
NEW ZEALAKD TABLET. Saturday, February 21,1874.]
The attempts indeed,and the aims of these unhnppy sons ofper-dition appear plainly, both from other writings of theirs, and most ofall from that impious and most impudent of documentswhich haslately been publishedby him whom they hare sot up for themselvesas their so-called Bishop. For they deny and prevert the trueauthority of jurisdiction which is in the Roman Pontiff and th«

Bishops, the successors of the Blessed Peter and the Apostles,and
transfer it to the populace, or, as they Bay, to the community;they
stubbornly reject and assail the infallible teaching authority of theRoman Pontiffand of the whcle Church;and, contrary to the HolySpirit who has been promised by Christ to abide in His Church forever, they audaciously affirm that theRomanPontiff, and the wholeof the Bishops, priests, and people, who are united withhim inone
faith andcommunion,have falleninto heresy by sanctioning andpro-fessing the definitions of the (EcumenicalVaticanCouncil. Thereforethey deny even the indefectibility of the Church, blasphemouslysay-ing that it has perished throughout the world, and that its visiblehead andits Bishopß have fallen away:and that for this reasonithasbeen necessary for them to restore the lawful Episcopate in theirpseudo-bishop, a man who, entering not by thegfcte,but comingupby another way,has drawn uponhis head the condemnation ofChrist.Nevertheless, those unhappy men, who would undermine thefoundations of the Catholic religion, and destroy its characterandendowments, whohaveinventedsuch shamefulandmanifold errors,or
rather have collected them together from the oldstoreofheretics,are
notashamed to call themselvsCatholics, and Old Catholics;whileby
their doctrine, their novelty,and their fewness, they give up allmark
ofantiquityandofCatholicity. Truly with a stronger right against
them thanin former days,by the mouth of St. Augustine against theDonatists, theChurch whichis spread abroad amongall nations, whichChrist the Son of the living God has built upon the rock, against
which the gates of hell shall not p-evail, and with which he, to whom
allpower has beengiven in heavenandupon earth,has promised thathe willremain all days to the endof the world,
cries cut to the Eternal Spouse:

"Why do those who have gone fromme mur-
mur against me? Why do those who arelost declare thatit isIwho haveper-
ished? Announce to me the fewness of my days;how longshallIbei* thU
"world? Tellit to mefor thesake of those who say thatshe was andnow she isnot;
for tho sake of those who say that theScriptureshave been fulfilled, the nation*
have believed,but theChurch has apostatized and perished from all thenations.

"
And it was answered;nor was the voiceanemptyone. Inwhat words wasit
announced1 BeholdIam with you until the consummation of tlie world. That is,
moved by your words and your false opinions, theChurch asks of God to make
known to her the fewness of herdays;and she finds that the Lordhas said, Be-
holdlam with you until theconsummation of the world. Here youwillreason thua:
"Of us it is said that we are,andwe shall be until the endof the world. LetChristbe asked:And this Gospel, he says, shall bepreached in tlie whole world,in
testimonyto all nations, andthen shall the endcome. Therefore,untilthe endof the
world is the Churchamong allnations." May heretics perish; may theyperish v
theyare,andbefoundto become what they are not (8).

But these men, going on more boldly in the ■Ray of iniquity and
perdition,as by a just judgment of Grod ithappens Lo heretical sects,
have wished also to form to themselves a hierarchy, as wohave said,
and have chosen and set up for themselves as their pstmdo bishopa
certain notorious apostate from the Catholic Faith,JosephHubert
Reinkens;and, that nothing might be wanting to their impudence,
for his consecration they have had recourse to those Jansenists of
Utrecht whom they themselves, before (heir falling away from the
Church, regarded with other Catholics as hei-etios andschismatics.
Nevertheless,this JosephHubert dares to call himself aBishop,and,
incredible as itmay^seem, the MostSereneEmperor of G-u'inany has
by pub ie decree named andacknowledged him as a Catholic Bishop,
and exhibitedhim to all his subjects as one who is tobe regardedas a
lawfulBishop,and as such to be obeyed. But the very rudimentsof
Catholic teaching declaro, that no one can be held to be a lawful
Bishop who is not joined in communion of faith and charity to the
Rock on which the oneChurch of Christ is built;who does not ad-
here to the Supreme Pastor to whom all the sheep of Christ are com-
mitted tobe fed;who is not united to the confii-mer of the brother-
hood -which is in the world. Aud;indeed, "toPeter did theLord
speak: to one, that he might by oneestablish unity." (9) To Peter"

theDivine authority has given a great and wonderful share of His
power;and if that authority ha3wished anything tobe in common
between Him and other princes, it is only throughHim, that ithas
been given." (10). Hence itis thatfrom this Apostolic See, where the
blessed Peter " lives andpresides, anddispenses the truth to all who
seek it," (11)

"
the rights ofholy fellowship extend to all

"
;(12) andit

is certain that this same See is"
to tho chavches throughout the world

as the head to the members, and that'ifany one cuts himself off fromit,
he becomes on outcast from the Christian religion, sincehe is not in
the samebond of union." (13)-

Hence the holy martyr Cyprian, speaking of the schisinatica
pseudo-bishopNovatian, denied to him the very nameofChristian as
being separated andcut off from tho Church of Christ:"Whoever he
is and whateverhe is, " he is not a Christian, wh<> is not in theChurch
of Cluist. Though he boast himself ami talk of his wisdom and elo-
quence in proudlanguage, he who has not retained either brotherly
love or ecclesiastical unity has lost even whathe before possessed.
Since the onechurch lias been divided by Christ intomany members
throughout the whole world, and also one Episcopate has beenover-
spread therein by themanifoldunity of many Bishops, thatman in
spite of the tradition of God andin spite of the closely compacted
unity of the Church is endeavouring to make tho Church human. He,
therefore, who rnaiataina neither the unity of the Spirit nor the
brotherhoodof peace, andsevers himselffrom tho bouis of the Church
and from the fellowship of the priesthood,canpossess neither the
power of a Bishop nor the honour, unity, andpeace of tho Epis-
copate." (14).

We, therefore, who havebeen placed, undeserving as We are, m

(8) August,inPsalm101,ennarrat.2,num. 8, 9.
(9)Piician, Ep.iii.n.11. ..
(10)St Leo,M. serm. 3,in sua assunipt, Optatus.lib. n.ii. 2.
(11)St.Peter Chryß. ep. adEutych
(12) St. Jeromeep. 14 and16 adL ;mas.
(13) Bouifac.Iep.14 adEpiacopos'i.essal.
(14) Cyprian,contra Novatiau, Ej..52,ad Autoaian.

rather toundergo the most cruel punishment and death itself than
betray their proper office, and violate the lowa of their moat holy
religion in obedience to impious commands of persecuting Princes.
Of a truth, "Venerable Brothers,if no other laws than the laws of a
civil empire existed,and laws indeed of a higher order whichit is a
duty to obey and sin to violate;if, moreover, these same civil laws
could constitute a supreme rule of conscience, as some impiously and
absurdly contend, the primitivemartyrs, and they who afterwards fol-lowed themin shedding their bloodfor the Faith of Christ and the
liberty of the Church, would be rather worthyof blame thanof honor
and praise. Nay, it wouldnot even have beenpossible, in the teeth
of laws and against the will ofPrinces, topreach andpropagate the
Christian religion, and to found the Church. The Faith howeverteaches, and human reason demonstrates, that there exists a two-fold
order of things, andat the sametime two powers are tobedistinguished
on tho earth— the ono natural, which provides for the tranquility of
human society and secular affairs;the other, the origin of which is
abovenature, supreme over the City of God, that is the Churchof
Christ, divinely instituted for the peace andeternal salvation of souls.
And the officers of twofold power are in wisdom ordained that the
things of God should be rendered to God,and that,inobedience toGod, the things of Cresar should be rendered to Ctesar, who is" therefore great because he is less than heaven; for he himself
belongs to Him to whombelong the heavensandeverycreature

"
(4).

From this divine command the Church assuredly has never been
turned aside, for it has always and everywhere labored to impress on
the minds of the faithful the obedience which they ought inviolably
to maintain towards sovereignPrinces and their laws in secular things,
andit has taught with the apostle, that "Princes arenot a terror to
good works,but to e^il, commanding the faithful to be subject not
only for wrath's sake, because the Prince bears the sword, as anavenger in wrath for him wh<» doesevil,but also for conscience sake,
because in his office he is the minister of God" (5). This fear of
Princes the Church itself restrains to evil deeds, and excludes it
expressly from the observance of the divine law, beingmindful of that
"which the blessed Peter taught to the faithful:"Let non9of you
suffer as a murderer, or a thief,or a railer, or a coveterof other men's
goods, but if as a Christian let him not be ashamod, but let him
glorify Godin this name

"
{6).

Since these things are so, you will easily understand, Venerable
Brothers, with whatsorrow ofmind we must havebeenaffected when
■we read ina letterlatelysent to us by the Emperor of Germany in
person an accusation not less cruel than unlocked for against a part,
ashehimself says, of his Catholic subjects, and especially against the
Catholic clergy andBishops of Germany. Of which accusation this is
the cause, that they, fearless of bonds and tribulations and not
11 counting theirlife more precious than themselves

"
(7),have refused

to obey the aforesaid laws with the same constancy, with which,
beloie they were passed, they had protested by denouncing their in-
justice, which wasunfolded in grave, luminous, and solid expostula-
tions, amidst the applause of the whole Catholic world, andof not a
few even of non-Catholics, before the So foreign, his Ministers, and the
supreme legislative of the kingdom. For that cause they are now
accused aa of the crime of treason, as of consenting andconspiring
with those who are endeavouring to overthow all orders inhurran
society, without regard to innumeiable and notable proofs which evi-
dently bear vutcess to their unshaken faith and allegiance to their
Sovereign and their fervent patriotism towards thoir country. Yea,
and we ourselves are asked to exhort those Catholics andsacred pas-
tors to observe the aforesaid laws, which is to ask that we also our-
selves should lend our help in oppressing and scattering the flock of
Christ. But, trusting in God, we are confident that themost Serene
Emperor, -when he has better ascertained and weighed these things,
will reject a suspicion so empty and incredible against his faithful
servants, and will no longer endure that their honour shouldbe
assailed by so foul a calumny, and that an unmerited prosecution
should be continued against them.

We shouldindeedhave gladly passedover in this place the letter
of the Emperor,if ithadnot beenmade public by the official journal
inBerlin altogether withont our knowledge, andin a mannercertainly
unusual, together with another letter written by our hand, in which
we appealed for the CatholicChurch in Prussia to the justice of the
most Serene Emperor.

The thiugi which we have thus far recounted arebefore the eyes
of all :wherefore, while Religious and Virgins dedicated to God are
deprived of the commonliberty of citizens,and are exiled withcruel
harshness ;whilepublic schools, in which Catholic youthare educated
are day by day further withdrawn from the wholesome teaching and
vigilanco oi' the Church;while societies founded for thenurturing of
piety, and evui the seminaries of the clergy, are dissolved; while the
liberty of preaching tho Gospel is hindered, whileitis prohibited m
certain parts of thokingdom to teach the elements of religious educa-
tion iv tho mother-tongue, while thepriests are forcibly takenaway
from tho parishes over which they were set by theBishops, and tbo
Bishops themselves are deprived of their revenues,coerced by fines,
and menaced by threatsof imprisonment, while Catholics are disturbed
by vexations of everj kind, is itpossible that we should receive into
our mind that '«\hich is laid before U3,viz., thatneither the religionof
Jesus Christ nor the truth is called in question.

Nor is this the end of the wronga whicharo inflicted upon tho
CatholicChurch. For to this must be also added th« patronage which
lias been openly taken up by tho Prussian and the other Governments
of the Germanic Empire in behalf of those new heretics, who call
themselves Old Cathdlics by the abuse of thename, which would be
truly ridiculous, if it werenot that somany monstrous eriors of that
sect against the chief principles of the Catholic faith, so many
tacrileges in Divine worship and in the administration ofsacraments,
co many gravest scandals, so great a havoc of souls redeemed in the
Blood ofChrist, didnot rather draw abundant tears from our eyes.

(4) TeitulHan, Apolog.cap. 80.
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