"Save me from my friends."

Fbom the Government
'

Gazette* of the 28th of May we learn
Iliat thenumber of telegraphicmessages from the Istof January to the
31st oi Marchof the present year has been 203,140 against 141,781
during the corresponding quarter of last year,or a money valueof£11,942 against £9744; showing an increase ofmessages forwardedto
the extentof61,359, and to the revenueof £2197.
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