
THE LATE REV. FATHER NORRIS.
Auckland, April28.

You will see from the Auckland daily papers, that on Suuduy last,
the Catholics of Auckland and the Thames,had a most painful and
solemn duty toperform, in following to the grave a young, zealous
and much belovedpastor, theRev James Norris. The rev gentleman,
from all accounts has fallen a victim tohid unwearied and laborious
efforts to promote the spiritual interests of his people. His health
gave way, and after a violent and painful illness of a few days,he
passed peacefully to his rest, and, as we may piously hope, to his
eternal reward. His last moments were passed asbecame a faithful
minister of Christ in such amanner as to show to all around him that
his heart was full of faith,hope, and charity,aad thathe wasperfectly
resigned to the will of God. He received the Sacrament of ExtremeUnction,but on account of a difficulty in swallowing,and the 'insta-
bility of hU stomach, the Blessed Sacrament was not administered to
him. llis remains were removedinto the Cathedral, from the friend's
house in whichhe died. The numbers seenkneeling inprayeraround
his cofau,aud the tears whichmany shed, attested the reverenceand
affection which wero so universally felt for him in life, aud their grief
at his premature death. When the painful moment at last came in
which Ins remains were to be removed from the Cathedral for inter-
ment, the griefof some of those who had known him most intimately,
andhad slnrod inhis pious labours on behalf cf the young, was most
iutens3, and found vont in a flood of tears. The Very Rev. Father
Fynes, acting for Bishop Croke, in his absence delivered a funeral
oration on the occasion. He evidently spoke from the heart, and to
thehearts of his hearers. The funeral was the largestever seen in this
city, and probablyin the Colony. When we see a zealous, able, and
exemplary priest thus suddenly cut off in the flower of his age, we
may well say that God's ways are past finding out. But we know
that everything is wisely and well ordered by Heaven. We can no
longc seeFather Norris's face, norlisten tohia counsels;b it Godhas
not leftus without other faithful pastors, and we would do well to
hear and obey their voices while they remain with us. When a good
shepherd like Father Norris is thus removed,it must bo regarded as a
chastisement inflicted upon us, his flock, by thehand ot God, and
intended for our correct im and special warning. *'Blessed are the
dead who die in the Lord."

—
R.I.P.

three days (meaning,Ipresume, three days' interval betweenhistending th« petition and its actual presentationby Mr Cutten), "andifyou wished youmight have complied with the requestof your con-stituents, or at air events have asked some other member to presentthepetition. Bishop Moran admits in the article of the 7thJunethat the petition was presented by Mr Cutten:andIfind from therecords that this wason the 22nd of June. Ihave taken the troubleofexamining the Votes and Proceedings of theCouncil of that year;also my own diary,and the newspaper reports of the period,to seewhenandhow the Catholic petitions were presented,andhowImy-self was engaged during the same time. Ifind that on Thursday,Jttne 15,Iwas in the House and voted. On Friday,June 16 thefirst batch of Catholic petitions (five) were presented by Messrs.Shepherd, Bustings, Haughton, Hickey and Armstrong, and that apetition from Messrs. Marshall and Copeland, brewers, which hadbeen entrusted to me was presented "by Mr Shepherd pro MrBarton. Iwas therefore absent from the Council on that duy Infurther proof, my own diary shows that Iwas, on the 16th June,
engaged till 12p.m. (midnight)on the enquiry inReichelt's case. OnSaturday, 17th June,of course,no sitting of Council. On Monday,19th, two moreCatholic petitions werepiesentedby Mr Clark andMrHaughton. On that evening 1 was employed in the Iteirhelt
case till 10 30 p.m. OnTuesday, the 20thJuno,no Catholic petitionswerepresented. Ithereforepresume none were sent down. On thatday,1believeIwas absent from tha Council. At any rate,Iwas ab-
sent from theafternoon opportunity of presenting petitions had therebeenany topresent, asIwas engaged from 2 p.m. till 3.30 in consul-tation with Messrs J. MLean, Henry Driver, and Jami-B Macassey.
Ihavenoreasonable doubt thatIwasengaged the re'«t ofthat evening
inpreparing toconduct theheavy case of Bathgate v. BankofOtago"
which occupied the Court the two following days. Ifind on Wednes-da) the 21st no Catholic petitions werepresented,andIagainpresume
none were sent down. On that dayIwas engaged till after 4 o'clock,and Ifind no trace of my presence that evening in theProvincialCouncil. But of this Iam certain, that even if Iwas present,Ineither heard nor saw anything oftheDunedin Catholiopetition. Ifind that on the 22nd (Thursday) two Catholic petitions werepre-sented:one from Kyeburn, Oaruaru, &c-, by Hon. J. M'Lean;theother, from Dunedin and other places, by Mr Cutten— this latter
being the one whichitis alleged "hadbeen kicked about the CouncilHall for three days." On that duy the 22nd, the "

OtagoDaily Times'reportshows thatIwas engaged all day from10 a.m. till 7.16 p.m. inthe Supreme Court in the case of Bathgate v. theBank of Otago.
"Thus itappearsthatBishopMoran is mistaken iv supposTng thatIwaspresent onany of theday» when thesepetitions were presented,

andequally mistaken in believing that Iknew he had sent me theDunedinpetitionand letterhe refers to. As to thedelay, if there wasany,Ifind that the Dunedin petition was by no means the last tLat
was presented. One was brought forward on the 28thJune by MrLumsden, and another so late as the 7th July, by MrMackenzie.Were these two petitions left"kicking about the Council Hall ?"Bishop Moran terms me 1

"quondam blatant Liberalnow turnedOrangeman," and adds that "the most besotted bigot could nothavegivenexpression to a greater 6pint ofhostility tohis Roman Catholic
fellow-subjects,and a more lamentableignorance in reference to the
deeigns of the Catholic Church," thanIhave displayed. Iv so far astJieprinciplesof Orangeism imply opposition toUlframontanism,Iam
content tobe ranked«s an Orangeman. With

"
the designs of theCatholic Church," so far as creed is concerned,Iclaim no light tointerfere,but in regard to its political policy Ido claim such right:"where it ceases tobe a creed, it becomes a state-craft. Iadhere to mystatement that the real object of UltramontaneCatholicismii to keepits own flock unthinking and uneducated, and to retard as nucli aapossible thehburul educationof others. From the statementsof IrishCatholic bishopsIwill make a few extiacts, and leave the public tojudge. Bishop Derry, in a pastoral dated Ash Wednesday, 1865,

epeakiug of the Queen's Colleges in Ireland says:— "lt is expressly
enjoined on us to keepyouth away from Colleges of that description.
Parentsand guardians of youngmen are to understand thatby accept-ing education in tliein for those under there charge, they despise the
warnings, entreaties, and decisions of the Headof theChurch. Ad-
hering to the dicipline in force in the ilioeese,we once for all declare
that they who are guilty of it shall not be admitted toreceive theHoly
Sacrament of the Kucharist or ofPenance -while they continue their
disobedience "

Iv September,IS6D, a pastoral by Cardinal Cullen
was published in the 'Times,' in which occurs the following pass-age:—"l am so convinced of the evils of themodel School system,
that Igivenotice to any Catholic parents who shall obstinately perse-
verein keeping their children ia the lion's den, in themidst of danger,
that Ifeelbound to deprive them of the advantagesof theSacraments
of the Church until theymake up their minds toact asparents anxious
for the eternal salvation of their children ought to act."

Dr.Keane,Bishopof (Jloyne, examined before the Royal Com-
mission onPiimary Education, said the only thing the Church didnot
claim to teach was the multiplication table, and Mr Doirian, the
Bishopof Downand Connor, inanawer to the same questionsaid that
"eveninarithmetic, there might arise points of a metaphysical kind
which a teacher might explaininjuriously." Ifthese RomanCatholic
Bishops are true exponents ofthe "designs of the Church," thenno
ouocandoubt what those designs are.

— Iam,Ac,
Geoege ElliottBakton. i

Dunedin,May 11.

To theEditor of the
'
Evening Star.'

Sib,— Inyour issue of this evening there appear* a second letterfromMrBarton in reference to the part taken by Catholics in the
recent election. This letter gives me the lie direct, and has, con-
sequently,noclaimonany attentionfrom me.

But, under the circumstances, Ioweit to the public to state the
easeas betweenMr Bartonand myselfmore fully thaaIhavehitherto
done. Inmy former letter, from an unwillingness to trespass too far
on your space and to contradict MrBarton'sstatementsunnecessarily,

THE FRANKLINELECTION.

MR STAFFORD AT NELSON.
MbTeottpb has been defeated;but he was supported by120 electors

amost respectable number, and under all tue circumstances much
greater than could hava been expected. His successful competitor,
MrMay, only polled180. Itis believed by many t'mt theCatholics,
if they hudonly united themselves moderately,cuuli have secured Mr
Troupe'sreturn, inconcert with thoseProtestants who are advocates for
whatMrDisraelicalls

"
faith and freedom.

The Catholicsof Franklinnot only made no united effort tosup-
porthim, but they, it is reported,did what was much worse-— some
ofthem at leust. They sought to cast suspicion on thepurity of his
motives in coming forward to advocate their claims to justice ivmat-
ters educational This was most ungracious conduct on their part.
Surely every manis entitled to have credit ior good intentions hihia
words and acts till the contrary beproved against him.

aturday,May 16, 1674.] NEW ZEALAND TABLET.
Iconfinedmyself to whatIthen considered sufficient formydefence,and passed overa great deal of Mr Barton's letter unnoticed. MrBarton did not suggest to me, either directly or indirectly, eitherhimselfpersonally at any interview, or through a third party, that"apetitionkhould bedrawn up andsent to each of the congregations forsignature 5 and that eucli of them should be presented to theCouncilby thbmembers sitting for therespectivedistricts." We hadno inter-view in reference to the drawing up ofa petition j nor had vre any
conversation to that effect. Before our first interview, the Dunedinpetitionhadbeen drawnup andsigned.

MrB rton had two iuterviewswitk'mo,andonly two. Isoughtthe first for the purpose ofasking him topresent the petitionoftheDunedin Catholics, which had been already prepared;and on thatoccasion the conversation, whichMr Barton denies,did most certainlytakeplace.
The second interview was sought by MrB.:rton himself; andonthis occasion he askedme to use my influence for him in the LakesDistrict, for the representationof which he said he intendedto be acandidate. The conversation between us during this interview, as

given inmy former letter, is undoubtedly true in every particular. It
need-not, therefore,be repeated now. But towards the close of thisconversation,Idid go over from the fireplace, -were we had beensitting, to the wall on which there was a list of members who hadvotedagfiin9t our most just claims and absentedthemselves from thedivision without cause, and said, "There is a list ofour enemies. In
every contested election we shall vote against these, nomatter whomaybe their opponents;and though we arenot strong enough toput
in friends, we are in many or most places strong enough tokeep outthese— our enemies."

As to themeeting said to have beenheld inSt. Joseph'sSchool-house,Imust sayIneverheard there hadbeen suchameeting. Ido
not believe there was such a meeting. On the evening of the day of
the election, at 8 o'clock, there was a meetingof the TabletCompany
in St.Joseph'sSchool-room;and whilst the firstcomers were waiting
for the arrival of a sutficisut number of shareholders toconstitute a
legal meeting, the conversation turnedon the event of the day. Iwas
present,and told those who were in theroom andca el to listen, what
Ihavestated in this and my former letter in reference to the two
interviewsIhad withMr Burton,and our conversations during these
interviews. But this could havehadno influence onan electionthat
hadbeen decided several hours previously.

—
Iam, &c.,+P. MOBAN.Monday,May 11.
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