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NEWS uF THE WEEK.

——

TaE unwelcoms intelligence has veached us from Lyttelton of the
arrival of the ship Northampton, with 370 immigrants, amongst whom
erall-pox had broken out. The vessel was immediately placed in
quarantice, and it is to be hoped that every further precaution will be
tuken to prevent the spread of this dread scourge, and a repetition of
the calamities of two years ngo,

It view of the opening of the Balclutha line on the let proximo,
& weokly journal, to be called the ' Clutha Leader’ is to make its first
appearance on thet day, and at that towoship. The mechanicel de-
partment will be under the superintendence of the late overseer of the
* Bruce Herald 3* and the editorial chair be filled by & gentleman who
formerly held a similar position on the same journal.

It will be remembered that the eoroner's jury, jn Melbourne,
which brought in s verdict of wilful murder against Green, charged
with causing the death of Mr Reynolds, by explosives, gave sa their
reason for g0 doing, that they were thoroughly convinced of his in-
nocence, but that they wished to give iim smple opportunity of re-
moving the stigma which has been cast upon him, sud clearing him-
self in the public mind, as he bad in theirs. This was Jooked upon as
rather a novel reason for confining—ae they alleged—an innoeent man
to geol for some wonths, and a consideration and thoughtfulness for
which the object of it would scarcely be thankful. 'We now learn that
the jury which tried the case at the Supreme Court having been unsble
to agree, have been discliarged, ond this unfortunate victim of mis-
taken kindness conducted back to his dungeon, buil for his release being
refused, notwithstanding that ten of the jury believed him innocent of
the crime, Ifhe be more fortunate when next put upon s trial, nud
his innocence fairly established, be may in futurs exclaim with some
show of reason, “ Save me from my friends.”

From the Government * Glazette’ of the 28th of May we learn
1hat the number of telegraphic messages from the 1st of Junuary to the
8let of March of the present year hes been 203,140 against 141,751
during the corresponding quarter of last year, or u money value of
£11,H2 against £0744 ; showing an incresse of messages forwarded to
the extent of 61,359, and to the revenue of £2197,

A MEETING of the shareholders in the Tanirt Newspaper Com-
pany, as convened by advertisement, was held in the schoolroom
attached to St. Josepl’s, on Thureday evening, the 4th ingt. In the
absence of his Lordship the Bishop, My Connor was voted to the chajr.
The minutes of the previous meeting having been confirmed, the
secretary read the balance-sheet for the pest year, as pussed by the
wuditors, which was received and adopted. Mr Columb, one of the
anditors, expressed hLis great satisfaction ab the Nourishing state of
affuirs which the yearly statement disclosed, and paid a just tribute to
the energy, abitity and zeal of the secretary. 'The balance eheet will
be found in our advertising columns.

Oxc¢E more the yellow flag floats in vur harbor. The steamship
Atrato, with 762 ummigrants, 159 of whom are for Otago, arrived
during Monday, with the measles on board. 8he has been singularly
unfortunate, having at the commencement of the voyuge to put into
Plymouth for recairs, and during the pussage has had thirty-three
deaths, although nowe of the cnses nre of an infertious nature, but
were a8 foliows : six from convulsiona from teething ; nine from bowel
complaint ; one from erysipelas, and seventeen from eroup. At first
when the nensles broke our, the patients wore kept separate from the
rest of thie passengers, bub after a time they become so numersus that
separation became wholly impossible, and the sick were treated in the
same comparbment as the Lealthy, On arrival she was placed in the
Quarantive Ground, and all the clothes and bedding fumigated in the
usual menner.

A FRENCHMAN named Buisson was on 'Tuesday, st the Resident
Magistrute's Court, committed for trial on a charge of attempting to
murder his wife by sutfoeation, It appears that prisoner and his wife
had been living on bad terms and been separated for some time past,
A reconciliation, however, had lately taken place, and on his promsing
%0 treat her more kindly, she returned to live with him. Ogn the night,
of the 26th ult., on retiring to rest he gave hera glass of porter, and
shortly atter she felt a8 if under the influence of chloroform, Yater
in the night she was awakened by feeling a pricking sensation at the
00t of her tongue, and found that her hushand had hold of her, with
his fingers thrust rudely down her throat. After struggling with Lim
for some time, she fell back exhausted, and did uck recover conscious.
ness unti} next morning. Since the ovsarrence she has been sutfering
the most acule agouy, und Dy Burrows deposed that the injuries were
of 8 most peculiar nature, and such as he had never met with during
his entire practiee.  The prisoner is o shoeblack, having some preteu-
#ions to heibal knowledge, and his evident design wus either to poison
the root of the tungue or cause suffoeation. Coutrary to practice, the
ucoused was admitied to buil,

A aax named John Burke, had z uarrow escape on Tuesdny
morning irom a fervible death, It uppears that he vas going Liome
saortly after nndnight on Monday, nnd in peasing along Castlo street
walked ou to some reclaimed lund, which is being filled up with mud
and slush, His struggle to exiricate himself being uuavaliog, his cries
tor nssistance wore fortunately heard by some gentlemen connected
with the * Luaily Times” Office, just ae Lie hud sunk to his ¢hin ig the
slush. Some sleepers used at the temporary tramway being torn up
wore improvised s 2 swge, while others were placed vnder his arm,
to prevent hus einking further. The aswistance of the police was then
1voked, und with some difficulty the man was rescued from hia perilous
position, and corveyed to the Hospital ; but had not timely aid bain
rendercd him, there is no doubt that he would have metn horrible
death, for hud lie not disoppeured altogetber, the tide weuld Lave
drowned hum by inches.

Ax enteifatument in aid of the Catholic Schools’ Fund was given
in the Barbadoes stiyeet schoolroom, Christchurch, on the Znd ingt.

The attendance was numerons, and an excellent programme was sub-
mitted, the first part being devoted to legerdemain, in which a wells'
known awateur exhibited great proficiency.” The remainder of the

entertainment was intendeg to huve beena farce by the St Patrick
Amatenr Dramatic Club, but s dificulty having arisen to prevant the

ocarrying out of the programme in its integrity, “ The Aroa Belle,” by

the Spreydon Club, was substituted, ali the charucters in which were
well enstained, the piece creating much_amusoment, as evinced by the
applanse bestowed. The Rev. %ather Ecuyer, at the conclusion of the
entertainment proposed a vote of thanks to the ladies and gentlemen

who had given their oasistanee, to which a hearty response being givan,
a moet enjoyable evening was brought to a close.

A FIER of & most disastrous character, end which at one time
threatened to assume most extensive proportions, aecurred about 11
o'clock on Wednesday night in Stafford street. It appears to have
originated in the premises of Mr G. F. Reid, forwarding agent, and
had it not been for the exertions and promptitude of the Brigade we'
would doubtless have to chironicle the total destrmction of the blook.
The upper portion of the building waa in the occupstion of the
Mosgiel Woollen Factory, ns a wareroom, and we have been informed
that the stock of woollen goods was very considerable. Mr Reid wae
insured in the Norwich Union, £50¢ on the building ; New Zsaland,
£500 on the stock ; South British, £1000 on the stock ; Btandard, £500
on the stock, Menars Hoaghton & Co.’s stock and premises sustained
material injury, aud at one time it seemed almost imposible that
they could bo saved. The greatest praiso is due to the Brigade, o
atreamn of water being poured into the flames three minutes after the
alarm had been rung out.

Ir appears that after ail the irate oratory and virtuous judigna-
tion written and expressed against Sir James Fergusson for- his
autocratic pretensions, His Excellency 1s not guite so culpable as was
imagined, inasmuch as he has, through his secretary, denied the trath
of the aceusation, In writing to one of the papers, his private L o
tary eays:—* Auckland, June 5, 10 am.—I am directed by the
Governor to inform you thet s paragraph iz yoar paper, May 27,
copied from the * Argua’ of May 11, stating that His Kxcellency * Has
started the idea thut all correspondence between the Governments of
the colonies should ceme divect from and to the Governor,” is one
unfounded in fact.—¥raxcis A, Hags, Private Seerotary.”

TUE death is reported by telegram from New Plymouth of Captain
Henry King, R.M., which took placs on Saturday lust, at the ripe old
age of 92. He was the only surviving representative of the Victory off
Cape 8t Vincent in 1797,  Captain King was second lieutenant on
board the Sen Horse at the capture of Alezandria, snd he also served
in the operations on the Potomac in 1814, He became commander in
1844, then Resident Magistrate at New Plymouth, and was gazetted o
1etired captain in 1852.

A mumMoR has been current during the past few days that a
claimant had come forward for the ground on which the London
Hotel, Jetty street, is built, us aleo of the sections adjoining. The
report is that & eailor, who is now mate of the brig Craigellachie, many
yeura since purchased sowe land in the then newly formed township.
He thought no move of his purchage, but on a recent visit hearing of
the value of property. he bethought of the almost forgotten deeds,
which upon investigation proved to be those of the ground above
mentioned, It is further asserted that the Uity Corporation who, it is
said, hold possession of the ground, have recognized the gennineness
of his claim, aod that he has been offered u considerable sum for his
bargnin,  'We insert the above rumor, but do not vouch for its
relinbility, .

Durivg the fire in Stafford street, a most plucky act was (aceord®
ing to the * Guardian ') performed by a by-stander, said te be the driver
of un exprese, but whaose name we did not sscertain. It would sppear
that lnte in the day he brouglt » keg of powder to the store, and being
aware of the position in which it wue placed, at some risk to himeelf
hie entered the premises, then & muss_of flames, and rescued the keg
from the fire by which it was surrounded. But for this an explosion
might have ocourred, which would have, in all probability, greatly in
oreased the disaster,

We wish to remind such of our readers ns aro members of the
the Hibernian Society that a meeting of the association will be held in
8t. Joseph's schoolroom, on Monday evening next, at eight o’closk.
As the business is of importsnee it is hoped a3 wany members will at-
tend as can witlFconvenience do so.

It will be seen by advertisement elsewhere, that the share list of
the Colouisl Bank of New Zealand will be closed on Monday the 29th
inst,, and oa the shares are rupidly being tsken up, inteading appli-
cants hod better lose no time. We hear that 63,000 shares have been
already issued in Otago and Soathland.

NEWS IN BRIEF.

A {oeling of anxiety is expressed by the* Grey River Argus’ as to
the capueity of Lthe colony to sbsorb the new population at the rate at
which it is urriving,

Fendevs have been ealled for by the Government for the congtrucs
tion of .ne hundred high-sided waggons for the railway..

The Kev. Fathor MeGuinness met with an aceidont o few days
since at Hokitika, fortunately without serious results A horse upon
which the reverend gentleman was riding, slipped upon cne of the
culverts and fell on its side, Father MeGwiuness being undernenth, but
with tho exception of a slight abragion of the chesk, the revercard
gentleman otherwise pscaped unburt,

A child fell down adeep well at Lyttelton Inst woek, and the
mother besought a u.an lookiog on to rescue i, but he not responding
quiei;iy she seized the well-rops, and descending, brought the child up
i safety.

Itri’s probable that Australia will send o rifle team to England to
compete at Wimbledon, )



