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and extend its heslthfol influence, than whole years of apasmodic
efforis in catering for the entertainment of the publie. Plays, lectures
and concerts are no doubt very good in their way., They afford inno-
cent amuzement ; they coll out lotent powers too often doomed “ to
blush anseen ; * they inapire clevoting tastes and sentiments; and
last, net least, they add scmething to the funds of the soeiety. But
these efforte, though often characterised by what is called o * great
success,” are not by any mesns certain indieations of healthy aud en-
during vigor. Necesearily ephemeral in their natuve, depending for
their enpport on the ever-chenging and eapricious popular taste, they
are a strain upon the steady, regular work of the society, and they
net unfrequnently call into being those elements of discord-—heart-
burnivg jealousies and angry irritation—which are sometimes fatal to
the very existence «f the body which looks to these adventitiona gids
as its chief sourece of subsisience. Believe me, the neat, orderly, wall
furniehed room, ever 1eady for the reception of members disposed to
chat over the news of the day, or to indaige in rome qujet game—
the epacious library earvpeted throughout, with its broad table covered
with popular literature, and easy. comfortable chaire, gently inviting
to intellectual repose—the grand hall, on which yo pains or expense
have teen epared to render it worthy of the hoepitality of the society
and respect to its honored guests, and the appliances for comfort and
conveniente on every side—in a word, s clab-house, worthy of the
aim and objects of the society, will prove the bonme and sinew which
will give it character, influence, and stabulity, The members cannot
enter & building of this kir.d withcut a seasible plensure thal it is their
own. and the work ef their hande. The very sight of it sa they phes
by will exercise n salutary and elevating influence. It will be & posi-
tive delight to them to introduce their friends from a distanze, and to
witness their glad surprise, They will think of it, spenk of it, write
of it, i'l it is ever before them—a monument to their enterprising,
devoted, and peisevering energy-—their better genivs as it were—re-
minding them of the triumphs of firm purpose, and erushing beneath
itz giant foot every paltry, petty, and ignoble nim of variance with the
grand oktject of its existence.

It is all very well to extol the humanising influence of schools,
No doubt they are the starting point in the formaton of cheracter,
and without them it would be vain to think of anything like superior
culture. One who has not had school training, or been schouled into
religions habits of thought and nction, i& ordinarily, whatever his
exterior may be, n sort of savage in reality. * Seraich the surtace,”
as they say of the Russ, **and you will find the Tarrar,” But school
ir, after all, at the very best, only a place of training to enable us to
profit by the lessans of life. Experience, under favourable eireum-
etances of place and aesocintion, js the grent humanizer. The character
of the man mainly depends on those with whom he nssocintes when he
is for the first time free to act for himself. This is, you all know, the
danger point in the lifs of every young man. Here ha needs guidance
moast of all—a guidance and help not sach as rigid theory and stern,
vncompromising virtue would enforce, but practical help, suited to
his disposition and mest likely to influence his heart. You must win
him to the side of what is good and honourable by positive attrac-
tions  Of what use is it to eay to him, You ocught to read,” * You
ought to employ vour spare time profitably,” * Yoo ought to avoid
these low places of amuzement,” “ You ought to consort with Letter
company,” if there is no inducement or practical means pointed out
for the accomplishment of those lessons of wisdom ?® You expect n
young man, after a day’s wok, tosit down in n wretched meke-shift
of a library, amid fou! air and noise and crowding and confusion, or
you compel him, pining for recrealion and smusement and fun with
companions as lively as himself, to mope over the horrowed books in
his solitery room. You are agagrieved because after a time he looks
discontented and unhappy! and sre amazed when wavward nature at
last rebels, and will have its nay! Theorize as yo'u will, renson as
¥o" may, upon whut srght to be,— Contra Jactum son licet argunens-
tari—""There is no gettivg over a fact.”” And it is, T beheve, &
stubborn fact that the majority of our youth ave sent headlong
to destruction because, at the dengerous outset of life, ihey are
not helped, as they ought to be, to the formation of steandy
and elevating habits, Give them, then, I say, o chance, a fair chance
of a good start in the struggle agninst ovil ; sapply them with the aids
suitable to their dispositions ; make those pursuits to which you would
have them turn their leisure hours pleasant and attractive ; give them
a home that they can lock Lp to with respect, sarround them with its
comforts and amenitics, snd you will do more to train them in the way
i which they ought to go, and wake them real men, than if you had
them for ever under your eye and guarded them with the most Jjealous
care from every appearance of evil. Hence T say with all my heart to
8t. Patrick’s Society, “ Go on and prosper ” in the work you have
begun. Carry out you plin with no niggard hand, Let everything

m and abont your club-rooms be ficst-rate of its kind—furniture, deco- |
rations, and all. Moy it be said of them in the words of the poet— |

Nuthing ngeloss 14 ar low ;
Fach thang inoits placs s beat ;
And what seams but wdle show
Brrengtheus and supports the rest—
80 may you hope o leaven the whole masy with a nﬁ spirit—the
wenkest elements must rise with the body. till even the vietims of in.
tempernnce, and the worst excesses roused from the besolting sleep of
sensuality, and the dream of sin, by the freshening ntmosphcare of the
place, awaken to shame and regentance, aud turn away with leathing
and disgust from what, in thewr nild delirnum, they once fauiced us
the sole enjoyment of hife,
‘Those who have abilily o profit by the advantages offered them,
and yield to the gentle altractions suviting them to do so, will eertainly
be greaily benefitted.  * Bat who amonust the very best of oar mem-
bers,” I seem (o hiear tliem say, © eun liope to uspire to those high
petitions or win these trumphs ¥ou hove spoken of 27
and ne favor?’ Noj there s o Trejuiee against us, for we are Iriahe
men and Reman Cathiobies,  Sudler i for o moment to touch on this
delicate ground. 1 will not detain you long, and will be careful to
ayoul enying a word to cllend the religious sensibilities of umy one

“ A fuir field

present. This is o practical point of much interest to every member
of St. Patrick’s Society, and I cannot well avoid alluding to it on the
present occasion, and particularly on 8t. Patriek’s Day. T have you
see, pnt the two names topether—Irishmen and Roman Catholics,
Once they were identical almost in many parts of the colory; and as
far a8 my own feelings are concernad, I wich from my h art they were
to in reality. Some forty or fifty yenrs ago. in the Eastern Province,
they had queer notions about th: animal ealled l}ishman. Even‘t.hose
who are spything but fiiendly to the being in his two-fold capacity st
the present day, wonld smile at what was currently believed in the
olden times, and at the traditions regarding the raee still preserved in
some nooks end corners of Lower Albany. T do not find fault with
the * Pilgrim Fnthers,” na they are sometimes called. They and their
families, kriew little or nothing of us before they landed here, and
what they knew aftervards of the many wild, reckless, haram-scarum
deserters and runawavs from the army was not caleulsted to imprees
them favorably. These notiona, thank God, are now, we may eay,
“past end pone.” From Alzoa Bay to the Gold Fields I question’if you
will meet an intelligent humnn being of any nationality who will think
1 the lesa of nny snber, well-conducted man, simply because he ig an
Irishman, There ara good apecimens of the Celt everywhere through-
; out the land—men that we may be vrond of in all ranks and in all
! professions—and the better they are known, T can safely say, the more
they esteemed. The genial qualities o™ the Celtic heart, when duly
controlled, make feiends evergwhere. 8o far, then, nnticnality is no
barrier to suecess,  But then comes the relisious question, and here T
must confess there is o prejadice. But it is Lot a prejudice which
should dircourage anvone nmongst yon from doing his best to win
fame and honor in the battle of life. It ig now nnt a hlind, invincibla
prejudice. Even nmongst the Boers in the wilderness, who were once
taught to curse and loathe the very name of Catholic, there ia a wide-
spread and rapidly growing belief that Catholics can be homest men
and true. You can live down a prejudice like this. Be men in the
real signification of the word ; shrink from everything {hatis low, mean,
and eontemptable; be honest and truthful in all your dealings ;have
self-reepect, and then your natural good qualities, your warm-hearted.
ness in friendship, yeur fervent gratitude for kindness, your well.
known generosity, will balance anything disagreeable eveu in the name
of Papist, The day is gone by when the mere ery of an odioua name
ean evoke the rage nnd indignation even of o mob. We can afford to
treat these cries of passion with indifference and contempt. They do
| us no real harm : rather, I should sny from experience, help us, and
| certninly react on those who are so Jow and cowardly ns to attempt by
this tneans to hound on the public against their Christian brethren.
A word more and T have done; and what T have to say, in con-
on, is suggestad by what hns been just now before my mind, ag
well as the festival of 8t. Patrick. "'We have to suffer nt fimes from
prejudice against our religion. The great remedy which not only
averts evil) but converts evil into good, is patient endurance. If vou
study the life of the great missionary who christinnized Ire.
land, end whoee memory we venerate to-dav, you will find that this
virtue of patient euffering was an eminent trait in his chavacter. In
him, through grace, it rose to heroism. And if you read the history
of your conntry you will see that he stamyped this character on the sonl
of the nation he had begotten in Christ. Twmpatient of eonstraint,
highly sensitive to wrong, impulsive to the highest degree of any peo-
ple an the face of the earth, brave and dauntless to a fault, the Celés
! of Ireland, as a'people, learned from St. Patrick’s teaching and example
. to ba ** meek and humble of heart ;" and they practised this sublime
" virtue, first taught by Christ, through whaole centuries of cruel wrong.
i Thia a lowly virtue in the eyes of worldly-minded men, rather, I
' might say, it is contemned and despised by them as our Divine
| Redeemer in the fool's garb and silent befors the tribunal of Herod
| was degpised and scorned hy the proud monarch and his courtiers,
| but it is in truth & sublime virtue—henven-barn in its origin—ang re-
| quiring the examplelof a God-mnde-Man to render it conceivable and
practiceble to proud human nature. It in a manner defles fhis
jmature.  Talk of the bravery of the battle-field, and physieal
j cournge in nll ite forms, these are but mere instincts of man's
i better nature cnmpared with the heroism of endurance!  Hor
i this involves the rAetermined trampling down of self in every
. shape and form, and the consfant, unwearyine, patient watchfuiness to
: keep down this most powerful passion of the haman heart. Learn to
| be patient and silent for ronscience’ sske. Let this be the crowning
| vivtue of the habits of self-respect and mutusl forbearance and gentle
| manners, which I firmly believe wiil be fostered in this new St.
i Patrick’s hall and eclub-room ; and there ia no doubt but that the
! name of Irishman will rise every day in the public estimation of Port
i Elizabetli, and that your countrymen throushout the colony will look
. to you and your works with houest pride and gratification.
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Mr William Barrr, of Kiilmallock, Dr Meehan. of Holveross, D
Sheedy, Killmallock, Thomas Donovan, and Michael Meehan, were
| prosecuted at the Braff petiv sessions for an extraovdinnry series of
| frauds upon the New York Insurance Compnny. Tt was nlleged that
| the lives of several persons living in the district were insured with the
company without their kmowladge, their signatures to the necessary
i dorumenta heing forged and frandulent medical certificates. Barmy
. wss allaged to be 2 party to the frauds and the other persons were
eharged with preparing snd sipning the frauduolent documents. Oune
. of the perenna so insured wna Mr Charles Wilmot 8myth, J.P.,, who
* was at the time engnged in disputes with his tenants and threa’ened
with assissination, and it was alleged that Meehan, one of the nccused,
. attended o meeting ar Ballylanders to accuss him. The accused were
returned for trial at the assizes on two Jdistinet cnses,

During last yenr 90 140 emigrants loft Treland, being an increase
compnred with the yenr 1872 of 12,047. The total emiaration {rom
Tredand since Alay 1. 1851, the date at which the collection of returns
commenced, is gtated nt 2 232,744 persona,

! Prines Arthur has been crveated Duke of Connaught and Eavl of
, Sussex,



