
WEEKLY EPITOME
The dejeuner to His Excellency Governor Weld at Wellington

was a success. The Superintendent proposed his health in a long
speech. Governor Weld, in response, spoke of New Zealandbeing
his and his children's home. He said he made his first speechhere
as a young man,and he held the same views still. He remarked
that his heart was ever with New Zealand, where he had been a
pioneer settler andpolitician. He said that Western Australia wasin
state of coma. Sir James and Lady Fergusson were present. The
Superintendent was in the chair, andabout 100 guests werepresent,
including ladies.

IheWellington "Tribune
'

says that the healthof theHon.JohnHall,now in London, has quite given way.
A 6UBLT philosopher in the Timaru paper gives itashis deliberate

opinionthat Mr Vogel's propensity for dining in public andmaking
long twaddling speeches afterwards is becoming a perfectnuisance."The telegraphists throughout the colony arekepthanging about the
office more than half the night, and some hundreds of over-worked
peopleare kept out of their beds for three or four extra hours, merely
that the newspapers, much agaiust their will, may be compelled to
publisha lot of post prandialbosh, which no one cares a rap toread.
This dinner at the Thames is the last straw that breaks tne camel's
back;we positively willnot in future risk losing the mails, and sub*
mit to crowd out important matter because Mr Voge. finds thathis
platitudesand tomfoolery go down better by lamplight, and after a
liberal allowance of indifferent liquor, than they do iv sober daylight
before the sun is over the fore-yard arm."

The
'BruceHerald,' referiing to the visit of Mr Holloway, re-

marks:— " We havelittle doubt Mr Ho'loway will, during his trip,
both sco andhear much to recommend Otago as a desirable field lor
colonisation, andhave as little doubt that he will also see andhear as
much as will show him that the greatest hindrance to the development
of the resources of the country lies iv the Governmentmaladministra-
tion of our waste lands. la every district he vi:>its, whether agricul-
tural or mining, we venture topredict the burden of complaint willbe
the same, viz., the hindrances and want of sincerity in the mode ot'
administrating our wastelands with a view to settlement. We trust
that MrHolloway, before leavingour shores, -will take an opportunity
of giving thepeople ofDuuedin,especially tho working classes there,

i the benefit of his observations. We believe the expression of the
|opinions he may form during his tiip of seeing things for himself
| would be invaiuable to a large class iv our cities, who know but little
of tlie real battle which a few have consistently for yearsbeen en-
deavouring to fight agaiust the monopoly of capital."

A MIXING correposdent of the 'JJaily Times' writes:
—
"It is

really apleasure to see some of the pretty little gardens—Iwas going
to say ownedby the miners, but this is not the case

—
the only tenure

they canget is under the miner's right. Some of these gardens are
well stocked with fruit trees and vines— all of which are themost
luxuriant in growth, aud the fruit of excellent quality. The Govern-
ment professa desire to attach the people to the soil, andare willing
togive laad toparties who will plane forest trees

—
would it not be

goodpolicy to sell these men who have made the desert blossomlike
arose their littlepatches

—
not exceedinganacre— foranominal thingr

such as a shilling a lot. Of course the consent of the runholder
wouldhave to be obtained. Ido not see why men who have paid
their passages to the colony, and many of them the pioneersof these
goldfields, should not receive something in return for their skill and
perseverance,"

During the hearing of the case, tho Water Works Company v.
IFish,in the Resident Magistrate's Court, Dunedin, a few days ago,
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affect to deny that the Catholic leaders in Prussia did use
their influence in the sense indicated by Herr Reichen-
sperger;' and Herr Jorg, the leader of the Bavarian
majority, in aletter which he has just published, thoughhedoes notrecollect that the mobilization of the Bavarian army
waspromotedby any representationsfromPrussian Catholics,
admits it tobea certain fact that the latter were favourable
to the unification of Germany and the iastitution of theEmpire, and asserts that their influence was used to obtain
the adherence of Bavaria to the offer of the Imperial Crown
to the King of Prussia, at Versailles. We have thus two
perfectly independent testimonies to the truth of what we
have so persistently asserted

— namely,that previously to the
recent anti-Catholic legislation, the Prussian dynasty and the
new Empire bad no more faithful and attached supportersthan the Prussian Catholics."

And now behold the rewardof their zealand loyalty. The
Emperor, whom they contributed so powerfully toexalfe, turns
round on them like aviper, and calumniates them before the
world;and the nation and government to whose conquests
and glory they helped at the expense of their blood andtreasure, cruellypersecutes them, andas an excuse for horrid
injustice vilely slanders them. The GermanGovernment has
become an aggressor on the character, rights, liberties,and
consciences of its own subjects, and best friends and
benefactors. Were it not that the German Catholics are a
long-suffering and inprinciple a loyal people,they would long
since have risen inarms to repel the aggression of despotic
power on their rights as men. It is well for the peace of
Prussia and the security of its Government that its subjects
whom it treats so barbarouslybelong to the Catholic Church;
for wereit not that they areCatholics, there would be anend
of their lojalty to Prussia.

pretence of settling people on the land will suffice nolonger. Theelectors,aboveall the working men, will besatisfied with nothing less than the reality. When MrReid wasin power there wasnosettlement,and theexcusewas the state of thelaw. To remedy what heconceived tobe defects,he introduced anew land bill, which in itsmainfeatures is now law. But the settlement seems to be asfar off as ever. For this,however, Mr Reid can hardlybe blamed, the administration of the laws carried by hispartyhas beenconfided to different hands. But evenMrJleid was not an advocate for any very extensive settle-ment. He and his party wantedthelandfor their children,
atleast he said so in the House of Representatives. Andas toMr Macandeew and thepartynow in power, it ap-pears tous that they arenot really desirous to dispose ofthe land to small proprietors. So far from there beinganyproof of a 6incere desire on their part to promote the set-tlement of such, there is abundant evidence of the con-trary. The people can see thisand are indignant.

It is well for Mr Macandbew and the members of hisExecutive that they have not now to seek re-election. Thepeople look upon them as shams, and had they an oppor-tunity they would treat them as such. As we have oftensaidbefore, we do not think that any of our statesmen,whether in the General Government or in the ProvincialCouncil,are really anxious for the bona fide settlement ofthe land. Ithas been often said that theland laws of theProvince of Otago arenot bad, and thatall that isrequired
is anhonest administration of them. Mr Cabgillsaid asmuch the other day, when canvassing the constituency ofDunedin,andother highauthorities areof the same opinion.Whois to blame then? When Mr Reid was in office, themisunderstanding between him and the Superintendent|
was assignedas a reason for the do-nothing-policy at thattime. Nothing of the sort exists now to thwart the Super-
intendent. His Honor has now anExecutive to his own
heart ;still thepeople who are clamouring for the land,
and who areready and willing to settle down on it and
cultivate itonanyreasonable terms, cannotinmany places
get anacre. A general election of Representatives is athand, thenext session willbe thelastof the presentParlia-
ment, and no doubt the people will mark their sense of
the treatment they have received from many politiciansbyconsigning them to domestic duties and the peace of pri-
vate life.

THE PRUSSIAN CATHOLICS.
All the world knows how cruelly the German Government ispersecuting the Prussian Catholics. The ultimate object of
this persecution,as wepointed out before, is the destructionof the Catholic Church in the new empire. Never was there
apersecution more unjustifiable. The Catholics of Prussia
gave no cause and afforded no pretext whatever that could
evenexcuse or palliate the injustice of which they are the
victims. None were more loyal, none more zealous for the
unification of Germany and the establishmentof the Empire
than thePrussian Catholics. In fact, it was their devotion
to the Prussian Government that rendered the triumph of
Prussia possible, and secured the Imperial crown for the
King of Prussia.

On these points we shall quote a passage from the 'London
Tablet/ of the 3rd January :—":

— "Another important pass?ge in
the speech of Heer Reichenspekger,to which we called
"attention the week before last, has been pointed out in a
letter to the

'Spectator.' Speaking of the imputation of dis-
loyalty to United Germany, which is the stock argument in
defence of the Falck laws, Here Reichensperger declared
that the electoral agitation of 1870 received the support of
all GermanCatholics, which enabled Germany to unite and
put forth all her strength, and thus prepared the wayfor
glorious victor}*. The Left laughed, but the speaker went
on :—

'Yes, Gentlemen, thereby was the resolution of the
majority in the Bavarian Diet and themobilization of the
Bavarian army rendered possible. The majority of the
BavarianDiet had to decide on this point, and the efforts of
my friends contributed to this important decision.' Andas
the Radicals still laughed— (this speech was deliveredin the
Parliament House in Berlin)— Here Reichensperger ap-
pealed to the Chief of the National Liberals. 'Ihave a
witness,' he said, 'to what Iaffirm

—
ask Herr La.sker.'

AndHerrLa&eer replied, 'Perfectly true.' The revelation
has madeno little sensation; and the 'AUgemeineZeitung,'
itself aBavarianpaper, and therefore a peculiarly competent
Avitness, though it prefers to ascribe the act of the Bavarian
Landtag to the irresistible impulse of the moment,

'does not
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