
COMMERCIAL.
Mess-sPbttkb,StewabtandCo. reportad3} low^for,tbaweek

Fat Cattle.— A jnodergte supply of 50 head was yardedat the
mual weekly snle, butHie qualitybemg~Tt>r~ t!7e~ffu^~pVTo'nly~<>rdin-
&iy toirojddjingj'jwe <yn)npjb( qupje ?nyt|advance jupppj^iyJatfrquota-tioiis.,,,BeMyprjme qualij^ sflarce,
would olwafe.fiM ready, sale> jjj&e,fltto/e be^-t, 'quanta aVabottfTfroii:'22sJoiaSs.pejMlftOlbs j^ejlium.jlfcytojlSs.X'^cBSi^jifthe yarcfe 2tf ■

head,and haveplaced40 headprivately, r'""'.';,> ,"■ ■" / ',' ti;

. i."F.at, Sh&jJo^.A]l|out]i)OO
k
werepenned

— mostly'menno'wetners and
«we«— which we sold at the following prices— say, for ewes, 5s 6d to
§c 6d;wethers 7s 6d fo~Bs. None"oT~tbe above wereof refflly good
quality^ Prirri© q.93s?+>redfl aipsttleable atr24rd,don?erinos 2td. We
haveplaced400 for forwar"l delivery '

-
J-~jr'-xJ -~jr '-x. Fat,Lambs.

—
50 werepenned to-day,aportion of which were sola

' Store Cattle.
—

Tb&re tisa! fairj-demand for quietgrown steers and
spayed cowp at from £3 10s to £4 10s for the former, and £2 15s to
£3 3s for the latter. We have sold 120 head during the week, at
Quotations , ....

Store Sheep.
—

A fewold ewes'rife stft'tt ennriging hands at 3s to 4s,
for thepurpose of breeding",cr'.ies-bredfl.>, 'As;th,e season,however,is -o
far advanced, but few station lots are offering, whichif good would
realise 4s 6d for immediate' delWery. We have a good demand for
youngmerino ewesdeliverable, in Jsmb at 7s to 8->;and also good cn
ditionedmerino «etlier.«, if within easy driving distance, at from 5s 6d
to 6s 6d. Four and s-x tooth cross-breds are much wnnted forpad-
docks, but almostimpossible>t!o'-get; We "have sold 2000 very sup nor
two-tooth cross bredewes at 10s,.and ofother sovts 2500 at quotations.

Wool.
— ;Sinqe the date oi' our list no further advices from the

home market havereached us:_Tn our local market but little busi-
ness has been done, and there is very little woolnow lelfc for offer
At our u>-ual weekly sale ofproduce to-day, we off< red about 50bales, mostof which was disposed of at satisfactorypiices, as follows:
—Greasy stained fleece, M McL, 5 bales 7{d;do fleece, L ovei O,
8 do,9£d ;do do, W L, 2 dc. 10 do,16|d;do locks, Shepherd'sCrook,
1d.,lfd;do fleece, S.O,2 do 9|d;washeddo. M.2do,13d;scoured—

1cross-breil, 1 lambs— X, 2do, 18£ d;do O, 1do, 12I.
Sheepskins. Our sale to-Way wao well attended,but only a few

skins were forward for offer. Bidding, however, was spirited, and full
pric.s were obtained. (Full-'woolled *kins fetojied up to 5s each;
medium dry ekins, Is7u to 2s 9d. BulcSers' merino skins, Is B<i to
IslOd.

Hides arc in fair request, and sound wet-salted command ready
6ale and full prices. The bulk of those offering at the present time,
however,sire not iv shipping condition. We sold several lots to-day,

'

at from 10sfid to14s for dry hides, a>>d 15s 9d to !8s 3.1 for salted.
Tallow is in very weak demand We catalogued 35 casks to-day,

butin the absence of buyers withdrew it. Returns lately received
from tlie home markets for shipments made last season are of an
unsatisfactory character,and hence shippers are disinclined to operate
except at very safe figures, thereby virtually restricting the demand tolocal consumers.

Grain.
—

Wheat is in fair request at Js 9d to4s 10d. for well-
oonditi>ned bright reamples. Oats aie not so actively ci quired for a*
lately, but prices continue firm at last quotations, viz,4s to 4s 2d for
new crop ;4s 4d to 4s 6d for old.
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OURSELVES.

"3)Oashojjcs/or as members of the body pjdi^ic,, AsxCajtMolics
nO.urr.Eaith w^mineasurably.^ore.impprtafljt/fojb, ffiapaether'considerations, and,consequently whate,vjer tten4sjOto,>destroy
or evenweaken it,1 mtisfc necessarily excitetouriaibhorence;{and
arouse ounmdst determined opposition;7/&$ citizens weha*»a deep.interest in the temporal well-being and peace ofsociety;and therefore, We afeWitodinself-tfe&nco tooppow%ve^thii)g calculated to disturb the peace»if" the communityand weaieri', thesecurities of^iffie1various'relations of man toxamt and, of men to th,e, society in which .j'tKey live. OurChurch.,fawhich we look up,,with resppct .dQcility^ andwhich, ha? been divinely appointed toguide!us in^all thinotappertaining to Faith apd Morals, has, declare!' godless andmixed systems of education.to,be intrinsically, dangerous toboth;and ourown readingof /thehistory of the.past, as.wellas'outf own experience,leave no doubt whatever on our mindthat these systems of educatidtt condemned by the Chttrcfcmust inevitablylead to thedestruction ofsociety and touuiver-*sal anarchy. For these reasons, we have neyerceased, in thisjournal,to advocate a Christian and Catholic, education forour own children, that we might discharge theduties whichall Catholics oweto their Faith, and to.their country.

For doing this, those who are opposed to our principles,have spoken hardly of us, and some have gone so far as towish to make the publiclook upon us as disioyaland eventraitorous. But so far frombeingeither the,orie or the otherwehave been as we are,most devotedly l-.yal to the commt^nity in which ourlotis cast;and the vigour and perseverance
with whichwehave opposed what we most firmly believe tobe fatalnot only toour children's faith, but even to the wellbeing of civil society, prove our loyalty and our zeal for thepublic good.

In the not unfrequent passages of arms that' have takenplace between ourselves and our Brethren df the Presswhilsthittingh .rd as we conceived ourselves bound to doin self-defence — wehavealways wished,and endeavoured, too
to avoid personalities and confine ourselves strictly withinthe limits <>f lawful literary warfare. Whether we havesucceededor not, others must judge," but our conscience does
not reproachus on this head. Not so, however,in reference
to extract matter. As to this, there have been two or threeinstan.es in which, we freely admit, we have done badly.But we can truthfully say, that the Editor of this journal^
whilstacceptinghis responsibility, and gladly submitting tothe censure which attaches to mismanagement, was not toblame for these extracts to which allusion has been made.The Editor didnot see these extractsbefore theirpublication

*
had he seen them they should neverhave been published in
the New Zealand Tablet. At the same time we freelyconfers that he ought to have seen and rejected them. Forthe future the utmost care willbe taken to prevent a recur-
rence of anytningof this kind.

As to parties, the New Zealand Tablet willcontinue tomaintain its independence of all parties; but, at the sametime, will discuss political questions, and give a verdict
according to the merits of each, iirespective of individuals
and parties.

This number completes the first year of our existence. The
New ZealandTablet was started under very great diffi-
culties, for the purpose of supplying an admitted want.
Contrary to the expectations of many, including some of its
own supporters, this journal has survived all the discourage-
ments of the piist, and givespromise of a prosperous future.
The difficulties under which it was first published, have
attended it throughout its career. But the energy of itsDirectors, aided by the loyal and generous support of itsfriends, have hitterto enabledit to surmount these. Itis to
be hoped that the Catholic public of this Colony will not
only continue to aidit as in the past, but will accord toit a
stilllarger amount of support.

The New Zealand Tablet has not been everything that
its promoters and Directors wished it to be; but we can say
with truth, that taking all things into account, it is deserving
of praibe for what it has done, rather than of censure for
whatit hasleft undone, or has done badly. To make the
Tabli-.t such as its Proprietary desire to make it, now
depends almost entirelyon the Catholicbody itself. A large
number of subscribers and advertisers will enable the Direc-
tors to increase its size, and render it in every waymore
deserving of being the organ and representative of the
Catholicsof New Zealand.

Education has been and is by far the most important
question for our consideration, whether as regards Catholics

THE HEATHCOTE ELECTION.
The electors of this suburb of Christclmreh have recently
earned for themselves a disgraceful notoriety. The majority
uf this redoubtableconstituencyhaverejected a candidate,for
a seat in the Provincial Council of Canterbury, who 'is astatesman, a scholar, a gentleman,and an able and eloquent
speaker;and elected, instead,nobodies. Under the heading— nobodies

— it is not our intention to include thegentleman
who stoodat the head of the poll,Mr Montgomery. Withone reservation,heis everything we coulddesire. But what
"we mean is, that this constituency of Heathcote has selectedas itsrepresentatives in the

— well, vestry of the Province
men whosecelebrity has not travelledbeyond the confines ofHeathcote, inpreference to a statesman who wns, fur nearly
a decade of years, Premier of the Colony, and who possesses
talents that would secure him a prominent positioninany.egislature.

But observe the reason of thispreference. The Hon. MiStafford, of whom we are speaking,had the manliness, the
justice, and the misfortune todeclarehimself in favor of fair-
play andreligious libertyas regards Catholics. This upright
declaration of an honest man rendeiedthis old public servant
odious in the eyes of the Heathcote constituency. His
advocacy of justice to his Catholic fellow colonists,caused
hi? talents to be ignored, and all his previous services to be
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