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THE ENCYCLICAL LETTER.
Ix cur issue of to-day we publish a translation, boerrowed
from: the * London Tablet, of an KEncyelical Letter addressad
by the Holy Father to all Patriarchs, Primates, Avchbishops,
Pishops, and other Ordinaries in the grace and communion of
the Holy See, in reference to the persecutions of the Church
in many countries, and also as to the new lheresy of the sect
called the OLp CarrOLICS,

This is a most important document, aad it will be read
by all Catholics with the deepest interest. It is hardly
neeessary for us to do more on this orcasion than call atten-
tion to it. No aualysis is required of us, for people will be
sure to read and analyse it for themselves,

After having given expression to the anguish of his
mind at the, sight of the persecution to which his flock is
subjected in many places, and made a passing allusion to the
suppression of the Roman University, and of the Religious
Orders in the Bternal City, His Holiness proceeds tn speak
on religious affairs in Switzerland and Qermany with a clear-
ness and precision which leave nothing to be desired,

The first few sentences of ‘tile Encyclical are mosk tonch-
ing. *Although,” he says, ““ many grievous and bitter suf-
ferings, from the beginning of Our long Pontificate, Lave
fallen to Our lot through various eauses which We have
unfolded in Our Encyclical letters from time to time, yet in
these last years the number of cur sorrows has so increased
that, were We not upheld by the mercy of God, We shounld
be almost overwhelmed by them. Of late, indeed, matters
have reached such a pass, that death itsclf seems better than
Lifs amid such storms, and with eyes lifted up to heaven We
are fain to ery, ‘It is better fuor us t> die than te see the
evils of the saints.” DMachab. iil, 52.7

As to Switzerland, the Holy Father enumerates the
various acts of wviolence committed by the Guvernments
agninst the Chareh, in banishing ecoclesiastics, enacting
iniquitous lnws subversive of the Chwurel, and imposing an
gath involving actual apostacy; and silemuly condemns
and rejeets these laws aud this oath.  His Holiness's words
are-—* We, therefore, as required by Our office, do, by Our
Apo-tolic authority, sulemunly rqjeet and condeian  them,
deelaring the required cath to be unlawful and saerilegions,
and that all thess, who in the Canton of Gencva or else-
whore, Laving been elected according to the tenor of the
same 1w, or othe s like them, by the vuotes of the people,
and counfirmation of the civil power, shail venturs to take
upon them ccelesinsticil functions, do ¢pso ficto ncur the
greater excommuunication, vspecially reserved to the Holy
#ce, vud other canouical peualties ; and that they are to be
avoided by the f:ituful wecording to the Divine command,
as stearg s and rebhers, who “ecne not but o stenl and to
B and zo destroy. Se Foho x5, 10

fi.velorenee o0 Gurmany, the Encyelical deals fivst with
the Prussien Clovertuacnt, and in the second place, with the
QLD LATHeLle heresy, and its wahappy Bishop Reinkens,
The fol'swing iz the eoncluding pusage coucerning tho
Gormna Twperee avd  the Prussian Government :—* We
should ind.ud have gladiy passed over i this place the legter
of the Luporor if it had not been mads pubiic by the oflicial
jourael D er'in aitogetior without one knowledge, and fu a
mamier eortainly weesn 1, togerler with another letter wittten
Ly Our baw, in which We sppealed Lo the Catholie Church
in Prstia to the justice of the Mor . Sovene Euperer.
thinzs which we have thus far reeounted are befove the cyas
of all; wherame, while iefiglous and virgins dedicatad to
God me deprived of the ec.amon itherty of citizens, anl are
exidod with erucd hasha ssy while | olic schools, i which
Cathelie youih rre day by day fortber with cawn from the
vhole-ome tecching anl vigilace of the Choreh; winie
socictics boun led for the awtarine of piety, end even the
seminaries of the demgy e dissoliod; while the libaty of
preaching the gospelis bindered, while it is prohibited in

certuin por s of the kingdom to teach the elements of religions '

educatinn 1 the wother tongue j waile the priests are forelidy
talken away frevy puishes over which they were set by the
Di-Lure, and the Bisheps themselves are deprived of ther
revenues, coorced by nnes, and menscsd Ly threats of im-
prisonment, whiie Cathnlies are uis urbed by “'ex{):timls of
syery kind, is it pessibio thab we should receive into ou
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mind that which is laid before us, viz, that neither the
religion of Jesus Christ nor the truth is ealled in question §"

After having speken at considerable length and with
oreat eloquence as to the Onp Catrovics and ‘their pseudo-
bishop Reinkens, His Hnliness coxzcludes thus: “ We nof-
only declare the election of the said Joseph Huberi Reinkens
to be contrary to the Holy Canouns, unlawiul and altezether
null snd volrl, and denounce and condemn s consecration,
as sacrilegious, but by the authority of \lmighty God We
declare the said Joseph Hubert, together with thae who have
taken part in his election and sacrilegious conseeration, and
whoever adhere to and follow the same, giving ail, favor, or
congent—excommunicated, under anathema, separated from
the commupion of the Church, and to be reckoued amop
those whose fellowship has been forbidden to the fuithfel by «
the Apostle, so that they are not so much as to say to them
God speed,” St John ii 10,

Towards the end of-the Encycliral mention is made of
the persecution of the Cliurch in Ameriea, but not at any
great length, and the Holy Father promises to return to this
subject at a future time,

One would naturally ask why-is this war against the
Catholic Church cairied on at this time and so generally
throughout the world. The Holy Father is aware of this
and gives an answer.saying, ‘ Some of you mny, perhaps, be
surprised, Venerable Brethren, that the war which is earried -
on at this time against the Catholic Church extends so far
and wide. Bufiwhoever is acquainted with the char cter, the
aims, and purposes of the sects-—be they Freemmasous, or by
whatever name they are known—and compare them with the
character and extent of-the strife which thronghout neasly
the whole world is waged against the Church, cannot hesitate
to assign the eause of our present calamities to the craft and
conspiracy of the same sects.. From them iz made up the
synagogue of Satan, which is marshalling its forces and pre-
paring to engage hand to hand against the Church of Christ.
These sinful associations havivg greatly incceased the number
of their adherents, fancy that they have uow obtained their
ends and all but reached the goal set before them. Succeed]
ing in this ohject, after which they have so long hankered—
the possession of the clief power in many places--they are
now boldly nsing the strength and puwor they have acquired,
that the Church of God may be reduced to the most grinding
slavery, that it may be uptorn from its foundations and defaced
in the divine marke with weich it shines conspicuous; in a
word, that shaken, shatfersd, and overthrown by many blows,
it may, if possible, be utterly blotted out {fromn the world,”

There is, in conclusion, a beautiful and conanling passage
quoted from St John Chrysestom to which we diveet tha
especial attention of our readers.

SULLIVAN'S LIBERATION,

Tig conviet Sullivan who had been tried and condemned to
de sth for 2 most atrocions murder has been pardouned on con-
dition of his leaving the colony, Wsa have not space this
week to make many comments on this transaction; nor,
inleed, have we any inclination to dwell on the carser of
tlis human or inhuman butchior,  We fear the atfuir will not
: Lo regarded as creditble to our Government.  Pinlaed, thers
is no use in concealing our opinion as te the action of the
Government,  We regiwrd the liberation from prison of
Suliivan as a scanlalons transaclion,
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WEEKLY EPITOME.
Tire Wellinzto1 police have arvested Goorge Mari 2 Devn noald, the
abennling mannzer of the Provincial and Suhurbia B ok, Bidenond,
Melbonrne, uboand the A kwo.  ile hal swled from Quoigo, sal was
ea rorte fav Sin Feancisco.

Trissaid that the services of the TLon B D, Trelond, Q.0 of
Malbour - have heen retained Dy the defondentain the no v celebrated
rare of  SVite ey 20 Eelar, sud thet the anmual rertificde of the
CFolly O ) (os th - “Argus’ styles Me {relan 1y bas been taken oot
in the € 10 eme Court Office at Duvedia in view ol tho future steges
of the retion -

Tur La d t'mes anteipated for -ome wmonths in &-neciea have at
i last come on. 4 late eablegram brings information that working men
| are return: o iy shos's from Amenmes, in consequence of ihe dstress
[ there, Wi I encrgetic emigration agents Ameeds dilivahy should
| be New Zewland’s oppottaniis.

% Avor amun nemed John Dlair not long oreive 1 fron. North
Sritain, vho hus been employeld in the $inreme Co ety Dunedin,

{ hus beent eo ged with having stolen a cheque for £39 144 31, the pro-

i perty of the «Jucen, end hus been eowrmuted fur trial. ; ]

! Orr Aucklind correspoudent repor's business done :—Cu'2doniar,
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£11; Gollen Ooli, (new ssue) £9 113 Golden Gnlf, lowhle, €20.
‘\ AMn 0 Houroway, a prominent member of th  Agredtural
| Laborers’ Loague, and delagate and ehndrman of the Ox{iol distreict,

{ 19 4 pussenger by the Monzol. 3Iv Hullowny comes out in vharge of



