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DR, NEWMAN ON THE NECESSITY QF UNITING

RELIGIOUS WITH SECULAR STUDIES IN TUBLIC
BEMMINARIES.

TwE sentiments of such men a8 Dr Newman on anything connected with
the education and liberal studies of young men io public semminaries,
may possibly ba regarded even by your friends—the Dunedin ‘ Guar-
dinn ’ and * Bruce Herald,’ se worthy of some little attention—vehe-
mently as they may be opposed to everything Cathelic. Dr Newman,
as they are aware, was once n Protestant like themselves, and once
entertained po:sibly ns strong s prejudice against the principles of the
Catholic Church as they now do. He was once the ornament of Ox-
ford University, not merely oe a great divine and s meek and unas.
suming Christian, but etill more as a man of extensive and varied secular
learning, and may therefore be expected to know a good deal about the
proper principles on which the education of Christian youth ought to
be conducted—especially in schools for higher studies. Hear, then,
what he says on such a subject, ye proud Seowch philosophers and
. professors, and leaders of public opinion--or would-be leaders.

“The human mind may be regarded from two principal points as
intellectual and moral. As intellectual, it apprehends truth ; as moral,
it apprehends duty. The perfection of the intellect is called ability,
the perfection of our moral natures is virtue. It is our great misfor-
tune here, and our trial, that as things are found in the world, these
two are separate and independent of each other; that where the power
of intellect is, there need not be virtme; snd thet where right and
goodness and moral greatness ave, there need not be talent.” He re-
minds us that at the beginning this was not the case. That it is the
resnlt of man's fnll, in consequence of which he was deprived of
supernatural grace. By mauw’s fall, virtue and talent became divorced.
In the system of education sanctioned by the Catholic Church, an
effort is continually being’made, to re-unite what God originally joined
:ogether, but which the wickedness of men disjoins. He goes on

0 88Y 1 —

It is the object of the Holy See and Catholic Church in setting
up universities to re-unite things which were in the beginning joined
together by God, and have been put asunder by men, Some persons
will say that I was thinking of confining, distorting, and stunting the
growth of the intellect by ecclesiastical supervision.” Mark, this is
Jjust what the ‘ Guardian * and other Scotch philosophors say of Catho-
iie schools; but adds Dr Newman : I have no such infention. I
have np such thought as if religion must give up something mad
science something. 1 wish the intellect to range with the utmost
freedom, and religion to enjoy an equal freedom; but what Iam
stipulatiog for is, that they should ba found in one and the same
place, and exemplified by the same pecsons. I wish the same spots
and the same individuals to be at once oracles of philosophy and
shripes of devetion. It will not satisfy me what satisfies so many, to
have two independent systems—intellectual and religions—going on
at once, side by side, by a sort of division of labor, and ounly aceident-
ally brought together. It will not satisfy me if religion be here and
science there, and young men converse with science all day and lodge
only with religion in the evening. I want the intellestual laymen to
be religious, and the devout ecclesiastic to be intellectual.”

The sentiments here so well and forcibly expressed by Dr New-
man are the sentiments of Catholie laymen no less than the Catholic
clergy everywhere, and we will all act on them in spite of everything
the onemies of the church can esy or do to prevent us. In the United
Kingdom, ever since the so-called Reformation to this day, Outholics
have had the grentest diffculties to contend agninst in uphelding
schools even for elementary education ; aud as to a * University,” the
thing until very recenily has not been so much s named. o it is in
New Zealand,  (Government here, as at home, will throw every obstacle
in the way of aiding Catholie schools cut of the publie funds, until
forced to do so. When forced by constitutional pressure, they will yisld
—not before. Let us then gather up and concentrate, snd Lusband
well our political power, Let us be politicully drilled for the poli, ere
the day of battle comes. For this purpoze I would like to see o
Central Catholic Association formed for the whole colony, with cor-
responding committees in all large towns or populous distriets,

A FEW NON-CATHOLIC TESTIMONIES.

Tug Protestart journals of New York record the final proceedings of
the ** Evangelicsl Alliance” in that city. It appoars that the builders
of this new Babel tried to simulate an appearance of unity on the
Nicene Creed, but the proposition was promptly rejected, The only
thing in which they could agreo was to rovile the Catholic faith. The
Rey. O. B. Frothingham, an American, alluding to their pretonsions to
“ pramote unity,” said :—“ Everybody kuows what bitterness of hate
provails among Protestants,” and though *at a Communion” in a
Pregbyterign Church “ there participated the Dean of Canterbuary and
a Bpwbay delegate, and Moravian shepherds and others, when they
ull get home they will forget their temporary brotherhood, and full
into the old practice of assailing their neighbora,” Then he added—
¢ The Alliance canmot fight Cathclicism.” It has made the concession
openly. As e religion Homan Catholicism hay every advantage over
Protestantiem, in wealth of resources and general influence over the
people. How is the fight to be waged ! Not by force 6f doctrine, for
Roman Cntholicism is o more neceptable doetiine than Protestantism ;
not by focce of organization, for the Roman Catholie organization has
existed nearly 2000 years; not on the ground of faith and works, for in
those repards Roman Cuatholicism i3 far shead of Protostantism.”

A * Sciontific Unbeliover,"” writing in the *Westminster Review,’
of October last, says—* Nothing is furtber from the truth than the
common Protestant iden that the encouragement held cut by the
Roman Cathalic Church to a celibate life is an exnwple of Papal cor.
ruptions. It is » legitimete deduction from the spirit of Clristiunity,

as set forih.by its founder, and is, indead, based on his own utterances.
His immediate followera entertained no doubts on the subject.”

HISTORY OF QUR SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST.

By the Abbé J. E. Dannis.
{Tranelated from the French for the ¢ New Zealand Tablet.”)
14. BATIONALISTIO DENIALA.

The Magi, coming from the remote Hast, to adore the dawn-
ing royalty of Glod in & stable; a ster resting over the abode where
Mary holds her son in her arms; the aged Herod trembling on his
throne ; Jerusalem get in metion by a zephyr, wafting frem the
extremities of Arabin, the name of tha Messiah ; the Jewish S8arhedrim,
the Secribes giving an interpretation of the text of Micheas, so clear,
precise, and positive, that prophecy assumes the appearavce of history ;
oll these miracles revolt our modern rationalists! If Jesus Chriat
had been the son of Augustus, it would be deemed nothing extraor-
dinary that the world should be agiwated ot his birth. Bat Jesns
Christ is the Son of God, and men are unwilling to allow that Hia
eradle is surrounded by divine eigns. The majesty of Heaven is nob
to be permitted to choose a court for itself; rationalists grant thia
favour only to the powers of earth. Accordingly, with what disdain
do they not speak of * legends about Jesus, betag the fruit of s great
and entirely spontanecus conspiracy, developed sround him during
his lifetime) Already, perhaps,” say they, ' there was current more
than one anecdote about his infancy, conceived with the idea of shew-
ing in his biography the accomplishment of the Messianic ideal, or
rather, of the prophecies which the allegorical exegesis of the time
referred to the Messiah, At other times, they connacted him, from
his birth, with celebrated men, sueh as John the Baptist, Simeon and
Anna, two aged persons, who had -heen remarksble for great sanctity ;
Herod the Great; some Chaldean astrologers, who, it was said, visited
Jerusalem sbout this time!” These few lines, of themselves alone,
represent, in the raticnalistic gospel, the entire narration of the birth
of St. John the Baptist, the Annunciation, the divine Nativily at
Bethiehem, the Cirenmecision, the Presentation in the Temple, and the
Adoration of the Magi. What! so many facts—ackuowledged and
believed universally by our Christian societies— yot expresssd in theso
few words! A whole series of narvations which converted the world,
enlightened and transformed willions of souls, inspired se many
geniuses, conseled so many afilictions, and created upon the easrth a
new art; modern criticism assumes to itself the right to sum up all
these events in o rapid preterition, and conscientiously te euppress
them, without discussion or proof, by a vague “ perhapsl™ Itis but
too true. And for this reason all science—worthy of the name—has
reaponded to these high-soundiug frivolities, by a burst of contempt.
But the crowd has greedily taken up these new sophisms. Ah! for
the duped erowd, thus pitilessly deprived of the hread of the divine
Word, the soul is towched with a feeling of ineffable compassion ; it is
forced to repeat the teuching exclamation of the Saviour: Misercor
super turbam ! (2)

15. THE BTAR OF THE MAGI EXPECTED DY TNE WHOLE WOELD AT TRE
EPOCH OF THE BIRTH OF JESUS CHRIST.

The realitics of history prevail over all the paliry quibbles of the
sophists, You do not admit that a star shone over the cradle of the
Kiog of Heaven. Explain, then, how it was that the pseudo-
Messiahs who wished at that time to usurp the rdle of redecmers—
chose the hallowed name of *‘Son of the Star,” B urckochebas has
no other signification, and we know that the famous Jewish inpostor
who, under this title, organissd the last Hebrew insurrection against
Rome (135), drew all his inapirations from tho writings of the Rabbi
Alkiba. 1t was then held for certain by the Jews that a star would be
the signal of the coming of the Messiah. How often do not the
Phurizeos demand of Jesus Christ a sign in the heavens to confirm the
trath of ilis mission? [I'he Talmud of Babylon tells us that about
the epoch of the Snyiour’s birtl, © o great number of Gentiles” resortod
to Jerusalem fo wifness the rising of the Stav of Jacob (3). Thus the
expectntion nwakencd by the prophetic oraclesa-had passed beyond the
limits of Judes, and taken possession of the world, Explan why
Virgil seng, at Rome, the retarn of dséres, the celestial Virgin, pre-
cisely at the time when T%e 8tar of the evangolical text came to guide
the Mam of Bethlchem (4)? Why does the Persian book, entitled
Magie Oractes, aflivm that ** at an epoch not far distant & Virgin shall
bring forth a Iloly One, whose apparition shall be announced
by a stor ()7 Why, in fine, did the Chaldesn Sibyl,
spenking of the signs that were to precede the coming of a
purer religion, nnuounce “a contest of the stars, the triumph of o new
star, aud the fall of the Sabeism of the Magi ? (6).” The Christians
had it not in their power to influence the inspiration of Virgil, the
prejudices of the Rabbt Akiba, and of the authaors of the Talmud ;
the psuedo-Zoronster, who wrote Magic Orecles, Now, suppose that
these traditions, which sct the whole world in motion, from east to
west, in the latter doys of Herod, had not bren the eommenly received
opinion, then ths Gospel narrative loses its meaning. TLet three
strangers enter te-day into one of our Buropean Capitals, to speak wo
us of o star, appedaring in the remotest part of Asis, and announcing
the birth of an infani-king; their words will eause no sovervign to
totter on his throne; public opinion will still reranin unmoved, and
the three visionaries will go on their wuy without creating the
smaliest coramotion. There must needs have been exceptionsl circum-
stances attending the arvival of the Magi in Jerusalem, 10 agiate, as it
did, the aged Herod, the Sunhedrim, the Beribes, nnd the whele of
Jerusalem. But these exceptional circumstances, the Yva. relist does
vot explain to us. Evidently then, the Gospel was written at a
period when the recolicetion of them was still fresh in the memory of
n ecutemporary generstion. Thus, on all asides, burats forth thia
luminous authentieity cf the Evangelical text that inersdulity would
fain cover with a veil of clouds.

(1) Pie de Jesus, pag. 24i, 212,

(2 Mare, viii, 2.

(8) Taleerd Babylon, Sanhedr., cap. il This impattant passige was quoted
fur the fi it bime by D. Junu Joad Heydeck, n converted Rabbi, in hus
work entitled ; Defenct di (o Relagion chrishane, tom, 11, Mad: id, 1788,

{) Pory  Beivg., €. iv, G,
5y H. J. Schmiti, Bedemption du ge~c humain, pag 66,
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