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COMMUNE,

I is almost hoping beyond hope to expect that this Encyclical letter
of the Holy Father will have any effect on the consciences of the
people and the Governments of Europe. And yeithe subjects which
he writes on sre of equal interest to Catholic and Protestant, to King
and people. The things which happened, and are happening, in
Rome, in Gormany, in Switzerland, are something besides attacks on
the liberties of the Catholic Church, They are attacks on human
liberty, on nationsl right, on freedom of conseience, on property, on
every principle which holds society together. The King of Xtaly, and
the Emperor of Germany, and the Government of Geneva no doubt
hate and detost the Socialists and their programme. But they are,
nevertheless, doing the work of the Commune ; they are, nevertheless,
carrying out its programme. The Hocinlists are the enemies of gro-
perty. In robbing the Churches and Convents of Rome, the Italian
Government is doing the work of the Sociilists,. The Socialists are
the enemies of all religion. In attempting to destroy & branch of the
greatest of Christian Churches, the Geneva Goverament is doing the
work of the Seciulists. The Socialists are the enemies of freedom of
theught and freedom of worship. In endeavoring to strangle both
within his wide dominion, the Emperor of Germany is doing their
work. Ina word, the Governments of the Coxtinent, blinded by folly
are playing the game of the vast Red conspiracy which they at once
hate and eerve. From the summis of the Vatican the solemn voice of
one of the greatest of the successors of Peter warns the world of its
madness ; but his voice is drowned by the cries of passion and bigotry,
and Europe rushes on downwarde towards the abyss.~* Freemrn."”

CATHOLICISM IN AMERICA.
Auckland.
TevLy Gd's ways are not as men’s ways. Who could have antici-
pated that the puritans—* The Pilgrim Fathers "—who originally
settled in New England would actually pare the way for the triumph
of the Roman Catholic Church in Awerica; yet so it is proving at
this moment.

In 1825 there was only one priest in the whaole §-ate of Masaa-
chiusetts, one in New Humpshive, and one in Maine ; and even ao late
w5 1841 there wete only 30 priests and 60,000 Catholics in all New
Enpland. Dhere are now, after an interval of only 2% years, 100,030
in the single town of Boston ; while New Enustand coun's 6 bishops,
441 priests, 332 churches, and nearly one million Catlhiolira. This is
not due only te the natural growth of the population, nor te the influx
of Catholic immigrants from Europe. The geueral population in the
Uuited States has indeed ircreased during the present century at the
enormous rate of 1433 per cent. ; but the Catholic population has ine
creased during tho same period at the rate of 20,000 per cent. No
where has this Catholic incrense been more notable than in the
Puritan States of New England. Iow is this to be explained? How
do the Americans themselves account for it 2 They say it is because
New England has investigated all Protestant creeds thoroughly, and
duamissed or condemned them all. She now takea up the Catholic
crewd as being the most satisfactory. “In New England as in Ger-
moany,” says the Rev. Kent Stone, himself a convert to the Catholie
faith, and one who glories in being a descendant of the Pilmim
Fathers in New England, * Protestantism has worked itseif out.  The
people in Massachusetts began with a belief in revelation. At present
their only distinct creed is a belief in common schools.  What,” he
asks, ¢ 1s to replace Protestanti-m ia the hearts of New Englanders #
He replied—* By the favour of Almighty God it will be the ancient
and divine religion of which Protestantism was the perversion and
a earicatare.”

The Protestant people of Aucklund, like the Protestant people of
Kew England, have had *“ great fuith in common echools” hitherto,
There is, therefore, hope thiat by and bye they too, like the New Kng-
landers, wiil come to see the trut: of the Catholic creed and embrape
it, It would seem that common or purely seculir schools may often,
by the over-ruling providence of Ged be made subeervient to the ad-
vancement of the Catholic religion, however dangerous they may be in
their own rature to Catholie faith and morols s a general rule. It is
the province of the Almighty from sceming evil ever to educe some
good, The highly educated Protestants in America and Germany,
who are now being added in such large numbers lo the Catholic
Churcl, were most Lkely nearly all educated at common or purely
secular State schools in their youth, To a well cultivated iutellect ia
their case has now been added the divine gifr of true Clivistian faith, n
happy union which cannot fail to prove in the highest degree bene-
ficial to themselves and conducive to the eredit and spread of our holy
religion. From the next census you may be nble to show how we
stand ne to numbers in this Colony. We are mnereasing by conver-
eions, I know, as well as by immigration.

CANADA’S ATTRACTIONS TO EMMIGRANTS,—
A LES3ION TO NEW ZEALAND STATESMEN AND
OTAGO FARMER-~.

Mx® JosEPE ARCH, President of the Laborer’s Tuion, has delivered an
impo: tant speech at Leamington,. Mr Arch vindicated the purity of
his motives 1n advocating and lea ling the labor movement. Alr Arch
gave an extremely interesling sccount of his travels and observations
i British Amerien, where he appeared a3 n simple representative of
the agricultural laborer, and was treated with estraordinary courtesy
and Lkindness by all.  The Minister of Public Works, an Trishman, gave
him an interview, endorsed his views, and presented him with a free
pass over the Canadian railways., The Gevornor-Geveral, sn Ivish
man also, invited him to dinner, gave him the right hand of fellow-
ship, and listened as attentively to what he had to say oaif he were
the Archbishop of Canterbury.

Armed with letters from his patron, the Governor-General, he
set off on Lis tour without delay. As the result of Lis experience he
was able to declare that what the Old World refused tle laborer, the
New World offered him, and what could not be had even by frugality
aud industry in Evgland was to be had in Canada.

. Mr Arch's agreement with the Government comprised the build-
ing of a decent, comfortable hut for each®immigrant and his family,
the dwelling to be ready on their arrival, and with it five or six acres
of cleared ground. The laborer might begin to work immediately on
his arrival in soil which My Arch praised highly. During his spare
time the Government would employ him at five shillings a day on the
roads. But in addition to the five or six Beres given on his arrival,
he would have 100 acres of free land given to him, which awaited only
hia clewring it to be put into tillage. ~With regard to hired labour, he
said ho met many farmers who weare in search of hands, and offered
to pay them at the rate of £1 per week and their board, @ good cotfage
rent free for their families, all their fuel found for them, an acre of

land adjoining the cottage, and the run of the cows among the farmers’
cows,

IRISH-AMERICAN REMITTANCES.

Dr. N . Hawoocr, whose officisl connection with the Irish Grovern-
ment gives weight to his public untterances, read a paper at the recent
meeting in Doblin of the Stakstical Society, on the subject of * Erish
Emigration, and its consequences,”” which is deeply interesting as
exhibiting tangible proof of the affection entertained by the Irish emi.
grants for the friends left behind them, and of the enormouns services
they bave rendered %o their abardoned country by the remittances #:nt
home to solace snd aid such of their poorer relatives as must otherwise
have had recourse to the rates for support. It would searcely be
credited—although the report of the Loceal Grovernment Boord, from
which Dr N. Huncock derives his informat on, clearly establishes the
f ct—that in the twenty-one years from 1852 to 1872 the remittances
sent from America by emigrants to their friends in Ireland largely ex-
ceeded the amount levied during the same period by rates for the relief
of frish indigen'e—the latter awounting to £13,167,000, while the
former reached the enormous sum of £14,830,000. That is to say, the
voluntary contributions of the emigranta towards the necessities f
their kinsfolk exceeded by no less than, in round newbers, £1,250,000
the sam levied by law for the maintenance of the entire pauper pop-
ulntion of the country. In the year 1872, not a favorable cne to the
‘abruring classes in the TUnited States, the remittances reachel
£750,000, while only £729,000 was appropriated to the relief of desti-
tution at home, ' It is fmpossible,” as Dr. Haucock remarks, * not to
gee what a gigantic social force these remittances are, whether rezarded
a3 characteristic of the Irish emigrant, or as affecting questions con-
nected with the condition of the Irvish labouring classes.” We may
safuly, we believe, assert, that no instance of such durable affection
towards their familiea—tested as it is by pecuniary proof—can be ad-
duced in regard to the emigrants of any other nation.—* The Hour.'

3
GENERAL NEWS,
GERMANY.

Most of the English advocates of a eecular state eduacation are
always careful to tell us thet they are not opposed to religious instrue-
tion nltogether, but they insist that it shall be given, not in the schools,
but in the churches, We should like to know what they think of the
latest regulations of the Prussian Minister, of whose acta they have
made themselves the apologists. The Archbishop of Posen, haviag
boen prevented from having religious instruction given o3 heretofore in
the schools, has taken measures to have it provided in the Churches.
What is the nnswer of the Government 7 1t has issued an ordingnce,
which is to be put in force in the whole Duchy of Posen, to the éffect
that all students in State schaols who shall atrend the religious instrue-
tion provided in the Churehes shall be immediately.expelled from the
schoola. And in one case the * Correspondence de Geabve’ states—
though we hardly like to ciedit it—that school children taken by their
own parents o such instruction bave been flogged by order of the
suthorities for accompanying them thither, These are more ** strictly
defensive mensures” frow which ¥ no Roman Catholic subject suffers
any inconvenience.'”

It is quite true that the Empress Augusts of Prussia is deeply
grieved at the persecution of the bishops and clergy througheut the
Empire ; she is particularly grieved at what the Bishop of Hrmland,
for whom she hus long entertained n strong veneration, has to suffer,
Also the persecution of the Archbishop of Poszen afflicts her deeply.
It is_quite true also that the threc Empresses each abstained from ap-
pearing ot Court whilst the King of Italy was making his visits at
Vienna, a8 well asat Berlin.  All this reminds people of what the wife
of Pontins Pilate said before the death of our blessed Saviour.

SWITZERLAND,

The repulsion en masse of the curés of the Bernese Jura hay pro-
duced a profound scnsation throughout the country, aad it is now bz
voming plainly evident how deep’y rooted the Catholic faith is in
whi Je distriet.

Fatlher Hyaciathe has replied by a very bold letter to the sentene
of excom tunication issued agunst him by Mgr, Mermillod. But des-
pite the nppenl Lie has addressed to French Priests, not n single nev
apostasy hias taken place.

We noticed some months ago the arrest and imprisonment of M
Jecker, the curéd of Bienne, in Cuntou Berne, for fidelity to his dio-
cesan, and we are glad to see that all the Courts in Switzerland hav:
a0t fost their jndicial independence. After a triil of seven hours,..
which BI. Jecker dafended himself, he has been triumphantly.:
quitted, with costs, of the ebarges brought agzainst him by the State,

The faithful Catholics of Zurich, who huve had thete church takes
from them for Professor Michelis and the O'd Catholics, met for Mass
on the feast of the Assumption in crowds in the rabbish room of thc
theatre; on tho same day only seven Old Catholies,—the Cathelis
population of Zurich is 9000 —attended Michelis in the church. Tas
true Catholics have sinee then bought for £3,500 two houses and som:
ground near the town and will soon have built themselver a chucch,

The pilgrimage of the people of the Bernese Jura, in which
12,000 tock part, will form an epoch in the annals of the perasecution.
Phe Radieals ave fully alive to it, hence the aneers indu'ged in by the
members of their party, who went to Porrentruy to pla- the pirt of
spies upon the movements of the pilgrims. A pr fessor belonging to




