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CATHOLIC GROWTH IN AMERICA.
¥armer Sra101ve, a Rowan Oatholic priest of Louisville, delivered a
parting lecture to his congregation, in which he indulged in the most
sanguine auticipations of the final supremacy of the Catholic religion
im this country. He admits that formerly many foreigners were lost
to the Church on coming to this country because there were not a
suflicient number of priests to look after tham, But now there ave
pixty-four dioceses in this countr , and go where you will there ia a
Ppriest, and the lectarer believes that now the great mass of Catholic
emigrants are saved to the Churel, The namber of priesta has
Qoubled in the last ten years, now reaching to 500 One-fifth of the
natives—tio wit, 8,000,080—are Roman Catholics, and they ave making
remarkable conversions. Tn Baltimore thisteen per cent. of the confir-
mationg are of converts from other sects:
Spalding clajms, is becoming Catholit faster than sy uther section,
One-third of the population of Massachusetts s Frish, and that third
hare'more children than the other two-thirde. “Tn the progrese of
time,” exclaimed the enraptured priest, “ we will have a Now Ireland
in New England ;. if we simply hold our own for o few years wo will
be & most powerful Church., Protestsntism is more & name than a
fact at present. New England was once the grest stronghold of
Protestantism, but now it has changed greatly.  Protestsntism is an
tndemocratio religion, A poor men is a3 out of Place in some of the
large churches of New York as he would be imthe palace of a king. A
poor man’s only business in some of these large Protostant Churches
of New York, built by millionaires, is to fix the gaspipes, or some-
thing like that.”—* Clevalend Herald.”

Wew Bngland, too, Father

GENERAL NEWS.
(Compiled from our exchanges.y
ExeLavp..
It is in contemplation to form a Celtic Society in Lieedw

The “Pall Mall Gazette’ cnlls Father Burke * the American
Beminican.”

Sir J. Pakington, speaking at Heroford, sid his fears, if he had
auy, for the Chureh of England, did not point to hostile attacks from
without, but to schisms from within,

In Great Britain and Ivelandithers are 488 convents, the eanctu-
aries in which 6600 dovout women. live, sanctifying themselves and
others.

We oxtract from the *“Melbourne Telegraph ° the following
interesting sersp :—Mr Thomas Carlyle has receired the Prussian order
of merit. He must be held to have deserved it. His curions white.
washing of Kiug Frederick William entitled him to some such recogni.
tion, The anecdotes of the capricious tyranny of this monarch sre
endless, and they excite but one emotion—disgust, Tle darker erimes
laid to his door one may be wilting to believe, are without foundation,
though few other people, besides Mr Carlyle,. can see their way to an
acquitial.  Our common hamenity shudders when o name ja given to
them.

One reasyn for the unpopularity of confsssion to Anglican clergy-
men is supplied by an Anglican Iady, in a letter 1o the *Church Review.’
Bhe snys:—"Mr A. would hear my confessions, where I occasionally
stay, but bis wife is jealows of his being alone with ladies in the vestry,
even though the door be ajar. Mr B, would do the sasme, but he is
afraid of the squire getting to know that such s practice goes on, My

» would attend me, but I know he would despise me for my confes-
sion and I should shrink from meeting him sfterwards. The Jast time
I went to an Anglican he told me that he would hear my confession,
but he was afraid it was very much against the bleased reformation—
whatever that might be. T fear that there is much spurious Anglican-
ism afloat, as your Jast issue denotes.®

The Home Rule London Election Coramittes has sgreed upon an
address to the Irish elcctors of ihe London Metropolitan constituen-
cies, It states: “There are ten constitwencies in this metropolis, and
they send twenty-two members to parilament, In each of these
constituencies the Irish vote mew on the register offers us o most
encouraging basis for futare operations. The tatal number of the
electoral votes of the metropolis was 268,808, and of these the ap-
prozimste estimate of the number of Insh electors was 44,000, This
shows how great a powor the Irish eletors are in the metropolis of
Englavd.  Therefore it was stated that a definize policy should be
laid out for thom, so that at the day of recksning they might know
whom to support and whom te reject.”

Chivalry in the Isle of Dogs:—J. 8, writes to a London paper 1—
Millwall was visited by twe Cathobe nune, who sclicited atms from
hiouse to house for the support of the institution to which they belong,
and althouch they met with considerable kindness from many of the
residents, they were on one part of the Isls of Dogs surrounded by a
gaug of scoundrels, who pelied them with mud and every sort of street
filth that they could pick up; indeed, one wis so badly struek with a
stone that she steggered, sick and faint, into the nearest honse for pro-
tection, I do not nud will not beliero that party fecling or religious
animosity had anything to do with this cowardly and unprovoked
outrage ; I even doubt if auy one of the wretches who fook part in 1t
eould repeat the Lord’s Prayer correct’y ; but granting this, 1t is difi-
eult to understand what could induce ruch an unwarraniable display
of brutality, except on the hypothesis of wanton ignorance, encouraged
by nou-resistance. Be this ny it may, it is sad to thisk that such an
accurrence could take place in apen day in a populous neighborhood,
These women (mavy of whom are {he daughters of noblemen) have
devoted their lives to the broadest and most practical Christianity,
They feed and maintain wore than three hondred helpless people,
without regard to their theclogical views—Catholio, Protestant, Jew or
Xofidel find them as impartial 28 the gruve, the only condition of

admission being that they are helpless and destitute.

A very simple ocourronce in Irsland is suffeient for an Englieh
journal to manufacture into s terrible agrarion ecrime. But the
horrible discovery which. has just been made in the Thames exceeds

o brutaiity and savageness anything which ever disgraced this.

apantry. The remsins of & woman, cut and hacked to pioces, have

. tioual edueation, and did not

been picked up in several parts of the river. This is & disagrecable
subject, and 1 will not dwell upon it.

English Journals on Home Rule.—The ¢ Dublin Freeman *
“ We pointed some tims since fo the altered tone in which Eunglish
journalism has begun to discuss the Home Rule movement ea an
indication of the incressing importance of that question. It is nos
twelve months since the declarations and demonstrations which
oceurred in thia country in favor of Domestic Legislation furnished
matter fur meve splenetic jocularity to the organs of opinion at the
other side of the Channel. But then the agitation has asmmed
dimensions which can no lenger be laughed at.

The Irish Vote in England.—The Frish wote in England is
uuguestionsbly one of the great political powers of the uture, and i
was only right and natural that Mr Batt and the otler speakers at the
Home Rule meeting at Newcastle-on-Tyne should urge upon the Irigh
across the Chavuel that shey ought to use their political power for the
benefit of their countrymen in the old land, There are, perhaps, in.
Eugland st the present moment a eouple of millions of Irishmen—=hat
is uL ea¥, of persons born in Ireland or descended from parents of Irish
birth.

One week the Home Rule ™ovement was, sccording to the
‘Daily Telegraph,’ confiued to professional ngitators and Feniang out
of work. The following week the same authority declares that ig
would be mere affectaticn to overlook the political importance of the-
movement, and that no English stutesman con afford to despise it,
Thisis indeed a rapid conversion. It is highly probable, if the Home
Rulers remnin true to themselves and the cause they have np to the

present gerved so well, that there will be many more notable convers
sions before long,

A auccess of the

saye s—

most unequivocal kind was wchieved at (he
Birmingham Musical Festival, when Mr Arthur Sullivan’s Oratorio,
“The Light of the World,” was prodaced for the firat time. The-
critics are in ecstasies over the wark, thau which, they assert, nothing
finer hes been produced since the memorable doy on which the
* Elijak ™ took the world by storm. Mr Sublivan who hus thus added:
to his already sbendant laurels, is a young Irishman who stands
abreast with all modern composers, and threatens to dispute the
supremicy of the giants who * controlled the Universe of Sound,” in
the days when Handel was reaping fome in Dublin, and Beethoven
was brooding over his immortal symphonies.

The ‘Tablet’ says in reviewing a work entitled: * Jesuits in
Conflict,” - "Fhe history of England, since the so-called Raformation,
has still to be_written,” ‘says the author in s preface to this book,
And why ? Beeause during the long reign of terror which tha Penat
Luama produced, no Catholic literature was possible. The oppression
of Catholics was studously hid, and the publication of their miseries
forbidden. They might euffer ; but prejadice and hatred, ignoranee
and bigoiry, rendered sympathy with thew sufferiogs a crime. Rven
we can remember when te sympathise with Pupists- was considered
disloyal and un-Christiam. 1t is not Sorty years since the whisper of
sympathy with the victime of centuries of craslty was first permitted
n English society ; nar twenty years smee intellectual equality was
conceded to Catholics by Protestants, Things are now changing,
Some Protestants have grown just, even generous; and such a work a8
thet we now notice has & ebatce of betug received with re .

On the text of t'1e supposed desire for a religious war, the ¢ Times *

writes as follows : * Fiading Italy and the old temporal power irpe-

coverable, and the kingdom so far depaited, the Court of Rome is
concentrating its powers on remewal of its old warfare agained eivil
society. Sinee all thai is settled js inimical, ov, nt least, independent,
Rome aims to break it up, to demolish it, to crush the blacks to frag--
ments, and the fragments to powder.” The mwonstrosity of the attempt
to represent the Chureh which founded civii society asits irreconcilable
706 18 only equalled by the naiveté of the supposition that now for the
first time does Catholicsmn initiste “a crusade ™ against antagonist
forms of belief or opinion,

Archbishep Manning preaching lately at B
ral, Hereford, expressed a fervent hope
which was said to be rollivg from Germany towards England, might
be stemmed in time to avers it: 111 efects upon the English people ;
unbelief hud long poseessed the minds of cortan classes in Germany.”

The Holy Futher blesses pilgrimages, and the unbelieving world:
eithior ridicules or stops tham by force,  The * Tablet* announces that
* His Grace the Archbishop of Westmunster has sanctioned and given
his approbatin to e Pilgrimage to the Holy Land whieh will take
place in Lent 1574, Mousignor Capel s, . commities composed of
the Margus of Bute and otlter gentlemen, will wake the arrangements,
The pilgrims will first go to Rome and seek the bressing of the Holy
Father, then m ke the pilgrimage of the Seven Churches, and then start g
via Brindisi, for the Holy Land.”

The Irish in England are being orgemised to influence the elections
in England favourably for Home Rule  The eifect has lately been wite
uessed af the Greenwich and Dundee electyons. At the last election in
1863 there was no talk at all of *the [rish vote * in either of these
places; now it is “ithe Irish vote™ which was specislly courted by
ihr various candidutes, and which decided the econtest in Dundes, and
defeated the ministerial Liberai in Greennich. Iy Dundes, three cane
didates took the field : My Yeaman {ex-I'rovost), Mr Jenking (author
of ¢ Ginz's Baby”), and Mr FitzJames Steplien, G, of the Anti-
Irigh * Pali Mall Gazette.” My Feamanv in addition to Homs Rule,
declared for the liberation of the poiiticul prisouers and for denomina-
ehanee to have lampooned in an English
magazine the Irish priesthood, the Catholic religzon and nationality, as
My Jenkine hed done in 8t Pauls Magusime. The ‘Nation’ and
*Weekly News’ pointed thiz out. The Lrish clectors of Dundee there-
upon declared for Mr Yeaman, and on tha day of the polling that
gentlemen wae found to have a majonty over Mr Jenkins almost
esactly equal 10 the strength of the Imal prarty of Dandee. The
Howe Rulers of Grest Britain bave been busy wih the Parlismentary
register; and it is quite evidont that if they do as well in every
borough ns they did in Greenwieh aud Dundee, they would hold i,
their hands the balanes of power,.

chuont Park Caihed-
“that the wave of unbelief



