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rather to undergo the most cruel punishment and death itself than
betray their proper oflice, and violate the luws of their most holy
religion in obedience to impious commands of persecuting Princes.
Of a trath, Venerable Brothers, if no other laws than the laws of a
civil empire existed, and laws indeed of a higher order which itisa
duty to obey and sin to violate ; if, moreover, these same civil laws
could counstitute a supreme rule of conacience, as some impiously and
pbsurdly contend, the primitive martyrs, and they who afterwards fol-
lowed them in shedding their blood for the Faith of Christ and the
liberty of the Church, would be rather worthy of blame than of honor
and praise. Nay, it would not even lave been possible, in the testh
of laws and against the will of Princes, to preach and propagate the
Christian religion, and to found the Church. The Faith however
teaches, and human reason demonstrates, that there exists a two-fold
order of things, and at the same time two powers are to be distinguished
on the earth—the one natural, which provides for the tranquility of
human society and secular affsirs ; the other, the origin of which is
above nuture, supreme over the City of God, that is the Chureh of
Christ, divinely instituted for the pence nnd eternal salvation of souls.
And the officers of twofold power are in wisdom ordained that the
things of Grod should be rendered to God, and that, in obedience to
Grod, the things of Cmsar should be rendered to Ceosar, who is
* therefore great because he is less than leaven; for he himself
belongs to Him to whom belong the heavens and every creature ™ (4).
From this divine command the Church assuredly has never been
turned agide, for i$ has always and everywhero laubored to impress on
the minds of the faithful the obedience which they ought inviclably
to maintain towards sovereign Princes and their laws in seoular things,
and it has tapght with the apostls, that  Princes are not a terror to
good works, but to evil, commandiog the faithful to be subject not
only for wrath’s sake, because the Prince bears the sword, as au
avenger in wrath for him who does evil, but also for corscience sake,
because in hie office he is the minister of God” (5). This fear of
Princes the Church itself restraive to evil deeds, and exeludes it
expressly from the obaervance of the divine law, being mindful of {hat
which the blessed Peter tanght to the faithful: “ Let nona of you
suffer as a murderor, or a thief, or a railer, or a coveter of other men's
goods, but if as a Christian let him not be ashamod, but let him
glorify Grod in thia name ” (6},

Since these things are so, you will easily undoerstand, Venerable
Brothers, with what sorrow of mind we must have been affected when
we rend in a letter lately seut to us by the Emperor of Germany in
person an accudntion not less cruel than unlooked for against a part,
as he himself says, of his Oatholic subjects, and especiaily against the
Catholic clergy and Bishops of Germany. Of which accusation this is
the couse, that they, fearless of bonds and tribnlations and not
* counting their lifo more precious than themselves ™ (7}, have refused
to obey the aforesaid laws with the same constancy, with which,
befote they were passed, they had protested by denouncing their in-
justice, which was unfolded in grave, [uminous, snd solid expostula-
tions, amidst the applause of the whole Catholic world, and of not a
few even of non-Cutholics, before the 8¢ vereign, his Ministers, and the
supreme legislatnre of the kingdom. For that cause they are now
accused a3 of the crime of treason, us of consenting and couspiving
with those who are eadeavouring to overthow all orders in human
society, without regard to innumeinble ond notable proofs which evi-
dently bear witeess to their unshaken faith and allegianee to their
Sovereign and their fervent patriotism towards thoir couutry. Yea,
sl we ourselves ave asked to exhort those Catholies and sacred pas-
tors to observe the aforesaid laws, which is to ask that we also cur-
selves should lend our help in oppressing and scattering the flock of
Christ. But, trusting in Grod, we are confident that the most Serens
Emperor, when he has better ascertained and weighed thesa things,
will reject a suspicion 50 cmpty end incredible agninst his faithful
servants, and will no longer endure that tlheir honour should be
assailed by so foul a calummny, and that an unmerited prosecution
should be continued against them.

‘We should indeed have gladly passed over in this place the letter
of the Emperor, if it hiad not been made public by the official journal
in Berlin altogether withont our knowledge, and in o manner certainly
unusual, together with anether letter writien by our hand, in which
we appealed for the Cutholic Church in Prussia to the justice of the
most Serene Emperor.

"he things which we have thus far recounted are before the eyes
of all: wherefore, while Religions and Virgins dedicated to God are
deprived of the cominon liberty of eitizens, and wre exiled with eruel
havshness ; while public schiools, in winch Catholie youth are educated
are day by day further withdrawn from the wholesome teaching and
vigilanco of the Church; while societies founded for the nurturing of
piety, and evin the seminuries of the clergy, are dissolved ; while the
liberty of preaching the Gospel is hindered, while it is prohibited m
eertain parts of the kinglow to teach the elements of relizious educa-
tion in the mother-tongue, while the priests ara forcibly taken awey
from the parishes over which they were set by the Bishops, and the
Buishops themselves are deprived of their revenues, coerced by fines,
and menaeced by threats of imprisonment, while Cntholics are disturbed
by vexat.ons of every lund, is 1t possible that we should receive into
cur mind that which 15 lad before us, viz., that neither the religion of
Jesus Christ nor the truth is eslled in question,

Nor is this the end of the wrongs which aro inflieted upon the
Catholic Church. For to thie must be slse added the patrenage which
has been openly taken up by the Prussian snd the other Governments
of the Germanic Empire in behalf of those new heretics, who eali
themselves 0ld Catholics by tho abuse of the name, which would be
truly ridicuious, if it were not that so many monstrous eriors of that
sect against the chief principles of the Catholic faith, zo many
sacrileges in Divine worship and in the administration of sacraments,
g many gravest seandals, so great a havoe of souls redeemed in the

Blood of Christ, did not rather draw abundant teara from our eyes.
(4) Tertuliinn, Apolog. cap. 30,
(5; Row. xill, 3.
(6) 1 8t. Peter iv, 15, 16.
(7) Acts xX., 4.

... The attempts indeed, and the alis of these unhuppy song of per-
dition appear pluinly, both from other writings of theirs, and most of
oll from thet implous and wost impudent of documents which has
Intely been published by him whom they have set up for themselves
as their so-called Bishop. For they deny and prevert the true
authority of jurisdiction which is in the Roman Poutiff and tha
Bishops, _the suceessors of the Bleased Peter and the Apostles, and
transfer it to the populzce, or, as they say, to the community ; they
stubbornly reject and assail the infalliblo teaching authority of the
Roman Pontiff nnd of the whele Church ; and, contrary to the Haly
Bpirit who has been promised by Christ to abide in His Church for
ever, t]w_y nuduciogaly aflirm that the Roman Pontiff, and the whole
of the Bishops, priests, and people, who are united with him in one
fuith ard communion, have fullen into heresy by sanctioning and pro-
festing the definitions of the (Boumenioal Vatican Council. Therefore
they deny even the indefectibility of the Church, biasphemously say-
ing that it hos perished throughout the world, and that its visible
head aud its Bishops have fallen away : and that for this reason it has
been necessary for them to restore the lawful Episcopate in their
peeudo-bishop, & man who, entering not by the gate, but coming up
by another way, has drawn upon his hend the condemnation of Chriat.

Nevertheless, those unhappy men, who would undermine the
foundations of the Catholie religion, and destroy its character and
endowments, who have invented such shameful and manifold €rrors, or
rather have collected them together from the old store of herotics, are
not ushamed to call themselvs Catholics, and Ol Catholics; whila by
their doctrine, their novelty, and their fewness, they give up all mark
of antiquity and of Catholivity, Truly with s stronger right against
them than in former days, by the meath of 3t. Augustine apninst the
Donatists, the Church which is apread abroad among all nations, which
Ohrist the Son of the living God has built upon the rock, egainet
which the gates of hell shall not prevail, and with which he, to whom
all power hus boen given in heaven aud upon earth, has promised thut
he will remnin all daya to the end of the world,
cries eut to the Eternal Spouss; * Why do those who have gone from me mur-
mur against me? Why do those who are lost declare that it is I who have per-
jshed ? Amnnounce to me the fewness of my days: how long shalt T be im this
world ? Tell it to me for the sake of those who say that she was and now she is not H
for the sake of those who say that the Seriptures have been fulfilled, the nationa
have believed, but the Church has apostatized and perished from all the nations."
Aud it was sovawered ; mor was the voice an empty one. In what words was it
anpounced? Behold I am with you until the consumnation of the world. That i
moved by your werds and gour falze opinions, the Church asks of God to make
known to her the fewness of her days ; and she finds that the Lord has said, Be-
Rold I am with you until the consummotion of the world. Here you will reason thua :
“Of us it is said that we are, and we shall be until the end of the world. Lset
Christ be asked : And this Gospel, ho says, shall be preached in the whole world, in
testinmony to all nations, and then shall the end come.  Tharefore, until the end of the

world is the Church among a1l naiions,” May Lereties perish ; may they perish as
thoy are, and be found to become what they are not {8k

But these men, going on more beldly in the way of iniquity and
perdition, as by a just judgment of Grod it happens Lo herelical sects,
hnve wished also to form to themselves a hierarchy, as we have said,
and have chosenr and set up for themselves as their pseudo bishop o
certain notorious apostate from the Catholic Faith, Joseph Hubert
Reinkens; and, that nothing might be wanting to their impudence,
for his conseeration they have had reecourse to those Jansenists of
Utrecht whom they themselves, belove their falling away from the
Church, regsrded with other Catholics ns heretivs and schismatics.
Nevertheless, this Joseph Hubert dares to call himself a Bishoep, and,
incredible as it maylecom, the Most S8erens Emparor of Ghurmany has
by pub ic decrec named and acknowledged him as a Cathclie Bishop,
and exhibited him to nll his aubjects as one who is to be regarded as a
tawful Bishop, and as such to be obeyed. DBuat the very rudiments of
Cotholie teaclhing declare, that no oae can be held to be a lawful
Bishop who is not joined in communion of faith avd charity to the
Rock on which the one Chureh of Cheist is built ; who does not ad-
here to the Bupreme Pastor to whom all the sheep of Christ are com-
mitted to be fed ; who is not united to the coufirmer of the brother-
hood which is in the world. And, indeed, * to Peter did the Lord
spenk: to onme, that he might by oue establish units.” (9} To Peter
“tlie Divine nuthority bus given a great and wonderful share of His
power ; and if that authority has w.shed anything to be in common
between IIim and other princes, ib is oniy t,lu'ough‘Him, that it hiss
been given.,” (10). Hence it isthat from this A yostolic See, where the
blessed Peter ‘*lives and presides, and dispenses the fruth to all who
seok it,” (11) “the rights 0? holy fellowship extend to all ™ ; (12)and it
is certain that this same “ee is “* to the charches throughout the world
ns the head to the members, and that’if any one ents himself off from it,
he becomes sn outcast from the Christinn religion, since he ia not in
the same bond of anion.” (13). -

Henee the holy martyr Cyprian, speaking of the schismatica
pseudo-bighop Novatian, denied to him the very name of Christinn as
being separated and cut off’ from the Clurch of Ch.mst : ‘.‘ Whocver he
is and whatever he i, % Ae is not o Clristian, whe is not in the Charels
of Cuist. Though he boast himself und talk of his wisdom and clo-
guence in proud iangnage, he who has not retained either brotherly
love or ceclesiastical unity has lost even what he before possessed,
Rince the one church has been divided by Christ into many members
throughout the whole world, and ulse one Episcc?pute bas been over-
sproad therein by the manifold urity of many Bishops, that man in
spite of the tradition of God and in spite of the elosely compacted
unity of the Church is endeavourmng to meke tho Church human. He,
therefore, who maiatains neither the unity of the Spirit nor the
brotherhood of peace, and severs himgell from the bowds of the Church
and from the fellowship of the priesthood, can possess neither the
power of a Bishop nor the honour, unity, and peace of the Epis-
copate.” (14). .

We, thereforo, who have been placed, undesorving as We are, i

(8) August. in Psalm 101, snnarrat. 2, uum. 3, 9.
(9) Pacian, Ep. iii. 0. 11, o Y
(10) 3t Leo, M. serm. 3, in sua assumpt. Optatus. lib. i, u, 2,
(11} St. Peter Chrys. ep. ad Eutyeh

1 2) St. Jerome ep. t£and 16 ad L :aaa.

518) Beuifac. I ep. 14 ad Epucopos PCCEERN .

{L4) Cyprian, contra Novatian, Ei. 52, ad Antouian.



