
The 'Post' contends that the two Houses of Assembly are now insession, andsays :—":
— "

This extraordinary session might be regardedas
a good joke,were itnot that veryserious consequences to themembers
of theHouse of Representativesare involved. The Constitution Act
provides taht any member of thatHouse who absents himself for a
whole session withoutleave shall forfeit his seat. This provision i-*
one which the Colonial Legislature cannot alter without the Act so
altering it beingreservedfor herMajesty's pleasure. Thus, if theGov-
ernornow issued a proclamation proroguing Parliament, tho seat of
everymember of theHouse of Representatives,except thehalf-dozen,
who werepresent yesterday, wouldbe ypto facto vacant, andit would
be the duty of the Clerk of Writs to immediately issue new write.
This is a difficulty whichnolegislationcansurmount. Unless a quorum
can be got together togrant leave to the absentees, whatis equivalent
toa generalelectionthroughout the colony must ensue immediatelyon
Parliament beingprorogued. Probably the Government, if it comes
to that, will advise theGovernor to dissolve Parliament, so that areal
general electionmay take place this year, instead of the yearafter
next, when the term of thepresentParliamentexpires."

The
'
Post

'
has amock, speechby the Governor,in the course of

which it makeshim say :—":
— "Since Parliament was proroguedIhave

visitedmost ofthe centres ofpopulationinboth islands. The people
seemprosperous, butaredreadfully given todemonstrations of loyalty,
in the shape ofbanquets and processions. Theynodoubtmeanwell,
andlam fully satisfiedof their attachmentto the Crown. At the same
time,Ifeltitmy duty on severaloccasions to impresson them that
her Majesty's-Representativemustnot be bored, andIam glad tosay
thatno weak consideration for their feelings deterred me from practi-
cally enforcing this great moral lesson. The number of Mayorsin
Otagois a serious evil,demanding the immediateand grave considera-
tion of theLegislature. ... Itwill,nodoubt,behighly gratifying
to you tolearn that the Minister of Justice,entertainingahigh opinion'
of the abilitiesof theHon. MrBathgate,hasappointedthatgentleman
toanimportant and mostlucrative judicialoffice. Ihudmuch pleasure
in confirming thenomination, as it delivered me of Mr Bathgateas
oneofmy advisers. Paperson this subject willbe laid beforeyou."

A
'
Gazette

'
extraordinary issued on the 18th inst. has realised

members from attendance at Parliament until 30th April next.

the truth " that there may be one fold and one shepherd."
(John x.v16.)

Pray also for our Holy Father, and the liberty and inde-
pendenceof theChurch;and that a mercifulProvidencemay
sendus a sufficientnumber of good priests, and enable us to
provideaChristian education for our children."The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
Amen." (Thess., last verse.)

f P. Moean.
GivenatDunedin,

Feastof St.Agnes, 1874.

The followingare the regulations for Lent, whichwemake
in virtueof special faculties receivedfrom theHolySee:

—
Ist. We grant permission for the use of Flesh Meat at

dinneronlyon allMondays,Tuesdays,Thursdays,and
also on allSaturdays, except one, that is the second
Saturday,duringLent.

2nd. Lardand drippingmay be used after the mannerof
butter, at dinner, on all days of fast and abstinence
duringLent, and also throughout the year, withthe
exceptionof the first and last Wednesday* of Lent,
and GoodFriday.

3rd. WhiteMeats
—

suchas butter, milk,cheese andeggs,
are allowedon alldaysat dinner, with the exception
ofAsh Wednesday and the WednesdayandFridayof
HolyWeek, onwhichthree days theancientdiscipline
of theChurch is tobe observedinallitsrigor.

4th. FishandFlesh arenotallowed at the samemealdur-
ingLent.

There is neither fastnor abstinence on Sundays inLent.
All whohave completedtheir 21st year are bound to fast

and abstain
—

unless excusedby thestate of their healthor the
aature of their employments— according to the regulations
statedabove;and allwho have arrived at the use- of reason,
thoughnotbound to fast before the completion of their 21st
year,are nevertheless bound to abstain from the use of flesh
meat on the days appointed— unless exempted for a legitimate
cause, of which the respectivePastors are tobe the judges.

Subject to the aboveregulations, every day,exceptSunday
inLent,is a day of fast and abstinence.

Allwho have arrivedat the years of discretionarebound'to
go-to communion withinEaster time, which in these Dioceses
Qonamences on the first Sunday inLentand endson theOctave
of theFeast of Sts. Peter andPaul.

The clergy are requested to read this Pastoral from the
several altars as soon aspossible,and tocause acopyof it to be
placed,duringLent, in a conspicuous placein theirrespective
ahuich.es and chapels.

f P.M.

GOVERNMENT MONOPOLY.

Atthe Catholicschool the attendance was28 on bothdays.

A telegram from Arrowtown last week says :—":
— "

The Government
School was opened on Monday by order of the committee, there were
present2 on Tuesday, and 5 on Wednesday;the school was closed by
order of the Teacher, the committee not bei/ig consulted.

ARRIVAL OF THE MONGOL.
The s.B. Mongol arrived at Port Chalmers, from Plymouth, after
splendidpassage of51days18 hours, onThursday the 12th inst. On
arrival there wasmade known the unwelcomeintelligence of sicknesi
on board in, the form ofscariet fever, measles, and bronchitis. This,
of course, left but one course to be pursued,viz., to quarantinethe
steamer. The Board of Health met in the afternoonanddecided:—:

—
"That the ship Mongol remain inquarantine in themeantime, and.
that she be thoroughly fumigated. That the fourteen emigrants for
Otago be placed on Quarantine Island, and all usual and necessary
steps be taken to fumigate and cleanse their baggage,bedding, and
personaleffects. That the cargo for the port be placed in lighters,
and fumigated prior to being landed. That in the event of the
Colonial Government so desiring it, the wholeof tlie passengers on
board the Mongol be landed on QuarantineIsland, and their effects
be thoroughly cleansed and fumigated." Itappears faafc the emigrant*
were shippedatPlymouth,and were taken from the Depot there, and
that they were unhealthyat the time, scarlet fever an'l measles having
previously appeared amongst them. Two of the families had been
removed from the Depotinconsequence,andseveral of the intenling
emigrants had to be left behind. On themorning of the day that the
steamer sailed from Plymouth a family waa Fent on shore because its
members had only lately recovered from soarlot fever,and were in a
very weak state therefrom. Moreover, asDr Davidson remirked, the
infection of fever must havebeen about thurn. Professor M'Gregor
who interrogated the doctor, asked Dr Davidson whether he considered
itprudent to undertake the voyage with emigrants iv such a, very un-
satisfactory condition ? To which the doctor repliedthat he certainly
did not, and expressed surprise that theEmigration authorities at
home had not detained her. He furthermoreremarked that if one
case of feverhadbeen apparenton the day she sailed, he wouldhave
taken the responsibility of detaining the steamer. The emigrants,
however, were, to all appearance, well on the day she sailed, buton
the following day fe?er andmeasles appeared amongst them, andre-
mained throughout the passage. According to theDoctor's report, 67
cases of measles, 21 cases of scarlet fever,and eight cases of bronchitis
had been treated during the passage, and out of thatnumber 12 re-
sulted fatally,viz., 4 casesof measles, 5 ofscarlet fever,3of bronchitis.
Besides these there was 1fatalcase of diarrhoea, 1of ulcer, 1ofdeath
from inanition, and a death from sunstroke. The deaths were confined,
to children oftenyearsofage andunder;exceplingin one case. With
regard to tho present condition of the immigrants, there areunder
treatment 4 cases of scarlet fever, 2 of abcess,1of diarrhoea, 1of
bronchitis. The precaution was taken to destroy all the clothes
and bedding used by infected persons during the voyage, whilst
the infected persons were carefully isolated When the Mongol
left Plymouth, she had 245 statute adult immigrants on board,
besides a number of paying passengers, and her crew of 5&
menand boys. The immigrants came out through theNew Zealand
Shipping Company, and are for distribution through the colony as
follows :— lo^ statute adults for Otago, 71 for Cante'bury, 91 for
Wellington, 724 for Auckland. The Mongol is one of the steamers
engaged to run in the new Australian and American MailLine, and
has demonstrated her ability to undertake the running of the mail
service by making the quickest direct passage from England to New
Zealand on record. Her time from land to land was 50 days 8 hours,
and 5L days 18 hours from Plymouth to Port Chalmers. She is a
handsome boat of 2265 tons register and 1463 tons carrying capacity.
Her length is 300 feet,beam35 feet,anddepth,of hold31feet 6 inches.
She is fitted with a compoundengine of 400 horse-powernominal, and
1600 horse power indicated. Her accommodation is good;thereis a
magnificent saloon, with ladies' cabin and retiring room, bath-rooms,
ice-liouje, &.e. She is built with three decks. The owners of. the

THE HITCH AT WELLINGTON.
Oh the llth inst., tho House of Representativesmet at 5 o'clock.
The Clerk said (hut in consequence of the absence of the Speaker and
Chairman of Committee, it wouldbe necessary,according to (herules
of the House, to adjourn till the followingday.

—
Mr Vogel thenmade

the following statement:
— "

The meeting of members of bothHouses
yesterday arose through thenon-appearance of anexpectedproclama-
tion of proiogation. Somo weeks ago it was intended to further
prologue Pailiament. His Excellency was advised to that effect, and
signified his willingness to comply with the advice, it is probablea
proclamationofproiogationhas been signed,but ifso,ithas miscarried.
As a few members of Parliament attended yesterday, somomembers
of the Government also attended the meeting which took place.
Since then the Attorney-General's opinion has been taken, and I
attach it for your information. It is clear thepresent meetings do
not constitute a session, and as soon as tho prorogation can be pro-
claimedit willbe. In the meanwhile, ifmembers in Wellington meet
daily, such meetings will not constitute a session, andmembers will
probably, after to-day, not meet, at least so the Government will
advise them. To-day, they will probably meet, as yesterday they
agreed to do so. There seems no reasonwhy you should put your-
selves to the trouble of coming to Wellington at present."

A telegraphio circular of the above was sent by the Government
to each member of Parliament not in Wellington. The Attcrncy-
GeiHi'ars opinion says :—":

— "Ithink that as His Excellency the Gover-
nor has not met and addressed the two other elements of theGeneral
Assembly, neither of those elements can proceed to any business, but
adjourn till met by the Governor und addressed by him. Consequently
neither house cansit. Eachmay meet, but cannot sit andproceed to
business. Itis held that a complete Act must be passed, otherwise
there is nosession. To constitute an Act, there must be a Billpassed
by each House, and assented to by the Governor. Therefore there
"will bo no session within themeaning of the section of the Csontitution
Act, au'l the Governor may safely and properly prorogue toa later
date. The time elapsedbetween the date to which Ihe Assembly was
proroguedby the last instrument of prorogation,namely, 10th Feb,
and the d'ito of the next instrument of pioragation, willnot havebeen
a session, altl oagh members of each House of Assembly may havemet

adjourned.
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