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poliing-booth and in Parlisment, because Catholics ave so successfully
availing themselves of such freedom. Is it mow a crime in Qatholics
to svail themselves of a freedom which had so long been monopolised
by their Protestant neighbours? The Protestant press are for ever
daolaiming on the advantages of liberty and constitutional government ;
but the moment Catholies come to be sble fully to participate in these
advantages and to act sccordingly, than we are denounced as * con-
spiring against the laws and iuetitutions, the liberty and independence
of the country,” nnd a hue and cry is raised against ms—witness the
srticle in the ‘ Evening Star’ I now send you, and which may be
supposed to be an echo of the Home prees. The English Protestant
mind was long possessed with the idea that France was the * patural
enemy " of England, and writers such as the  Evening Star ' and his
contributors, labored hard to keep alive and intensify that most mia-
chievous feeling. But such a diabolical seatiment is happily a thing
of the past. England, the most Protestunt of States, has long been
on the most cordia’ and friendly terms with ¥rance, the lender of
Catholie Euro%r; and they are likely to continue united for ever. In
the samo way Protestants and Catholics have long been represented as
hercditary enemies, at least under the English Crown. But that
notion oo, in rpite of the efforts of many ill disposed men to kecp it
up, is fast dying out. In the eyea of some men, of whom the ‘ Even-
ing Btar’ ic zaibly the representative, the greatest fault which the
British Legislature can commit, is to do full justice to the Ostholie ;
and the greatest offence of which the Catholic cou be puilty, is to
shew a devoted loyalty to the Protcstant British Government. When
a few unwary or misguided or infuriated Catholics can be seduced by
artful men into tremsonable plots or conspiracies, great is the joy of
their enemies. Witness the pretended Gunpowder Plot, in James I's
time, which some Protestants, and those well informed historians too,
irmly believe was the work of the King's Minfstrj themselves ; a plot
laid by them to entrap unwery Catholics, and afford a pretext for
persecutiog the whole Cathiolic body still more. Thie Plot conld never
haye been curried out of vourse; the Ministry having the wires in
their owr band, they counld stop it and pounce on the ** conspirators "
when they chose, Be thay as it may, certain it is the great body of
the Catholics of the period had no wmore connection with it than the
man in the moon, but abhorred 1t a8 much as the Protestants. The
first respectable Catholic who rame to the knowledge of it, Lord
Moutague, immediately disclosed it to Qovernment. There is more-
over strong rearon to suspect that the avonymous lotter he received
sbout it came from emisearies of the Ministry, and was written by
them {o entrap him into the plut, or afford & pretext to accuse him of
» guilty knowledge of it, since no Catholic of character and position
was connected with it,  The m:n who were engaged in that plot, about
thirteen in 1umber, were only nominally Catholics, like many in our
day. The Cutholic subjects of Queen Victoria at this time, are stupid
encugh to refuse tn enguge in real plots against Government; their
enemies, tharefore, like the writers iu the Auckland * Evening Star,” are
¥ind enough to imyute imaginary plots to us, to terrify our Protestant
neighhour}. Many men admit, and none mere readily than the most emui-
pent Protestant historiang and siatesmen, that the Catholice under the
British Crown have, in past days, ruffered most cruel wrongs, from
Government—vwrones more than sufficient to drive the best disposed
and most loral subjecta into most furious rebellions. Bui of late
yeara they lave received a turge, if not & full, measure of justice, and
are in the way of recewving their full rights at home and in the colo
pies. They would do well, thercfore, as far as possible, to forget past
wrongs, and to remember that to forgive injuries and to pray for those
who inflicted them is the especial duty of every faithful Catholio;
and that more pariicularly when the author of the wrong sho s a dis
osition to acknowleige his fautt, and to make suiteble reparation, as
the Rrilish Government has long been doing in regard to us. We
are not 130w as wa once we e, placed in the psinful position of being
obliged either to spostasise from our creed, or to surrender our rights
as freemen. Diemarck i3 fast driving the Catholics of United (ei-
many to that cruel alternutive; and, strange to say, a portion—but
happily only & portion—of the Protestant Press and people of Eng-
land, applaud fiim for the wicked et Sorely these men can hmdly
be honest or sincere in their Joud professions of respect for liberty and
the rights of conscience.  On the contrary, they must be the most
egregious hypoerites. The independent and honest, and consistent
portion of the Frotestant £rees of England kave expresesd themaelves
a8 strongly sagrinst Bismarck’s ecclesinaticnl policy as any Catholic
could do. This shews timt the tide is fuirly turning in Frotestant
England generslty agatost Bismarck and the German Catholics. The

agresult of which will be a grest accession of popularity and consequent

strength to the Catholic cause throughout the whole extent of the
Eritish Empire.  No wonder, then, that our enemjes aro at their wits
ond how toescite n prejudice agumst us in the Protestant mind, and get
up imaginazy ** Popsh plots” for that ead. If few Protestants read
the TABLLT, the so-cabied R. C. Protestant leadars of public opinion"
_or some Lf them, it appears, do o, and are not aiways pleased with
its cogtents  They found it neceseary to put in & word or two “on
the other side” Bo much the better, 1f they would only abuse and
slander ua a little more, all the better for us, and we should thank
thew for the favor,

MESSRS. DISRAELI AND GLADSTONE,
THE CATHOLIC VOIE,

‘ent change of the ministry at home eannot fail to be ultimately
E)ﬁl::fcneﬁt ofg the Catholie party, not that Mr Disracli, however, is
any greater frientt of Catholics than Mr Giladstone. Both theze men,
like other Protestant statesmen in Engtaud, are mere men of expedi-
ents. They have no prominent principlee. ‘They are like a cork on
the water, nnd float any way as the wind and tide drive them —very
much in thet respact like tho Protestant Press. If Cat.hpllca be
necessary to eustain them in power, they will fuvor Catholics, not
otherwise. Mr Disraeli may {eel the want of (_}‘mhohc support in the
hour of his extremity, and he will secure it if he prudently can by
conveding something te the Catholics, if oot all they want, It will be

the ssme thing in New Zealand, so Catholics here had better look
after themselves and manage * the Catholic vote” well. Obn cortain
oecasions, and thess the most criticsl, our vote tells when given in &
block, however fow we be compared with Protestants, Divide the
Catholic vote and we become the victims of our enemies at all timen.

LATE EUROPEAN INTELLIGENCE.

Mapzip, March 2.—General Thomas’s force will embark at San
Sebastian for Bactander, where it will be joined with troops nnder
General Morionez. In the officiul reports of the battle on the Heights
of Bomersto the Government troops lost 800 killed and wounded.
Subscriptions are being raised here for the wounded. Merchants in
this city and provincial deputies offer the Goverument men and
money.

Barvowwze, March 2.—The 5000 Fepublicans who were encamped
near Portugalete, fifteen miles north-west of Bilboa, were surprised by
the Carlists, and & bloody engagement took place, in which 1000
Republicans were kiled, and the remainder took flizht, and were
closely pursued by the Royalists. All of them were either captured
or drawned in attempting to cross the river iu way of their retreat.

The Spanish army under General Morines has made threo attacks
on the Carlist forces before Bilboa, and were repulsed each time.

Bayowse, March 4.—Don Carlos has been prociaimed * King of
8main.” The coronation is to take place in the cathedral at Bilboa.
He will appgal to the foreign powers to recognise the belligerency of
the Carlists.

March 21 —-Mr Butt, Q.C., moved an amendment to the address
in reply to the Queen's Speech, that the House legislate in favor of
Irish self-government. The amendment was rejected by 314 to 5.

THE EXPECTED WAR.

WeIiTING from Paris under date, Jan. 16th, the correspondent of
the Bombay ¢Catholic Examiner,” says:-—~** 4t this minute we are
ander the myost serious spxiety. War threatens us, snd everything
leads me to believe that within three or four months war will break
out, we are not ready and everything leads us to fear & more terrible
defeat than that inflieted on us three years ago. The war will come
upon us from Italy and Germany. During last summer Victor Emma-
nuel had an interview with the Emperor William and during that in-
terview the plan’ of sitack was concerted. Yesterday I gathered all
about this through the letter of one holding a high place in the Btate
of dignitary of the Church :—*' Do what you will, we shali have war
with Italy in spring” These words were written in the name of the .
Government.” 1 have nothing new to tell you of the war preparations
made by Itely during the past two years. Doubtless you have been
informed sbout the armaments, the defence and the reorganiaation of
the army on the Prussisa system; ull this meant nothing but war.
For some time past, the Italian regiments have been on a war-foating
aud have their campgign equipage. Italy, despite the penury of its
defences, seemp to be quite ready to take the field sided by Prossia,
France is not. resdy. for war, though preparations have been made.
Thus the strongholda-of Danphiny and Savoy have just been putin
repair ; the Commandant of -the Grencble division has made the in-
spection of all the forts on the south-east, and upon his report, the
Commandant of Toulouse has received orders to forward tawarda the
frontier ull the cannons he can spare. These details I give you because
I sm quite sure of them. They are busy msking cannons at all the
Siate foundries; but notwithstanding all possible preparations, we
shali be sadly deficient in war materiuls, if Italy’s throuts nre put inte
uXecution in the coming spring. According to_the plan concarted be-
tween Berlin and Rome, Prussia being unwilling to incur the odium ef
a new war against us without pretext, will send Italy down on France
throngh Provence and will be ready herself to lend aid as the slly of
Italy. Despite all the fancies of patriotism, if this plan comes to be
realised we shall be quite powerless in resisting this double invasien,

DEATH OF THE O'GRADY.

Tae ‘ Times * records the death of the head of one of those ancient
“nepts ™' or clans of Ireland which claiin Milesiun descent far more
venerable and illustrious than that of any of the members of the Irish
peernge, except, perhops, the O'Briens, representatives as thry are of
the Princes and Kings of Thomond—we refer to the O’Grady, of
Kilballyowen, in the county of Limerick, who died a fow daye since, at
the age of fifty-reven. The lute William de Courcy O'Grady, was the
eldest son of the O’Grady, 3.P. and D.L, and formerly High Sheriff
of the County of Limerick, who died in 1862. He was born in the
yoar 1816, and was educated ab Westminister and at Trinity College,
Dublin, where he took the usual degrees, and was culied to the Irish
Bar in 1840, Hemarried, in 1851, Aune Grogan, daughter of Mr T,
de Rinzi, of Clobemonhall, county Wexford, by whom he had, with
other children, a son, Thomas DeCourcy, bornin 1844, who now be-
comes tha O'Grady.According to 8ir Bernerd Burke, the Milesisn
family of O'Grady is ome of the most ancient in the far west of
Ireland ; end Dr. O'Brien, the late Catholic Bishop of Cloyne, in his
¢ Irish and Enalish Dictionary,’ assigns Conal Enchluauth, King of
Munster, A.D., 366, and eixth in descent from Oliol-Olum {»f the ruce
of Heber, eldest son of Milesius, King of 8pain, who colonized Ireland),
as the common ancestor of the O'Gradies und the O’Briens, now re-
presented by Lord Inchiquin, of Dromoland, county of Clare. The
same authority tells us that, ** when the lutter house subseq aently, in
the person of Brian Brien Beroimhe, the renowned monarch of Ire-
lind, established an ascendencr of pawer in North Munster or Tho-
mond, of which they became hereditury rulers, the O'‘3radrs came to
acknowledge their pacumount sway, und were arrayed a3 dynsta or
chiefa of *a mepnt’ under the banners of these provinctsl princes,—
* Freeman’s Journal.’

In a letter from Caprers, dated September 2, Garibaldi says:—
% In our guarrel with France, wo arve standiog on s voleano, and I
dare not risk my foot in it You speak of priesta! Yes! befors en-
gngin,g in the struggle, we must extermivate the priestiiond, or we are
lost,”



