
GENERAL NEWS.
On one point only has the Liberal party been obliged to joinI

with theCentre inopposing theGovernment— namely, the newspaperstamp tax. Eventhe
'

Voikische Zeitung' declares thut the Govern-
ment has sustained a severe defeat on this point, and will not be able
long tostand its ground. "

A greater defeat," writes this journal,"Bismarck's Ministry has neveryet sustained."
InPosen, thenew year has been celebrated by the imprisonment

ofthe Vicar of Loga, in the districtof Traustadt, who has long been
a victim of persecution and annoyance. He entered on his fourmonths'captivity with the resignation of a true confessor,and his de-
parture was solemnized by the tolling of thechurch bells,and the tenrsofthepeople.He will doubtlessnot have long to wait for companions
in misfortune-

A final judicial seizure has beenattempted on the Archbishopof
Posen;it was impossible to discover anything in the stripped palace.
The last fine inflicted upon him was of £300, bringing up the total to£3,300 The arrest of the venerablePrelate is considered tobe immi-
nent. Itis expectedhe will be taken off to the prison of Frankfort-on-the-Maine,before he is tried by the ecclesiastical court at Berlin.Onapplicationofthetribunal ofecclesiastical affairs, Mgr.Ledochowski
has been cited or the 14th January before the Court of Appeal
atPosen, toundergo a first examination. His Grace has been sinceimprisoned.

The Italian Government has atlast taken legislativemeasures toput anend to the odious traffic carried on by certain families in send-
ing children abroad to be turned into ambulating musicians andbeggars.

General Kanzler is quite embarrassed by the number ofapplicants
for thehonor of aplacenmonp the guards of the Vatican. They are
all men of rank and wealth who apply, only too anxious tohave thehonor of l.iyieg d wn their lives in defence of Christendom. The dayfollowing the 20th Septemder 1870, the Popechose 100 men for his
guard, and thos? men are all there still, except thosekilled two yearsago, outside Porta Cavulleg^ieri, and they have been replaced.

The diocese ofPhiladelphiaha* collected and sent in to theRight
Rev.Dr. Wood a large sum of money for the SovereignPontiff.

°
Afew dajs ago the Very Rev. Dr. Chatard, the worthy rector of theAmerican College here in Rome, presentedthis sum, which reached

thehandsome figure of 25,000 dollars ingold, to theSovereign Pontiff.The happy Christmas senson is oneof gifts, so the time ofsending this
offering to theHoly Father is veryappropriate.

Mr Jonathan Pirn, the member for Dublin is inRome. Theca«e
of theIrish properties in Rome, which are threatenedwith confisca-tion, has engaged his attention.

The Popereplying, the other day, tc addresses presentedby the
pupils of the German andNorth American Colleges at Rome, said, in
his address to the Germans, that on returning to their country they
would meet witha terrific persecution which would remind them of
thatunder theEmperor Julian. They must therefore arm themselveswith patience andstrength to undergo the struggle, and imitate thegloiious example of the clergy. Addressing the Americans his Holi-
ness said:

"
InGermany, liberty is oppressed, but in your country iti* complete andalmostexcessive or at least verydangerous. For you,therefore, the easy practiceof the laws of Christ and complete victoryover yourselves are virtues which are extremely necessary toaid you

in vanquishing the temptations of bad example."
The Duchess of Aosta continues ina very precarious stateofhealth Her malady dates from the day of her departure from

Madrid. Obliged to fly in all haste from the capital, and to bmve,only a few days after her confinement, the cold of the month ofJanuary,she contracted the germ of consunttition. The di*ease has
how made such progress that a fatal terminati^ is apprehended.The Minister of Justice has introducedaBill to render the cere
raonyol civil maniage obligatory before the celebration of the religi-
ous rite. The commission appointed to carryout the liquidation of
the ecclesiastical property continue taking possession of various con-
vents.

On Nov. 22 a large number of students were presentedto thePope. Amongst the youths presented to the Sovereign Pontiff were
students of Propaganda from Australia, from Jutland, from Schwerin,
from Smyrna, from Zante, from Santonn, and from the Cape of GoodHope— a regularcosmopolitan gathering whichcould only be producedby the Catholic Church. The Holy Father was surrounded by thePrelates of his Court, and had at his side His EminenceCardinalMertel. Addresses werepresented to him by the Americas and Ger-
man Btudents,and these andtheir replies to them have attractedmuch
attention.

Uponthe 18th December hiß "Holinessreceivedinprivate audienceDr Lynch, Archbishop of Toronto in Canada,and theIrish Bishopsnow in Rome,namely, Dr Conroy, Bishop of Ardagh, DrMcDevitt,
Bishop ofRaphoe,and Dr McCorinack,Coadjutor Bishopof Achonry.
M. de Courcelles, the French Ambassador to the Holy See, has
returned to Rome and has beenadmitted to andience by Pius IX.

There is a veal Irish souper ut Rome, Mrs Gould, whois earnestly
at work endeavoring to draw thepoor children of the city from Catlio"-hc faith by belly filling.

The Genevan Council of 6tate have disoiissed the Abb<s Blanc
from his office of prison chaplain in consequence of his " improper
and persistent attacks upon the institutions ofthe country."

The Catholics of Switzerland have sent aprotest to the Govern-ment against theexpulsionfromthe country of tlie PapalNuncio. Hereia the oldest nunciature disappearing; ever since the 13th centuryfliere had been cNuncio in Switzerland.
The Federal Council has decided to hand thePapalNunciohis

passports, in consequence of thePope's last Encyclical letter.
On account of the disturbed state of Spain, the Archbishop olValentia, Mgr. Mar.ano Barrio y Fernaudes, who> has been createdCardinal,has gono in person to Rome to receive theHat. By orderof M. Ca?telar, the Spanish Prime Minister, the finest apartments ofthe Spanish Embassy atRome have beenplacedat the disposalof the

ic.v Cardinal.

(1). Joseph, Ai'ti'i- Jud., lib. xni.
("1). Matth.,n,2-2.
IS) Tins pnuce, called Herod Antipas, to distinguish him fiom Herod thti

ldumeau,his fiithar, iv the same that £ :ureain.the history of theP.usioiL.
of Our Saviour.

(4) Matth.,ii,20.
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A Sedition in thb Tempx-e of Jerusalemdubino tkb
Feast of the Passover.

The multitude accepted, aa thehappy augury ofa just reign, this dis-
courseofArchelaus. Some among them demandedthathe would easethem of their annual tributes;others desired theimmediaterelease of
the prisonerswho languished in the dungeons of the deceasedking ~

rothers required that he would abolish certainheavy taxescollectedatthe custom-houses. All these favors were granted. Archelaus stood1

in need of thepublic favor, as a weight in thebalance which was to-determine the imperialratification. Hebought,by the sacrificesmade
at Jerusalem

—
and for which he intended fully to indemnify himself

hereafter— the all-powerful suffrageofRome. But this self-interested'condescension served only to embolden the pretensions of his new
subjects. The flames of the funeral-pile, whilst consuming, a short
time previously, the illustrious doctors Judas of Sepphoris andMat-thias, with a considerable number of youtbs of the first rank,had
enk;ndled in nil hearts an ardent desire of vengeance. Thepublic
mind grew every day more excited. The approaching feast of thffPassover, and the presence of aninnumerablemultitude ofJews fromJ all quarters,assembled to solemnize thefeast, added to the importanceof the situation. A deputation waited on Archelaus to beg that he
wouldrepair the past injustices, by putting to death the counsellors ofHeiod,whom public animadversion pointed out as the auttors of the-
condemnation ofJudas of Sepphoris. The youngprince used allhi*efforts to calm the seditious j he represented to them that euch a
measure was beyond his power;that until Caesar should have con-firmed him in thepossessionof the throne of Judea,lie couldnot take-uponhimself the responsibility of go important a decision. Later on,.
whenthe sceptre should be conferredonhim by Coeaar, he promised
that he would consult with them as to the most prudentmanner ofjudgit7g this affair

—
This answerwas received with seditious clamours.The Pharisees,secret instigators of theriot, had set all inreadiness for

an insurrection. The days preceding the feast, several among them
had kept together in the Temple, evenduring the night, begging abit
ofbread from the passers to and fro, inorder not to interrupt their
furious declamations. A.n immense crowd wa« assembled withinthe-
sacred precincts;Archelaus, frightened, sent one of his generals,at
theheadof a bandof soldiers, to repress the insolence ofthe factious.
The mob rushed on the soldiers, massacringall they could lay hold on,
and the offi er, covered with wounds, was forced to fly, in order te
escape certain death. Archelaus now deemed it necessary to take
activemeasures. He sent out the wholearmy to surround the Tem-
ple, and gave orders to the cavalry to prevent those who were witbia
from quitting it, and to repulse all those who from withoutshould
manifest an intention of entering the sacred precinct< tobring succour
to the rebels. This measure converted the fary of the Jews intocon-
sternation. At the sightof thehorsemen, who quickly took possession
of everyegress, the multitude rushed out of the Templein disordered
masses. Three thousand were cut topieces by the soldiery, while the
reet found a retreat in the neighbouring mountains. A proclamation
was issued putting a stop to the celebration of the Passover for that
year,andobliging all strangers and visitors to withdraw to their own
homes, and the decree of Archelaus, notifying this decision waspub-
lished thatsamenight (1).

26.— Retubn of thk Holy Family toNazabeth.
Such was the situation of Jerusalem, when the Holy Family,

quitting the hospitable soil of Egypt, reached the frontiers ofJud»»
We can understand, therefore, why it was that St.Joseph" feared to
pursue his journey thither." (2) Profane history, placed side by side
with the evangelical text, forms to this latter, a lutrinous commentary.
It wasnot because the new Kiug Archelaus wasson ofHerod, thatSU
Joseph darednot enter into his territory. Antipas, (3) tetrarch of
Galilee, was also the sonofHerod, nevertheless Joseph did not fear
to take uphis abode at Nazareth.

"
Those who sought the child, to

put him to death,are dead," (4) had said the angel. This celestial
message completely re-assured Mary with regard to the intentions of
thenewprinces. Ineffect, Archelaus and Antipas- werenot thinking of
recommencing thebloody scenes of Bethlehem. These twobrothers,
secretly rivals, thought only of supplanting each other. Archelaus-
wanted to gain the imperial ratification for the will whiohculledhim
to the throne. Antipas, following the counsels of Salome, his-aunt,
hoped to turn the tideof popular opinion in his own favour,at the
c)urtof Augustus, thereby to cause himself tobe substituted King o£
Jerusalem,in theplace of Archelaus. A former testament of Herod-
gave him thisright. Inorder tosecure the success of his pretensions,
each competitor found it necessary to court the popular furor. This
necessity inclined the two joung princes, for the moment, to acts of
mildness and clemency. Nothing short of open and determined
rebellion on the partof the factious, couldhave provokedtlie repres-
sion which had just stained the Temple of Jerusalem with blood.
But this incident which Archelaus would have wished toprevent,and
whose unforeseen explosion was so detrimental to his designs, proved
to the Holy Funiily, a real danger. The strangers gathered together
for the fuast of the Passover, thus abruptly driven away,and flying
from the Holy City, conveyed the news of the massacre te all the
frontiers. We can conceive then, how St. Joseph, being himself on
the road to Jerusulem, must have shared in the general apprehension.
Private fears, besides, were awakened in him, arising from the feeling
of his responsibility v ithregard to the divine depositentrusted to his
care. The illustrious travellers, therefore, passing along the mariti ne
coastofPalestiue, arrived at Galilee, and the VirginMary beheld once
moreher abodein Nazareth, to whose humble roof was reserved the

■ glory ofsheltering the childhood and tlie youthof the IVlan-God.
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