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, GENERAL NEWS.
¥ {Summarised from our exchanges.)
. ENGEAND.

8ir John Bennett has announced his intention to offer a premium
of one hundred gnineas for the best English national song and chorus,
» jury to be appeinted to decide wpon the merits of the composition
offered.

Monsignoe Capel, preaching in St. Greorge’s Cathedral, chose for
the subject of his discourse the persscution of the Church in Prussia,
which he denounced as an attack without right or resson, whilst he
scornfully exposed ite impotence to the hundreds of Protestants

resznt.

P 8o impressed does Mr Arch appear to be with the success of his
mission to Canada, that he declares publiely, that if the condition of
the rural working population of Englaud is not improved by the land-
holders he will drain the country of laborers. Such a declaration has
startled a good many ensy-going people in Great Britain, and ae-
cordingly, we find s certsin pection of the agricultural press busily
engaged m picking to pieces the character and conduct of the man
who thus beldly attempts to prescribe a vemady for a eondition of
things which we believe to be in many respects a disgrace to the
boasted civilisation of England.

An American recently visited Mr Thomas Carlyle, at his residence
near London, and the vigorous old thinker called out during & talk on
politics in America and England :—" We are all going to the devil
together-—wo here in Engl nd—we have nobody to rule but this Glud-
stone, who is & bagman, or he they call Dizzy, who is o pedler.”

Woe are glud to note s marked decrease in the commitments of

Catholic prisoners to Liverpool gaol during the past year. Probably
the Temperance Pledge has had something to do with this improve-
ment.

Mr Gladstone has replied, thronpgh his private secrotary to certain
oharges of a leaning towards “Popery,” and of being, in fact a “Papist”
and not 8 Frotestant &t heart. These charges were advsnced ina
apeech delivered by Mr Arundel Rogers, o Conservatiue candidate for
Bodmin; and Mr Gladstone, in his reply, says they are “ wheliy and
abeolutely void of truih.”

Mr Butt in London. - The ‘Cork Fxaminer’ of Jan. 1, says:
 Mr Butt, M.P, is to meet some of the leading member: of the Home
Ralo party in London in afew days, tor the purpose of reorganising the
rarious asaociations in the Hnzlish Metropolia which are not in a satia-
fastory condition. Diffleulties having arisen from the action of some
individuals who have made themselves rather conspicuous as the
exponents of somoewhat communistic principles. It is teported thut
Mr Buit will be accompanied by severa! Irish members.

Mr J. Bamber, the father of several priests of that same, and
who died lately, was born at Manchester in 1784, It is remarkable
what o change he lived to witness in the religious aspeet of his native
town, When he entered into life there was only one poor chapel in
Manchester, on the firet floor of a building, idden in a emall back
#treet ; uow there are twenty cliurches and chapels, many of them
vory beautiful edifices. Que solitary priest—old Father Broomhead—
sufficed to aupply the spiritual wouts, not only of the town, but of the
netghborhood for niles nround ;s now there are fifty in Mancheater and
Sallord, and within the curcumference of twelve miles thers are ro fawer
than ninety priests actively cmployed in the work of the Mission.

One of the largest meetings ever held in Manchester for any pur-
pose sesembled in the Free Trade Hall for the purpose of proclanming
to Engiand, and to the norld, that ©* seli-government is the inalienable
right of the Irizli jeopic ”—that, in the words of Fohn Martin, * we
will mever give up the struguele for this right, which is our inheritance,’”
and that we pledge oursrelves to use every legitimate means to secure
the return of members o Ferliunent for Manchester who will suppoit
Iome Rule for Treland.” Long before the tune advertised for the
opening of the weeting. she great hell was filled almost to its atmost
capacity. The greateat enthusimsm was displayed during the eveniug,

FRANCE.

M. Pierre Guizot, cot sin of the celebrated statesman, died lntely
at Nimes at the age ot 94 gears, afior hayng abjured Protestantisin.

1t ia currently reported that the great conflagration of the French
QOpera last spring was the work of tha Cumrmunists and that the
London police have intinat d to the French govornment what they
have lately discovered nbout the matter.

M. Nigra hae roturned to this post as Italian ambassador of
Paris, This shows that darshal MacMahon has no fear of imperial
mtrigues against the prezent stute of things in France.

Duke Decazes, the new Minister of Foreign Affaire in France, has
sent orders to the Freuch Coneuls at the ports moest in communieation
with Bpain, to stop the transmission of arms and sammunition to the
Carlists. Up to this time France had been neutral.

Mazrshal Bazaine arrived at his place of detention iu the isle of 8t.
Marguerito on ecermber 26, 8t, Marguerite is one of the Lerius
group, n cluster of islets nestling under the southern coast of France a
fow mles off that * warm Proveueal shore,” which in old times, was
“tho chosen home of chivalry, the garden of Romanee,” In thislittle
island of St. Marguerite is a grim old fortress of the middle age, This
fortress is to be the residence of the Marshul. It was once the scene
of one of the most fumous dvamas in European history. 1t was the
prison of “ the Mun with the Tren maek,” that mysterious nud un-
happy being, the question of whose ioentity has exercised the most
acute minds of many penerations, and still remains an inscluble
mystery. This island is enly three miles long and less than one mile
brond, ond the fortress or Btaie prwson is the ouly building it contains,
the rest of the ground being covered with orange trees and myrtles,

Aceord ng to the last census 1 Fraree, in 187, there is a diminu- |
{ion of about 1 per centin the population, in the last six years, In |

the ten years ending 1871, the populstion of Ttaly incress:d more then |

7 per cnt. While Corsics, under France, had rewnined ncarly
stationary, Surdivis, under Italy, hes increcsed 8 per cent. Theve is |
semething very remurkablo in this difference, especially if it be obscrved
that there is very little emigeation from France, while from Italy there
is very much.

_On the 9th January took place at Versailles the ceremony of con-
ferring the hata on the thres recently croated Cardinals. As the Maes
was concluding the Cardinals arrived at the cathedral in slate
earriages, with Marshal MacMahon's livery, mounted attendants before
and bshind. The Cardinals were placed on the left of the Marshal.
The Ablegates delivered to ench of them the Bulla of their creation.
Then each Cardinal eame and krelt before the President's chair.
Each Ablegate presented the hat on u golden tray, and the President
of the Republic placed it on the Uardinal's head. .

It is pretty certain that the costs of the Bazsine trisl smouit to
upwards of £10,400, the greater part of which the Murshal himasalf
will hare to mest. Madame Bazaine has sold all har jewels, ard, it is
believed, the Queen of “pain has offored the family a lirge sum, which
has been respectfully declined.

. The ministerial crisis hae been solved, just as most pirsons foresuw
it would by a vote of sonfidence given to the Cubinet, or rather to
Marshal MacMahon, for it wns he who was in reality at stake.

The death, at the Monastery of La Trappe, is announced of
Brother Ambrose, who had been a member of the community for the
last ten years. He belonged to one of the most noble families of
Frapee, and had filled a very high position in the world, namely,
Ambassador to 8t Petersburg under the Government of Louie
Philippe, his real name being the Marquis Emile de Beaumont de
Montiico. His brother, M. Eugene Martin de Beaumont, is at this
day employed iu the Ministry of Foreign Affaira.

President MacMahon, on the 9th inst., performed the oremony
of delivering the hats to the newly appointed Freneh Cardinals. Iu
his speech on the occasion he thanked the Pope for conferring these
honors on citizens of Fvance, and added: *The Holy Father knows
our filial attachment and our admiration at the manner in which he
supports his trials. His sympathies Wwere with us ia our misfortune,
and ours ure with him.

During December last a shipload of Neapolitane eight hundred in
number on their way to America, flecing from Ttaly in order to avoid
starvation, arrived at Toulon and were put iuto quarantine. Father
Blsac, the superior of the Jesuits at Nice, went to shut himself up
with them in order to iustruet, confess and eommunicate them, This
he did with the mest consoling success.

The French Minister of Wear, General du Barail, is making
vigorous efforts to discover the officers of the army who write to the
pewspapers, under assumed names.

HISTORY OF OUR SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST.
By the Abhé J. E. Dannas.
(Transluied from the French for the ¢ New Zealand Tablet.')

23.—HErov’s Lagr WiLL sxD Burian.
SaroMe, immediately after the death of ber brother, set nt liberty all
the unhappy prisoners who were shut wvp in the Hippodrome, She
hoped, by tins act of clemency, to gain for heraelf in the futore, &
popularity which might serve her ambitious designa. Herod's will
was read in the ampitheatre of Jericho, in presence of the soldiery
and the assembled multitude. The old King * declared, in formal
terms, that the provision of his will could have no force till they should
have been confirmed by Augustus” (1). He bequeathed to Csmsar,
all the vessels of gold and silver, with the most precious objecta of ars
in his palace, snd a sem of ten millions 1 money ; five millions were
bestowed on the Empress Livia. These hberal bequests would, no
doubt, aid powerfully in obtaining the impertl ratification for the we-
mainder of the will, which invested Archelius with the title of King
of Juden; gave to Antipas the tetrarchies of Gualilee and Barea; to
Philip, those of Gaulonitia, Trachonitis, and Batanea ; and to Salome
—aunt of the the three young priuces, and sister to the deceased
King—the cities of Jamnin, Ashdod, and Phasaelis (2). The psople
reaponded tu this announcemenc with acclamations and eries of “Long
live King Aichelaus!” The funeral obsequics of the tyrant were con-
ducted with a pomp hitherto unknewn among the Hebrews. The
body was carried from Jericho to Herodium, a distance of two hundred
furlougs, upon a gelden biev, enriched with precious atounes, and it was
cotered over with purple as Well ae the body itself. He had a diadema
upon lis head, and above it & crown of gold ; he had also a secptre in
his right band. The royal guard, composed of Thracinns, Germans,
and Galatisne, opened the march. In view of our natioual origins,
tnis particular of the presence of Galatiun bands in Judea, at
the beginning of the Christian Era has not been sufficiently
noticed. We bhave already drawn atfention to she fact
which goes back to the time of Herod’s relutions with the famous
Cleopatea. These children of Gaul, in the pay of the Kiug of the
Jews ; these fellow countrymen of Vercingetorix, transported to
Jeruaalem, heard the narrations of the Mugi; they were wilnesses to
the agiiation of the Hebrews, at the news that the star of the Mossinh
had appeared tn the East; the heart-rending cries of the Bethlehemits
mothers vegounded in theic ears. Perlops, some mnong them saw,
later on, the miracles whicl were wrought by the divine sou of Mary,
At lenst, the suthenticity of the fact, as it is attested by Juzephus,
connot be questioned.  Gaul, at the epoch of Christ’s birth, was ust a
name unkpown to the Jewe, and reciprocuily, the nume of Jernanlem
was fumiliar to the worriors of Gaul and derwmnny. These officiul
relations existing between the two countries, prepared the way for the
evangelisation of the Galatians. Be that as it ma3, the funeral proces-
gion morching slong in maguificent array, halied after every eight
furlongs. Incense was offered, and perfumes buut nround tie roynl

. litber, nnd while the mourners wept the death of the tyrant, choruses

of musicians chanted his pruises. It was thus, in the midst of these
demonstrations of & deceitful mourning, that Lerod was laid in the
tomb which he had raised for huaself,

(1), Josephus, Antig Jud., b, xvu1, cap, x. Here is wmother clear demal 1n
flicted op the rationalistic theory ot the mdependence and auviolability of
the domain of the Herods,

(2). Phasaclie had besn bult by Ierod, who called it after hia b other Phuasas!,
It was sitnated in the valley of Jeugho, te the north f that town
(Reland, Paloeetin, illuatr :tore. ii.)



