
At the recentLiterary Fund dinner in London,-Mr Tom Taylor,
thedramatist, said that during his twenty-two years of official life,hisliterary work was chiefly done in "the invaluable threehours beforebreakfast." To this we mny add that George Eliott's favorite timefo» compositionis from six in fiemorning till nine;andMr Anthony
Trollope"breaks theback of the day," as Sir Walter Scott has it,byimproving the same shining hours.

warningalone determined him to return toNazareth. And thesasredhistorian notes thisincident, as acircumstance providentally arrangedtt°
O
allh«man Probabilities:Vt adJpleretur £& SK&per prepfutas:QuonamNazareus vocabitur. (Matth. ii. 23)
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THEAUCKLAND 'DAILY SOUTHERN CROSS'ONTHEOTAGO PRESBYTERIANS;OR "UNCO GUID."
xbxs journal takes your Presbyterian friends somewhat severely to
«'
aB«,V-i°f i?r6B.i?r68.Ting *° P^ecate a "Kirk minister" for allegedSpiritualism '

or what Catholics would «all "dealing* with the■JiTa a T° t?""o**0** as unjustifiable their attempts to interferewithSunday travellingby rail. In the course of his remarks he sayssamerather queer thmgs, looked at from aProtestant orthodoxpointot view. He would leadone to infer that his Christianity recognisedno mysteries, but was a system of pure Rationalism, or a sort ofJJwemasons religion. He seems indignant at the verynotionof anyecclesiasticalauthority interfering tosecure purity of doctrine,or thedue observanceof the Sunday. Of the admission by the Ota^oPres-bytery that " vitalreligion"among the Otag* members of the Kirk isat a verylow figure, the
"

Cross *
makes the most. But really itwas verycandid in «he Presbytery to tell the Colony that,howeverlittle it redounded to the credit of their people. Ithink BishorCroke saidsomething not unlike this lately aboat his flock. Theirtaith generally was strorg; but their practice in many cases veryweak. Many ofthem hadbut little of what the Otago Presbyterycall "vital religion. This is a common failing with the classes ofChristians inthese days. ProtestantsandCatholics mutually encourage

each other m religious indifference and loose morals. Thanks to thetreedom of the
" information," and to Martin Luther, ofblessedmemory. The matter of Sunday travelling and Sunday trading isadimcult subject. Under certain circumstances, and toa limited ex-tent, they maybe permissible, but surely there ought to be some res-trictions or limit imposed by law. The Christian Sunday thePresbv-terjans, with some other classes, would wish to see observed withallthe Mosaic rigor of the Jewish Sabbath. This, of course, is out ofthe question. Yet surely there is some just medium between that andtlie unlimited desecrationofthe day by working, travelling, and trad-

ing, lor ifitbe innocent to travel it must be innocent to work buyandsell— m a quiet way-onSunday. Works of necessity and mercyare allowable onSunday, and if to run the railway trains on that daybe a work ofnecessity or mercy noone wouldobject. But is it a workeither of necessity or mercy inreality ? Is it? The Presbytery tellus ineffect that their people pay but little regard to the sanctity ofthe Sunday evennow, and that they will, it is fearedpay still less— inother words,none at all— ifthey have everySunday an opportunity oftaking a railway excursion— riding, perhaps, too oftenon a
"spree'"—or other objectionable enjoyment. We cannot blame thePresbyteryaltogether for their fears. The''Cross' says—

"
Then why don't theministers make their 'sermons

'
more attractive and edifying so as tomake the peopleprefer them to a railway trip ?" Verygoodfrom anationalist pointof view this reasoning.

RAPID CATHOLIC GROWTH IN AMERICA.
WE are always beingtold by such writers as theDunedin 'Star

'
thatthe Catholic religion is not fitted for a fres and educatedpeople,butonly tor the ignorant and enslaved, the unreflecting and the priest-

ridden. To such writers let me submit the annexed extract from aa
American Protestantpaper:—" Ouly think, thirteenper cent, of theConfirmationsinBaltimoreconverts from other seels, andNew Eng-land becoming Catholic faster than any other part of America." Howtheghosts of the

"
Pilgrim Fathers"must be troubled if they ever re-

visit New England and see such things. The German persecution
must have given a considerable impetus to tho Catholic eauee inAmerica as it has done in England. Bismarck is proving a reilbene-factor^ to the Catholic Church in more waysthan one. The Dunedin.'
Star

'
may prove the same in a small way if he only persevere in his

attempt to
"

run down
"

the Church, and to provehow to be oppn3ed
or indifferent to the education of the people. With reference to theremark about tho one-third of theIrish in New England having morechildren than the other two thirds vvlu urenot Irioh,HepworthDixon,inhis work 'New America,' makes a similar remark, andhe hints atanexplanation—" That the New England.'? American wive? don'twish to become mothers; too much bother." For the credit of the
sexitis tobe hoped this is not the real cause, and thatHepworthDixon has been mislel. Iwonder if the Dunediu 'Star

'
and Itis

party fear that the
"

Anglo Saxon
"

will become less energetic, l«s«devotedto the pursuitsof literature, science,andcommerce, by becom-ing Catholics ;or, ia other words,by returning to the faithof Alfredthe Great. What other sovereign who ever ruled ia England has
come up to him in wisdom or in virtue? He alone, of all thesovereigns in Englund since the days of Hengist and Horsa down tothe reign of Queen Victoria,has earned the title of " Great," andhe
was a Catholic, and the founder oi Oxford University. The Saxonand Plantagcuct sovereigns of England, all Catholics, were the real
founders am! architects of that noble temple of freedom, tho BritishConstitution, and secured to the people those rights which the firstProtestant sovereigndid somuch to destroy.

HISTORY OF OUR SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST.By the Abb6J. E.Dakbas.
(Translated from theFrench for the NewZealandTablet.)

12. THE GOSPEL NAHBATIVE, A MIBACLE OF AUTHENTICITY. ATTJBN-
DANTS OF THEINFANT GOD IN THE TEMPLE OP JEBTTSALEIC.

THTTS, forty days after thebirth of a son in Israel, the purification ofthe mother was accomplished by aholocaustanda sin offering Theinheritor of the royal house ofDavid, the Immaculate Virgin,blessedamong all women, bearing in her arms theLamb of Grod, who was toefface the sins of the world, found herself too poor tjprovidea lambfor theoffering in the Temple. Her offering was thatof the indigent;two turtle dovesor two young pigeons, presented to the priest,whoseday it was toperform the function of sacrificer, were substituted forthe richofferingmade by the womenof Israel. Divine poverty, andtouching emblem of thepurityofMary,characterizedby theinnocenceof the dove! The priest, descendant ofAaron, prayed for the mothercf the Sonof God;and the legal purification wasaccomplished in thejftfenn of the Virgin without spot. This, however, wasbut one of theobligations imposed on Mary. The Divinechild was a first-born;asMich, he belonne1 to theLord, and was therefore tobe redeemedat aprice. Itis for this reason that the Evangelist adds that the child
w*s to be presented in the temple. We have already dwelt at lengthon this condi'ion of primogeniture inIsrael. Here again, this coifor-mityofSt. Luke's narrative with the observances prescribed by thelaw isstriking. Let them say,if they will, ar d as often as they will,
that an apocryphal writer has invented all these narratives in after-times-thata falsifier lias been able to measure his words to the per-fect artlessnes* of trutn,so thatnot one of them should bo either outofplace, or bet-ide the question! Rationalism would thus suppose amiracle, more surprising than those of the Gospel whichit rejects.Well, then! "Yes;themiraculous pervades this entire history andif it were otherwise, the world would be still pagan. What forms arethese we see— in the age of Augustus, at a time when the world wasrushing headlong into voluptuousness,sinkingitself intoEpicureanism
gorging itself with luxury and blood? What forms meet our gaze inthepersons of the just Simeon,"awaiting the consolationpromised toIsrael, andof Anna theprophetess, wearing outan entire lifetime inprayerand fasting »in the Temple! Where, then,had true greatnessnobility of soul, piety and virtue, taken refuge ? Ask the poets thehistoiians, the orators, the philosophers of Eome, if they wereacquainted with these great things, eveninname? Fasting— to thoserefined wits who went to enrol themselves with so much ease amon"the disciplesof Epicurus! Piayer— to those slaves of the inflexiblefatum (fate)1 Truly, agreatdeal theyminded these thingsat theban-
quets of Apicius, and beneath the perfumed velumof the circus, wherethe Gladiators assassinated each other with studied grace. Who does
not see that to prodigies of corruption it is necessary to oppose proJi-gies ofsanctity, that the increiib'e perversity of Paganism could only
be vanquishedby the divinity ofthe Gospefmiracle;in fine, that theOnly cortege wov'.hyofthe Word made flesh, the only court befittingthepresence of the God of all purity, was found in the Temple ofJerusalem, where Iho traditions of tho patriarchs, of the just, of theprophets, werepersonified in such representatives?

§ ni. TnEMagi. Flight into Egypt.
18. Adqraton of the Magi.— Depasture of the Holy Family

fob Egypt.
"When Jesus therefore was born in Bethlehem, of Juda,in the

days of King Herod, behold there came wise men from the East toJerusalem, saying:Where is he that is bornKingof the Jews? Forwehave seen his star in the East, and are come to adorehim King
Herodhearing this was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him Andassembling togetherall the chief priestsand the Scribesofthe people
Me inquiredof them where Christ should hiborn. But they said tohim:InBethlehem, of Juda. For bo it is written by theProphet "" And thou Bethlehem, the landof Juda, art not the least amongthe
princes ofJuda;for out) of thee shall come the captain that shall rulemy peopleIsrael

"
(1). Then Herod, privately calling the wise menlearned diligently of them the time of the star which appearedto them'and sending them into Bethlehem, said:Go and diligently inquire

after the child, and whenyouhave found him, brin<* me word againthatIalso may come and adore him. Who having heard the King
went their way;and beholdthe star which they had seenin the Eastwentbefore them,until it came and stood over where the child was.And seeing the star they rejoiced with exceeding great joy. Andentering into thehouse, they found the child with Mary,his Motherasd, falling down, they adored him;andopening their treasures, theyhim gifts— gold, irankincanse and myrrh. And having re-ceivedananswer in sleep that they should not return to Herod"they
went back another way into their owncountry. And after they weredeparted,behold an angelof the Lord appeared in sleep to Joseph
Baying:Arise, and take the child and his mother and fly into EWptIandbe thereuntil Ishall tell thee. For it will como to pass thatHerod will seek the child todestroy him. And rising up,Joseph tookthe child andhis mother by night and retired iatoEgypt." (3)

(1)MioK,v 2. (2) Matth. n,1-14. The Adoration of the Magididnotpiecede the purification. Immediately after the departuio of theillustrious stranger?, the Holy Family,on the same night,setout forEgypt, buch readers as. would desire to study tins questionof Evan-gelical Chronology fully,will fiud all the elements collected byR PPapebrock fActuSanto, j aaa 11. P. Patrizizi (De Evangel., lib iiiyItvgenerallybelieved tiiat the adoration of the Magididnot takeplacetil a year after the birthof Josus Cfcrist;this i% theopinionoftheBollandmts. As to the sojourn of the Ho3yFamily atBethfehem, duringso longaspace of ti.ue, there is nothing surprisingm this,if we takeintoaccount all the statements furnished by the f. i<-ed text lßtl8t TheGospel tells us that the Holy Virgin dwelt i» >� .vth before herespousal (Imo.i.fe7); but it does not in the least,interthat StTJosephfixed his abode there, 2nd. Par from attributing this residence,eve"premeditated, to at.Joseph,beforethe time whenheleceived thesublimemisaion of guardian to the Immaculate Mary and foster fatherof Jeiu.the Gospel supposes piecisely thecoutju.ry. Ineffect, when,wanted bythe \ngel,theHolyFamily quits Egypt to return into Palestine it isnot to Galhlee, where Nazareth was situated, that Josei h thinks ofreturning,but to the tribe ofJuda, wherewas situated Bethlehum Th«fearolAichelaus, sonof Herod, who was reigning inJudea, and adivine

Irishand Catholic interests havehad for some time pasta faithfulrepresentativeand spirited defender in 'CatholicOpinion,' a small but
efficiently worked weekly jour-noIpublishedinLondon. We now learnthat ithas changed proprietors,and will henceforth be issued everyWednesday fromthe office of the " Tablet.' We canonly hope that the
change willnot involve the destruction of those strongLish andna-
tional sympathieswhich hitherto characterised

'
CatholicOpinion.' But

the point we Wke tobe extremelydoubtful.
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