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Saturday, February 21, 1874.T

NEW ZEALAND TABLET.

9:

Mougol uro the New York, London, and China Steam Company. She
wag s_pecmll;_ built to carry tea betweer China snd New York, and is
the sister-ship to the Tartar, lately arvived on a similar mission at
Melbourne, and belongs to the same owners.

THE TOKOMAIRIRO GRAMMAR SCHOOL ENQUIRY.
WE have received the offieial report of this enquiry. We nbstain, at
Jeast for the present, from moking any remarks thereon, thinking it
enough to publish the evidence of the late hend master, Mr David
Ross. No remarks of ours could damage the system more than his
evidence :— ;

Mr Ross, having been sworn, ssid: Iam Liead master of the
Grammar School, at Tokomairire, Michael Curran was at my school
during the third and fourth quarters of 1872, from sbout July to
Christmas. 1 do not remember particnlarly the boy Michoel coming
to the school. I do not remember his coming to the school, but 1
think Michael Curran’s futhier met me somewhere and asked me about
the fecs. I canuot state positively what class Michael Qurran wos put
into when he first eame to the school, but T know that during the Inst
quarter he was at the school he was in the Junior Reader clase, which
is taught by Mr M:Intyre. I tanght this class, along with the other
lasses their seniors, the Bible lesson each day, from half-paat nine to
ten o'clock. I noticed Michael Curran in the clasa when I gave it the
Bible lessons in the mornings. The Bible lesson consists of sometimes
my reading a_portion of the Bible, and sometimes the pupils reading
a portion of the Bible, including boys and girls ; sometimes a chapter
of the Bible is given out, and the scholars aro questioned ou if, wtt_.h-
out reading ; and sometimes sacred geography is_taught, which ia-
eludes that of the ©1d and New estament. 1 sometimes nsked
Michael Curran an historical or geographical quostion, but he was so
backward that I hardly or ever got an answer. 1 do not remember
any one single instance in which Michael Curran read the Bible in the
clase. This was partly because ho was &0 backward in his reading,
and partly because I did not inow whether he was o Catholic or not.
T pever remember asking Michael Curran to read the Bible in the
olass. The Bible elass wlich I have been describing is held in Mr
MIntyre’s room, becouse it is a larger roow than my ¢lass room. On
ane or two oceasions 1 remember Mr MIntyre asking me to como and
see if I thought that Michael Curran and another boy were eapable of
oconlinuing ip his.class. F am in the habit of inflicting corporal punish-
ment upon the pupils when necessary, administered with a strap or
eane, generally upon the hands or ncross the fingers or legs, but I
never rememmber a single instanes when I flogged = pupil across the
back. I mever remember puuishing the boy Curran, but I eannof
swear positively that T never did. T swear positively I never punished
the boy Curran in eonncction with the Bible cinss. I iean that 1
never punished Ourran for his lessons or exercises in the Bible class.
1 positively swear I never punished Michsel Curran for not being in
time for the Bible class. I do not remember that I ever punished
Curron for not being at school before ten o'clock. I connot positively
swear that I did not. I did not know at the time that the boy was a
(atholie, but T suspected that he was a Catholie, and that ia the rea-
son why I did rot punish him if he did nob come to the school before
ton o'clock, T cannot remember Michael Curran being absent from
{he Bible class, but he may have been absent without my remember-
ing. I dc not remember oy particular case in which the boy Curran
wos nbsent from the Bible class, It is possible that I might have
puuished Curran for sowme misdemeanour committed in sehool during
the day. Every teacher punishes the pupils in his owa class. T do
pot remember ever Laving puntshed Carran fer any reason, It was
shortly after Curran was put into the Junior Reader that Mr M'Tatyre
called e to see whether he should be put back. I do not remember
whether Curran was at the Bible class during the first quarter e was
at sehool. Neithor Curran’s father or mother ever told me that
Aichael was a Roman Catholic. I asked some parties in connecction
with the school what religion Curran was of. I wish to correct this
statement : 1 do not confine it to purties in conuection with the school;
1 may bave ashed some one clse. My fiest idea was that Michael
Curran might belong to the Clurel of England ; upon further inguiry
some persons told me they thought he was o Roman Catholic. This
was somo short fime aff v Cueran came to the school. I do ot re-
member ever agking any Roman Catlolie if Curran was e Catholic. T
did not consider 1t 885 a part of my duty to nsk Curran's father or
any of his family whethor Michael wos 2 Rowman Catholic. T never
ashed Michael Curran if he was 4 Roman Catholic ; T did not eonsider
it as o part of my duty to ngk him either publicly or privately what
bis religion was. I did not think it was a parl of my duty to ask him
whether e was 2 lloman Catholie, or of any other religion. I received
instructions from the Board of Edueation with reference to the Bible
iesson ant religious instruction in school, which I produce. T put up
a notice in the school when I received the instructions. Tat the same
timo reeeived the same instructions from the Schoul Committee on the
same subject. Ihose iustructions contained directions to placard
publicly 1 all the rooms in the school the time of Bible ov religious
tuition, I was also instracted to make publio to the chiidren vhe hour
of Bible instruction, and is being optionel for the pupils to attend at
that time. 1 was nlso instructed to diseontinue the use of the Shorter
Catechism in the school. 1 do nof remember suything else particu-
lary ¢ontained in the instructions. As far 23 I recollect I reccived the
instruetions sbout May 1872 I remember receiving a circular some
two years ago containiug questions to be answered, but do not remem-
ber their naturz, nor the unswers that I returned to them. I may
have returned tis answer appearing under my name, to question No.
3 of queetions forwarded to schoolmasters by the Select Commirtee of
Provincinl Council, as appearing m Appendiz to Votes and Proveed-
ings, Ses. XX1X, 1871, pp. 81 and 83, and am willing to accept the
responsibility of it. I have sctel upon it since I gave the answer re-
forred lo. After I veceived the instructions from the Edueation
Board I stopped teaching the Bhorter Catechism. I stated gemerally
te the school, if your parents object to your attending the Bible class I
do not fo1ce it, only bring me a note from them to that effect and you
will be exempt, Besides, those whom I knew to be Catholics I took

privately aside and told them that if their parents or guardiens did no t
wish $hem to attend at the Bible class, that I did not. I remember
aspecially speaking to Michacl Curran. 1 said does your father know
Fyou ‘nttend 'the Bible class here P 8o far as I remember his answer
wud, “ I don't know—1I think se.” T then said to him, will you tell
your futher from e, if he wishes you to attend, I dare not ohject ;
bat if e does not, I do not ask you. The notices wore up ou the walls

ot this time. There is mot the smallest foundation for the statement
reported by Mrs M Farlane to have been wade to her by Minnie
Ourran; it is a fabrication from beginning to end. Curran's father
met me in the sfreet with another party, and ssked me if T had heard
the report mbout his son having been beaten. I gaid I had; snd T’
now understend his son to be the boy in question, Curran did not
ask me if the report was true. Curran himself said the report was not
true. [ knqw, as arule, the Roman Catholics object to being present
at the roading of the Protestant Bible. Although Michael Curran
was in the Bible class, T never remember asking him to read the Bible,

or not to read the Bible. Mr M'Intyre never made any remoustrance
with me sbout beating the boy, Michael Curran, for anything. At
the time Michael Curran was at my achoo), there were three other
Cutholie children there—two boys and a girl; the girl a junior, who
did not attend my class at all. I consicer that gending & mesaage by

the children to the parents is complying with the instruetion to tako

core that both parents and children be informed that attendnnes at

Bible and religious instruction is optional.

CABLEGRAMS.

Tae following telegrams have been lately published :—¢ Lornon, Feb
2ud —~The struggle between Bismarck and the Ultramontanes is in-
ereneing in bitterness.—Germany hae warned France and Belgian. of
their international duty to repress the attacks of the Ultramontanes,
_whebher through the press or the clergy. —The members of the Min-
istry elected are—Messvs Gladstone, Cardwell, Stansfield, Lowe, Child.
ers, sud Harcourt, The Marquis of Hartington was defeated at Rad-
nor.—The members elected for the myw Parlisment comprise 106
Liberals and 136 Consorvafives,—M‘Malion, in addressing the French
merchants, asked for full confidence in the stability of the Grovern-
ment, and expressed his intention to maintain it.”

THE POPE, ThE GERMAN EMPEROR, AND THE
DUNEDIN FPROTESTANT PRESS.
Auckland.

Tags contest now being carried on between the Pope, or in other words
Clerical Europe and the German Emperer, is not likely soon to end.
The interest excited by the late bloody Franco-Prussisn war was no-
thing 2a compared with that which ezists throughout the whole of
Christendom in respect of the present politico-relizious struggle be-
tween Rome and Berlin. Wherever the Catholic Charch has-beex-
plantel this struggle will find a place. Some will range themselves on
the side of the Pope, and some on the side of the Emperor—or rather.
of the respective principles which they esch represent and uphold,
The English press pronounce strongly in favour of the Emperor, and
againat the Pope atd the Catholic Episcopacy. The Dunedin ‘ Kven-
ing Star,’ and * Guardian,’ and * Times,” following suit to the Londoa
‘Times’ and smaller fry of the English press, denounce the Pupsand
Catholic Episcopncy in unmensured terms of vituperation. All the
old hackneyed calumnies and misrepresentations to the prejudice of the
Catholic clergy which have done duty among the ignorant aver since
Luther’s day arve being reproduced, as if they were something new and
had not been a thousand timea refuted to the satisfuction of evory man
having any pretensions to hovesty ns a well-bred student of lfia.tory.
Had your neighbour the * 8ter’ culy consulted such historical writers ns
Guizat, Ranke, Kay, Macaulay, Hallam, and that worthy Scot, Samuel
Laing, to say nothing of Radical Cobbett, he would never have made
such an eshibition of his ignorance and prejudics as hahas done. But
it is well for the Catholic cause that such writers should say their worst
when they do so in presence of those who, like yourself, arc able to
show the groundless nature of those charges against the Churelt which
they bring forward with se much confidence, "Thousends, indeed, will
gee these unjust accusations, who will never sce the replies you make to -
them. But never mind: words have wings, and no man can tell in
what direction or how far they may fly. So far as human means arve
concerned, this contest is in many ways o most nnegusl one.  'We see
on the one side the Pope, a poor, defenceless old mau, abandoned to
his fate by the great ones of the emtly, and virtually o prisoner in the
hands of liis powerful enemies. On the otlier hand we see the Em-
peror of the most formidable military nation in modern Earope, backed
by such supporters as Biswarck, the London and Dunedin press, aund
all the so-called *libaral” Governments in Europe, Abuse and ridi-
cule are poured without measure upon the Pope and all who dare to
open their mouths or write s word in his defence.  Away with them!
away with them! Silence them all—say the liberal press of Londen
and America, for they are the enemices of literafurs, seience, civilization
and human progress, They love the darkness, amd Liate the lizht. YB"
in spite of all this, no sconer does the Popa issue some oBeial missiv.;:
to the Ewmperor and the faith{ul Cutholie Bisliops, than tho Emperor
and * liheral * Europa aro troubled. The latest London cab!efmm
Jan. 18, in ¢ Daily Southern Cross,” announces: That the Papl b?llll i~‘
cansing “ sensation.”  They either feel or pretend to feel the a.-mw\:
alarm 2t the Pope's menaces,” ns they call his indignant ;rote:tq
against the unjusk and oppressive acts of his enomies and tho auemie;;
of the Churcl. The fears expressed by the Lorndon ¢ Times' at the
Pope's recont letter to the Emperor borders on the ludierous, and
would be indeed ridiculous were the language used not so miachiévous
or ono might almost eay malicious. He denounces tho Qatholic E Jise
copacy throughout the United Kingdom, as ripe for any sort of acgmn
against the British (Government ; ready tojoin anv combination which
might havo for its object to * dismember” the British Eumpive. This
it is presumed, refers to the " Home Rule” movement, anud to the o
tion some of the Catholic clergy are now tukingin it. From this lan.

guage of the ° Times' it would appear thut the movemnent shows sigps -



