
NEW ZEALAND TABLET.
Mongolare theNew York,London,and China Steam Company. She
wbb speciullj built to carry tea between China and NewYork, andis
the sister-ship to the Tiirtar, lately arrived on a similar mission at
Melbourne,and belongs to the same owners.

privately aside and told them, that if their parents or guardiansdidno
wish them to attend at theBiblo class, thatIdidnot. Iremember
especially speaking toMichael Curran. 1said does your father know
you attend the Biblo class here ? So far asIremember his answer
wus, "Idon'tknow— lthink so." Ithen eaid to him, will you tell
your father fromme, if he wishes you to attend, Idare not object;
but ifhe does not,Idonot askyou. The notices wereup on the walla
at this time. There is not the smallest foundation for the statement
reported by Mrs M'Farlane to have been made toher by Minnie
Curran;it is a fabrication frombeginning toend. Curran's father
met me in the street with another party, and askedme ifIhad heard
the report about his son having beenbeaten. IsaidIhad;and II11I1
now understand his son to be the boy inquestion. Curran didnot
ask me if the report was true. Curranhimself said the reportwas not
true, t know, as a rule, the Roman Catholics object tobeingpresent
at the reading of the Protestant Bible. AlthoughMichael Curran
wasin the Bible class,Inever remember askinghim toread thoBible,
ornot toread theBible. Mr M'lntyrenevermade any remoustrance
with me about beating the boy,Miohael Curran, for anything. At
the time Michael Curran was at my school, there were three other
Catholicchildren there— two boys and a girl; thegirl a junior, who
didnot attendmy class at all. Iconsider that sending amessage by
the children to theparents is complying with the instruction to tako
care that both parents andchildren be informed that attendance at
Bible and religious instruction is optional.

CABLEGRAMS.
The followingtelegramshave beenlately published :—":

— "London,Fob
2nd.

—
The struggle between Bismarck and the Ultramontanes is in-

creasing iabitterness.
— Germany has warned France and Belgium, of

their international duty to repress tho attacksof theUltramontanes,
whether through the press or the clergy.—The members of the Min-
istry elected are

—
Messrs Gladstone, Cardwell, Stansfield, Lowe,Child-

ers, and Harcourt. The Marquis of Hartington wasdefeatedat Rad-
nor.

—
The members elected for the mw Parliament comprise106

Liberals and 136 Conservatives.
—

M'Mahon, in addressing theFrench
merchants, asked for full confidence in the stability of theGovern-
ment, andexpressed his intentionto maintain it."

THE POPE, TRE GERMAN EMPEROR, AND THE
DUNEDIN PROTESTANT PRESS.

Auckland.
Thr contestnow being carried on between thePope, or in other words
ClericalEuropeand the German Emperor, is not likely soon toend.
The interest excitedby the late bloody Franco-Prussian war wasno-
thing as compared with that which exists throughout the whole of
Christendomin respect of the present politico-religious Btruggle be-
tween Borne and Berlin. Wherever the Catholic Church has-been-
plantedthis struggle will findaplace. Some will range themselves on
theside of thePope,and someon the side of theEmperor

—
or rather,

of the respective principles which they each representand uphold,
The English press pronounce strongly in favour of theEmperor,and
against the Popea£& the CatholicEpiscopacy. The Dunedin 'Even-
ing Star,' and'Guardian,' and'Times,' following suit to theLondon'Times'andsmaller fry of theEnglish press, denounce the Pope and
Catholic Episcopacy in unmeasured terms of vituperation. All the
old hackneyedcalumnies and misrepresentationsto theprejudice of the
Catholicclergy whichhave done duty among the ignorant eversince
Luther's day arebeing reproduced, as if they were something new and
had notbeen a thousand times refuted to the satisfaction of every man
having any pretensionsto honesty as a well-bred 3tudenfc ofhistory.
Had jour neighbour the 'Star' only consultedsuch historical writers as
Gkiizot,Ranke, Kay, Macaulay, Hallam, and that worthyScot,Samuel
Laing, to saynothing of Radical Cobbett, lie would never have made
such an exhibitionofhis ignorance and prejudices asho has dove. But
itis well for the Catholic causethat such writers should say their worst
when they do so in presence of those who, like yourself, are abltj to
show the groundless nature of those charges against the Churoh which
they bring forward with somuch confidence. Thousands, indeed, will
see these unjust accusations, who willnever soe the repliesyoumake to
them. But never mind:wordshave wings, and no man can tell in
what direction or howfar they may fly. So far aa human means are
concerned, this contest is inmany ways amost unequalone. We see
on the one side the Pope,a poor, defenceless old mau,abandoned to
his fate by the great onesof the eaith, and virtually aprisoner in the
hands of his powerful enemies. On the other hand we see theEai-
peror of themost formidablemilitary nationinmodern Europe,backed
by such supporters as Bismarck, the London andDunedin press, aud
allthe so-called "liberal"Governments in Europe. Abuse andridi-
cule are pouredwithoutmeasure upon the Pope and all who dare to
open their mouths or write a wordi<\ his defence. Away with them !
awaywith them! Silence themall— say the liberal press ofLondon
and America, for they arethe enemies of literature, science,civilization,
andhuman progress. They love the darkness, ami hate the light. Ve1,
ivspite of all this, no sooner does the Pope issue some official missive
to the Emperor and the faithfulCatholic Bishops, than the Emperor
and" liberal

" Europe aro troubled. Tho latest London cablegram,
Jan.18, in

'
Daily SouthernCross,' announces: That the Papil bull is

causing, "sensation." They either feel or pretendto feel the greater
alarm at the Pope's" menaces," as they call his indignant protests
against theunjustand oppressive acts of his enemies and tho enemies
of the Church. The fears expressedby the London 'Times' at the
Pope'srecent letter to the Emperor borders on the ludicrous, and
wouldbe indeedridiculous werethe language used not somischievous,
or onemight almost- say malicious. Ec denounces tho Catholic Epis-
copacy throughout the UnitedKingdom, as ripo for any soit >>i action
against theBritish Government;ready to joinany combination which
might have for its object to

"dismember" the BritishEmpire. This,
it Ispresumed, refers to the

"
Home Rule" movement, and to the ac-

tion some of the Catholicclergy are now taking in it. From this laa^
cruage of the

'Times' it would appear that the movement shows signa -

THETOKOMAIRIRO GRAMMAR SCHOOLENQUIRY.
We havereceivedtheofficial- report of this enquiry. We attain, at

leait for thepresent, from making any remarks thereon, thmfang^
enough <o publish the evidence of the late head master, Mr David
Ross No remarks ef ours could damage the system morethanhis
eTldeM?^8S,having been sworn, said: lamheadmaster of the
Grammar School, at Tokomairiro. Michael Curran was at "J*""
during the third and fourth quarters of 1872.fr0m abou Juiy to
Christmas. Idonot rememberparticularly the boy Michaelcoming

to the school. Ido not remember hia coming to the school, but 1

thinkMichaelCurran's father met me somewhere and "kedme about
the fees. Icannot state positively whatclass Michael Curran was put
into whenhe first came to the school, butIknow that during the last
quarter he was at the schoolhe was in the Junior Reader class, which

is taught by MrM'lntyre. Itaught this class, along with the other
Sassesthe* seniors, theBible lesson each day fromhalf-past nine to
teno'clock. InoticedMichael Curran in the class whenIgaveit the

B?ble lessons in themornings. The Bible lesson consistsof sometimes
my reading a portionof theBible, and sometimes the pupils reading
aportion oftheBible,including boys and girls;sometimes a chapter
ofthe Bibleis given out,and the scholars are questioned on it, with-

out reading; and sometimes sacred geography istaugh, which .a-

eludes that of the Old and New Testament. Isometimes asked

SLICurran an historicalor geographical question bu £ "^°
backward thatIhardly or evergot an answer. Ido notremember
Sy one single instance in whichMichael Curran read the Bible» m the
okL This was partly because he was sobackwardmIns reading,
andpartly because

PIPIdid not know whether he was aCatholic or not

Inever remember asking Michael Curran to read the Bible inthe

GlasT The Bible class which Ihave been describing isheldmMr
M'lntyre's room,because it is a larger roomthanmy class room. On

oneor wo occasionsIrememberMr M'lntyre asking me tocomeand

Z°if Ithought thatMichaelCurran and anotherboy were capable of
T*tinning in his-class. lam in thehabit ofinflictingr corporalpumsh.
ment upon the pupils when necessary, administered witha strapor
eaS, generally upon the hands or across the fingersor legs,butI
Sver remember a single instance when Iflogged a pupilacross the
back Inever remember punishing the boy Curran, butIcannot
swear positively that Ineverdid. IswearpositivelyIneverpunished
the boy Curran in connection with the Bible class. Imean that I
never punished Curran lor his lessons or exercisesin the Bible class.
Ipositively swearIneverpunished Michael Curran for not being in

time for the Bible class/ Ido not remember that Iever punished
Curran for not,being at school before teno'clock. Icannotpositively
swear that Ididnot. Idid not know at the time that theboy was a
Catholic, butIsuspected thathe wasa Catholic, and that v the rea-
son whyIdid not punishhimif he didnot come to toe school before
ten o'clock Icannot remember Michael Curran being absent from
the Bible class, buthe mayhavebeen absent without my remember-
xne Idenot rememberany particularcase m which the boy Carran
was' absent from the Bible class. It is posSlble thatImight have
punished Carran for some misdemeanour committedin school during
the day Every teacher punishes the pupils in his own class. Ido
rot remember ever haung pumshed Curran far any reason. Itwas
shortly nfter Curran wasput into the Junior Reader thatMrM'lntyre
calledmc to see whether he shouldbeput back. Ido not remember
whether Curran was at theBible class during the first quarterhe was

at school Neither Curran's father or mother ever told me that
Michael was a Roman Catholic. Iasked someparties m connection
with the school whatreligion Currau was of. Iwish to correct this
statement " Ido Dot confine it to parties inconnection with the school;
1mar have asked some one else. My first idea was that Michael
Curran mi«ht belong to the Church of England;upon farther mquiry

somepersons told me they thought he wasaRoman Catholic. Ihis
was someshort time aft r Curran came to the school. Idonot re-
member ever asking any RomanCatholic if Curran was a Catholic. I
did not consider it as a part of my duty toask Curran s father or
any of his family whether Michael was a Roman Catholic. Inever
asked Michael Curranifhe was a RomanCatholic;Idid not consider
it as apart of my duty toask him either publicly or privately what
his religion was.' Ididnot think it was a part of my duty to ask him
whetherhe was a ltoman Catholic, or ofany other religion. 1received
instructions from the Board of Education withreference to the Bible
lesson am! religious instruction inschool, whichIproduce. 1putup
anotice in the school whenIreceived the instructions. lat thesame
time received the same instructions from the SchoolCommittee on the
same subject. Those instructions contained directions to placard
publicly in all the rooms in the school the time of Bible or religious
tuition Iwas also instructed to makepublic to the children thehour
of Bible instruction,r.nd its being optional for thepupils to attendat
that time. 1was also instructed to discontinue the use of the Shorter
Catechism in the schuol. Ido not remember anything else particu-
lary contained in the instructions. As far asIrecollect Ireceived the
instructions about May1872 Iremember receiving a circular some
two years ago containing questionsto be answered, but do not remem-
ber tlieir nature, nor the answers that Ireturnedto them. Imay
havereturned tie nnswei-appearing under my name, to question No.
3 of questions forwardedto schoolmasters by the Select Committee of
Provincial Council,as appearing in Appendix to Votes and Proceed-
ings,Ses. XXIX,1871,pp. 91 and 93, and am willing to accept the
responsibility of it. Ihave acted uponit sinceIgave the answer re-
ferred to. After Ireceived the instructions from the Education
BoardIstopped teaching the Shorter Catechism. Istated generally
to the school, ifyourparents object to yourattending the Bible classI
do not foi cc it, onlybring mo anote from them to that effect and you
willbe exempt. Besides, those whomIknew to be CatholicsItook
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