
time bemade for a special portionof the Asylum being set apart for
inebriates.

Gentlemen,
—

The variousbranch railways authorised by youlast
session have been contracted for at rates which, looking at the
advancein theprice oflabor and materials, may be considered satis-
factory. You will be asked to sanction furtherimportant branch lines
this session, among which may be enumerated the following:

—
From

themain line, up the Valley of the Waihemo, across the Taieri plain
to Outram, to the Tokomairiro and Kaitangata coal field, through the
island ofInch Clutha,and toTapanui,and to theNight-cap coal fields.
Itis hoped that the wholeof these branches may be completed as
soonas the main lines, to which they will act as important feeders.
Insteadof forcing land into the market to pay for these lines, Iwould
propose that power be applied for to the General Assembly at its next
session to raisemoney onloan for their construction upon tho security
of specific blocks ofland.

Last year,aa youare aware, a Billwas passed through the House
ofRepresentativesauthorising, subject to your approval,an extension
of theLawrence line to the Dunstan, the money to bo raised upon
specific security in the shapeof a block of laud contiguous to the line ;
thisBill,however, was thrownout in the Legislative Council. Ishall
be glad toknow your opinion relative to the proposed extension, with
a view to further action in the matter. My own opinion is that in
many respects the line inquestionshouldbe regardedas a main trunk
line, opening up,asit will, the wholeinterior of theprovince.

The very large increase of traffic on the Southland line renders
it absolutely necessary that a considerable expenditure should be at
once incurred on additional plant, on storage, and on extensionof the
wharf at Campbelltown. Itwill also bo requisite to reduce the gauge
■I'om Campbelltown to "Winton to 3ft. 6m., and to assimilate the
rolling-stock thereto, for which expenditure you will be asked to
provide.

The additionalpier accommodationnow in progress atPo^ Chal-
mers will,it is believed, whencompleted,largely increase the traffic on
theDunedin andPort Chalmers line. As it is, the returns during its
first year, which were estimated at £22,000 haveamounted to £21,553,
while tho expenditurehas exceeded the estimate by £4,166 ;ofthis
amount a considerable proportion ought, strictly speaking, to be
charged against the capital account, being for outlay incidental to the
making of anew line, until it has become consolidated and got into
working order.

There are various other matters bearing upon thepublic interest
H different parts of the province to whichImight bo expected to
allude,and to which Ishould be glad to refer;but, as in common
"with the questions to whichIhavedirected jourattention, these must
be submitted to your consideration specifically during the session, I
shall refrain from doing so, and for the same reasonIwould suggest-
that the usual reply to n>y address may be dispensed with.

Gentlemen, 1now declare this Council open for the despatch of
business.

just causeof complaint,and Iexpressedthis opinion to persons who
conveyedit to Di Moran. The result was thathe desired aninterview
with me, and at that interview he stated his grievance,andasked me
in what way he couldbest obtain a fair hearing before theProvincifl!
Council, of whichIwas then amember, informing me thatallhiscon-
gregations throughout the country warmly coincided with him. My
advice was that apetition should be drawn up andsent toeach of the
congregations for signature, and that each of them should be pre-
sented to the Council by the members sitting for the respectivedis-
tricts. Iheard no more of the matter for a long time. Butonenight
in theProvincial CouncilIwas told by amember that an eveningor
two before, during my absence from the Council, a great number of
Catholic petitions had beenpresented,and that one which should have
beenpresentedby me had been duly presented by another membei
On the evening -when these petitions were presentedIwas in the
Magistrate's Court, in the inquiry in Reichelt's case, the Court sitting
throughout the evening, as well as the day, for anumberof days.

Some time after my interview with Bishop Moran his partianns
in the Conncil brought forward amotion affecting the subject of his
alleged grievances, and proposing changes in our education system
This motion went beyond whatIfeltIcould conscientiously support
andIaccordingly didnot support it, althoughIwouldhavesupported
amotion for aninquiry, and for theremoval of any causes of just corr
plaint.

Some time afterwardsIwas informedby Mr C.E. Haughton thai;
Dr. MorancomplainedthatIhadinsulted him by declining topresent
the Catholic petitionhe had forwarded to the Council Chamber. lat
oncecalled onhim, to explainhow it was thatIhadbeen unable to
present the petition,and to assure him that it had been presenteu
though not by me. Ireminded him thathe hadgiven me ho notic*
and, assured him that Inever heard of the petition till after it had
been presented. To my surprise he declined to acceptmy explana-
tion, and rising from his chair he wentover a list of nameshanging
on the wall, and pointing to one writtena little way down, he sp;c,
"MrBarton ! There is your name. We, Catholics, are notstrong
enough to put ina member of our own, but whenever you or any of
the other gentlemennamed on this paper come forward to contest any
constituency, we will show you that we are strong otiough to keep
him out!

"
My non-presentation of the petition under the above circum-

stances is the groundput forward by Catholics (since the election) ft
-

their opposition tome ;butmy ownbelief is that the real ground i~
my well-known views on secular education, aiad my desire touphold
our liberties, whether assailed by priestor.layman.

Before this election came onIwas aware from whatIhad seen
iri the Tablet, that the Bishop'shostility to me stillremained;neve-
theless,Irefrained, during the contest, from any allusion to the sal
jeet, from a feeling of reluctance to raising the No-Popery cry. I
have been watching the struggle now going on in European countries,
andIgather that the real object of the Ultramontanists is to keep
their own flock unthinking, and uneducated, and to do what they can
to retard the education of others inall respects in which education
would fit them to guard the liberties they possess, or increase those
liberties with wisdom andmoderation. We, Protestants, know thatno
free country that ceases to struggle for this class of education will long
retain its liberties,however democratic its institutions may appep" to
be. To use the wordof an eminent French writer, "TJltramontauff
Catholicism — and since thepromulgation of the decree ofInfallibility

Ithere is no other— is beat on making itself master, in order to cut up
b) the veryroots the liberties which the Cliurch condemns."
i The danger our constituencies are in from that party is greatly
increased by the darkness of their workings aud the crookedness of
I their paths. Protestants willyet havea severe struggle to mainta;n
;the right, won through somuch blood and persecution,tohave educa-
i tiou without bigotry. But they must fight. Happily, in these eouu-
1 tries as yet, theJRoman priesthoodcau only rule the ejections through
the apathy of Protestants. Once we awake to the fact that tin

jCatholics vote in a block against any candidate who will not furthei
Itheir schemes, and thus that apressure canbe brought tobear sufficient

to force every Ministry to yield more or less to their demands; then
the spirit of the country willbe aroused, and the bare suspicion of

j Catholic support will defeat any candidate, and overthrow any
IMinistry. Iobserve that Mr Staffordhas lost anelection in Caute- "

bury province,and someof the newspapers accouut for the defeat ofso
eminent amanby stating that the Catholic support receivedby Hin
ulieuated theProtestantelectors- Ifthis be so,Canterbury is awaking.
The l>unedin election was the converse of Mr Stafford's case. Here
the Catholics,by concealing their true alliance, and pretending a con-
nection with vie,put inmy opponent.

! Itake thisopportunity of thanking the electors whovoted for m.
Iand Ihope the contest, however barrenin the results to me, may not
1 be without its uses to them. Ibelieve that every eligible Catholicin
j Otago is on Uie electoral re.l. Ihope the Protestants will at once
1 follow their example. Shall those who are working to undermine
ihboity, be the only persons whocarefully secure the right of voting?-"
1Iam, &.c,
1 Geoege Elliott Baetou.

Dr. Moran's Reply.

to the editor op the 'otago guattdun.'

Silt,— You will much oblige me by publishing a few words of expi? r1,1.
tioii from me in reference to 0, letter from Mr George lilliotL Bmrou
whichappears inyour issue of this morning.

As to thenumber of Catholic voters in this city, whichIam si-
prised to hear is so large, and the part taken by them iv the lvi

-
election,Ihave nothing to say, inasmuch isiam completely ignount
on thesepoints.

In the second place, Itook no part w^^ever in the election,
didnet canvass;1did not ask auy man lor his vote for either ofth
candidates;Idid not harangue apublic mooting;Idid not rccor
my own vote:yet Mr GeorgeElliottliar ou holds me responsiblefo

MR BARTON AND DR. MORAN.

The following letter, with reply thereto, has been published in the ,
daily papers. We give them intact, and leave ourreaders to form their |
ownopinion of MrBarton :—:

—
i

MrBahton to the Electors. !
to the editoft of ttte

'
otaoo gtta3jdian.'

Silt,—Iwas not aware that the official declaration of the poll was to
'

be made on Saturday last, and consequently did notattend on that.
occasion. This might seem an unimportant matter on which to ask a
portion of your space;but Ido sonot bo much onmy ownaccount
as thatIhare something to say to the electors thatmay guide themin
future political struggles. J am told, alike by my friends and oppo-!
ncnts, thatIna« beaten ruther by Dr Moran than by Mr Wales und

'
theparty who supported him, and Ihave satisfied myself that the

'
Catholic voters of this city recorded a block vote against me, their i
numbers being, to thebest of my information, close on 400. Ifthis is j
correct, then theProtestant voters (who do not vote at dictation, but
according to their opr.iions)°wcre dividedas follow :—:

— j
Barton ... ... �, 541 I
Wales ... ... .., 229

Protestantmajority ... 312
During the contestI-was told by many influential Catholics that

the Catholic vote would be considerably divided, the larger number,as
th"\v believed, being in my favour. The same identical gentleman,
after my defeat, told me that the Catholic party had given ablock vote
against me, and woulddo so at e\ery election where Ipresented my-
felf. Some of my suppoiters haveinformed rue that certain leading
Catholics went about among the Protestant electors representing that
Iam mjsclf a Catholic, and my famih bigoted Catholics, while at the
fame time it was represented to certain Catholic electors that Iam a
renegade Catholic, und had wantonly and grossly insulted the Catholic
bedu Ilearn, tiKo, that whenever, in the course of their canvass,
th(>y met a warm supporter of mine, they slated that my friends need
)Kt c\crt thcnise]ve«— that Iwasquite' safe, as the gie'at bulk of the
Tush Catholics had determined to support their countrjimm
Imust here.=top to say thatIam aPiotcstant, and thatnone of

II y name ever wcie Catholic. Iam not only a Protestant,but lam
tl c nephew of an Archdeacon and cousin of a'])ean of the Church of
Inglinid, and my iathcr was not only aProtestantbut an Orangeman,
therefore a grosser falsehood could scarcely have been uttered than11.c assertion that Iam cither a, Catholic or a renegade from that
faith.

The cause, or pretendedcause, of this priestlyhostility to me is as
follows :—lt:

— Itwill be within public recollectiou that shortly after Bishop
Moian camehere Ic complained of certain paragraphs in our public
school-books wlmh he thought were calculated to diminish,in the
children of Catholic parents, the respect due to their own priesthood.
It germed tome that if such were the case BishopMoran would have
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