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[Suturday, May 9, 1874,

NEW ZEALAND TABLET.

timme be made for a special portion of the Asylum being set apart for \
inebriates.

Gentlemen,—The various branch railweys suthorized by you last
zession have been contracted for at rates which, looking at the
ndvanes in the price of labor and materials, may be considered sntis-
fuctory. ¥You will be asked to sanction further important byanch lines
this eession, among which may be enumerated the following —From
the main line, up the Valley of the Waihemo, across the Taieri plain
to Qutram, to the Tokomairire and Kaitangata cosl field, through the
island of Tneh Clutha, and to Topanui, and to the Night-cap coal flelds,
Tt is hoped that the whole of these branches may be completed as
soon g8 the main lines, to which they will act oa important feeders.
Instead of forcing land into the market to pay for these lines, I would
propose that power be appliod for to the General Assembly at its next
session te raise money on loan for their construction apon the secarity
of epecific blocks of land.

Last year, ag you are awars, & Bill was passed through the House
of Representatives suthorising, subject to your approval, an extensivn
of the Lawreace line to the Dunstan, the money to ba raised upon
epecific security in the shape of a block of Jand contiguous to the line ;
this Bill, however, was thrown out in the Legislative Council. T shall
be glad to know your opinion relative to the proposed extension, with
u view to further action in the matter, My own opinion is that in
many respects the line in question should be regarded as & moin trunk
line, opening up, as it will, the whole iaterior of the province.

The very large inerense of traffic on the Southland line renders
it absolutely neceszary that s considerable expenditure should be at
once incurred on additional plant, on storage, and on extension of the

wharf at Campbelltown. It will alse be requisite to reduce the gauge
ivom Campbelltown to Winton to 3ft. 6m.,, and to assimilate the
rolling-stock tlhereto, for which expenditure you will be asked to
provide.

The additional pier nccommodation now in progress at Pogy Chal-
wers will, it is believed, when eompleted, lurgely increase the traflic en
the Dunedin and Port Chalmers line.  As it 13, the returns during its
first year, which were estimated at £22,000 have amounted to £21,553,
while the expenditure has exceeded tho estimnte by #£4,166; of this
meount & considerable proportion ought, strictly speaking, o be
charged againet the capitul accouut, being for outlay incidental to the
maling of a new line, until it has become consoliduted and got into
working order. !

There ars various other matters bearing upon the publiv interest |
i1 different perts of the province to which T ‘might be expected to |
ullude, and to which I should ne glad to refer; but, as in common |
with the questions to which T have direeted your attention, these must |
be submitted to your consideration specificully during the session, T |
shall refrzin from doing so, and for the sume reason I would suggest |
that the usnal veply to wy address may be dispensed with.

Gentlemen, 1 now declure this Council open for the despatch of |
husiness. :

MR BARTON AND DR. MORAN,

TaE following letter, with veply thereto, has been published in the
daily papers. We give them intuct, and leave cur readess to form their
own opinion of Mr Barton :—
Mz Bawrox 1o tnE LIrcroms.
TO THE EDITOR OF THE ‘OTAGO GUARDIAKN.

81, —T wan not aware that the offieial declaration of tlie poll was to |
be made on Seturday lzst, aud consequently did »ot attend on that
ocension.  This might seem an unimportant watter on which to ask a
portion of your space; but I do so not so much on my own account
as that I have something to suy to the electors that may guide them in
future political strugples. T sm told, alike by vy friends and oppo-
nents, that T was beaten ratlier by Dr Moran than by Mr Wales and
the party who supported Lim, and I Lave satisfied myself that the '
Cathiolic voters of this city recorded a block vote agzinst me, their
numbers being, to the best of my information, close on 400. IF this is
correet, then the Protestant volers (whe do not vote at chctation, but
uccording to their opiions)iwere divided as follow : —

Barton 541
Wales 229
Protestant majority 312

During the contest T was told by many influentini Catholics that
tlie Catholic vote wouald be considerably divided, the larger number, as
1hey believed, being in my favour. The same identieal gentleman,
after my defent, told me 1bat the Catholic party had given a block vote
against me, undd wouid do so ut every election where I presented my-
self. Bome of my supporters have inforined me that certain leading I
Catholics went about ameng the Protestunt electors representiog that |
Iam myeelf a Catholic, nnd my family bizoted Catholics, while at the |
sume time it was represented to certsin Catholie clectors that I om a |
renegade Catholie, snd had wantenly and grossly insulted the Catholie |
bedy., T leawn, aleo, that whenever, in the course of their canvass, |
they met o Warm supporter of mine, they stated that iy friends need
nee exert themselves—that Ewas quite safe, as the mieat bulk of the |
Trish Catholies hud determimed ta support their countryman ’

T must lierg stop to sy that I am a Protestant, and that 1one of !
ny name ever weie Cathobie. I am uet only a Profestant, but T am !
the nephew of an Arthdeacon and ccusin of a Dean of the Chureh of
Jupland, and my father was not only a Protestant but an Qrangeman.
Lherefore o grosser alseheod could seareely have been uttered than
:l.o] assertion that I mm cither o Cotholic or s renegade from that ‘
aith. i

The cause, or pretended canae, of this priestly hostility to me is as
foliows :—1t will be within public recolleetion that shortly after Bishop |
Moran came here 1 e complamed of certain paragraphs in our public |
sthool-books which Lie thought were calculuted to diminish, in the
rluldren of Cotheli: parents, the vespeet due to their own priesthood.
M ecemed to me that il such were the case Bishop Moran weuld have [

« ject, from a feeling of reluctance to raising the No-Fopery cry.

i tion without bigotry.

just eause of complaint, snd T expressed this opinion fo persons who
conveyed it to Dr Moran. The result was that he desired an interview
with me, and at that interview he stated his grievance, and asked me
in what way he could best obtain o fair lLearing before the Provincio!
Council, of which I was then a member, informing me that all hie con-
gregations throughout the country warmly coincided with him, M
advice was that o petition skould be drawn up und sent to each of the
congregations for signature, and that each of them should be pre-
pented to the Council by the members sitting for the respective dis-
tricts. I heard no more of the matter for a long time. But onenight
in the Provincial Counal I was told by a member that an evening or
two before, during my absenee from the Council, ngr_eab number of
Cathelic potitions had been presented, and that one which should have
been presented by me had been duly presented by another membey
On the evening when these petitions were presented I was in the
Magistrate’s Court, in the inquiry in Reichelt's case, the Couxt sitting
throughout the evening, as well aa the day, for a number of days.

Some time after my interview with Bichop Moran his partisama
in the Conneil brought forward a motion affecting the subjecs of his
alleged grievances, and proposing changes in our education system
This motion went beyond what X felt I conld conscientionsly support
and I accordingly did not support it, although I would have supported
& motion for an inquiry, and for the removal of any causes of just com

laing.

i Sowma time afterwsrds I was informed by Mr C. E. Haughton tha;
Dr. Moran complained that I had ingalted him by declining to present
the Catholic petition he had forwarded to the Counal Chamber, I ap
once called on him, to explain how it was that I had been unable to
present the petition, and to assure Lim that it had been pressptec
though not by me. I reminded him that he had given me no notic:

and, assuved hun that I never heard of the petition till after it Lad
been presented. To my surpri:e he declined to accept my explana.
tion, and rising from his chair he went over a list of names hauging
on the wall, and pointing to one written a little way down, he sric,
“ Mr Barton! There is your name. We, Cetholics, ure not strong
encugh to put in & member of our ewa, but whenever you or any of
the other pentlemen named on this paper come forward to contest any
constituency, we will show you that we are strong onough to keep
hirn out!™

My non-presentation of the petition under the sbove circum-
stances is the ground put ferward by Catholics (since the eleetion) fi -
their opposition to me ; bub my own belief is that the real ground 1.
my well-known views on seculsr education, ned my desire to uphold
our liberties, whether assailed by priest or layman.

Before this election came on I was aware from what X had seen
iu the TaBLET, thut the Bishop’s hostility to me still remained ; neve:
theless, 1 refrained, during the contest, from any sllusion to the su.‘:I
have been watching the struggle now going on in Furopean countries,
and I gather that the real object af the Ultramontanists is to keep
their own flack unthinking, and uneducaled, and to do what they can
to retard the education of others in all respects in which education
would fit them to guerd the libertics they possess, or increase those
Liberties with wisdom and moderation. We, Protestants, know that no
free country that ceases to struggle for this class of education will long
retain its liberties, however dewocratic its institutions may uppes- to
he. To use the word of an emivent French writer, * Ultramontane
Catholicism—and since the promulgatien of the decree of Infallibility
there is no other—is bent on muking itself master, in order to cut up
bj the very roots the liberiies which the Chovch condemns.™

The danger our constituencica ore 1n from that party iz greatly
increused by the darkness of their wurkings and the crookedness of
thewr paths, Protestants will yet have a scvere strugsle to mantsn
the right, won through so much blood and persecution, to have educa-
But they must fight.  Happily, in these coun-
tries as yet, the Roman priesthood cun only rule the elections through
the apatly of Protestants. Onece we awake to the faet that th
Cathiolice vote in a block against nuy candidate who will not furthe:
their schemes, and thus that a pressuve can be brought to bear suflieient
to force every Ministry to yicld more or less to their demands; then
the spirit of the country will be aroused, and the bare suspicion of
Catholic support will defeat any cundidute, und overthrow any
Ministry. 1 observe that Mr Sinifurd has lost an election in Caute- -
bury province, and some of the newspapers account for the defeat of su
eminent o man by stating that the Catholic support received by him
alienated the Protestant elecvors. If this be so, Cunterbury is awaking,
The Dunadin election was the converso of My Stafford’s case. Here
the Cutholies, by concealing their true alliance, and pretending a con-

i nection with e, put 1 my opponent.

I take this opportunity of thanking the electors who voted for m.
and T Liope the contest, however barren in the results to mo, muy nov
be without its uses to them. I behieve that every oligible Catholie in
Otago 13 on the electoral rell. T hope the Protestants will at once
follow their example. Shall those who are working to und.ermina
libety, be the only persons who carefully secure thoe right of voting P—e
1 am, &e.,

GroreE ELiiory DGamtox.

Dg, Mors~'s REPLY,
TO THE TLDITOR OF THE ‘OT360 GUARDTAN.
81%,—T¥ou will much oblige me by publishing a few words of explana .
tion from me in reference Lo o letter from Mr George Lilictl Bmiton
which appears in your issue of thic morning. .
As 10 the number of Catholic voters in this eirty, which I am su
prised 1o hearis so large, and the part taken by them in the lu -

| tlection, T have nothing to say, inasmuch s L am completely ignoiomt

on tiicse points, . .

Tn e second place, I took no part whatever in the election.
did net canvass 3 1did nob ask any man for his vote for ewther of 6k
eandlidales ; I did not harangue a publc wecting; Idid net recor
my own vote: yei Mr Greorge Elliott Liav ou halds me responsible fo



