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the SBupreme See of Peter, for the guardianship of the Catholic Faith,
and for the mainterance of the Unity of the Universal Church, accord-
ing to the custom ond example of Our predecessors and their holy
decrees, by the power given tous from on high, not only declaro the
election of the eaid Joseph Hubert Reinkens to be contrary to the
holy canons, unlawful and altogether null and void, and denounce and
condemn his comsecration ns sacrilegious, but by the authority of
Almighty God We declare the said Joseph Hubart,—together with
those who have tnken part in his election and sucrilegious consecra-
tion, and whoever adhere to and follow the same, giving sid, favour, or
consent—excommunicated, under anathema, seperated from the com-
munion of the Church, and to be reckoned among those whose fellow-
ship has been forbidden to the faithful by the Apostle, so that that
they are not so much as to say to them God speed you. (15)

From these facts, to which we have referred in grief rather than
st large, you are well assured, Venerable Brethren, how grave und full
of danger is the condition of Catholics in these countries of Europe
which we have mentioned.

Neither are matters more favourable, or the times more peaceful
in Ameriea, where some countries are 8o hostile to Catholice that their
governments seem rather to deny in deeds than to profess the Catholic
Kaith, There for some years bitter war has been stirred up against
the Church and its inatitutions, and against the rights of this Aposto-
lic Bee. Matter would not be wanting, were We to enlarge upon this
subject ; but since, on account of its grave nature, it cannot be lightly
touched upoen, We shall take another occasion to treat at length of it.

Bome of you may perhaps be surprised, Venersble Brethren, that
the war which is carried on at this time against the Catholic Church
extends so far and wide. But whoever is acquainted with the charac-
ter, the aims, and purposes of the sects—be they Freemasons or by
whatever name they are known—and compares them with the charac-
ter and extent of the strife, which throughout nearly the whole world
is waged against the Church,.cannot hesitate to aesign the cause of our
prosent calamities to the eraft and copspiracy of the same sects. From
them is made wp the Synagogue of Satan, which is marshalling ita
forces and preparing to engage hand to hand agsinst the Church of
Christ. From their first beginnings they have been denousced to the
kings and to the nations by Our predecessors who have watched over
Ierael ; again nud agnin have they condemned them, nor have We our-
gelves failed in this Our duty, Would that the Supreme Pastors of
the Church had been more firmly believed by those who eould have
warded off so terribie o plague! But the Sect, winding along by
crooked ways, never ceasing its task, beguiling many with its cunning
craft, ia now bursting forth from its hiding-places, and bonsting itself
to be all powerful. These sinful associations, having greatly incressed
the number of their adherents, funcy that they have now attained
their ends and all bat reached the goul set before them. Suceceding
in this object, after which they have so long hankered— the possession
of the chief power in meny placee—they are now boldly using the
strength and power they have acquired that the Churck of God may
be redeced to the most grinding siavery, that it may be uptorn from
its foundations and defaced in the divine marks with which it ghinea
conspicuous ; in u word, that shaken, shattered, and overthrown by
many blows, it may if possible be utterly blotted out from the
warld.

Bince these things areso, do you, Venerable Brothers, do your
best to strengthen the faithful comimitted to your care against the
snares and canker of these sects, and to save from destruction those
who Lave unforiunctely jeined them. Do you especially disprove
and show up the errors of those, who from bad fuith or through
daceit do not shrink from asserting that theso sceret assemblies have
for their only object social progress and advanfage, and the practice
of mutual benevolence. Explun to them and fix deeply in their
minds the Pontifical decrees on this matter, and show that they refer
not only to the Masonic societies in Europe, but to those that exist in
America and througiont the countries of the world,

To conclude, Vuncrzble Brethren, since We have fallen on fimes
not only of suffcring, but of meriting much, let Ts take especial care,
as good soldiers of Clirist, not to depair, ns in the midst of the storm,
We have o sure hope of future calm, and a glorions peace for the
Clrch, and, trusting in the assistance of God, let Us cheer ourselves,
Our toiling clergy, anl Our people with the noble words of Chr; sos-
tom: * Mauy waves and siorms threaten us, but we are not afraid of
being overwhelmned, for nestand upon the rock. Theugh the sea rage,
w cannot meit the rock ; though the waves arise, yet they cannet sink
the bark of Jesus, There is nothing mighter than the Churech. The
Church is stronger than heaven itself. Heaven and earth shall pass
awey, bt My words shall not pass qway. What words are these?
Thou art Peter, and upon this vock Y will build My Church, and the

¥ grles of kell shall nof prevail againstif. If you do not beleve in
" words, believe in deeds. How many tyrants have tried to oppress the
Church? How many gridirons, how many furnaces, how many wild
beasts, how many swords have been prepared sgainst hee? ~ IMow
much have they accomplished? Nothing! Where are her focs?
They are forgotten. Where is the Choreh P She shines more brightly
than the sun. Her foes have pevished ; her children are imniovtul.
If when there were fow Christians they were not overcome ; hov,
when the whole world is full of holy religion, will you bo able to over-
como them ?  Heaven and earth shell pass away, but My words skall
rot pass away.”

Disturbed, therefore, by no danger and no fear, let us continue
stendfast in prayer, sud with one miud let us endeavour to appease
the apger of Heaven, proveked by the sins of men, so that at iust in
His mercy the Almighty may arise and command the wisds that they
be stili.

Mesnwhile, in witness of Our especial affection, We lovingly
impart to you all, Venerable Brothers, to the clergy, and all the people
gommitted to your care, Our Apostolic blessing.

Given ot Roore, from ft. Peter's, ou the twenty-fiist day of November, in the
year of Qur Lord, 18738, 1n the twenty-cighth year of Our Ponuificate

PIUS PP. IX.

HISTORY OF OUR SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST.
By the Abbé J. B. Dirras,
{Translated from the French for the New ZearaNp TaBLET.)
§ II. CIROUMCISION. PRESENTATION IN THE TEMPLE,
8.—INE HEEREW EITE OF CIROUMCISION.
“ AND after eight days were accomplished that the child should be
eircumeised,” says 8t. Iuke, “ hia name was called Jesus, which was
enlled by the Angel before he was conceived in the womb.”(1) The time
at which the sons of the Hebrews were to receive the dolorous impres-
sion of the Sacrameat of the Ancient Alliance, was not left to the dis-
cretion of the parents. Jehovah, himself, had fixed it, when he eaid to
Abralam : “ Whew tae infant shall be erght days, he shall ba eircum-
cised.”(2) The Mbisaic law had renewed the precept. ‘* And on the
cighth day the infant shall be circumcised.’(3}) The evangelical text ja
here in perfeot conformity with the Jewish legislation. The Hom of
God, who was come, in his own person, to fulfil the law, commences in
the Crib His mission of bloody victim, which will only terminate on
Calvary. In effect, it was in the* Praesepium” of Bethlehem that the
Ohrist ¥ who was before Abraham,” and of whom the father of the
faithful had “desired to sea the day,” received by the Circumcision,
the mark of the children of Abraham. The rites in use for the legal
ceremony have been transmitted to us by the Falmud, and theirob-
servance continues the same to the present day among the Jews.(4) On
the eighth day, ten persons, &t least, were to assemble around the new-
born child. The operation, ns we have said, was not o sacerdotal fane-
tion. Modern iconegraphy, in fizing the temple as the ordinary plage
for the ceremony of circumeision, and in naming the High Priest ag its
minister, commits an error against historicsl truth. The minister, or
Mohel, was, and i etill in our days, chosen indiscriminately {rom
among all classes of the Jewish population; his skdl being the only
title which recommends him to familica. The father pronounced the fol-
lowing words : * Blessed be the Lord our God, who has imprinted the
law in our flesh, and who marks his children with the sign of his holy
alliance, to render them participants in the blessings of Abraham, our
father !” Two seats of honour were prepared ; the one for the spon-
sor, the other rersained vacant. This latter was presented to the child,
to whotn these words were at the sume time addressed : “ Behold the
seat of the Prophet Elizs.”(5) On every spot of the universe where the
sous of Israsl are now dispersed, this symboliea! custom is observed ;
by it they atteat their faith in the expectation of a precursor, who is to
open the way for the Messiah, But, for them, the seat of Elias always
remains yacant. John the Baptist sat in i4, and Jesus Christ, the divine
Iufant of Bethlehem, has taught the world from a more sugust pulpit
than that of Moscs.
9. —THE NAME.

The bloody vite being accomplished, the Mekel ropested this blesss
ing: “ Adonei, Grud of our ancestors, fortify and preserve this child for
his father and mother. Grant that his name may be honouved among
the sons of [srael, Let him be called . . . . (hiere wog pro-
nounced the zame chosen for the c¢hild), may he be the joy of the
father who has begotten him and of the mother who lias miven him
bivth I"(8) Tt was under circumstances like to these{7) that the name of
Jesus, being proclaimed in the stable of Bethlehem, resounded in pre-
sence of the latest descendants of the family of David, gathered to-
gether in their pative village, in virbue of an order from Augustus.
Did the witnesses of the legal ceremony understand at the time the
sense of tho divine name before which * every knee bends, in Heaven,
on enrth, and in Hell ' We can easily conceive that the Shepherds,
iustructed by the Augels, aud the crowd, in the midst of which the re«
port of the marvels of the Crib had circulated, must have hailed, ns a
happy presage, the name of Jesus (3aviour), given to the scion of the
roynl race, so long fallen to decay. The first time the name lad ap=
peared in the annais of 1lie 1febrews, it recalled the conguzst of the
Promised Laud, and the victories of Josue. Later on, with Zurobabel,
the nume of Jesus, burne by 2 High Priest, had marked the end of the
captivity of Bubylon, and the inanguration of the second tenple. In
fine, ut a recent uvpoch, the name of Jesus, the author of tire Book of
Keclesiasticus, had bucome ns the synonym of wis lom, descended from
Heaven to instruct mgn. The name of Jesus was net then,es ration-
al:sm affects to believe it, *a very common name.” The historical
tradition of the Hebrews nssigned to it o very remarkable réle. When
it was given to the divine Son of Mary, doubtless, the nssis:ants were
persunded that the descendant of David, around whoese eradle they
were assembled, would be, one day, & warrior, powerful as Josue; res-
storer of the Mosaie worship, like the High Priest Jesus, Son of Jose-
dech 3 wise, like Jesus, Son of Sirach. The hopes of the Jews sonred no
higher. The yoke of the fourth empire—the empire of irou, foretold
by David—weighed heavily upon them. Rome was crushing them to
the earth, under the hand of Herod. But the time marked by the
prophecy of Jacob had arrived, the finul period of the sevanty weeks ot
years wag come. All the Jews awaited the conqueror, sprung from
David, who would establish, at Jeraanlem, an everlasting throue. Two
persons, alone, did not take part in these national illusions: Mary,
who preserved in her henrt the divine mysteries, and Joseph, to whom
the Angel had sai'l: ® Yon shall call the child by the name of Jesus,
for it is he who will gave the people from their sins” The Hobrew
prejudice with regard to the materialistio character of the empire of
Chrisr, will discover itself to us at every page of the Gospel Mo in-
velerato was it to be in its durstion, that up to this very time, the
Jews still expest o Messinh—a Son of the Star—wliose powsr taking its
rise from Joinsalem, will cstublish Judew us the centre of tho universal
dominion of the world,

I Lue, 1, 9l. 2 Genes.,xvii, 12, 3 Lewitic, xn, 3, 4 Ceremonies and custorns
obaglved among the Jews. Ldon de Moddue, 5 bepp, viede Notre Seigueur Jésus
Chriet, tom. 1, pag, 236, 237, ¢ Rational, tom, 111, note. 7, pag, 434

7 The essentinlly traditional character of the Jew.sh people, leaves no doubt as
to the antigmty of the rites, the observance of which is still 1 nae, for Cucuncision,
Although the Evaugelist does not euter 1uto zuy particular detarls on this subject,
bhe indicates in a postive manner that ull the ceremonigs prescribed by the law were
fulfiiled, Peifecerunt omauia gerundum legem Domens (Lug, [T, 39.) 1t is then highly
prebable that the Circumeision of Jesus Christ was carvied ou with the accustomed

(16) 2 5t, John, L0,

Tormalities, and that the eivcumstances were like to these nbove relabed, according
to the xitualistic custom of the Hebrews,



