
Itis difficult to understand what satisfaction can be derivedby
any class of journalists from the fact that aUrge number ofIrishmen
languish in English prisons for having participatedina political move-
meat onbehalfoftheir country. Yetsuch is the case,and those who
take delight in the circumstance lose no opportunity of manifesting
their feelings and assisting in rivettingmore securely and firmly the
fetters by which those unfortunate men, the political prisoners, are
heldinbondage.

Irish Lace for Russia
—

One of the "principal branches of Irish
industryhas again been favored with royalpatronage,and'it'is gratify-
ing to find that notwithstanding 'the unlimited 'resources possessedby
Brussels and other Continental cities, we are able to producein this
country an article whichrivals the finest of foreign productions— we
refer toIrishpoint lace, now so well known. Messrs. James Forrest
and Sons havehad thehonorofexecutinganorder from HisRoyalHigh-
ness, the Duke of Edinburgh. Irish lace will now be seen in the
Russian capital,and wehope that ladies of the Court ofSt. Petersburg
will be induced toorder their traintrimmings from Ireland.

Likethe Marchioness ofQ.ueensbury the Baroness Burdett Coutte
has extendeda helping hand to thepoor peopleof Ireland Tho first-
named ladysent £20 towards themovement for obtaining HomeRule,
thelast-named ladyhas sent the sumof £200 for the fund forproviding
better boats and fishing gear for the distressed fishermen of theBaffin
and Shark Islands,in county Galway;andalso £50 towards the fund
"r.quired todefray a portionof the expenses of building a boat-slip on
Shurk andapier onBaffinIsland.

On the occasion of the dedication of the Catholic Cathedral in
Armagh, on the 24th of August,Mr P. M.Haverty, the New York
publisher,was a collector. In the accounts of the ceremony publisned
insomenewspapers it was said that a gentlemanhailing from America
decamped with £t6O of the collection. Holding that this could only
refer to himself, Mr Haverty has taken actions against tho
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andother papers to recover damagesfor libel.

Longevity is not uncommonatLimerick,if we may judge from
the fact that the four persons who died and wereburied there in oneweek, divided among them 376 years of existence,being an averageof
94 years a-piece. The eldest veteranhadreached theage of105, while
themost juvenile was midway between80 and90.

Ina latenumber of thenew magazine, called "Catholic Ireland,"
there is a remarkable article, entitled "Some results of the Irish
Exodus," in which thestatistical and politico-economical consequences
of the national education arebroadly set forth. The writer says that,
driving recently through Meath, with a landed proprietor of that
county, that gentleman expressedhimself in melancholy terms regard-
ing the depopulationof that rich and fertile district ofIreland,which
wus,he declared, fast degenerating into a solitude, and becoming, in
fact, apractical realisation of that time predicted by Lord Carlisle,
whenIreland should be the " fruitful mother of flocks and herds."
The writer's friend condemued the system of pasturage, whichhad
almost supersededagriculture throughout the county,contending that
the former pursuit encouraged idlenesß and drinking, insomuch that
those whose lands were all under grass hadrarely any other employ-
ment for their time than limiting and attending fairs, the latter
practicebeing "

about as straight a road to intemperance as amanca»
take."

Inthe article cited in the foregoing paragraph,EdmundSpenser's
dictum is quoted in support of the argument. The poet, writing in
Elizabeth'stime, in his "Views of the State of Ireland," earnestly
recommends that the people be compelled to till the land. He, too,
it seems recognised the tendency of grazing pursuits to beget idlehabits, and with them all the evils of their train. '* Cattlekeepiug isa
fit nursery for a thief," said the author of the

"Fairy Queen," a
dictum which would rather startle the respectable and by no means
indolent etook-breeders anddealers of our day. The present writer's
friend further argued that pasturage as compared with tillage returned
much inferior profits. The profits of five agricultural counties in
Ireland were found tobe £6 l©s per acre, as against £4 the acre cal-
culated to be the return from five grazing oouubies. It is estimated,
in this article, that the item ofloss, perheart by emigration,is correctly
representedat £10, which wouldgive a total of £800,000 on 80,000,
the numberofemigrants in 1872

Last week we gavea descriptionof themonster meeting in Dec.
last, at Philsborough, (Dublin) the last of the series of amnesty meet-
ings began in December last. The following is a compact and forcible
deacriptiouof the first meeting of the series, that at Clontaif :— "Itis
difficult accurately to estimate the numbers who took part in this
marvello.is demonstration. In the field in which this meeting was
actually held—

afield of moro thansix aorcs crowded to excess
— there

were certainly,on a moderate calculation,not less than 60,000persons.
But thepersons who stoodat any one time in that field didnot con-
stitute one-third of those who re illy formed the mighty gathering of
human beings v, ho thronged not only that field and the avenue*
leading to it, but all (he road from the Custom House to St. Anrie's

—
a distanceof more than three miles. When the chairman was voted
to the chair, those on the platformcould see thebanners of thucoming
bodies and the long lineoi dense masses of men defiling more thana
mile awa) from the shore. When ahe meeting was going on some of
the latest arrivals weremakingtheir way into the field to replace the
crowds whom tho intense pressure was driving out. On the lowest
computution no less than 200,000persons made their pilgrimage to the
"e^ot whereBrian Boru fell inglorious victory to testify their devotion
to tlie sacred c iuso of freedom and fatherland in. which the glorious
oilMonarchdied."

Weeding out Irishmen."
—

Mr Andrews, the Secretary of the
Waterford and Limerick Railway, has been summoned before the
Limerick magistrates, to shew cause why he shouldnot be ordered to
give a wrilten character to an engine driver whohas recently been
dismissed from the employment of tho company,in pursuance of a
determination to reduce the staff. Mr Andrews did notattend,but
his solicitor explained that th » practice since he has hadcharge ofthe
line hasbeeu not to give characters to servants leaving the emplqy-
me its but tepermit a reference,and it was submitted that the naagis-
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theProvincialCouncilmeets in April. The present Superintendent
is a wise andjust man, and looks at the education questionboth from
a religious and secular point of view. He commands the confidence
of all parties, and most probably his educational policy will be a
uiodel,from which other provinceswill copy. Heknows the Catho-
lics to a.manarehia friends;'but he'knowsalso that'he has other and
'many influentialfriends who are not Catholics, and hemay do justice
to them all. In the meantime let all the Catholics in the Colony
immediately combine politically, not for the purpose of attacking
others, but cf defending themselves. 'Let us concert measures of
common defence;have li3ts of every manqualified to vote and see
that they are all on 'the register, a-id know how to act in concert
with theirco-religionists. We ought tohaveonegeneralor "Colonial
Register," that we may know our strength.thoroughly, and where it
ties. Let U3 in fact have a "Defence Association," and God will
providea leader in due time, Protestantor Catholic. Without a good
andhonest leader we shall, however numerous or zealous,be helpless
or worse— run in each others way and mar success. A. Protestant
'leader mightbe moreefficient thana Catholic one, for weshould wanthim todo nothingpolitically that an honest man of any creed could
not consistentlydo. The Canterbury Catholics deserve well of their
co-religionists throughout the colony for the spirited way in which
they are acting in self-defence. It is to be hoped they will find
imitators in other provinces,now that they have led the way. Our
opponentswould then discover that we are not so tameandspiritless
as they fancy we are -from our long apathy. lampersuadedthat the
strength of the papacy— its legitimatepower andinfluence

—
lies more

intheBritish dominions at thepresent time than in any other part of■Christendom,even in France. The Catholic spirit has never ceased
toanimate the Irish people. If that spiritduring thepast three cen-turies has been in a state >of suspended animation in England andScotland,ithas not beendead, and the hourof its resurrection thereis visibly drawingnear. The Catholic subjects of the British Crown
havenow a great and■momi-ntouspart to play, and we inNew Zealandconstitutean integralpmt, andnounimportant partofHer Majesty's
Catholic subjects throughout, the British empire. England is stillthe mistressof the ocean, and, saving Bismarck'spresence, is still firstamong the mighty powers of the world. She owesthis proudsupre-macyin part, andin no srrall part, to the loyalty and courageof the-Catholic people of Ireland, and who assist to man her fleets and
armies. IfthePopenow recoverhis rightsindirectly through thepowerofEngland, it wouldnot be the first time hehas done so inthe last cen-
tury. Wellington andNelson,nameswhich forall time will beassociated"with the supremacy of Ergland by land and sea,were the friends ofthe papacy— for political lensons— however hostile they were to theCatholic religion. The venerable chief of aProtestantpartyin France,M. Guizot,has also shown his sympathy with the Papal cause bywriting inthe Pope's defence. He regards it as quite of as much im-portance to Prote-tants us to Catholics, and states that the Popeshould be protected from his enemies and maintained in thepossessionof whathe ofright held and received from his predecessors. Destroyor evenweaken, or paralyse the Pope'sauthority, and youundermine,M. Guizot maintains, all constituted authority in every country,"CatholicorProtestant, and pave the way for the reign of a generalanarchy andbrute force. He wrote this15yere ago,aud reeent,events
have confirmedand are still confirming his words. Beside? this, isitnot clear that where the influence of the Popeor the Catholic Cbaich
is .weak or destroyed,many are given up to a sphitof themost selfish
greed;their conscience is seared, and .they stick at no means to filltheir own purse— no matter who may suffer. Is not this the causeofthose "stiikos" among our workmen, in which bothmaster andmen
strive to over-reachor get the better of each other, both parties bein*guided solely by what has been called thepeculiarity of our age,

"
awell regulated selfishness?" We have seen the beginning, not theend, of these strikes. Woiking men know their power now,and areconvinced that in unity is strength— in unity andorganization. Pity

vCatholics don'tkuow tho same.
Laic,

GENERAL NEWS.
(Compiled from our exchangee.)

leeiand.TflE "melancholy tatk of ruling Ireland
"

.-—The '
Times

'
is notusually regarded as a propagator of sedition .or treasonin Irelandamong Irishmen, and yet it sometimes, without knowing it, gives aid,hope, andcounsel to Irish nationalists, or

" irreconcilable," asitpro-fers to call them. Reviewing aportion of the WellingtonDespatches[which appeared some time ago in our columns], relating to"CatholicEmancipation, it points out, without meaning to do so, to Irishrationalists what to do and what toavoid. Itshows that the successofthe leaders of the Cathoiic Association, in procuring the emancipa-tion of their co-religionists, was owing to the fact that their organisa-tion was soperfect as to compel the minstry of the day to grant alltheirdemands fioni \ery fear of it, andit in effect tells the chiefs oftheHome Rule organisation of tho present day thatuntii they can do
the seme they can never hope to achievetheir end. The teachingotthe 'Times' is literally thatEngland will never give to Ireland any-thing that she is not compelled to give, or fears to withhold.

We eincerly regret to chronicle the decease of Lord Annaly, whodied at the ripeage of eighty-four yeins. Judged by his own times—tho Ireland of forty or fifty years ago— lie was aman worthy ofhonor,
respect, and acclaim, as one who,ni the public life of his era, bore acourageous,i.n upiight, aud an honorable part. His name will bofor ever associated with the gigantic struggle for Catholic Emancipa-tion, tj the parliamentary contests iv which he freely dovotoJ aprincely fortune.

The Homo Kule movement is now making rapid strides. The
Clergy are joining it m groat number?. Those in the deanery ofBallinrobe, in conference assembled, have unanimously resolved toenrol theirnnmes as members of tho association, and the clergy of thodeanery of Mill S p.et, Kerry, have followedtheir example.
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