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" A SEETCR OF THE LIFE AND TIMES OF
- REDMUOND BURKE. -

LECTURE OF BICHARD O'GORMAN, ¥8Q. ° ‘
‘WeLL, they sent Edmund Burke to school; awd 1t is to be hoped~—
sithough history says nothing about it —that he received a fair amount
of flagellation, becausa that was s long time ago you know, and small
boys bhad no rights which pedagogues were bound to respect.
{Loughter) Punishments then were * alort, sharp, and deeisive;”
but now, of course, we have chonged all that ; we live in » progressive
age, and the henefits of liberty will soon be given to babes and suc_k-
lings. (Laughter.) And the * ingenious youth” of the future will
be taught to icknowledge and obey the restraints of the law, wheu he
comea into mauhood, by having no restraints at all when he was a
child. That is all very well: nnd we will see what will come of it.

Well, Bdmund Burke got through school, and went to Lrinity
College. He made no mark there of any kind ; he simply, in a word,
did not distinguish himself. He did not de¢ anything very good, and
he did not do anything very bad; unlike a fallow student of his, who
waa ail the time getting into manifold dificultiss—as unfortunate a
little creaturs ns ever was known-—the son of a Protestant Minster of
Ballymshon ; and this unfortunate fellow’s name was Oliver Gold-
smith, (Applause.} The next step of Burke's was to go to London
and enter his name in the Inns of Court, His father, a wise man,
who wae an attorney in Dublio, as I mentioned before, insisted that
ke rhonid be a lasyer ; so he became & member of the Inner Temple
and found himself on the highway to the Woolsack ; bnt the journey
to the Wooleack is a long and wearisome journey, and Hdmund
Burke did not go very far uponit.

Loudon, al that time, was in a very unsettled condition. The
Btewarts had just fought out their last’ fight, in Scotlnnd, for the
throve of England and hed been signally defeated. The Highlanders,
with the immemorisl gallantry of their race, Lad followed their chiei-
tams into the jaws of death. The elaymore against musketry often had
dene wonders ; but it failed. Culloden was lest; and the heads of
fome of the Jacobite gentlemen that were taken prisoners, affixed on
epikes above Temple Bar, grivued a sort of admonition to ull who
might wish to set up the exiled dynasty. ©ld women with spy-glasses
used to let the spy-glasses out at “ a penny a luok,” to any loyal citi-
zen who might desire & better viuw of that highly exhilarating spectacle.
The wars in France, too, were over, and they disgorged upon ifngland
a number of gentlemen of the profession of arms, who, finding no con-
genial occupation for them in Ingland, * took to the road,” us the suy.
mg js—became highwaymen snd levied contributions on his Majesty’s
subjects, with auch punctuality and dispatch, that a snunter up Picoa-
dilly became as dangerous and expensiva as o pilgriinage to Jerusalem
(laughter). Men used to make their wills and load their blunderbusses
befure getting inte his Majesty’s mail coach for Highgate (renewed
langhter). As to Awmerics, there were few men who knew apything at
all aboul it, They kuew that there was sz unknown region, of vast
extent of swamps and forests, nad things of that kind, away beyond
the Atlautie, whero tubaceo was raised, and Red Indians were perpet-
uslly tomuhawing and scalpiny each other (Linghtor). Then thers
were in London riots of aif kinds; mnd the people thought they
could be eaved by ene man ; und his nume was John Wilkes,  So they
went about mm large nombers, “ for Wilkes snd Liberty i and gob
drunk and smashed windows, and did damage,  “ Wilkes and Liberty ”
becarme 30 much the talk of the day, that a respeeluble merchaut,
Wriling to a correspondent, about some matter of hides and tallow, says
—*“Huw-—T tabe the Wilkes and Laberry to inform you ; "—he conld
not get o withuut dregging in the name of Wilkes (.aughter)

The lecturer then gave o rapid shetch of the earcer of the young
Temple student, thrown ino this scene of confusion. e did nut Like
the study of the luw, in spite of the expostulation of Lis father, and he
regolved to five by lus pen.  1lis essay on '*1he Sublime and Beauti
ful,” guned Lo at one adinssion into the confratermty of the qull.
Shortly atter 1lus an minpartant event happened.  Burke fel! 11l sud
was recommended fo viml Bristol, and drnk the wneis] walers.
Here e made the acquamtance of an eninent physician, Ur, Nugeat,
an Inshman, whose dnughter Burke married.  Burke's father became
someshat molhficd, and sent the veung couple £100 to set them up
in housekeeping'  bubscguently Burks returned to Londen  Just
then Lord Huanlex, who was appeinted Lord Licutenant of Freland,
gelected ue Secretury a Menber of Perliomen: named Willwm Gerard
Hamilton. Iicland was then ina very counfuscd cendition, wnd ss
{nccarding 1o the English theory), the population wus tou large,—
although it wue only two millions and a half,—emigraton was sug-
gested as the proper remedy for the wational troubles 5 and tho land.
lords made vp thew minds:o 13l no more Ipnd, but keey 1t for sheep
and cattle.  The brish people ¢id nol waut to enngrate, for they ave
not un emigrufin. weople. The Diish would rathier bave therr Litls
hut, with o tew acies ot land about it, than all the Drairies 1 America,
(A)pmuse)  they could not Le gol to uuderstand 1lis theory o
grazmg 5 wnd the disca sion wus conducted in this way :—1he sand
lotus with the lnnus snd Lorses and ploughs, aud 1he pruple
had ouly thar soong arms @ oo, the lalter
put the Lorss to the ploughs, and g
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Edmund Burke, ewed cheers.} Bhortly after he thraw up his
onjlipn in disgust,. left Treland, and through the friendship of Lord
kingham wis made mempor of Parliament for Wendover, in Eng-
Jand, The Stamp Act was then talked of for Ametica. The Americans
did not like.it; but,as a general thing their leading wen advised
obedience. But af lengit a Virgiuian took the groumgl that taxation
withou} representation was in direct violation of the British Constitu-'
tion, and in direct violation .of .all the principles of law and justice.
Ho aaid the the colony of Virginis would not obey any laws that were
not mede by itself, and that the man that would say differently was a
traitor to Virginia. (Cheers) That man's name was Putrick Henry.
{Loud cheers.) Then it was that Edmund Burke stood up in the
Ecglish House of Commons, in defence of the American colonies, soy-
ing that the petition of the Confederate Coloniez should be received
and trested with respect. He argued nobly and eloquently in behalf
of America; Le was followed by Pitt, who took the seme ground, amd
took the occasion to compliment the men:ber for Wendover on thae
great speech he had made. (Applause) And it is the pride of
Burke's conntrymen, ever since, that the frst time his voice was ever
heard in pnblie, was in defence of American legislative independence.
{Loud cheers.) Public opinion was sgainst hini, but publio opinion
was—as it often is—in the wrang; snd before the Rockingham Min-
iatry resigned, Burke succeeded in repealing the American Stamp Act.
{Loud cheers.y The moment the news got (o0 America, the people gob
in a fover of loyalty ; and they erected an equestrian statue of his
Maujesty George ILI. in Bowling-green, New York. But somebody,
more wise than the others, sussested that instead of marbie they should
build it of lead ; and you will find oul that shortly afrerwards his
observation turned out to be useful. (Lavughter and applause.) But
the colonies mistook England’s meaning altogether. The American’s
did’nt understand the British lion,—they thought he would continue
in good tewper, and they made a mistake. One fine morning they
got news that an act was passed imposing daty upou various ariclas,
snd, atnoogst the reet, on tea, Americans did not like thut; they
liked tea; but they did'nt like the iden of paying duty on tea. The
duty was not much,~—only three pence in tlie pound; but there
was the principle of the thing. Taxed feas did mot taste so
good ; and the women made up their minds that they would
not take any tes, end, when the women made up their
miads, the men gave in at once, pnt the eups nnd saucers aside, and
took to cold water instead So they got angry about it; and, in
Boston, one hundrétl years ago this very night, the people made up
ibeir minds that they wonld allow nu tea to Lwl; so they went on
board the shipa in the harbor, broke open the cliests, and threw it into
the river. The old tashion used to be to pour the water on the tea,
but they poured the tea into the water (luughter). This is the scene
thut they are now celebrating in Boston, with muach music and ap-
plause (loud cheers). They are having what they call a historie 1
revival ; and it is right that wa shoull wish then a pleasant niglht of
it (applause}. But it is a remarkable [xoer, that ticy are having now
a historical revival in Oongress, for they are actualiy yomy to pur a tax
on our tes, a5 I find by the papera this moruing ; wnd thit shows you
that when a thing is to be done, the way m which wa look ut it
depends altogethier upon who does it (great merniucut),  The
moment the newe reached England about this tea aliair in Boston
hatbor, the English lashed themaselves into fury. The King sent an
indignant remonstrance to thie Commons, and the Commens sent an
indignant reply to the King. * War meetings" were held, from end
to end of the land. Burke spoke in Purhawent, and e deavoured to
stem the tide, He stood right up aguin-t ‘public opiniow, but was
assuiled on every side as & traritor who winted the dismembermant of
the Empire. Waur came, and you know thie result.  You huow of the
Inberty Bell in Philadelplia, on which is inscribed this legend, * Pro-
claim hberty throughout the land fo all the dwellers thereof ™ You
know how the muinate was obeyed, when in July, 1776, that old beil
rang out thaf, here on this western continent, a uew nation was born
whose vital principle was the fresdom of man (great cheeiing). Yon
know Low the * FLuberty Beys® of New York took down the statize of
his Mlost Gracious Majesty King George, melted him down into forty-
iwo thousand bullets, nnd, in that sbape, ~ent bue back to his loyal
friends. [At this poiet the most tremendors chesvs interrupied the
apeaker for severel moments). Mr O'Goraian thien contiuded his
panegyrie of Edmund Burke, and veferre Lat cons dorble Length to his
career 10 Parlinment, bo the lact (hat he was officrally ol-cted to repre-
sout the Colony of New Yoik, and did represens 1n 1 the war began,
He also gquoied his memorable specch ou the deatu of Marw Antoin
nette, und us action on the trisl of Wuarren Hasung-.  The lecturer
concluded as follows,—

And so set this star that had leng shione in the troubled sky
Enghsh politics. It set as it rose, pet saddenly, but with o gradny,
gentle decline, full of beauty to the last. (Loud Applause). T son s-
tunes think that 1 have not dooe justice to thus story of the life of
ldmund Burke. I Lave teld so little of it, and so nitel vewnaius tc
bo told of hiz effoits for the hberty of the press, of his efforts forsn-
complere libarty of Irish commerce, of s noble lberal santiments,y
the grace aud eloguence of his manner, of the charm of ull hi:
character ;—of this I can say nothing to-night.  But, 1f there be aug
imsn within rexch of my voive,—any young man who feols within hiw
u noble wepirution to attain eminence among his foilow-men,—wh
Cthimks that he will do and dave, aud seck t rule the de-tines of hix
Ceountty, wid lead her to u higher positton in the worlL—let hin ver!
. the stery of Bdmuad Burke's Ine, and he will Larn mony useln,
lessona,  Lle will know what the stutesman swu b anl by wlias
prineiples e should be gul led. e will learn it dupiicity ia oot
i stalesrnunship, that cunutug is not wisdom, that wtoleranee is ves
religion, that subjugation is not union, thac huwesry, at least, 1s tha
| best poliey,  (Applause). And he will Loeen tis, £00, thet, above and
| beyond ull the ordinary rewnids of publie b «,—ibuve wealth, sbove
power, above reputation and hounor and popilwy,— thers is this last
| aud best reward, which the publie servant Ly ciorish m his Liew b of

Purlimment to relieve the - huarts,—that, through good report andill repr nb i hins sterve ot fenst
hand  of | to do his duty.  (Cirent applause).



