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electors. The view I took on the question two yesrs ago, and still
entertain, is this, The Btato—to use a word which is recognised as
ewbracing the public authorities, executive and logislative, as denling
with the public interests of the whole community-—has a right to de-
termine to what system of education, or, indeed, of any other work, it
will contribute public fande and levy taxation on the whole community.
It hne o right to do that, and especially has a Governwent, based upon
what is in this country almost universal suffrage, a right to do s0 when
seting through the mouths of its representatives; bus it has slways
appesred to me that & wise and politic Government will consider how
to establish an institution which will work in harmony with the con-
victions of all in furthering the object in view, and will not set upa
permanent.cause of discontent, a system which it does not end with
the attainment of the object, but js most likely to create s banded die-
content hostile to the administration of Glovernment in other things.
I therefore eny that I deem it politic to to shape your lagislation as to
cause the minimum of hostility and gppoeition. "I nm quite aware of
the very great attention which is being paid ot the present moment,
and for some time past,in communitios such as yourselves, on the
guestion of elementary instruction for the people; and I eay that it
ought to be our object to establish & system which will have the ready
assent and adherence of all sections of the community, Now, the
objection which is taken by some sections of the community—not the
Catholics only, but by many others es well 6s them—is that they are
obliged to put their hands 1n their pockets and contribute towards a
system of education which they do not consider entirely fair to them-
pelves. I am informed, upon very good grounds, that there no people
in this community who object to being rated for public instruclion, or
to & proper inspection by Government offieers, 80 as to insure that the
educntion provided is sufficient—then, I 1ay, why in God’s name should
wo drive any portion of the community who are willing to be rated,
willing to have a Government inspection as an assurance that sufficient
educetion ingiven, why should wedrive them to sy, “Wethink itis unfair
to ue that we should be taxed for asystem which we cannot conscientious-
1y spprove of when woareguite willing to be taxed for a system which will
provide the same inatruciion and superadd something more 7 There
15 a great deal of what I may call “claptrap” in the term * gecular
education.” 'Wae see candidates not only in this province, but in other
places outside of New Zesland, saying, ** We are all for secular educa-
tion only.” Having given considerable attention to the subject, I sm
competent to form sofe opinion upon it, and I say absolutely that I
do not know what secular education is, and I have never yet found
anybody competent to tell me. The moment you get beyound writing
and aritmetic, and puse mathematics, even if you come to geography,
¥ou cease to have secular education, and you more or lesa traverse the
congeientions opinions and seruples of the people. Take the large
queation of history. No person can be said to be in any degree edu-
cated who knows nothing of history. Who agvee upon history, amonpat
those holding conscientious views? 'What one standard history will
they nccept as true and correct in ifs facts and in its infereuces? It
1s imposaible to give a purely secular sdu-ation the moment you depart
from the subjects 1 have indicated, without trenching more or less upon
religions convictions, What have we at heart in this country p
Do not we want to see our children and those of our neighbors
eduested 7 Ido not we want to take an honest pride in thinking that
the native born New Zealanders vhall not blush, when meeting people
clsewhere, at not possessing thut elementary instruetion which shall
render them capable of further instincting themselves P I think it is
wiseand politic for o state so to shape its instruction as to enuble all
sections of the community cordially ta pull together for the purpose of
having their childrer mutually instructed. X have heard it said that
1 you give aid to any school set up by any religious denomination,
which imparts the instruction required by the Grovermment, subject to
the periodical inspection of (Government officers, wlila it teaches
something else, some paiticular form of belief or opinion, you are
creating heart-burniug and acrimonious feeling between the people of
the country. I will giva you an illustration which I know to be a
faet, and which con be corroborated by some gentlemen who are pre-
sent——one an old frrend of mine, the late Bpesker of the House of
Hepresontatives, Sir Duvid Monro, who ia here to-night  (Applause)
T do not kuow wlhat are Sir David Monro’a opinivns on this question,
but I know that be hus taken a considerable interest overa long period
of years i instruction, and that he consented, at my requsst, so long
ago as 1863, to e a member of o commission to consider and report
upon & system of mstroction to be introduced info the provinee of
Nelson. There is u schivol in Nelson which bas been in existence for
wany yemas. It was established under the superintendence of Father
Guin, and fi r many y a-s t} ere wos nlarger proportion of Protestant
ciuldren than of Catiiohes attending it, snd it was admirted to give
tie very best Jlementary iustruetion in the province of Nelsvn, and,
with the exeeptron of the Nelson College, no echool could compete
withiit, There was no imputation of proselylising ; and people who
were anti-Cethiohic sont therr eluldren there. I could name vne who
almost shudders when he talks of the Catholie religion, aud vet he
scut his gons there, and nmever complained thst their religious convic-
tions were tumpered with. That is worth a whole bushel of nasertions
to the effect that denominations! schicels must necessurily engender
acrimenious feelings between peracns of different creods. I sppeal to
that school as a complete denial to such an assertion, snd I say more,
that the rivalry between the difforent schools mukes a great dufercnce
between them as the difference between o well-bred horse going by
Limself on tho road and the sumo horse when he’is sticred by compe-
tittonr with others, You all know the advantage of competition, Le:
the achool be subject 1o the Guvernment inspection as te whether it
grres sullicient elementary instiuotion as to justily its being granted a
portion of the numouunta contribut. d by the dilferent denomunations.
1 ¢ dulferent dencmimations do not a:k for the mouey contributed by
othiers, buc they say, * let us huve a fuir proportion, head for hea l, of
alal we couteibute, or our owa raies returned, wherovor thore is o
rertain namber of children {I think it is 80 in Nelson), and the power
of indicating wl.at school is o receive our rates”” That is one of the
most reasonable plans, and I hope that my {riend, Mr Montgomery,

who is the present head of the Executive, and I trust wiil continue to
ba 50, an able mak, and one wlio hes tharongly the interest of the pro-
yinces at heart, who holds large coloninl views, and who will take the
lurge statpemantike view that it is always, wise to have a coutented
people instead of an orgavised, banded, discontent. 1 hops he will
goe, when the tire comes for further considering the existing law on
the subject, that there is so mush to be szid on the side of the ques-
tion npon which I have just enlarged, as will prevent him from abso-
lutely softing up » deaf ear on the subject. I have very grest hopes
in hia sagacity, snd I believe him tp bs one of thoso people who will
not refuse all his life to reconsider it, simply because he hhs onee com.
mitted himself to an opinion. My erperience in pablic affaire—and I
claim to have had some considernble experience—is that those who
bold office are always :being educated. They are finding constantly
not only what can be done, but what caunot be done, The great ob.
ject of all admiristrative and legislutive bodias is first to find out what
is the best thing, If they can ﬁo the best thing, in 'God’s name 16t
them da it; if not, let them do the best practical thing. {Cheers.} Iaayit
withont the least regard to the vesult of the eloction, whish I may say s g
matter of so much indifference to me that it was quite an accident
that I consented to come forward nt all. IFT may not be considered
presumptious in giving some advice, I say that we should from yeir
to year always consider our actions on all large questions, and that our
laws shall net be like those of the Modes and Persians, sbsolutely
unalterable. Thoee of us who are mot lenrning something from year
to year to causo them to change their opinions, veople who stop their
ears ugainst all ndvice, are not the people I would racommend you to
elact an legislators. A writer in the ‘ Lyttloton Times’ wrote o lottér
desiring tu know whether 1 was going in to repeal the Education Ordi-
nance, (Hear, hear) My firat intention was to reply throogh the
paper, but I thought it better to do it verbally to-might, IfI am
elected, I am not going to run a-muck, and my I wili ropeal the
Ordinance. I want to see it amended. I think the time will come
when, quite apart from this question and on mere technical grounds,
the Ordinance will require amendment. If I can judge trom the
remsrks of candidates and electors throughont the provine: during the
last fortnight, they want to give the Ovdinance o fair trial in order to find
out its weak points, and not to amend it hastily, T am quite content
to wait until it ia admitted that the Ordinance requires to be amendad

and then I shall endeavour, if you honor me by eleeting mo, to brin :
forward the consideration of the principles whicli I bave ventursd to
submit to you this evening, not before, I hope there is no evasion in
that, (Applause) The - Lyttelton Times” said that T cleverly evaded
it, I don't want to svade. What objest eould I have in doing so ?
1 should be false to my whole political career if T did that. I hope I
shell not nmow be considered us having evadsd the question, You
kaow what you have to expect. When the time comes for the amend-
ment of this law I shall be found, if I am in the Council, advooating
an amendment in the direction I have pointed out; and I think ibis
fuir, having reference to deep conseientious convictions which many i
this room may think to be wrong, What are we but a congeries of
a number of different units, brought together and contributing to the
carrying ou of publie affairs, not only by our voices but by our pockets
and purses. I hope the question will be considered more on the broad
statesmunlike and politic view than it has yet been jn Canterbury, I
tuke leave to eay that I do not think it has been as eareflully con-
sidered from that point of view, the point of view of having the whole
community working together for the object of public instruction for
the young. That is what we have to gof, and any way that will get it
with the least jarring and epposition will have my support. I do rot
know that I need enlarge any more on this subjecs, I shoull not
have eaid so0 much had I aot beex expeoted to do so.

3r Clephane inguired if Mr Stafford considered a uniform rate on
vich and poor a fair one.

Me Stafford did not consider it would bo fair if the sohools were
entirely muintained by the rates. Bincation was a great beuefit to
the community, and he thought that the people who had a large stake
in the country should pay proportionately  They must consider, hows
ever, that the rates were ouly a small portion of the cost of edue’,at‘.ion
and they coutd not go to the same extreme as if they were the wholo’
cost. The pr.nciple he would like to see would be perpetual endow-
ments for education, which would keep pace with the requirements of
the place. He should like to see & fund from behind which would
provide education in advance of the requirements of the peopls, and
thut could ouly be done by considerable public endowments. If 'they
wera to depend entively on rating, Le thought that the property of the
country should bear more. He was of opinion that on most questions
& property tax wus much fairer than a speciul taxr. He had advocated
th tfor years, at » time when he was bissed for it. It was said that
such A tax was unknown. That might be so. He did not know any
colony that had a'property fax yeot, but they must all have g beginning,
‘Lhey were going to have houvy taxation in a few Foars, and hecdid not
hnow a fuirer shape in which it could come than as an income tag,
He was very glad to find that a number of People were now to bt;
found who agreed with Lim in this view.

Mr Clephane asked how Mr Stafford accounted for the fact that
although Protestants attended the school at Nelson, the Catholies
could not attend the Protestant school here.

Mr Stafford was giving no opinion as to what the Catholics did
here or did not. He had merely instanced that seliool as o proof that
denominational echools wero not necessarily productive of acrimonious
heart-buruiogs.

Mr Hall nsked if it waa not inconsistent for the Cutholics hore to
refuse to send their children to the Goverument schools P

Mr Stafford was not there to answer for the Catholics. It had
been said that the he had the Catholic vote, but if 80 he was uot AWH'Y
of it. He had been nsked by many persons to come forward a3 o
candidate, but oo far as he Luew not ons of them wag o Cutholie. He
was not in the confidence of the Catholios, therefora Lis must decline
to say what was or waa not inconsistent on their part.

In reply to Mr Hall, Mr Stafford stated that he considered

. \ t
in this country there was no one race of peopls who should e

ride



