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NEW ZEALAND TABLET.

THE PRESS, THE EX-MINISTER OF JUSTICE,
AND MR BATHGATE.
W2 have in previous issues published extracts showing the spirit of
the press regarding the action of Mr Hathgate in his dual capacity,

namely, the Hon. John Bathgate, the Minister of Justice, appointing

Mr John Bathgale, the candidate for n Government situation, to &
District Judgeship and Police Magistrate.

The * Southland Newe’ says of him :—It would take us too long
to trace the brief but brilliant career of the late Minister of Justice in
this place, but we venture to express the hope that some public
spirited bookmaker will collact the scattercd materials and throw them
inte rendable shape for the benefit of poiitical students. Such a work
would go far to prove that certain commonly veceived opinions are
valgar errors. It would show that strong convietions, high principles,
consistency, and good faith are mere obstacles to success—that nn
accommodating disposition and an imperturbable eelf-complacency are
the only requisites,

The * Southland Times® expresses its opinion in an article headed
“ Abuse of office,” of Mr Bathgate as follows ;—Mr Bathgate's appiont-
ment us Resident Magistrate for Dunedin, in succession to Mr Strode,
is certainly not in any respect matter for public congratulation, what-
ever it may be to the individual immediately concerned. There are
politicians everywhere whose sole object is a0 to shape their course as
to serve their own turn, but Mr Bathgate, upon his entrance into
political life, some three years since, was not supposed to belong to
this cluss. In the diecharge of the duty develving upon him as
Minister of Justice, by the appointment of himself, & mere orlooker is
impelled to the conclusion that Mr Bathgate hns ignored many of the
esdentiala for the appointment. We decidedly object to the retirement
of a member of the Government into a salaried office on the Civil List,
a3 well as to the principle of the appointment as highly improper,
and tending to the destruction of the spirit of independence in the
servants of the public forming part of the Ministry.

THE OTAGO PUBLIC SCHOOLS.

AT alate meeting of the Otago Education Board, the following letter
was read :—

Duanedin, 21st February, 1874.

8ik,—I am instructed by the Otago Schoolmaster's Association to
bring under the notice of the Education Board the following extract
from a leading article in the ¢ Otago Daily Times’ of the 20th inst. :—
" clerics who were full of profound interest in the morals
of Aneiteum natives and the religious convictions of the savages in the
Malay Archipelago, but did not care a job for the Walker street
brothels or the immoralities of some of our District Schools.” It 1
the opinion of the Association that this charge made in the leading
newspaper of the Province, though indirectly, and in » way so insult.
ing 0 everyone counectad with the management of the District Schoola,

is 50 gross as to demand a searching investigation as to its truth.—
I have, &o.,

. .

W. M1Lxg,
Secretary Otago Teuchers’ Association.

The Secretary Otego Education Board, Dunedin.

The Superintendent enid that the Board had cettainly nathing to
do with the clerics, but tkey had to do with the moralily of the Dis-
trict Schools. The allusion in the article in question was rather a
aweeping one.

1t was ultimately decided to refer the letter back to the Otago
Schoolmasters’ Associniion, with a recommendation that the *Times’
should be asked to {furnish more specific information.

The * Times’ of a subsequent dete had the subjoined paragraph :—

Those members of the Kducation Board who were 5o wroth with
our Leader on the District Schoola would do well to peruse carefully,
the letter pppearing in our columns to-day, on the subject. Mr Brown
puts the matter clearly aod distinctly before the puablic. He does nos
write under a nom de plume, but signs his name in full with his
address. FProbably the remark made by those of the Borrd who read
this letter will be: “ Who'd have thought it ? **

The following is the letter referred to:—

1 have on more than one occasion been inclized to make a com-
plaint in your columns, abuut the way in which the walls of my house are

defaced by pupilsattending the Middle DistrictSchool The old budding, ‘[ dered, and Dr. Johnson strangled over and over agdin, he logic an i

t line of argument was of such a nature 23 furly to nonplus his more

which I have lately pulled down, was alinost covered on both fronts
with obscene, filihy, disgusting languase and scrawls, about which 1
spoke (o the master some (ime ago, when lLe advised mo to get 1he
names of the boys who did 1t; buat the difficulty is to bring the offence
home to any of them, us there are genernlly a number of them to-
gether, and all deny it, of coursa,

I have now to complain of the same filthy practice on the walls
of the new building, which I havelately erected, and which are alrendy
disfignred in eeveral places ; and t) warn both parents and boys that
8 etrict watclh will be kept . future, and the offenders, whoever they
mie, banded over to the police. I am not the only one who lias to
complauin of the same abominable practice; and I do think that a
little more careful surveillance over the habits of the boys, boih by
pareuts and schoolmasters, would help to put & stop to it, I am, &e.,
. M. Broww, Salutation Hotel, Rattray Street.

THE MURDERER SULLIVAN,
Tur Tumangs * Times," cinticiaing the action of the Colonial Exceutive,
in regard to the murderer Bullivau, observes :—* California is to receive
from Now Zealand—as o complimentary State offering, we prestme,
to commemorate the rc-organisation of the postal service-—an wnmity
gated scoundrel, who deserved death moro richly even than lis
villainous companions. Surely it eanunot be! but if true, then have
the Government of New Zealand been guilty of a cowardly and das-
tardly act towarde California, which, depend upun it, will” some day
be bitterly avenged. Sullivan is too vile a criminal to be at large on '

our own shores, and so, forsvoth, Le is shipped away to San Francisco! I

We would suggest that the Agent-Greneral be iustructe ! to advertise
ghis worthy action in the pruviucisl papers at home.

| tribute to Buacchus,

class of unfortunates wlose cases were held to bo hopcless.

the oatside of which a mound had been raised to cnable visitor
others to see and converse with the putients without being compelled
to mix with them. Na sooncr had we made our appearance than we
3r Vogel, too, | beeame the ceutre of attraction to the unhappy inmates, cach ons re-

might make capital out of it for his pamphlet on_ immigration.
* Every inducement offered to crime.’ ‘Murders speedily adjusted.

' Whatever ye would that man should do to you, do ye also unto
them ;' but our authorities are certainly not acting upon the principle.”

The Tuarsngs * Times’ conciudes :—" The real responsibility and
odium rests with his (the Gtovornor's) Executive, and unto the mem-
bers of the Cabiuet, therefore, may the disgrace and blame be fuirly
attached.”

A correspondent of the *Lytteiton Times® writes: —" A long
retrospect over the clouded aspect of Australian felony fails to detect
anything like the cold, deliberate, blood-letting, which gilds the mur-
derers on the West Coast of this Island. 'Fhey stand gper s¢ exemplars
of what man may become, and in comparison with these the savage,
go called, i3 a porfect man. It seems, however, good to our present
governors to send one whe, if the voice of the mejority is of value,
was the chief miscreant, a wad dog, adrift—no, not adrift: they send
him to n friendly shore iuhabited by people with whom we hope to
have the best relations. No wonder that the good peopls of Otsgo
telegraphed that such & cargo was mnder way, and less wouder that
the captein of the Mikado refused such a freight. It is for us to
surmise what our ultimate fate will be, under a Government eapable
of committing euch a deliberate crime.”

A Thames puper remarks :—*Et is to be hoped that we have heard
the last of Sullivan for a time, but there is no certainty about it.
Some people say that the report published yesterday to the effect that -
Sullivan had been eent back to Dunedin, is only a blind, and that the
Gorvernment intention of shipping him to some foreign port will be
carried out as soon as public exeitement has subsided. A eorrespond-
ent writing to the Auckland Btar suggested that Sullivan’s presence
in town offored u fine opportunity for the exercise of practical Chris-
tianity, and that some minister should take the ex-convict by the hand.
The Editor of the “Star’ suggests his being taken by the neck.”

A private telegram from Auckland states that *the notorious Sul-
livan still remains in this place in charge of Sergeant Watson. He
has most urgently requested to be sent back to Dunedin gaal, there to
end the remainder of his days,”

A subsequent private telegram from Auckland says :—* The Gen-
eral Government has resolved to detsin the notorions Sullivan in
Auckland for the present. Sergeant Watson leaves Auckland on
Mounday first, per Turanaki.- Suollivan continues to be very insubordin-
ate to the authorities.”

CORRESPONDENCE.
TO THE EDITOR.
818, —The simple thing to do for carrying on our Catholic schools ia
tax ourselves as others do. The English are not so Prussified or
Bismarck-ridden as to insist on us Cutholics paying rates for schools,
under ban of the Church, when they see us burdening ourselves for
the maintenance of our own seminaries, They profess being admirers
of fuir-play ; they must, then, condemn a man's being double weighted
with his own and hie neighbour's burden, The Catholics of New
Zealand should organise at the various centres of population unions,
committees and oflicers for the purpose of collecting funds, to be de-
posited with tke Bishops, so s to enable their Lordships to erect and
maintuin schools wherever they see proper. Of course every Catholic
in Maocrilund sbould go to gaol rather than pay the Government im-
position.-—I am, &c, D. M. CanExox,
Riverton.

BRANDOM NOTES.
* A ohiel’s amaug ye takin’ notes,
And faith he'll print 'em, ™

THERY is a fund of humour in your Irishman that nothing can stamp
out ; adversity sannot erush it, nor misfortune overcomo it, and under
all circuwmstances, and ub all times—unconsciously, it may ba—will it
float to the surtace. I remember some few months since seeing the
prospect of as pretty a fight as ever gladdened the heart of a Donny-
brookiar, spoiled by this under-current making itself visible at the
wrong time. A countrymonn of mive, but one who had evidently ar-
rived at maturity before the enactiient of compulsory education, was
holding forth successfully against the denominational system of eduea-
tion. I say suecessfully, for though Lindlsy Murray had been mur-

matter-of-fact alversary.  The arguinzats on buth sides, if not con-
vinclng, were ducidedly forcible, and the probability was mamentarly
increacing of there beinga “ striki g illustration ” udeompanying them.
The potot under diseussion was t ¢ compensation to be awarded to
tenchers, which Pat either could not or would not understand ; and
vainly did liis opponent strive to nrake him ecompreliend that paymant
waa by results, The battle raged fiercely, and opinions move candid
than complimentary wero interchanged; but just as the sccommedate
ing host was about to clear the decks fur action, u change cawe over
the complexion of affuizs, wnd one tor which Pat alone waa account.
able. 1Lis fuce, which a moment before had beeu the perfect index of the
possion by wlich he bad been swayed, suddenly underwent a change,
and, with n smule and @ wink which conveyed a world of meaninge, he
suid : * Oh, begoura, I see now what your driving at ; you mane that
they'll be puid according to their usefularity " I'his was too mich ;
and the hearty burst of laughter which greeted the bivth of this
slrzager was taken by Put as o concession that he had floored his au-
tagoulst—as, indeed, he somplotely had—and the contending purties
called tho * usefularity ” of the landlord into requisition by paying

Not long since, in company with a brother scvibe, I paid a visit 3
u Lunatic Asylum, and in course of inspection was brought to that
Thes
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were in the exercise yard, which was surroundel by a high wa



