[

Saturday, April 35 ,1874] .

e e L oy agroese U ooleog 4 fage ppre SE

NEW ZEALAND TABLET.

1

ANE AR AT 4 Thy |

"Bihve'robbed Bluvney of it stones -You- akofy) the ekt -with: ¥ittue

‘that would grace & demi‘gpd ; and then! chitbgbMifd -With' drithes £ha
‘would disgrace a galtey slavd. 'Fouwr Il‘ishma’hhii‘;idgi_nﬂt,

withont
gtrength, an Olympian Iabou#ing in-hell: -Hévib 't SaHpsav ini! the

arms of Dalilah, and a Hétbulés-apining for OmpHa®, T jodge Him,
from your point of view, he“4light -not’ only té bé tHa Tidblest, but the,

foremost man in the world, :‘\'Hel‘eﬁs Yo * i the vilést slave, the basest
wretch that crawls b 'edrth ™ - T will not?attempt’ to follow -you
minutely through lengthy fanlt-finding, nor will I'seek to tnravel the
vexations web of contradictionn in which it'is involved, You_ +ill

pardon me, therefore, if I do ot take your prob]'ems ‘n¥rd their- solu-,
tions in their repnlnr srquence.  All that L seck to estdblish -is, thut
your delineation of the hrish character is incorrest ; thattlie Irish ‘are |.

“fiot in any way distinet and sepurate from other people ; and that their
‘ofimes are nat as atrgeious as you represent them to be,
T will take the liberiy, while respecting their infegfity, of weing your
argumcents as they come most readily to hadd.  ¥You prefuce your
geathing oriticism with the assurance that you ure * not going erthir to
flatter or abuse ; thut you are trying to print from history and from
Rature,” und, you ndd, * if we offend auy partisan, we shall endeavour
ot to offend truth.”
gdmonition * If any one bo dissatisfied with the colors we luy on, he
must compare the picture with nuture before he blames us” As to
these prefutory observations, I huve only t¢ say you have violated the
compact. You have both flattered, nud well, yes, almost abused. You
have placed history ont of eourt; you -have pamnted nature as-seen
through the prism of your imagination, and you have left truth where
the philesopber found it—at the bottom of the well. No doubt you
will call me a partisan ; but an Irishmen is alwaye s partisan when his
pen or hus voice is employed for the defence of his couatry. Bat,
though partisan you may hold me to be, you will allew nie to know
something of the tand m: whieh 1 wae born, and of the people amongst
whom I have been reaved. I huve done as you required, und huve
compared your picture with natave; but I regret to +ay I caunotcom-
pliment you on the result It is neither true to uature or to urt. The
chiaro-obscuro 1s not pleasing.  Like Bir George Beaumont, you are
8 lover of the dark and glommy ; and like him, with Reubew's grund
lsndscape of the Chateau of Stein, you have beemeared the bright
tints of the original with liquorice-water and yellow-ochre, A pateh of
the heavenliest blue Avats 1 your sky, amidsta ruck of storm-clyds ;
dusky shades fall upon the eunbenms, and sombre shadows come
athwart the biightness of the green of the grove or the sward You
invite us ro * louk ealin.y at this people; a people Who have suffered
much, and made others ~uffir’”® Looking, then, a thew culinly, let me
aek you to put ssule partialicy and prejudics, und 1o 88¥ on whichk side
has been the greater suffiring P —on that of the Tmshinan or ot those
whom lie has made to sutfer P—by whom, 1 suppose, you mean the
English  Who was the eriginator ¢f those sufferings ? who wus the
gauze of thewr prolongaiion # and whose wus the policy that mtensitied
“them ? Though an Irishwan, I am neither 2 higot nor 4 fool. | kuow
the dark as well as the bright aide of * Poor Paddy's” wature. [ am
neither an enthusiast uor a 2ywe, and can distinguish & goose fiom a
swan. I can, thereiore, review your article calinly, and withour the
least disturbance to my Inle.
Enows an3thing of Ireland and the Irish, will agree wilh me Laat your
Trishman is u mere cancature. 'U'nere are Irishmen, and conventioual
Irishmen. Your ** Poor Faddy” 1s of the latler clase; tor whiss you
olothe lum with many of the nuticnal virtues, you rob him uf sume ot
the most prominent sraits of the Lish character, and load bi with vives
that are not indigenous to our suil.  Lord Lyudhurt, whose hatred of
the Trish was undymg, described us as *aliens in blood and religion,”
and denied us the nght to Kuglish sympathy aond conswdecntion.  But
you go farther, and declare we “huve ever been a dislinctive people,

separate from other people on the earth, distinet as to redison, what-

ever tay be uis form 3 al:Linct v geniig, in their large virtues, and i
the epormity of their vices.” This 1s, to say the least of 1, a very
recklves assertion.  Iu the first place, as to religron.
history you will find that in the pre-Christion era the prevauing wors

ship of the Irish pegans was 8 form of Druidism, sumidar tu thas of the

Britons ; and siuece the ndvent of 8t. Patrick, n the beginming of Lhe
fifth cenury—for more than 1400 yeurs—Ireland las been in com-
munion with Rome. At the present day, so far from being distinet in
religion hom otlier peaple ou eartl, she belongs to a lanh which
numbers 1 1ts fold 150,000,008 of the human family  Seconuly, sou
aver that they (the Irish) are distinct in genius, and their large virtues.
This is very soft and very Hattering, thonght it sounds very wuch uke
#blarpey.” Bulit1sa complhiment on erutches ; for, in another para-
graph you annul the commendstion when you say « * What e Gets
were in Frauce, they are m Iveland ; the nations assimiate.” There-
foro we do mnot stand alone as prodigies of gemus and virue
Certanly, you admat o little superiority of Liead and neart in the Lisle-
man, awing to climatic influences ; but this you staltity by your uilega-
tion that we are sepavate irom other people in eriwe. For snce tie
Frencl character assimilates to ours, there must be & resemblance
between ¢ inv in both countries. And what nre thore enoe vus
crimes in wlich you declare us to be without peers?  You hare been
ab much palvsn the dmgnoses of our moral diseasis; bui as 1 un
my cye vver the st of syinptoms, I cannot help smunng at yeur
knowleuge of the curriculum zite of the leading madents ot ** Yoor
Paduy's ” hile, nnd ot Ins untevedents. I do wot uphold my tvunuiy-
men as puagons of vartue.  lhey are after all, but frml worials, us
liable us ary otlier eopte to trunsgress the laws of God and man; but
that that Lults and vices are io sny way exceptional, L most euphati-
eally veny.  Ihe darge is moustious aud untenalle  Fur the urst
time iu my e i lesru that the Irishman makes 2 bad husband.
Of cour-v, 1 unvidead persor s huve held such an optuwn, but ooty
becsuse snaividual cuscs were broueht {o bear upon such an opruwu
that gnve batl fo voviden s and thie assumption, though unforivuan ¥

true 1 1=vbuted cases, can sesicely be locked on as a national g,
Thackoiny, who bas ro often and so pleassntly lamypooned s, and who !

laughed at nueh and sueeved ot more that hiesaw 1o Irelund, adu i ed
the domestl virtues of all elasses—both rich and poor—that he feli in
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with during hia tour in thit éountry, sidbore testimony above sll to
the love ¢f both men and women-for théir children. You, Sir, are the
st pourtmyer:gf_-,ltiz!_:: sharactar whe. has;ventured to make this
-ioharge, nad thus stigmetise my. countrymen. Mr and. Mrs Hall; Urof-
1ton Croker,iand even' the terrible * Times' «grrespondent, _orrather
commissioner, who was specially deputed to .wisit, and: pick a.hols in
1 poor haddy’s thread-bare eoat, have borpe; alike \testimoriyy and, paid
tribute to {heir virtue. . Qur own, gentle, tonder-hearted O'irer Gold-
amith, predicting the exodus from Irelund fo the land of the weat,
describes the virtues.that belong to the persantry of his native land :—
Contented toil and hodpitable care
And kind tonribial tenderness was there ;
And piety. with wishes piased above,
C -And steady loyaldy and faithfal love,. . Lo '
As the Irishwoman makes a chaste ang faithful wife, so does the Irieh-
man make a fond and devoted husband, and in no cases in I¥éland are
there charges of wife-beating and brutality, sush as occur in the sistar
isle, and which are 8 blat en humanity. Under the most disheartening
circamstances, for the dear dove ‘of wife and children, he stroggles
bravely or, and-all that 5 brave heart and willings hands can do, he
does, Adversiiy may conquer him, but it cannot crush out hig love.
Wisen famine and fever mude its ghastly mark throughout the land,
men who before the dire visitation weve the Jdeaur ideals of sturdy,
honest: peasants and manly strength, were worn by sichness and bowed
with care, gauat and epeetral 5 but suffering and piivation conld not rob
them of their noble characteristics, and countless instances.are known
where, though 8 wolfish appetite was tearing at their bowels, .and
gnawing at their vitals, they would not touch the miserable dele which
publiz charity had given them. They held it erimina} to toueh them-
gelves what their wives and famishing children were erying for; and
with 2 heroie self-deniul, forgetting their own.wants in the necessities
of their famiijes, thoy nursed and tended the sufferers with the gentle-
nees of a worgan, and the tenderness of a Swster of Charily.. Yes,
Treland, you sy, is & land of conrradictions ; but not of such contea-
dictions as you assume. Uhere i3, howerver, no rule without an e:cep:
tion. There are in [reland, a2 well as outof it, men who wake butindif-
forent, even bad husbands. But cowpare Euchish and Scetch hus-
bands with the Ivish husband, and t:l] me in what the former excel ?
Take an Irtehman from the wilds of Connemara, and eompare his life
with nn Englishman from the Black Country, or from the coal-pits of
Northumberland and Durham, and tell me which you believe to be
the better hushand. But it is not only the Irish Benediot thet dis-
peases you, Wy the poor Liichman should thwry at all seemy to
puzele you. To sceount for this pecalia-ity and the bump of phile-
| progenitiveness would involve a question of natural philessphy which
it would nat be advisable to expatiste ou; but it is sutielent to say
that in Irelund the social law recogmses but ene bond of uniom
between man and women—that which is sunctified aud blessel by
the Church. Light connections, such us are not unkn »wn and 11 'on #
mon in both Englind and Scotland, are called by thew proper namrs
in Iveland; the parties to them are placed heyond the pale,
and the of-pring thereof earry from the emdle to the grave the brand
| of their disreputuble and disncnorable birtli.  There 15 another fuilling
| in whieh | think you have been too hard 1a placing ** Poor Paddy ”
by lnmsell  © lnshmen,” you sny, © when thrifty are wiserly and
exceeding usurers”  You must huve overlooked Secotland when you
booked these fmungs exclusively to Licland.  Paddy 1s neither mise’rly,
mean, 1or usurious, as you seem to tuiek. BMen who have through
li.e been suhject to poverty and privations, ana heoee, hittle accustamed
to the possession of money, are apt (o be over carelul and nervous
" about thewr gains, when the tide of fortune tarns in their favor. They
i lne m perpetual terror of a collapse of speculanons and the closing of
bunhs,  They are pecularly sensitive and suspicious, and labour under
| eatigordimary halluemations as regavds specie. Withous money they
¢ aee more or less happy ; with i1t they nre unea~y and wretched. The
| poor Lrshmuan who lms saved a few “notes™ 15 us subject to this
| chisvase as any other person who haa suddenly become possessed of
compurative riches.  Buf all other peoule nre equally subject to ir,
! and become meuner under its inHuence than peor Paddy. As to
| wsurer, Pwiny turned u-urer keeps goad company, hut he, except in
| rare wistanves will shure his cup and crust with the poor.  Aecording
I'to Lord Macauway, the celsbrated Duke of Mw lLoiough put out at
i inteiest the £1500 which the Duchieas of Ulevelnhi—of virtuous
| renown—ygave hun for some work not over clean for hanest hands;
I aund®when he beenme great and poweriul ins early thrit stuck to him,
1 aud 1o ull hus speculations, he demanded usurous interest. In our
ownn days, the fi.st men on chunge—merchant princes, luwyers, tailors,
grass-kiugs ublicans, and evea policemen, look for exorbitant interest
1 fpe are more or less usurers. They are not ail Irishmen !
“ Poor Paddy is also wanting in thought,” say you. Flus is one of
the comuonest fuilings of humauity at Jarge. Want of it has ruined
more than Pat. A nttle thought on the part of Charles I would have
; saved his head, aud secured the throne of kugland to the Seuarts, A
i little thought, wr d Louis the XVI. and Mane Antoinette had not
| paseed under the guil'otwe, and we bad beeu spared the perusal of
the atrocities of the Hewgn of Terror. A Little thousht on the part of
| Austra, 2ud Sadowas had told another tale. A Litle thought on the
| part of Trance, zud the Germuns bad pever trod 1w itnumph the
Boulesnids of Pars, her standard still waved uver conquered Stras.
baurg and Mete, wud her fulen Empoeror have never filled sn alien’s
. grave. A hite thouuhit on the part ol Britwm and there wonld Lave
 been no Alabims dilliculfy, and Sun Juen wouid stiil lave been ours,
: A dittle werartul thought oo the part o Eogland, sud zue would have
,a dulferent tule to tel to-day of Ireland, aud Ereland o different tale
,to tell of her. A hirle thought an your purt, >1°, nud [ Lad been
s spured the tusk of unravelling the web ot your suplustry,
(Concluded i our next.)

)

On the 20th I'eceraber, 1873, the [irst anniversary ol the day
when Generul lo, the Carlist Geunersl, crossed the French frontier
into Spwin, with 26 brave men wod unfurled the national Hag, Don
Corlos wrote the General a eouvgralumtory letter, c:dung to Lis
| memory what they were then and whet they are vow.



