
MESSRS. DISRAELI AND GLADSTONE.
THE CATHOLIC VOTE.

Tubrecent change of thoministry athome cannot failtobe ultimately
for thebenefit of thoCatholicparty, not that MrDisraeli,however,is

ereater frien'l ofCatholics than MrGladstone. Both thee« men,
l:ko other Protestant statesmeninEngland, aremeremen of expedi-
ents They have no prominent principles. They are like a cork on
the water,and float any way as the wind and tide drive them-very
much in that respect like the Protestant Press. If Catholics be
necessary to sustain them in power, they will favor Catholics, not

otherwise. MrDisraelimay feel the wantof Catholic support m the
hour of his extremity, and he will secure itif Jm prudently canby
coaoedingsomething to the Catholics,ifnot allthey want. Itwillbe
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the same thing in New Zealand,soCatholics here had better look
after themselves andmanage *' theCatholicvote" well. On certain
occasions, and thesethemost critical,our vote tells when given in a
block,however few we be compared with Protestants. Divide the
Catholic voteand webecomethe victims ofour enemies atall times.

LATE EUROPEAN INTELLIGENCE.
Madbid,March2.

—
General Thomas's force will embarkatSan

Sebastian for Santander, where it will be joinedwith troops under
GeneralMorionez. In theofficial reportsof the battle ontheHeights
of Somersto the Government troops lost 800 killed and wounded.
Subscription* arebeing raised here for the wounded. Merchants in
this cit/ and provincial deputies offer the Government men and
money.

Bayoithb, March 2.— The 5000 republicans who wereencamped
nearPortugalete, fifteenmiles north-wrst ofBilboa,were surprisedby
the Carlists, and a bloody engagement took place, in which 1000
Republicans were killed, and the remainder took flight, and were
closely pursuedby the Royalists. All of them were either captured
or drownedinattempting tocross theriver in wayof their retreat.

The Spanish armyunder General Morineshas madethree attacks
on theCarlistforces before Bilboa, and were repulsedeach time.

Bayoioi*,March 4.
—

Don Carlos has beenproclaimed "Kingof
Spain." The coronation is to take placein the cathedral atBilboa.
He willappealto the foreign powers to recognise thebelligerency of
the Carlists.

March21
— MrButt, Q.C., moved an amendment to the address

inreply to the Queen's Speech, that the House legislate in favorof
Irishself-government. The amendment was rejectedby 314 to* 50.

THE EXPECTED WAR.
Writiwo from Paris under date, Jan. 16th, the correspondent of
the Bombay 'CatholicExaminer,' says:

—
"At this minute we are

under the most serious anxiety. War threatens us, and everything
leads me tobelieve that within three or four months war will break
out, wearenot ready and everything leads us to fear a more terrible
defeat than that inflicted on us three yearsago. The war will come
uponus from ItalyandGermany. During last summer VictorEmma-
nuelhad an interview with theEmperor William anddaring that ia-
terriew theplan'of attack was concerted. YesterdayIgathered all
about this through the letter ofone holding a high place in theState
ofdignitary ofthe Church :

—
'Do what you will, we shall have war

with Italy inspring.' These words were written in the nameof the
Government." Ihavenothingnew to tellyouofthewar preparations
made by Italyduring the past two years. Doubtless you have been
informed about the armaments, the defence and the reorganisationof
the army on the rPrussian system;all this meant nothing but war.
For some time past, the Italian regiments have been on a war-fjoting
and havetheir campaign equipage. Italy, despite the penury of its
defences, seems,tobequiteready to take the field aided by Prussia.
France is not.ceady. for war, though preparationshave been made.
Thus the stronghold^of Dsuphiny andSavoy have just been put in
repair;theCommandantof-the Grenoble divisionhas made the in-
spection of all the fortson the south-east, and upon his report, the
Commandant ofToulouse has received orders to forward towards the
frontier all the cannonshe causpare. These detailsIgive you because
lam quitesure of them. They are busy making cannons atallthe
State foundries;but notwithstanding all possible preparations, we
shall be sadly deficientin war materials, ifItaly's threats are put into
execution in the coming spring. According to the planconcerted be-
tween Berlin and Rome,Prussiabeing unwilling to incur theodiumof
anew war against us withoutpretext, will send Italydown onFrance
through Provence and will be ready herself to lend aid as tkeally of
Italy. Despite all the fancies of patriotism, if this olaucomes tobe
realised we shall be quite powerlessinresisting this double invasion.

polling-boothandinParliament, becameCatholicsare sosuccessfully
"Tailing themselves of such freedom. Isitnowa crime inCatholics
toavail themselvesof a freedomwhichhad so longbeen monopolised
by their Protestant neighbours? The Protestantpress are for ever
declaiming on theadvantagesofliberty andconstitutionalgovernment;
but the momentCatholicscome tobe ablefully to participatein these
advantages and to act accordingly, than wearedenouncedas " con-
spiring against thelawsand institutions, theliberty and independence
of the country," anda hue and cry is raisedagainst vs

—
witness the

article in the 'Evening Star 'Inow send you, and which maybe
tupposedtobe anecho of the Home press. The EnglishProtestant
mind was long possessedwith the idea thatFrance was the "natural
enemyn of England, and writerssuch as tho 'Evening Star'andhis
contributors, laboredhard to keepalive andintensify thatmost mis-
chievous feeling. But such a diabolical sentiment is happily a thing
of thepast. England, the most Protestant of States, has longbeen
on the most cordia' and friendly terms with France, the leader of
CatholicEurope;and they are likely to continueunitedfor ever. In
the same way Protestants andCatholics havelongbeen representedas
hereditary enemies, at least under the English Crown. But that
notion too,in spiteof the efforts of many illdisposed men to keepit
up,is fast dying out. In the eyes of somemen, ofwhomthe 'Even-
ing Star

'
it possibly the representative,the greatest fault which the

British Legislature can commit, is todo full justice to the Catholic;
and the greatest offence of which the Catholic can be guilty, is to
■hew a devotedloyalty to the ProtestantBritishGovernment. When
a few unwary ormisguided or infuriatedCatholicscan be seduced bf
artful men into trea«onable plots or conspiracies,great is the joy of
thiirenemies. Witness thepretended Gunpowder Plot, in JamesI's
time, whichsomeProtestants, and those well informed historians too,
firmW believewas the work of the King's Ministry themselves;a plot
laid "by them to entrap unwpry Catholics, and afford apretext for
persecuting the wholeCatholicbodystill more. ThisPlot could never
ha^e been carried out of rourse ", theMinistry having the wires in
theirowehand, they couldstop itand pounce on the

" conspirators"
whenthey chose. Be thai: as it may,certain itis the greatbody of
theCatholics of the period hadno moreconnection with it than the
manin the moon,but abhorredit as much as the Protestants. The
first respectable Catholic who name to the knowledge of it, Lord
Montague, immediately disclosed it to Government. There is more-
over strong rt-aponto suspect that the anonymous letterhe received
aboutitcame (rom emissaries of the Ministry, and was written by
them toentrap him into the plot, or afforda pretextto accuse him of"guilty knowledgeof it, since no Catholic of character and position
wasconnectedwith it. The minwhowere engaged in thatplot,about
thirteen in i.umber, were only nominally Catholics, like many in our
day. The dtholicsubject* of Qiven Victoria at this time, arestupid
enough to refuse tn engage in realplots against Government;their
enemies, therefore, like the writers i:a the Auckland 'Evening Star,'are
kindenough to impute imaginary plots to us, to terrify ourProtestant
neighbour*. Mauvmenailmit,and nonemorereadily thanthemost emi-

nentProtestant historians and statesmen, that the Catholics under the
BritishCrowii have,in past days, suffered most cruel wrongs, from
Government

—
nronusmore than sufficient to drive the best disposed

andmost loyal subjects into most furious rebellions. Bur of late
years they have receiveda large, ifnot a full, measure of justice, and
are ill the way of receiving their full rights at home and in the colo
nies. They would do well, therefore, as far aspossible,to forgetpast
wrongs,and to remember that to forgiveinjuries and topray for those
who inflictedthem i« the especial duty of every faithful Catholic;
and thatmore particularly whenthe author of the wrongshors a dis
position toacknowledge his fault,and to make suitable reparation,as
theBritish Government has long been doing in regard to us. We '

arenot now as we once we c, placed in the painful position of being
'

obliged citherto apostatise from our creed, or to surrender our rights
as freemen. Bismarck is fast driving the Catholics of United Ger-
many to that cruel alternative;and, strange to say, a portion

—
but

happily only aportion— of the Protestant Press and people of Eng-
land,applaudhim for the wicked act Surely these meo can haidly
be honest or sincere in their Joud professionsofrespect for liberty and
the rights of conscience. On the contrary, they must be the most
agregious hypocrites. The independent and honest, and consistent
portionof tho Protestant Pressof England have expressedthemselves
as strongly ngainat Bismarck's ecclesiastical policy as any Catholic
could do. This shews thut the tide is fairly turning in Protestant
England'generally ngainst Bismarck and tho German Catholics. The

of which will be a greataccession of popularity andconsequent
to the Catholic cause throughout the whole extent of the

BritishEmpire. No wonder, then, that our enemiesare at their wits
end how toexciteaprejudice against usin theProtestantmind, andget
up imaginary "P..pish plota" for that end. If few Protestants read
the Tablet, the so-cul'odR.CProtestant "leaders ofpublic opinion"
—or some cf them, it appears, do so, andare not always pleased with
its contents They found itnecessary toput in a word or two "on
the other side." So much the better. If they wouldonly abuse ai*d
slander ub a littlemoro, all tho better for us, aud we should thank
them for tho favor.

DEATH OF THE O'GRADY.
The 'Times

'
records the death of the head ofone of those ancient

"septs"or clans ofIreland which claim Milesian descent far more
venerable andillustrious that) th;>t ofany of the members of the Irish
peerage,except,perhaps, the O'Briens, representatives as tln*yare of
the Princes and Kings of Thomond

—
we refer to the O'Grady, of

Kilballyowen,in the county ofLimerick, who died a few dayssince, at
the age of fifty-jeven. Ihe late William de Courcy O'Grady, was the
eldest son of the O'Grady," J.P.and D.L., and formerly High Sheriff
of the County of Limerick, who died in 1862. He was bom in the
year1816, andwaseducated at Westminister and at Trinity College,
Dublin, where h? took theusual degrees,and was called to the Irish
Bar in 1840. Hemarried, in 1851, Anne Grogun, daughter of Mr T.
de Rinzi,ofCloberaonhall, county Wexford, by whom lie had, with
other children, a son, Thomas DeCourcy, bornin 1811, who now b»-
comes the o'Grady.A.ccording to Sir Bernard Burke, the Milesian
family of O'Grady is one of the most ancient in the far west of
Ireland;and Dr. O'Brien, the late Catholic Bishop ofCloyne, inhis
1Irishand English Dictionary,' assigns Conal Eachluauth, King of
Minister, A.D.,366, andeixth in descent from Oliol-Olum (of the race
ofHeber,eldest sonofMilesius, KingofSpain, who colonized Ireland),
a* the common auceator of the O'Gradtes and the O'Briens, now re-
presented by Lord Inchiquiu, of Dromoland, count} of Clare. Tho
sameauthority tells us that," when the!atte<" house subsequently, iv
the person ofBrian Brien Boroimhe, the renowned monarch of Ire-
Und, establishedan ascendency of power in North Munster or Tho-
mond, of which they became hereditary rulers, the O'^radrs c;ime to
acknowledge their paruinount sway,and were arrayedas dynasts or
chiefs of 'a sept 'under tho banner* of these provincial princcf.

—
1Freeman'sJournal.'

In a letter from Caprcra, dated September 2, Garibaldi says:—
11Inour quarrelwith France, wo are standing on a volcano, and I
darenot risk my foot in it. You speakof priests! Yes! before en-
gaging in the struggle, wemust extermiuato thepriesthood,or we are
lost."
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