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In writing thus, we' fea¥ that We are’ not promoting the
political interest of Mr Srarrorp. To be thonght to be even
favérable to justice to Catholies is the worst possible nécimmr-
mendativn to.almost any New Zealand quhsﬁ,t'q%l‘iéy‘z? e |
No-Popery ccy.is as potent in this colopy - particalarly ih'tHé
sonfhérm provinees——nsit ever was in the old country,.eves,
inthé workt days, I} was for thia reason that. we .did: nut.
daré fo say oue word ‘in reference to ‘the recent!Duviedin:
election. -We feated lest our opposition to Mr BArtdR fight
heve : eridbled that gentleman to appeal to Profestant pre:.
Jjudicés, and #hus secure his election beyond the possibility of
adovbt. We did not oppose him,'therefore, list-wennight
thereby incur the responsibility of being instfuméntal in
reburning him, A
W are rot quite sure, ther-fore, that in saying even
a few truthful words »s to Mr STAFFoRD, we are not-rather
digobliging him than otherwise, DBut he is a pullie man,
and consequently public property, The liberty, tlerefore,
which we tuke is our right. It is our business to speak the
troth, and when education is concerned, to speak the trath at
all bazrds,  Seeing, therefore, that Mr STArroRrD i8 one—
the  foremost one- of ‘our public men who has lad the
courage and the honesty to dectare himself on the gide of
truth and justice in the Bducatbm controversy, it wounld be
both ungrateful and unjust on our part to neglect to make
public recognition of his services. What we have written
may prove an obstacle to Mr >TAFFORD'§ election elsewhere
aud on a future yccesion ; Lut as evil is not to be done that
good may flow from it, so justice is not to be denied because
acgidentally an injustice may foilow. Right reason teaches
that honor is to be given where honor is due; and the
Catholics of New Zealand have not so many friends” that
they can afford to ignore such a friend as Mr StarForD, at’
considerable expense to himself, has proved himself to be.
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WEEKLY ERITOME.

A FIRE, which nt one time threatened to be of a somewhat serious
natore, broke cut abont nine o'clock on Monduy mworning last, mn
Cumberland atreef. 1t appears it originated on the premiser of a My
Fortester, end quickly extended to the houses adjoiving. BMira For.
rester states that shorly after breakiast she Lt a fire under the boiler
in tke kitchen, with the intention of dowg some washing, and supposes
that a spark must have eanght the loose clothes lying about, Huving
oceasion to leave the room, on her veturn ehe found it so filled witn
smoke as 10 render admirtapce 1possible.  She 1mwediately gave the
alarm, but bedore any preventative messures could be taken the back,
portion of the premises *wns in flames.  lhe fire beil gave out
the alurm, and the brigade in the space of ubout twelve munutes
were upon the spot, but the house wus cowmpletely gutred
before the fire could be got in hand. They however, succeeded
after some eXxertion in arresting its progress, whieh considering the
bmildings were all of wood, at oue tine seemed rather doubtful. MMe
Forrester bhas lost evervihung, the furniture bemng all consumed, and
though mmsured m the Nosawch Unuon for £100, he estimates lus luss
at £200, £20 of which was in cashi.  The famihes iu the other houses
have also iosf considerably, theiwr furiiture and effects being materially
damaged in their basiy vemoval. The buwlding was owned by Mr
Cutten under a lease, which expires in two months, but fortunately
a fow months smce he effected an msurance in the Norwic: Union
for £300. Great proise 18 due to the biigade for the manner m which :
they worked, and 1t 13 owing o their exertions that the whole block is |
uot now 4 mass of ruins.

Tar Supremes Court was oceupied during the whole of Monday in
the heartog of o breach of promise cuse, in which a Miss Margaret
Forrester aued Mr Joha larling, engineer, for dumages to the extent
of £2000. Mr Macassey appesred for the pluimiff, and dilated m
ruther eloguent teyns on the wrongs of bis cheut. lietters from the
defendant were sead 1n evidence, und the jury after some deliberation
refurned a verdict for the plaintdl, bub assessing the dumages at £25)

" vTmE annual meeting of the Licensing Beuch, under the Licensing |
Act ol 1873, wus held at the Resident Magistrate’s Court, on Tuesdax.
Mr Ba lgn e oecupied the ehair, with Messrs, Strode, Fulton, snd
Mas  uw< Compusmoners  The poeblie mustered in wunsnal foree, the
approuches o the butliing bemng erowded during the entive day. The
Chaitnan o opeming the Court stated that it was the first licunsing '
under the new Act of Jast Session, and that mrost materinl alterations
had taken pluce simnce lust yenr. Tn future the licensing Beneh should
consist of # perugnent Court, the Reawdent Magi-trate being chalrman,
with (hree Lonnussioners appointed by the Government.  That would
be a suteguurd trom,—as it bhad been allegod, whether truthfully or |
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ing'the &Hme aud oFeites’ arising €ibu disofderly Woudes ' Soverdl
npglicnﬁons"’for “whaldgie * licanses "o ’fdv&’mﬁlx‘"ﬁ'é&ived,’ while
ot.hél;q'i'irl‘l‘icﬁ'fﬁéd Bean "ﬂpduﬁ'ﬁiw tid timé elintsad,; ware heldover
for'fi‘dnaidéih’t'iﬁj!. “"The “Courl: #as ‘dotuied diveig. the dmire day.
heuring J;:b:ii h;ij)ﬁcn’ﬁoii’é frori' Cavershind, Juawkih, - Portabello, and
the sithirbs, B id edéli cied the hppliciits wete sutijected th ¥ sairghe
ing fnvéstjsition de’t6 ehiariieter, dvéoimodarion, &0, ° Ou' Wadnesday,
the dpplicationty froju " piisaid i’ ¥HO' Gity "wiive considersd, whien -
ser:erhl‘:‘&br'éf ‘rdfuséd dntlig g“v’_&uﬁdﬁ that doing valy & bui (¥ade, they
wete ?16t'1‘-E'cih‘Tre'd'."’ S e P
Tag foltlowing qmogp,!;g'“we;'o!r_eﬁtei'éed for our Holy Father o4 Ingt
| Friley.—Wangnug, £f54 “Laranuki, £1; Méhuge Flat, £8
Holitike, £13 83; Pimien, £10,  , © A
Jory¥ WILMBURST, lae surgeon of the Tales of  ihe Houth, was
broughtiup tor seuténce at the Suprdine Court, Christchureh, tharged
with lapegnyins '/ bulee of mbdicdl comforts during the vovade ot
Counsel fod the priswter ‘dra® doder thie 48¢h section of ‘the Paa-
sengefs Aot, that medioal comigrts were pluce [ undes the ghnrgo of the
nmedical oltieer, 1o by wsed nb hiis diddretion i tliorefire, sl -ugh there
might be “agtb i the ondis, -thore: could be o lareeny. . Tha judge.
veserved the painty and allowed thé-prisoher at libecty on his ewn
recognizaneds in £500, and (wo sureties’of £250. )

B]:;lfo;é‘]_?.' the business of the Ruprone Court w1e catled on Tueaday,
Mr Birton, hs counsel for Putiick Lofig, charged with mue ler, said Re
had i'sslueq subpogide tir several redi fdies 'in Graen Trelanl, and had
endeavoyfed fo abfillii fiom'fhem inlormation with regard’ o covtain
mattera which be desited (0 knoWw befdvc he would éalt thiem ns Witnss.
. Hefound a great maly wére unwiiling to gite any' thiorma iod,
and somé on aceount of ceftais intimidaiion whicis had' been bi'ou.s,h&
to bear upon them He a-led the Codrt, a9 this was o matter of life
and ‘deatl, to let 1t be ﬁu?licl urdetttood that if Wng arte npt were
majf “to intiniiate' pell(ﬁ_(}vfz'nln' iving juformetion, or wkdIsst o
thrédten- them fm:’gi\'ihg"sucli inforimution, ot from uppeiing as’
witnéssés ut the trinl, the. Court' wadld visit siieh soiduct with-heavy’
punishiiéné, * Hid ifonod, howevet, in reply, informed M# Barto'that
he ‘eonld not give exprdssioh t§ 4n e'xhrh.pli"hcial vpinion of h maLbEE
which wits ndt befors’ lnm. My Bartoil! eaid he felt'it his duty te
make '_a?n'lle"x.a_ﬂp'Iicsﬁ_‘inq to the Court to'havé persous who Fefused td
give evidinee, 'withiniited for ‘Bontempt, aud would ask Hi ‘Hdwuor to
make kitowu throigh the press tids Fithesses shbuld pot ¥ithtéld day
evidenfe ey might bg'ubl}' to give in the rdagfer.”
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OF Wednerday 15 persons were' removed from the Quarantine
lsland to the Burp wks gt ssavershaw,  The remajning portion are pro-
gressing most favourably, snd will be spon remly toF rempval, or{ly'
i3 patienta being new on the Islaud.

[

BoumE conslderable amusemnent was created in the Supreme Court
on Tuesduy, during the hearing of fealy v. Heenan, being an action
for £500 damages for slleged slander, The case itself wad o dreary
and uninteresting one; but it was enlirened by a sharp encounter
between the opposing eounsel, MedsrsM1Gassey and Barton. The first-
named genitleman in cross examining the plaintiff, inquired whether in
the event of the case being adverse to him, he was 10 a position to mest
the costd, “This, Mr Barton held to be an insinunatign that the case had
been undertaken by him on speculation, and while indignantly denying
that euch wad the ease, yet expressed s determnination when returned
to Partizment to bring the question of leg.l costs before the House, and
sweep away the snobbery of the Bar.  ar Macassoy explaiued that
he had not alluded to Mr Buarton in his remark; but binted that the
Suprome Courk was hardly she place to unfold his parliamentary
programme.

A NEW ZEALAND TEMPERANCE CONFERENCE
FOR CATHOLICS.

THE example of the American Catholies in forming Temperance Homes
or ITutels for Catholie immigrants, might weli be foliowed in this
country—but it is much to be feaved, in our amall community, the
publican element is too strong for E.hz\t. T have often t}wught that jn
our lmger towns Catholic working men might form a joint stoek hotel
or club, inte wlieh no intoxicating drink should be admirted—its
members need not be total abstamers. It would serve as a resort for
Cutholies in town or country, where they miglt get a good cheap
me:, and o chenp comfortable bed, with Catholic books avnd newe-
papers, and good Cutholic company. As o mere money speculation
1t might puy.  Drink and bad books, and bad zompeny, ave the bane
af Catholics heee and every where else.  Why don’( the * Hibernian
Binefit Soclety ” take the matter up? Itis in their way., The ¢lnb
ghiousd have o Chaplain—as in the cjubs for the “ upper ten ™ ut home

¢ —pa'ities would be quite adinissable into such a club, under certain
I rules.  The Reform Club and Cariton, in Londer, instead of excluding

polities, putionise them. Yet good and cheap esting and drinking
and lodging urve provuled at the same time in these clubs  Even ia o

" privaic houss both pohtics and religion are allowed to be discussed in

a quiet and moderate way. A club or hotel of the sort might be placed
under the mmmgcmcn(: of n professional Restaurant-keener, who mishs
raceive a cominission on the profits.  Cleanliness and cheapness should

" be the principal things in an insitution of the kind, If in time they

could ruise & billiard-table, it would be a great and innocent attraction,



