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INFIDELITY, HERESY, AND PUBLIC WRONG THE
BOURCE OF CIVIL DISORDER.

Sowe little time ago I took the liberty to oall the sttertion of the
Protestant '* leaders of public opinion” in Dunedin, snd the literary
and religious public generally in that intellectunt city, to s io
Lord Macaulay’s writings, in which he strongly urged the necessity of
stucying the history of the Pum or RBoman Catholic Church—of
course studying it candidly and Jul]y.. In his opinion there is not now
and never has existed on this easrth’sny one thing mors deeerving the
study of scholars and philosophers than the FPapacy, or Roman
Cathalic Church. More recently, another English Protestant historisn
of greater repute even than Lord Maesulay bas expressed himself
much to the same purpose, or rather, if possible, more etrongly. I
mean Mr Fronde. He is of epinion that nothing more grand, more
beautiful, or more useful and beneficsnt, has evser boeen known t6 man
out of himself than the Roman Catholic Church as it “once was”
He, lenrned and clever as he is, does not seem to see that what the
Papacy and Bersan Catholie Church once were, they are still the same
now, ard ever will be in all essential points, Her principles and her
aims now are the samie as they were 600 years ago, when Mr Froude
saya eghe eonquered, by the sheer force of ber spiritual power and
 goodness,” the hearts of the noblest and the bravest champions of
freedom whom the world has ever meen. A like work she is now
engaged iu, for she is striving—and successfully striving—to conquer,
or rather re-conquer and bring under her spiritual dominion again the
noblest and the bravest people whom the world has ever known in
modern times-—*the imperial race” of England, as Archbishop
Manning calls them—men whose passion for liberty no one doubrs
any more then he doubts their many other great virtuea. Could any
one truthfally say of any Church calling iteelf Protestant what Mr
Froude has said of the Roman Catholic Church as it * once wae.”
Tyue the love of many Catholica bas waxed vold in later times. The
instances of heroic charity are not so frequent and conspicuous among
the Oatholic clergy or Jaity now as there were 60/} years ago, when, as
Mr Froude tells us, the Roman Catholic Church was so graud, so
beautiful, useful, and powerful, But the Catholic fervor of these
early times it beginning to revive fast in gurs. KEven in the worst of
times the Church has always contained some few men and women
eminent for their sanctity, though their names may never be heard of
by the public. Itis they who nurse Catholic piety and charity, and
koop them warm in secret till the time comes when they shall openly
show themselves to the world, und epread like fire, If the history of
the Papeey be s profitable and interesting story to literary and
réligious men, the history of heresy is equally so. As the Roman
Catholic Church is the sole defence of Christian faith und best support
of civil order, 80 heresy is the worst enemy of both. The object of
all heresy is to undermine the authority and even destroy the exisrence
of the Reman Catholic Church. It consequently renders all con-
stituted authority in every country, Cstholic or Protestact, insccure,
and dependent on mare popular caprice. Among heretics and bad
Catholics 1be law of the strongest is the only law. Right and justice are
of litd account to them, Witness the treatment of Roman C-a_tholics
by the Presbyterisns of Otago in the matter of schaols, and, \.ndeed,
by Protestarts generally. The worat enemies of Christ—the Gibbons,
the Humes, and Voltaires, and Tom Paynes—nare ever the deadly
enemies of the Pope nod the Catholic Church, and they fraternise
with Protestants in many ways. Heresy, iofidelity, tyranny, and
treason are birds of one festher, Heresy ia uaually the firet step to
the rejection of ail revealed religion. It is producing the fruit of
infidelity plentifully in these times, and, as the natural cunsequence, a
Jox moratity. Both Mr Froude and Lord Macawday have eaid much
to confirm the prejudices of the prejudiced against the Roman
Catholic Church, but they have also said much in her favor—more
than sppears quite consistent with their position as her obrious, if not
atowed enemnies. On the whole, they have done her more good than
Laym most probably. The wonder is how they and such as they, have
geen so much of Cathohie truth withuut seeing it all ; but such is the
force of early prejudice and intellectual pride. However, the Prc-
testant resders of the works of these great writers may bo often more
gandil and just in their way of viewing Catholic offaire than the
writera themselves, and may profit accordingly. Lord Macauiay and
$Ir Froude must have been at times rather bewildered at the thouglt
of their having to sey 8¢ much in favor of the Catholic Church while
they were ila open eneinies, aad laboring to hold it up to public
odinm and execiation, Were all that they have both written as to
the abuses and immorulity in the Catholic Church true, and not ex-
aggerated or misrepresented, that would not in the lemst affect her
claim to be the sole und the iufallible teacher of Christian doctrine.
The Jews—the lay and ecelesiastical portion of them both—sinned as
no other people have sinned ; yet they were the sole possessors of the
whole truthi of God. Llheir ¢ins did not invalidate their claim to be
the true children of promise. All the sing of Catholic priests and
laymen, were they tenfold grenter than their worst epemies have
represented them to be, would not prove that the Catholic Church
onught to be rejected. By ite fruits the tres is known, is a sound and
indeed daving mpxim or rule of judgment; but it is papsble of &
wrong application. It is surely misapplied when used to prove that
tha Catholjc Church cannot be the true Chureh hecause of the mul-
titude pf bad Catboiiie im all ages. Faith is one thing, practice is
snother, and we know from the highest authority that. though many
be culled into $he true Churech, yet few in it are chasen for eternal
raward, and that through their own fanit they ehall perish. The
melauci]oly exhibition of Cutholic depravity which euch writers as
Macaulsy and Froude make in thejr worke, by no means establishes
the position which the enewmies of the Cn‘t.ho!m Church are so eager to
maintain ngainst her. Many Cathglics in eyery age have exhibited,
ameong laity snd clergy; and 1 every condition of Lfe, such degrees of
pety, sell-denial, and heroic charity as the best of Prciestauts have
gsearcely ever dreami of, and certainly never attempted to imitace, Mr
Froude himselt tells us ae much. Bad Catholics abuse God's grace aa

no other man can abuse it. It is natural to sappose, then, that when
Catholics are indifferent about their aspiritual interests, or out-snd-out
bad, they must be bad tadesd—worse than any other class of men, or
even pagans. Exporience proves that such is the case. It is because
the Catholic religion is so. pure aud severe, and so much opposed to
everything worldly, that so many of its tepid profesiors are so yomark-
able for their irreﬁgimu and immoral babits. If the Catholio religion
were more lsx and accommodating, many of its adherents might be
outwardly more decent and reapectable in & worldly sense.

Lac.

TRISR SKETCHES
(Continued.)
MOUNT MELLARY.

Another celebrated religious and educational institution visited by
our humble correspondent. on this oeccasion is that of the famous
unt Mellary, are 1 slept one night to realise for myself the pro-
verbinl hospitality of the Cistercians. Here are thess monks on the
mde of this rough mountain, fighting with natural sterility, and the
doors of their refectory and dormitory open to the whole world for
the last forty years! The veory pight I arrived there the main house
was crvmmed with guests, and next day after the departure of one
batch, I counted sixteen strangers at the table with myself! From
what I have seen and heard, I believe with many others that this
‘ Mountain of the Lord"” sheds a spiritual influence over the whole
Trish Chareh—it is the common muster ground for lay and clerical

retreats from the Giant’s Oausewny to Bantry Bay.

As for scenery, the province of Munster may be truly oalled a
natural fairy land. To attempt a description of Killarney alone, this
letter shonld be at least twice its present longth and say not one word
on any other subject. It is, indeed, fully equal to ita fame. * From
morn 1ill dewy eve” a stream of sight-seers keep flowing and ebbing to
and from this land of enchantment throughout the year—fancy the
railroad from Mallow to this one spot having little else to do than to
bring customers to this single market of cettlar breadatuffs!  Another
line is moving from Cork in the same direction, but more southward
for the sske of Gougane Barra, Glengeriffe and the Bantry Bay region,
As yet, however, it does not extend bsyond Macroom, about sizty-six
miles from the lakes ; but good horses and cars render the journey
even now very pleasant.

THE BLACEWATER.

Then at the other side of Cork is the glorious Blackwater, and I
for one would as eoon miss Killarney itself as the Irish Rhine, I have
seen your Hudson, but I must lay my longing eyes on some other
Hudson before the natural poem from Youghaf to Lismore ocan lose
its place in ry memory. The sanctuaries of Mount Mellary over-
locking this glorious picture—the sceno scema the holiday attire of
nature to win us to the besuties of grace. Then the very different
type of acemery on the mountain road from Lismore to Cahir, the road
rnaning glong the aide of Knockmeldown's highest summit, overlooking
a vale of great beauty and fertility, lanked on the other side by the
still mors alpine range of the Galters enclosing that gem of raviaes,
the magnificent Glen of Aherlow—O, here is a treat for the visual
palate of any connoisseur ! Farewell, my lovely native land, I may
never seo thee again. God save Ireland.-—Fidelis in the Oincinnati
Telegraph.

THE GERMAN PERSECUTIUN.

A CALL FROM THE ARCHBISHOPF OF WESTMINISTER.

Tue following letter was read by order of the Archbi,hpp of West-
minster, in all the Churches of the Archdiocese : —
¢ Archbishop’s Honse, Westminster,

“ REgv. AND DEAR BEETHREN AND DEAR CHILDREN 1IN CHEIST—
On Tueaday last a meeting was held in 8t. James’s Hall by certsin
of our fellow-conntrymen ta express their sympathy with the Grovern-
ment of Prussia in persecnting the subjects of the German empire on
account of their religion. 'We are all free in this conatry to speak our
mind, Those who got up and attended the meeting last Tuesday had
a right to do so. They upprove of violations of conscience and of
persecution by fings and imprisonment for the sake of religion. Every
man who took part in that meeting is on gecomplice in these acts of
tyranny. They bave spoken theie mind. It is for you mow to use
the same liberty, and to spesk your mind with equal freedom. On
Friday next, the 6th of February, a meeting will be held in 3t. James's
Hall, at half-past seven in the evening, to condemn these doctrines of
persecution, fatal to the rights of conscience and to the civil and
religious pence of our country. You will also convey to those who are
suffering for conscience’ sake in Grermany an expression of hoartfeft
sympathy, and a promise that we will pray day by day that by the
grace of God they may be n1‘nda strong to stand firm and inflexible
against all violence for the rights of conscience and for faith. Ae
many of you as are able will be present at the meeting of the 6th. It
is & canse in which rich and poor are alike concerned, for it is the
cause of Grod and of His Church. You will, we are surs, allow no
hindrance of any worldly kind to prevent your attending to protest
against these mischievous attempta to rekindle the religians animosities
which in times past have so cruelly afflicted those kindoms,

“4 HENEY EDWARD,

" Archbishop of Westminscer.”
January 30th.

News Indeed !— An exchange from ths other side of the 4 rlantie
says: ** Julge Lush, now engaged in the Tichborne caze, 1: .o firat
Catholio 12 occupy the English bench einee the Reformation

Iri:' Llz® in Longdon.~ Bome gentlpmen, including m nbors of

Parlisient inraiested m the experiment, intend to get u  wn Irish
social and politieal clab in London.



