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Hbuod's Last Will and Bttkxai,.
Salome, immediately after the death of her brother, set at liberty all
theunhappy prisoners who were shut up in the Hippodrome. She
hoped,by this act of clemency, to gain for herself in the future, a
popularity which might serve her ambitious designs. Herod's will
was read in the ampitheatre of Jericho, in presence of the soldiery
and the assembled multitude. The old King "declared, in formal
terms, that theprovisionof his will couldhaveno force till they should
have been confirmed by Augustus

" (1). He bequeathed to Caesar,
all the vessels of gold andsilver, with the most precious objectsof art
in his palace, anda sum of ten millions in money j fivemillions were
bestowed ou the Empress Livia. These liberal bequest9 would,no
doubt, aid powerfully in obtaining the imperialratification for th<s re-
mainder of the will, which invested Archelaus with the title of King
of Jude-i;gave to Antipas the tetmrchies of Galilee and Berea; to
Philip, those of Gaulomtis,Traohonitis, and tiatanca;and toSalome—

aunt of the the three young piiuces, and sister to the deceased
King— the cities of Jamniu, Ashdud, and Phasaelis (2). The people
respondedto this announcementwithacclamations and criesof "Long
live King Aiehelaus!" The luneial obsequies of the tyrant were con-
ducted with a pomp hitherto unknown among the Hebrews. The
body was carried from Jericho to lierodium, a distance of two hundred
furlongs, upon a, golden bier, enriched with precious stoves,and it was
covered over with purpleasWell as thebody itself. Hehada diadeia
upon his head, and above ita crownofgold;he had also a secptre in
his right hand. The royal guard, composed of Thracians, Germans,
and Galatiaus1,opened the march. In view of our national origins,
tois particular of the presence of Galatian bands in Judea, &t
the beginning of the Christian Era has not been sufficiently
noticed. We have already druwn attention to the fact
wliicli goesback to the time of Herod's relations with the famous
Cleopatra. These children of Gaul, in thepay of the Ki.ig of tho
Jews ;these fellow countrymen of Vercingetoi-ix, transported to
Jerusalem, heard the narrations of the Magi; they were wiLdesscs to
the agitation ofthe Hebrews, at the news that the star of the Messiah
had appeared in the East; the heart-rending criesof the Bethlehemite
mothers resoundedin their ears. Perhaps, pome among them saw,
later on, the miracles which were wroughtby the divine c^ou of Mary.
Atleast, the authenticity of the fact, a^ it is attested by Jo3ephus,
cannot be questioned. Gaul, at the epochof Christ's birth, was uot a
name unknown to tho Jews, and reciprocally, the uunie of Jerusalem
was familiar to the warriors of Gaul and \jeriiiiiny. Theso official
relations existingbetween the two countries, prepared the way for tho
evaugelisatiou of the Galatians. Be that as it mv» ,tlie funeralproces-
sion marching along in magnificent array, haß«'<l after every eight
furlongs. Incense was offered, aud perfumes bu-at around the royal
litter,and while the mourners wept the death of the tyrant, choruses
of musicians chanted his praises. It was thus, in themidst of those
demonstrations of a deceitful mourning, that Herod was laid iv the
tomb which he had raised for himself.

GENERAL NEWS.
(Summarised from our exchange*.)

ENGLAND.
Sir John Bennetthas announced his intention tooffer apremium

of onehundred guineas for the best English national song and chorus,
»■ jury to be appointed to decide upon the merits of the composition
offered.

Monsignor Cupel, preaching in St. George'sCathedral, chose for
ike subject of hia discourse the persecution of the ChurchinPrussia,
which he denounced as sn attack without right or reason, whilst he
scornfully exposed its impotence to the hundreds of Protestants
present.

So impresseddoes Mr Archappear to be with the success ofhi«
mission to Canada, that he declares publicly, that if the condition of
the rural workingpopulationof England is not imorovedby the land-
holders he will drain the country of laborers. Such a declaration has
"tartled a good many ensy-going people in Great Britain, and ac-
cordingly, we find a certain section of the agricultural press busily
engagedmpicking to pieces the character and conduct of the man
who thus boldly attempts to prescribe a remedy for a condition of
things which we believe to be in many respects a disgrace to the
boasted civilisationof England.

AnAmerican recently visitedMr Thomas Carlyle,athis residence
nearLondon,and the vigorous old thinker called out during a talkon
politics in America and England :—":

— "
We are all going to the devil

together— we here inEngl nd
—

we havenobody to rulebut this Glad-
stone, who is abagman, or he they call Dizzy, whois a pedler."

We areglud to note amarked decrease in the commitments of
Catholic prisoners toLiverpoolgaol during the past year. Probably
theTemperance Pledge has had something todo with this improve-
ment.

MrGladstone has replied, through his private secretary tocertain
"barges ofa leaning towards "Popery,"and ofbeing, in fact a "Papist"
andnot a Protestant at heart. These charges were advanced in a
"peechdelivered by Mr Arundel Rogers, a Conservativecandidate for
Bodmin;aid Mr Gladstone, in his reply, says they are

"
wholly and

absolutely voidoftruth."
Mr Butt in London. - The 'Cork Examiner

'
of Jan. 1, says:

"MrButt, M.P,is tomeet some ofthe leading member* of the Home
Rule party in Londonin afew days, tor thepurpose ofreorganising the
variousassociationa in the English Metropolis whichare not ina satis-
factory condition. Difficulties having arisen from the action of some
individuals who have made themselves rather conspicuous an the
exponentsof somewhat communistic principles. It is reported that
MrButt willbe accompaniedby several Irishmembers.

Mr J.Batnber, the father of several priesti of that name, and
whodiedlately, was born at Manchester in 1794. It is remarkable
whata change he lived to witness in the religious aspect ofhi* native
town. When he entered into life there was only onepoor chapelin
Manchester, on the first floor of a building, hidden ina small back
street;vow there are twenty churches andchapels, many of them
very beautifuledifices. Oue solitary priest— old Father Broomhead

—
sufficed to supply the spiritual wants,not only ofthe town,but of thd
neighborhood for miles around;now there are fifty inManchester and
Sallord,and withinlliecircumfeience oftwelve miles there arero fewer
thanninety priests actively employed in the work of the Mission.

One ofthe largest meetings ever held in Manchester for anypur-
pose assembled in the FreeTrade Hall for the purpose of proclaiming
toEngland, and to the world, that

"
self-government is the inalienable

right of the Irish peoplo"
—

that, in the words ofJohn Martin, " we
willnever givo up the struggle for thisright,which is our inheritance,"
and that we pledge ourselves touse every legitimate means to secure
the return of members (T I'mIi tment for Manchester who will suppoit
HomeKule for Treland." Long before the time advertised for the
opening of the meeting, the great h^ll was filled almost to its utmost
capacity. The greatnat enthusiasm was displayed duriug tbe evening.

FBAJCE.
M. Pierre Guizot, coi sin of the celebrated statesman, died lately

at Nimes at the age oi 94 years,aflor liav.ug abjured Protestantism.
Itis current1} reporter? that the great conflagration of theFrench

Opera last spring was tho work of th-j Cumir.unists and that the
Londonpolice have iutiinni -d to the French government what they
havelately discovered about thematter.

M. Kigra has returned to this post as Italianambassador of \
Paris. This shows that Marshal MacMahon has no fear of imperial- intrigues against thepresent frtate of things in France.

Duke Decazes, the new Minister ofForeign Affairs in Fiance, has
sent orders to the French Consuls at the ports most incommunication
withSpain, tostop the transmission of arms and ammunition to the
Carlists. Up to this time France had been neutral.

Marshal Bazaine arrived at his place of detentioniv the isle of St.
Marguerite on Deceoinbcr 26. St. Marguerite is one of the Lerius
group, a cluster of is}etsnestling under the southern coast of France a
few miles off that

" warm Provencalshore," which in old times, was
<l tho chosen home of chivalry, the garden of Bouiance." In this little
island of Sit. Marguerite is a grim old fortress of themiddle age. This
fortress is to be the residence of the Marshal. Itwas once the scene
of oneof the most famous dramas in European history. Itwas the
prison of" tho Man with the Iron mask," that mysterious nud un-
happy being, the question of whose iGcntity has exercised themost
acute minds of many generations, and still remains an insoluble
mystery. This island is only three miles long and less than one mile
broad,and the fortress or Stale prison is the only building it contains,
the rest of the ground being coveted with orange trees andmyrtles. j

According to the list census inFrai.ce, in1872, there is a diminu- |
tion ofabout 1per cent m*ho population, in tho last six jears. InI
the ten yearsending 1871, thepopulationof Italyincreas.dmore than

'
7 per cent. While Corsica, under France, had remained nearly
stationary, Sardinia, under Italy, has increased 8 per cent. The'-e is
something very remarkablein this difference, especially ifitbe observed
that there is veiy little emigration fromFrance, while fromItaly there
is very much.

(1). Josephus, Antiq Jud., lib. xvii, cap.x. Here is uiother clear denial in
flicted on the rationalistic theory oitho independence and mvioUbihtyof
the domainof the Herods.

("2). Phasae'lishadbeen built by Herod, who c.vtled itaftor his b othor
It waa situated in the valley of Jeiicho, vo the north L f that town

#CReland, Pahieetin. illustr jtom.ii.)

Saturday, April 18, :874.] NEW ZEALAND TABLET.
On the 9th January took placeat Versailles theceremony ofcon-

ferring the hats on the three recently created Cardinals. As the Macs
was concluding the Cardinals arrived at the cathedral in statecarriages, withMarshal MacMahon'slivery, mounted attendants before
andbehind. The Cardinals wereplaced on the leftof the Marshal.
The Ablegatesdelivered toeach of them the Bulb oftheir creation.
Then each Cardinal .came and kcelt before the President's chair.
Each Ablegatepresented thehat on a golden tray, and the President
of the Republic placediton the Cardinal* head.

Itis pretty certain that the costs of the Bazsine trialamouiit to
upwards of £10,400, the greater part of which the Marshal himself
willhave tomeet. Madame Bazaine has sold all her jewels, and,itii
believed, the Queenof ."-'painhas offered the family aUrge sum, which
haabeen respectfully declined.

The ministerial crisishas beensolved,just asmost persons forasawit would by a vote of confidence given to the Cabinet, or rather to
Marshal MacMahon,for it washe who was inreality at stake.

The death, at the Monastery of La Trappe,is announced of
Brother Ambrose, who had been a member of the community for the
last ten years. He belonged to one of the most noble families ofFrance, and had filled a very high position in the world, namely*
Ambassador to St. Petersburg under the Government of Louis
Philippe,his real name being the Marquis Emile de Beaumont de
Montifico. His brother, M.Eugene Martin de Beaumont, is at this
day employediv theMinistry ofForeign Affairs.

President MacMahon, on the 9thinst, performed the C3remony
of delivering the hats to the newly appointed French Cardinals. In
his speech on the occasion he thanked the Pope for conferring these
honors on citizens ofFrance, andadded:

"
The Holy Fatherknows

our filialattachment and our admiration at the manner in which he
supportshi« trials. His sympathies \vere with us inour misfortune,
and ours are withhim.

During December last a shiploadof Neapolitanseighthundred in
number on their way to America, fleeing from Italy inorder to avoid
starvation, arrivedat Toulon and werepvit into quarantine. Father
Blanc, the superior ofthe Jesuits at Nice, went toshut himself up
with them ivorder to instruct, confess andcommunicate them. This
he did with the most consoling success.

The French Minister of War, General dv Barail, is making
vigorous efforts to discover the officers of the army who write to the
newspapers, under assumed names.
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