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oy the puins of London Bridge, mourning over
English nation, whenever that eame to pam it would probably be
found that that New Zealander was an Irishman. (Great lagghter.)
Mr Hugter.concluded by saying that the apectacle witnessed tha day,
should impress upon all Irishmen this moral—that the great advantages
they had in this new sphers brought with them corresponding obligs-
tiops. ‘There was a deep lesson to be learned by peaceful, benevolent,
scoigl organisations like that of the Hibernian Mociety, They should
prove their love of the old country by being good citizens of the new,
by upholding their character for pesce, religion, and induetry, by join-
ing heart and hand with all good men of whatasever creed or country

forall good objects, and especially for the development of the um-
bounded wealth of New Zsaland.

the full of the great

"'ST. PATRICK'S DAY IN CHARLESTON.

A vERY beautiful and edifying sight was witnessed hers on Snndug
laet, in the Catholic Church. The members of the Charleston Branci
of the H.A.C.B. Society, in considerable nambers, attended the nine
o'clock Mass, wearing their bright green and gold scarfs, and other
insignia pecoliar to the socety, and approached the Holy Communion
in a bocg.c Xt was the first tims since ite establishmient that the
Branch carried out in 10 public and sonspimions s manuer that im-
portant rule of the Socicty which obliges sl its membors to comply
with the Pascal duty of Enster Commnunion. Their devout demeancr
and fervid example appear to have had a salutary and good effect upon
the congregation—which was large and respaotable,—and it is to be
hoped will prove o powerful means of inducing many more earnest
men in the district to join a scciety which confers so many spiritusl
blessings.av well as temporal advantages upon its members. The Rav.,
Father Walsh, the Chaplain, teok oceasion to compliment the Society,
expresaing himself very much gratified with the ameunt of good it had
already accomplished, remsrking that such a sociely when properly
eonductéd and its rules strictly ndhered to deserved and received the
strongest approbation and encouragement of the Church; and con-
cluding with the timely admonition that Catholics, inatead of jrining
sondemied and diesaproved organisations, should be Tound co-operat-
ing with, and sustaining in cur midst so excellent an institution as the
H&emim Australasian Catholic Benefit Society. The Rev. Gentleman
made a'decp impression en the minds of his hearers,

On Tuesdoy following—8t. Patrick's Day—the Hibernian Society
turned out in splendid style. The Charleston and Brighton Branches
together, assenublod at an early hour in the day, ot the 8t. Patrick’s
Behool, formed themselves into order of procession nuder the leader-
sbip of their rerpective marshals, headed by the Charlaston Brogs
Band, which played some farorite rational airs, and discoursed scme
equaily inspiriting martinl musie, processed the different etreets, pro-
ducing quite nn electric affect] on the heerts of {hoss who, though
exiles from their native land, still cherished the memory of him, to
whase priestly sanctity, fervent devotion and indofatigable labors, the
day has, from time immemorial, been celebrated. .

- ¢t ten o'clock in the foreroon, o erowded congregation attended
Maes, which was celebrated by the Rov. Father Walsh, who delivered
the Punegyrie of St. Patrick, Aposile of Ireland,in & very feeling and
impressive manner, and was listened to throughout with marked
attention. The rev. gentleman also blesssd the magnificent new
banner which was received recently by the Hibernian Socicty from
Melbourne, and used in procession for the frat time that day.

In the evering the processiouists employed themsolves ab their
hall for a few hours in an rgroeable and happy manner—enke and
wincs beiog supplied in sbundance, Mr Richard Delany, the Presi-
dent, ccoupied the Chair. Hp opened the prooeedings with an able
and spirited address, which was well reesived by the large and ap-
preciative nudience. Eevers! tonsts, interspersed with good old Irish
songe, were sfterwards proposed and duly responded to by Bros,
Nestor and Kirkpntriek, of the Charleston Branch ; and Bros. Marphy
and Muloney, of the Brighton Branch. Altogether tha ocomsion was
one of hilurity and friendly greeting ; and the unoempromising ot-
tachment and unswerveing devotion 1o that faith brought from Rome
of the Pepes, by St. Patrick, to Iroland, wns fuliy attested by the
patriotic sentiments which omauated from thoee who wers wilowed the
privilege of participating in the ecemng's festivitice, Nad it ja scarcely
heees:ary to inform your readers that the Emerald lele was not for
gotten. In responding to the toast to the elinir, Mr Daloniy wound up
with o fow felicitous and soul-ilirring sentences, whith touched 'y
eympathetic chord, and drew forth oxpressivo plaudite, especinlly
where he introduced the words of 1he immortul poet and national bard,
expressing the hope that he should soon ses his belovod Erelond—

* Breat, glosions and fres—
Firat flower of the earth, and firat gem of the sea.”

Tius ended the celebration of 8t; Patrick’s Duy, 1874, in Charles.
ton; and from the orderls monuer in whioh it hus been carried out,
the ferror and patrictism of its promoters, that undying love for faith
and fatherlund which matifested iveddf in the day’s proceadings, do-
erves for it o piuce in the renks of similsr, thongh or demonstra-
tions, conducted simultaneously in other countries, othing tended
to mur tlie celebration of the anniversary of the Patron Baint of
Irelend ; thero was nene to molest Irishmen in tleir joyous festivitios;
the Shamreock was displayed on every hat,

MR D. M. CAMERON’S SUGGESTION.
Wrtn roference to thet, would it zot be a better plan to petition
Goavernment to nllow us 1o do what I belisve the Cubadian Catholics
arc ailowed to do, that is—nesees ourselves for the support of our own
rchoois—these 1o bo placed under Government seoular inspection ? I
buve not much iuith in voluntary eubscriptivns for that purpose.
Muny would shirk poying unless it could be enforced b{ law; the
moat would pag it the clorgy went in for the plan with zeal, Besides
it would only do for populous places. Our Protestant friends

*profess” to be advocates of fair play. It is not professiona but deeds
we want.—Laic,

IMMORALITY OF COMMON SCHOOLS.

WiTH reference to the complaints of Mr Brown, of the Salutation
Hotel, Rattray stroet, regm-;ing the annoyance ho sustains in conse-
uence of filthy writings on the walls of hia premises by pupils of the
%ﬁddle District Behool, I moticed, soms time ago, that the pupils in
the State Schools of Amerion are complained against a8 being guilty
of the like immoral practices. They even write flithy words on the
very Bchool-houso walls,  This was mentioned in an official report on
American State Schools, which also remarked an the great want of teuthe
fulners of the pupils of these State Bchools. It ia for those, among
other remsons, that the Common or State Schools in America ars now
falling into discredit in various parts of the Urion, and respeotable
parents are beginning to prefer private or denominational schoals.
Many respeotable American Protestants sven send their childres 1o
Catholic schools. In these it is admitted the moral superrision of
the pupils is more careful and matisfactory as a rule. Of course, ac
of the pupils in Catholic schools are by no means unexcoptionable i
their morals. 1t would be strange if they sll were good, mix'ng at
times, on many of them must (o, with bad Protestant boys in the
streets, pupils many of them of **Common Schools.” I was told
lately by & respectable Wesloyan he would not send ks children to a
Common or Government Bohool, considering the rowdy lot who
might be found there ; and this is the prevailing feeling among the
respectable middle classes of all confessions in the colony probably, if
they only wauld speak their minds out, The Secularist Jjournals wor.t
hear of this. I was told also, on the best suthority, what I eannat yet
bring mysslf to believo—that some of the young ladies who are edy-
eated in soms of the * fiash" schools in New Zialand, kept by Pro-
testant lady profossors, have hardly heard the name of Grod, and have
vory vaguoe ideas even of His very existence, I should hope there s
some mistake or exaggeration in that story.  Yetit eane to ms from
a most respectable informant.  If true, what aye we coming to in thie
ago of “ refinement and progress P*

THBE AUCKLAND EVENING STAR ON ROMAN
CATHOLIC CONSPIRACIES.

Herewita I send you copy of a letter in the ¢ Evening Star,” con. .
taining an insinuation and something more against the loyalty of the
whote of the Queen’s Boman Cutholic subjects throushout the Britjsh
Empire. They are there, you will see, charpod with bsing enoaged in
a plot to * destroy the liberties and independence of England,” and of
course to subvert the authority of the Queen, and overturn the '
established Government of the country. It is dilfealt to supposs that |
the editor of the Auckland *Star’ believes in the truth or evon pro- .
bability of auy such acousation, and it is atili more difficuit to belisve
that he gave currency to it in his paper in good faith and from any
creditable or respectabls motive. The accusation is of a wost extra.
vagant kind, and most mischievous in its tendeney. It is caleulated to
ingult the feelings of Roman Catholics, and to turn their Protestant
fellow-subjects againat them. The * Star” poasibly Bupposes that tha
Cathoica, being o compnratively small body, may be insulted with
impunity. But comparatively fow thongh we be, surely tltis ia not a
ttme to et Catholics and Protestants by the ears, The present prims
miinister of England has just intimated that possibly are lon: the
British Glovernment may be forced to interfore in the affyirs of the
Continent, One-third of Her Mujesty’s srmy consists of [righ Roman
Catholics, and when were they ever backward in mesating the encmiss
of England io the field ?

The Duke of Wellington onoe sai? in the Houso of Lords that
though he might have been ablu to maintain the military reputation of
England with the Protestant portion of the sroy alone, he neves
could, without the aid of the Cutholic portion of it, have gained thoge
brilliant victoriea which had erowned hirs with the laierela he was ap
proud to wear. The Catholic portion of the Bridsl, sroy is ae loyal
and brave now ae it was under * The Duke,” and the Catholic portion
of the army is not more loyal than tha great baly of Her Mujosty’a
Cathelic subjects in all parts of the Bmpire are, whatever insinuations
to the contrary may be thrown out against them br suoh mischief-
makers as the * Evoning Star” One of the editors op proprietors of
that paper, a Mr Red, ia o member of the Aucklund Executive

Council. How ean the two Catholic members of that Counej} raconeile
it with their own sense of self rospeet, or the respect due o the

Catholic body in general, to sit longer at the same Couneil board wigh
this Mr Reid, who permits bis paper to be wmade the medium of
pirculating such mi«chievous, insultiog, and extravagant insinuutions
egainet them ?  Cortain portions of the Catholiesubjects of the Buitish
Government have in former times been geaded into ulegal and viclent
acts by insulte and injuries from their enemies ; but they Lave tearnad
wisdom from experience, and their loyaity is net likely to bw agnin
gheken by such causes, leust of all by arything slanderous or inaulct‘ing
wiueh muy eppear against them in the newspuper, and such o nowa.
paper a8 the * Evening Star” T believo such newepapers as the * Sta.
will not succeed in sowing distruet and ill-will between the Catholic
snd Protestant aubjects of the Quesn, try s they may, in the presens
age s but their attempts to do so are not on that acesant the [oss
wicked. We live in troublesome times, and in what M- Disrasli Las
just described as o ** rapid age;” but como what ma y in the way of
elow or rapid changes at liome or abroad, I trust fajthful Catholics
will ever show that they have learnt from thejr relizion * to fuar Gad
and honor the Queen.” To us * likerty ana independence” arg ot
less dear than to our Protestant follow-subjecta,
I wo strive t¢ advance the interesta of pur holy religion in Englaad
and elsowhers, and fo secure justice to ourselves —~bath of wlich weo
are now successfully deing, thunk God it is by open, legitimate, and -
conetitutionsl means we do 20 and by nn others, When Archbishop
Manning telks of the Rowan Cutholi.c clorgy  aubduing the DImperial
raco” of England, his meaning is obvious. iTo means that they will da
it by the sword of the spirit, by free edueation by a free Eress and a
free pulpit—and not by carnal weapons. ITas it now nome to thie,
that the Protestant. Irish and Hnglish of the peviod are afraid of
freedom in the press, dread it in the schoals and in the pulpit, et the



